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Rector’s Remarks 

Celebrating Easter’s Miracle Every Day 
 A few weeks ago, I was standing at Trinity Center’s outdoor chapel, celebrating during a magnificent 
closing Eucharist service at our ECW’s retreat. In that moment, I stood in awe of a Carolina blue sky, folding 
into the beauty of the water; and as all of us raised our voices in thankful prayer I was, as usual, caught up in 
this vision of mesmerizing majesty, which left me pondering the awesome majesty of God’s creation: of our 
Lord’s miracles that surround us every day of our lives – miracles reflected within the vast expanse of 
interstellar space with galaxies, suns and planets; and, of course, miracles reflected through every one of us - a 
procession of countless miracles that repeatedly show the awesome presence of God in so many varied ways. 
 Miracles - Divine Mysteries – events that stretch beyond our understanding and find their origins in 
another realm. Miracles that are every bit as divine as divided seas, healed blindness, and empty tombs. For 
each and every one of them reflect the majesty of our Lord; allowing himself to be seen in the most common of 
earth's corners; giving us infinite reminders of the power of that great miracle of hope – the Resurrection 
miracle. For throughout our walk through this part of our eternal life, God constantly displays his power in 
radiant sunrises, sparkling stars, and countless other events; gifting us with daily divine mysteries, each one 
clearly stating, “God is here!” 
 You know, my friends, we live surrounded by the reality of divine creativity, and yet far too often we fail 
to see it. After all, there are countless seascape portraits; and perhaps because of the frequency of these 
miracles we sometimes fail to see the hand of God in the midst of all of them; becoming immune to the 
awesomeness - reluctant to be staggered or thunderstruck. So it seems important that, if we wish to be 
constant eyewitnesses of God’s Majesty, then we must work at rediscovering the amazement in all our Lord’s 
miracles that daily surround us. And with that thought in mind, the next time you see the sun rise, the stars 
shine, or the moon blazing full in the night sky, take note. Stop, look, and listen as our Lord speaks ever so 
lovingly, telling us:  

    “I am  
     and always will be  
      here for you and with you.”  
 
 To which I believe we can all shout: “Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

Peace - Father Dave+ 
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“Listen to my  
Easter song. God is Love.   
God is Love.   
Listen to my Easter song.  
God is Love.” 

 
 
This is a simple Easter song that I learned when I 
was very young.  I remember singing it over and 
over again at Easter time. There were many 
Sunday afternoons when spring had started to turn 
the countryside around my childhood home into a 
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burst of fresh green and bright colors. My parents 
would pile us all in the car and drive around the 
farm and dairy country of Lebanon County.  The 
fields were covered in pale green grass, with wild 
flowers moving like a gentle breeze over the 
pastures.  We would look for newborn calves, 
lambs, and goats, and guess what was to be 
planted in the freshly tilled fields.  Because I was 
the smallest, I sat on my Grandfather’s lap in the 
back seat.  This allowed me to sing right into my 
parents’ ears --- loudly and repeatedly, “Listen to 
my Easter Song.  God is Love!”  I was eventually 
told to sing another song, and not so loudly.  I still 
sing this song to myself, not looking back into the 
past, but moving into the future with the 
knowledge of the resurrection, my salvation, and 
always, the love of God.  

God’s Blessings, 
Deacon Jean 

A Voice from the Deacon’s Bench 

“God is not the dancer, 
but the constant flow.” 
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ECW: Learning & 
Serving 

