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THE C RO SS SE CTION
It is officially the season of Lent. Admittedly, growing up I had the misunderstanding that Ash
Wednesday and Lent were really a Catholic practice and that I didn’t need to worry about them because I
wasn’t Catholic. It wasn’t until my adult life when I saw friends who were not Catholic, but were
observing the season, that I began to realize there might be more to these practices than what I observed on
the outside. That led me to the question, “What is Lent supposed to be? What is it supposed to look like?
How am I to ‘observe a Holy Lent’?” Those are all really great questions to ask yourself as we begin this
very reflective season in the church, but there is one other that I believe is most important, “How can Lent
make a difference in my relationship with God?”
To get to the final question we do need to give thought to the first three. What is Lent supposed to
be? In short it is a time of intentional heart-searching to determine what I have put in place of pursuing my
relationship with the Lord. This is why we choose to give up things during Lent; it is a way of ridding
ourselves of distractions and jump-starting our relationship with God. That leads to the next question.

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
All ladies of Holy Cross are welcome to be a part of our new ministry – The Prayer Shawl Ministry.
You can be a beginner or an accomplished knitter or a whiz with the crochet needle. We’d like you
to be a part of our endeavors.
Prayer shawls can be your own design. It is your loving and joyful efforts that we welcome. Work
at your own pace, or be a part of a work session where we can offer guidance and fellowship.
Schedule for work sessions and learning classes will be announced. Watch for the news as we
proceed.
We want our offerings to bring warmth and comfort to those in need. Each offering will be
presented at the Sunday service as they are completed.
Dear Lord, bless my hands as I knit today. May each twist of the yarn guide me to create a pattern of love and
comfort. Grant us patience as we create our shawls. Bless our gifts as they travel to bring comfort, peace, and
love to someone in need of your warming embrace. Amen
If you wish to be a part of this Ministry, please contact Jeanne Sandford at jeanne9921@bellsouth.net.
We’ll get you started.

What is Lent supposed to look like? It looks different for different people, with one common
thread, and that is to draw near to the Lord in preparation for the Day of Resurrection. So giving up
something will not all look the same. Some may choose to give up sweets because it has become something
they crave more than the Lord himself. Others may go with the more technological theme of giving up
Facebook because it has consumed their time and distracted them from pursuing a right relationship with
Jesus and with others. While we often think of giving up something, we can also choose to add a discipline
of spirituality such as studying scripture or making a commitment to prayer during Lent. Ultimately, what
it is to look like is for the people of God to pursue a renewed relationship with the Lord through
repentance and personal piety.
When it comes to the observance of a Holy Lent we must be aware that when we are pursuing
righteousness and repentance we are likewise pursuing holiness in the sight of the Lord. That pursuit is
heard in the words of Paul in Philippians when he says, “Not that I have already obtained this, or am
already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.” Lent is the
continued pursuit of God’s holiness and righteousness, knowing that the fulfillment of that pursuit is made
complete in the resurrection that we celebrate on Easter day! If done diligently and fervently a Holy Lent
propels us into a Holy Easter, a Holy Pentecost, and a “Holy Year.”
The pursuit of holiness answers the final question of how Lent can make a difference in my
relationship with God. God longs for His people to pursue him and be in relationship with him in the
same way a husband longs to be connected to his wife; or a wife connected to her husband; the way
parents connect with their children or vice versa. The relationship that man has with God is not meant to
be an ethereal, far off, and estranged relationship. It is meant to be one that is open, loving, honest, and
intimate. This kind of relationship is developed when we seek the heart of God as we pursue His holiness.
I urge you this Lent to allow the holiness of God to be your pursuit. “Draw near to the Lord and he
will draw near to you!”
Sincerely,

Fr. Wes +

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
Come join us each week during
the Sunday school hour for a
“journey to the cross.” We will
have a discussion on the prior
week’s devotion topics. Copies
are available in the Narthex for a
suggested donation of $5.00. Each
week during Lent we will discuss
the journey together, digging
deeper into scripture and what it
means to live out a crucified life.

We are in the planning stages of
Vacation Bible School for this
summer. Assistance is needed in
all areas of VBS. If you would like
to help, please contact Heather
Johnson at 568-0093.

Our next Ultreya will be on
Sunday, March 26th at 5:00 pm.
So bring a dish for our usual
potluck, and be prepared to
enjoy an evening with your
fellow Cursillistas.