 Fifteen (15) attended our April 5 – 6 Retreat at Trinity 
Center where we enjoyed a wonderful time.  Thank you, 
Father Dave, for making the early morning drive up in the 
rain on April 6 to join us at breakfast.  Your being there to lead 
us in the service at Sanders Point is always a highlight of our 
Retreat experience.  And the sky cleared just in time. 
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 Committee Chair and Special Project 
Appointments for 2017-2018 include:  Bake 
Sale -  Jeanne Mavis and Susan Sprouse; 
CPC -  Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe; Craft 
Sale - Tommie Christenbury and Dawn 
Kellerman; Diocesan Representative - 
April Murphy; Farmworkers Ministry - 
Barbara Bartell; Grant/Scholarship 
Committee - Kay Roberts; Historian - 
Barbara Bartell; Rada Knives - Marsha 
Clark; Receptions - Stephanie Lynott; 
Retreat - Dawn Kellerman and Telina 
West; Sunshine Lady - Mary Klinedinst; 
UTO - Mary Klinedinst; World Day of 
Prayer - Deacon Jean Miller; Yard Sale - 
Luvette Hickey, Don Irvin, Dan and 
Barbara Bartell. 
 We mark the end of the current 
meeting year with our Spring Luncheon on 
May 3.   
 

In Christ’s Love, Bonnie Dolph 
 dolph@atmc.net 



The Fisherman May 2017 

 3 

Altar Flowers 
Each week the flowers on the altar add a beautiful touch to our Worship 
Services. These flowers are provided solely through donations to our 
Flower Fund by those dedicating them in honor, memory or 
thanksgiving of someone.  Unfortunately we have a large number of 
weekends where either one or both of the altar vases have not been 
donated, which is depleting our backup Flower funds. The cost is $35 
per vase and the signup chart is located in Bliss Hall. 
 

Foyer Groups Plan  
Dolphin Adventure Cruise  

 We are planning a Dolphin Adventure Cruise with the 
Hurricane Fleet in Calabash, NC on Wednesday, May 17th!  It’s a 
two-hour cruise which leaves the dock at 1:30 pm.  Cost is 
$19.00 per person, and you pay at the dock. 
 
 Depending on interest, we can organize a lunch before the 
cruise or an early dinner afterwards.  Restaurant to be 
determined. 
You can also bring a snack on board if you desire (no glass, 
please). 
 
 We need a minimum of 20 people to make this event a 
success.  The cut-off date is May 8th.  Please contact Barbara 
Bartell at 910-842-1865 for more information. 

 

Christian Education Programs 
 

 Our Bible Café continues to meet on Sunday at 9 a.m. in the Parish Library, exploring the lessons for 
that particular Sunday.  
 
 Also, our Wednesday afternoon (4:30 p.m.) program restarted on May 3rd with another session of ‘The 
Rector’s Roundtable,’ an open forum discussion to address your questions concerning the issues of being 
the church in the world.  This program will run through June 7th after which we’ll take a break for the 
summer. Each of the weekly discussions are standalone so you can join in at any time during this program. 
 
 We hope you’ll join us for these opportunities to further explore the questions of our faith. 

Peace - Father Dave + 
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To all those who made our Holy Week and Easter 
Services and Programs so wonderful. It indeed took 
the marvelous efforts of so many, and was reflected in 
the multitude of wonderful comments I received from 
our many visitors, alongside those of parishioners. 
 

Your Fellow Servant in Christ – Fr. Dave+ 

Choir’s Summer Break 
 Our choir will take a much-deserved summer 
break following services on June 11th and will resume 
their joyous uplifting of song in early September. We 
will, however, be blessed with their voices at our St. 
James Day service (July 30lh). Our organist will 
continue to provide us music to sing during the 
Choir’s summer break, so we invite the congregation 
to uplift your voices in joyous song just a bit louder 
during their absence. Also, if you feel a sense of song 
in your heart, then please give some serious thought 
and prayer to joining our choir; contacting our Music 
Director, Margaret Smicklas (phone - 253-4573;  
e-mail – margsmick@gmail.com). 
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Altar Flowers 
Each week the flowers on 
the altar add a beautiful 
touch to our Worship 
Services. These flowers 
are provided solely 
through donations to our 
Flower Fund by those 
dedicating them in 
honor, memory or 
thanksgiving of someone.  
The cost is $35 per vase 
and the signup chart is 
located in Bliss Hall. 

Volunteers Needed 
Union Elementary  
School is in need of 4th 
and 5th grade volunteers 
for reading and math 
studies. If you are 
interested in helping the 
reading groups or math 
studies please speak with 
Deacon Jean and she will 
get you in contact with 
the coordinator. 
Deacon Jean/ CIS Liaison 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

ECW Spring Potluck Luncheon 
Weds., May 3rd at the home of  

Toni Deluca at 11:30 a.m. 

Parish Endowment Fund  
Orientation 

Thurs., May 4th, 6:30PM in Bliss Hall,  
Light Refreshments Served 

Parish “Cinco de Mayo” Dinner 
Saturday, May 6th, 6:30PM, in Bliss Hall 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
June 3rd/4th - wear red.  

Standard weekend service schedule. 

Services of Reception 
June 10th & 11th, as needed at each Service that weekend 

ST. JAMES DAY Celebration 
July 30th - Single Service Weekend, Sun., 10 AM 

Thank You for the Support! 
 

 Through your generosity, St. James was able to donate 145 
bras, 51 pairs of underwear, 303 tampons, 378 maxi-pads, 196 
panti-liners, 4 pairs of socks, and some miscellaneous toiletries 
to help homeless and financially challenged women and girls 
in Brunswick and New Hanover counties through a program 
called “Support the Girls.”  Thank you so much.  Ruth Ann 
Campbell-Grothe, Coordinator. 

Maintenance Projects 
 As part of our ongoing maintenance program, you 
may have noticed that we recently completed 
repainting the exterior of Bliss Hall. We’ll also be 
painting the women’s room, and have scheduled the 
men’s room for painting in 2018. 
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Vestry Corner 
 
 Your vestry met on Tuesday, April 11th, and, after opening prayer, approved the 
March Meeting Minutes and Financial Reports. 
 
 Six items of Old Business were discussed, as follows: 
 
a.  Parish Grounds Cleanup. Our Jr. Warden (Bill Grothe) noted that our cleanup went 
very well, with a good number of volunteers turning out to help.  
 
b.  Front Door & Door Ramp repairs.  Bill Grothe noted he is still getting bids on 
replacing or repairing the front doors; and action was tabled until he has more data. He 
also noted that he’ll soon be repairing the front door ramp and replacing its carpet. 
 
c.  Bliss Hall Exterior Painting. Fr. Dave noted that the painter has power washed the 
area; and hopes to have a first coat on before Easter. 
 
d.  April Stewardship Article development.  Our Sr. Warden (Cai Raber) noted that he 
has the responsibility for the May Newsletter article. 
 
e.  Newcomers' Orientation. As Anne Neely was not present this item was tabled until 
the May meeting. Fr. Dave noted, however, that Anne is looking at implementing the 
program in conjunction with the next Service of Reception in June. 
 
f.  Endowment Campaign Mailing and Orientation. Our Endowment Vestry Liaison 
(Don Irvin) noted that we’ll be doing a parish wide mailing of a letter and info pamphlet 
on April 27th; and will be having an orientation meeting on May 4th at which our 
Investment Representative from Raymond Jones will provide a presentation. 
 
 Two items of New Business were reviewed, those being: 
 
a.   Parish Annual Audit. Fr Dave noted that it must be completed by August as an in-
house audit. Cai Raber will form and coordinate a parish team to do this. 
 
b.  Painting of Ladies Room. Dawn Kellerman reported that a small committee had 
picked a color; and Fr. Dave noted that our current painter could do the job for $350 
including the pre-painting repair work. The vestry approved the job, allocating funds to 
come from Budget Building repair funds. 
 