B-B-Q COMPETITION

MEN’S BREAKFAST
& BIBLE STUDY
This group is studying Paul’s 2nd
Letter to the Corinthians (or 2
Corinthians) as its study topic. It
meets on Friday mornings, 6:307:30 am, in the Genesis Room.
Breakfast (BYO – “bring your
own”) is during the first half
hour, and Bible study is during
the second half hour. Newcomers
are welcome!

Are you interested in being part
of a BBQ Competition Team?
There is to be a KCBS sanctioned
event held at the Trussville
SAM’s Club, on June 23rd & 24th.
I would like to form a Holy Cross
team. The four categories are:
Chicken, Ribs, Beef Briskets, and
Pork Butts. If you are interested,
please contact me, Mike Rohr, at
rohr@mindspring.com or call 205907-2727.

The weekend of May 5th - 7th is the date set for the Ultimate Parish
Weekend (formerly known as Small Parish Weekend) at beautiful
Camp McDowell. Watch the bulletins and The Pathway for further
details as the time approaches. Meanwhile, keep the date open.

The Easter Lily
sign-up list
is in the Narthex.
Each plant is $15.00.

During the Lenten Season, there will be
no flowers on the Retable behind the
Altar; only a Lenten arrangement will be
used for the five weeks leading up to
Palm Sunday on April 9th. Inasmuch as
no flowers will be used, the flower chart
is blocked off for those weeks. If you
have friends or family you would like to
have honored, you will need to choose a
date after the five weeks.

ECW members will gather for the Spring Meeting of the Birmingham Convocation on
Saturday, March 11th, at 10:30 am. The place is St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Birmingham and the speaker is to be Carolyn Potter, Executive Director of the
WellHouse. Lunch will follow the meeting (donations are welcomed).
All women of Holy Cross are invited, so let’s meet here at the church and carpool or
caravan to St. Thomas to join with other ladies of the Diocese to learn more about
WellHouse – a place of grace for trafficking victims. RSVP by March 6th to
sallyherring@gmail.com. You may also contact Fran Bramblette at 937-4437 for further
information.

This month the ECW’s Mary and Martha of Bethany
Guild will meet in the Genesis Room on Wednesday, March 22nd at 11:45
am. Come prepared to discuss and plan our next few monthly meetings.
Bring your sandwich/salad; dessert and drinks will be provided. Our
hostesses for this month are Shirley Ferry and Mary Gualtieri.

The Holy Cross MOW volunteers are desperately
in need of some new volunteers. For various
reasons -- illness, death, moves out of the area -our numbers are seriously depleted. We are
down to three teams at this point. We need five
with, we would like, one more for back-up.
This is probably one of the most rewarding community service
ministries for which one can volunteer. And it takes so little of your
time – approximately two hours total, four or five times a year. It
involves arriving at the Trussville Senior Center at 11:45 am, picking
up two containers of food, distributing the contents to some eight to
twelve addresses during the next two hours, and returning empty
containers to the Center.
Our week comes around each time there are five Mondays in the
month. One person can do it, but it’s more fun with two! And
quicker! So if you think you would like to be a part of this cause,
please contact Karen Bain at 205-655-9283 or Bainjoe@aol.com.

EYC Spring Schedule
March 8th
March 12

5:00 pm

Wednesday Dinner & Bible Study

th

5:00 pm

Sunday Dinner & Bible Study

th

March 19
April 5

5:00 pm

Sunday Dinner & Bible Study

th

5:00 pm

Wednesday Dinner & Bible Study

th

5:00 pm

Sunday Dinner & Bible Study

5:00 pm

Sunday Dinner & Bible Study

10:30 am

Youth Sunday /Senior Celebration

April 9

April 23
th

May 7

rd

Andrea Mathews
Bryce Lewis
Mark Banaszek
Betty Thompson
Conley Franks
Brady Franks
Emma Percy
Kendra Rushing
Annie Cole
Doug Grove
Charlotte Scarborough
Bonnie Powers
Lily Johnson
Emily Rushing
Ian Jarnagin
Nash Amberson
Brian Hall

2
2
2
4
4
4
6
10
13
15
17
17
21
24
25
28
30

Please inform the church office if your
name does not appear in the month of
your birthday.

IT'S TEA TIME!
The Nineteenth Annual St.
Stephen's ECW Afternoon
Tea will be held on Sunday,
March 5th at 2:00 pm. For
info go to ssechurch.org.

Ladies’ Night Out will be on Thursday, March 16th at 6:30 pm. We will go
to the Crazy Horse in Argo. The restaurant is located on US 11/Gadsden
Highway. A sign-up sheet is located in the Genesis Room. For those
interested in a 6:00 pm carpool from the church parking lot, please
contact Inga Strickland at 985-640-5179.