 Bill Grothe then noted that he will remove all the old paint items in our sheds during 
the free landfill drop off. Cai Raber then remarked that we need to start looking for 
replacements for our three outgoing vestry members. And Sally Manifold mentioned the 
need to remind Layreaders to adjust the microphone so they can be heard better. 
 The Vestry then adjourned, following a closing prayer, to reconvene on May 9th at 
5:30PM. Vestry meeting minutes are posted in Bliss Hall; and these meetings are open to 
all. 
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Mary and Martha Chapter 

 
 So often we Daughters hear of persons struggling with whether to 
become a Daughter of the King.  They believe they are not worthy.  Allow me 
to tell you about my most recent experience.  
 

 Each spring the Daughters of the King in the Diocese of East Carolina gather for an Assembly.  
All Daughters who are able come together.  This is the time for a business meeting, but most 
importantly, it is time to meet other Daughters in our Assembly.  We have the opportunity to hear 
about each others’ service projects and praise their efforts.  BUT the heart of the gathering, when 
we are so blessed, is the opportunity to hear a speaker who lifts us up.  We had that opportunity 
this past April.   
 
 Pam Runyon, past National President of the Daughters of the King, was our speaker.  Pam’s 
talk and slide show was of the five pilgrimages she and her husband had taken.  They traveled on 
the Camino de Santiago (Camino translates to THE WAY) to the holy site of Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain.    Each of their first four journeys took different routes to get to the same 
endpoint.  These pilgrimages (or journeys) were not simple tasks, but 500 mile journeys on foot 
with her carrying a twenty-two pound backpack.  Every day provided the opportunity to notice 
the surroundings and get closer to God.  Some days they had beautiful weather with sufficient 
food to eat; some days were rainy or snowy with little food to eat.  She told us about food or 
beverage offerings at the side of the road provided  
for the pilgrims by persons who lived on the route.   
And she spoke of persons of all nationalities who  
traveled the route at the same time they did.   
 
 Yes, getting to the endpoint was important, but  
most important were the travelers who journeyed  
with them who became dear friends.  Pam said she  
realizes that not all of us can travel to Europe and  
walk trails to a Holy Site.  However, she believes  
that we all can go on pilgrimages, even in our own  
back yard.   
 
 Imagine going on a journey with someone who  
is traveling to the same endpoint as you:   
a person who is not perfect (or worthy might be their word), but seeking the same thing as you are.   
 
 This is what being a Daughter of the King is like. 
 

For His Sake, Nancy Dougherty 
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     We will play bridge on Friday April 7th and 21st 
at 1 PM in Bliss Hall. We invite anyone to come join 
us, be it beginner, intermediate, or advanced.  

Contact me at bjkbartell@gmail.com or  
910-842-1865. 

Barbara Bartell 
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SBIC CORNER 
 The South Brunswick Interchurch Council 
(SBIC) monthly meeting was held on Monday, 
April 3, 2017, at Shallotte Presbyterian Church at 
8:45 a.m. 
 Don Evans distributed a pamphlet on the 
highlights of the morning session of the March 15 
Planning Session meeting.  Don listed the priorities 
for SBIC culled from the survey of the members 
present at the meeting.  Topping the list was robust 
church/member participation. 
 Tom Horan mentioned that the Greater Shallotte 
Ministerial Association (GSMA) has approached 
the SBIC about joining forces with them and the 
Town of Shallotte on a joint CROP Walk venture.  
The proposed event would begin and end in the new 
Mulberry Park where food and music would be 
offered afterwards.  Rev. Causey, the current chair 
of GSMA, has invited us to their next meeting on 
April 26 at 12:30 p.m. at St. James Episcopal 
Church to discuss their ideas.  Mayor Walter Eccard 
is also interested in this joint venture. 
 Don Evans, Fundraising Chairperson, discussed 
the fundraising events for fiscal year 2017-2018: 
Run for Food. 
Days at the Dock – April 29-30, 2017, at Holden 
Beach.  The SBIC will be selling baked goods and 
needs your help.  If you would like to donate some 
homemade baked goods (not requiring 
refrigeration), please deliver them to Shallotte First 
Baptist Church on April 28 before 3:00 p.m.  If you 
cannot deliver them, contact Priscilla Evans at 949-
433-5903 to pick up at St. James Episcopal Church 
by noon. 
Dinner Concert – This event will be in place of the 
choir concerts.  There will be one base choir with 
one music director and tickets will be sold ahead of 
time.  Venue to be determined. 
Oyster Festival – This event will be in place of 
Sunset at Sunset.  We will sell tickets for the 
“Brunswick Barrel,” where one or more barrels will 
be stuffed with gift cards and merchandise collected 
from donors. 
 In the afternoon session of the March 15 
Planning Session meeting, Priscilla Evans discussed 
bringing back Emergency Aid, limiting it to gas 
vouchers and emergency housing: 
 Pre-paid gas vouchers will be given to SBIC 
churches for use at local stations in Ash, Calabash, 
and Shallotte. 
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 Housing – Donna Phelps has an “Adopt a 
Room” program at a hotel in Southport.  She helps 
clients apply for benefits and get jobs, etc.  The 
SBIC could help Donna by adopting a room. 
Proposed amendments to the By Laws will reflect 
these changes.  
 The SBIC Food Pantry served 469 children, 
898 adults, and 616 seniors for a total of 2,133 
January through March 2017.  Mary Pritchard, 
Food Pantry Coordinator, stated that the freezer in 
the pantry may need to be replaced unless someone 
can fix the lid.  Mary also distributed literature 
with the SBIC name on the back which will be 
included in the Easter dinners provided by the 
Shallotte Elks. 
 Paul Carman, Mitch Hewett, and Don Evans 
worked together to get donations from people 
electronically.  SBIC will use PayPal for electronic 
donations, including those done on our web site.  
The person donating, however, will not need to 
have a PayPal account.  SBIC will have a separate 
account in a community bank to go with the 
PayPal donation system. 
 There was a recent donation from the 
Brunswick County Builders Association of $142. 
 On April 3rd, Priscilla and Don Evans will 
attend a Chamber of Commerce event with the 
Builders Association that will be televised on TV. 
 On April 18th, Don Evans will have an 
opportunity to talk to members of the Shallotte 
area Rotary Club. 
 Rev. Causey has some ideas about a larger 
place for the SBIC Food Pantry. 
 Dues reminder letters have gone out to 
churches. 
 There is a picture in the Beacon this week 
regarding a grant that Mary Pritchard received 
from the Sea Trail Garden Club. 
 The Catherine Kennedy Foundation grant will 
come in May. 
Tom Horan praised Mitch Hewett for his 
technology expertise and urged everyone to check 
out the SBIC website at http://www.sbicnc.org.   
 The week of April 10th is free dump week at 
the Brunswick County Landfill. 
Shallotte First Baptist will have an Easter Egg 
Hunt on April 15th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and is open to all. 
 The Mexican Festival at St. Brendan’s will be 
on Saturday, May 6th.. 
 The next SBIC General Meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, May 1, 2017, at Shallotte 
Presbyterian Church at 8:45 a.m.  Anyone is 
welcome to attend the monthly SBIC Meetings.   
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact Ruth Ann or Bill Grothe, your St. James 
Representatives, at 910-575-1247 or at 
no1nanie@atmc.net.  Until next month… 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Stewardship 
 It’s certain that we each have a sense of the meaning of Stewardship. Depending on your faith 
experience to date, you may view the concept of Stewardship as uplifting, challenging, or even 
burdensome. In this note, I wish to introduce you to an idea that our very existence on this earth is an 
opportunity to embrace the concept of Stewardship as a way of life.   
 
 I recently had a long phone call with my granddaughter, a college freshman in New York.  As the 
reigning elder statesman in the Raber clan, I was tasked to help her get over her stress brought on by the 
competitive nature of college life. It came to me that she needed to care for her life as a precious gift and 
had an obligation to be steward of that life. I introduced her to The Prophet, a book by Kahlil Gibran. Put 
simply, it is a book about living life to the fullest. The message I left with her is the one I wish to convey 
here. In the passage on Religion, Gibran writes: 
 
“Your daily life is your temple and your religion. 
Whenever you enter into it take with you your all. 
Take the plough and the forge and the mallet and the lute, 
The things you have fashioned in necessity or for delight.” 
 
 To me, this means that as steward of 
your life, do not skimp on your obligation to 
yourself and to God through your religion. 
In this view, stewardship is the act of caring: 
caring for all aspects of our daily life, of 
which St. James the Fisherman is (or should 
be) one of the cornerstones that keep us 
healthy in body and spirit. Therefore, in 
order to live fully in our daily lives, to the 
best of our ability, we should do our part to 
insure that the body and spirit of our church 
is maintained and nourished both physically 
and financially. This, I propose, is the 
essence of stewardship.  
 
If you wish to peruse The Prophet, follow 
the link below. 
 
  Go in peace,  
  Cai Raber, Senior Warden 
 

(http://leb.net/mira/works/prophet/prophet.html) 
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St. James  
The Fisherman 

Episcopal church 

P. O. Box 68 
Shallotte, NC  28459 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.        Ephesians 5:2 

 

St. James the Fisherman Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 68, 4941 Main Street 

Shallotte, NC  28459 
910-754-9313 

stjames@stjamesthefisherman.net 
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving - Bishop 

The Rev. David J. Davis, Rector 
The Rev. Jean Miller, Deacon 

Rev. Dr. Richard Warner, Jr., Rector Emeritus 
Paul Bertelsen, Verger 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday: 
Holy Eucharist: 8:00 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist:     10:00 a.m. 
Saturday: 
Holy Eucharist: 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
Public Healing Service Noon 
 

Vestry 
Cai Raber Senior Warden 
Bill Grothe Junior Warden 
Jack McElroy Treasurer 
Jackie Wright Clerk of the Vestry 
Pat Neff Don Irvin 
Sam Farag Bill Grothe 
Dawn Kellerman Sally Manifold 
Anne Neely 
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WORSHIP – Vestry Liaison – S. Manifold  
Coordinators –Fr. Dave Davis 
 Acolytes – P. Bertelsen 
 Altar Guild – Individual Team Leaders 
 Daughters of the King – L. Hickey 
 Eucharistic Ministers – D. Kirk 
 Eucharistic Visitors – Deacon J. Miller  
 Music – M. Smicklas  
 Newcomers/Greeters – E. Bachand 
 Nursery – V. Redin  
 Ushers – B. Chase 
 
PROGRAMS – Vestry Liaison – D. Kellerman 
 Christian Education – Fr. Dave Davis  

Directory of Ministries 
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 ECW – B. Dolph 
 Coffee Hour – Weekly Hosts 
 Foyer Groups: B. Bartell, L. Hickey 
 Quarterly Parish Dinners – B. & G. Freeman 
 Special Projects – P. Bertelsen  
 Holy Stitchers – L. Hickey 
 Bridge Group – B. Bartell   
 
OUTREACH – Vestry Liaison – Anne Neely 
 Angel Tree – P. Davis  
 BFA Food Pantry – Fr. Dave  
 Community In Schools – Deacon J. Miller  
 ERD – Fr. Dave  
 Inter-church Council – B. & R. Grothe 
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 Lobster Sale – B. Chase 
 Neighbor to Neighbor – Deacon J. Miller  
 Second Helpings- J. Bryant 
 UTO/CPC – ECW Coordinators 
 

ADMINISTRATION – Vestry Liaisons –  
D. Irvin & P. Neff  
Endowments – Chair: E. Miller 
   Liaison: D. Irvin 
   Stewardship – P. Neff 
 

BUILDING & GROUNDS – 
S. Farag – Interior, W. Campbell - Exterior 
 
Fisherman Newsletter  - L. Jennings 
 

 


