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Dear Presbyterian Women,

We are moving toward spring and a time of rebirth, but first we must 

go through the Lenten season, a time of prayer, repentance, 

atonement, and sometimes self-denial when we prepare ourselves 

for Holy Week and the gift of the Resurrection. Last year, my son 

“gave up” meat, which for him was major self-denial. I have had 

friends deny themselves alcohol, bread, chocolate, and other foods. 

Some have promised to meditate and read scripture daily, while 

others have spent more time working for the betterment of their 

brothers and sisters in the world during this time.  

However you decide to mark the Lenten season in your own lives, 

remember that we must approach this time through the lens of the 

cross, as Paul did. Lent is not just a lesson in stubborn self-denial so 

that we can say we made it through the forty days. As Judy Yates 

Siker says in Lesson Five of this year’s Horizons Bible Study, “we come 

to see that the cross reveals our selfishness, and calls us instead to 

seek the good of the other, the good of the community. That is why 

Paul uses the powerful image of the body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 

12. . . . Every single part of the body needs every other part of the 

body. Together they form an organic whole. They rejoice together 

and they suffer together.”

As Presbyterian Women, we stand as one body. We all play different 

roles in this body, but every role is important. And when one part of 

the body suffers, all other parts feel that suffering; when one part 

rejoices, so do we all. I hope you will draw closer to God during the 

upcoming Lenten season, as well as to your fellow women and men in 

the Christian community and those outside of that community who 

are God’s children. I look forward to seeing many of you at the PW 

Annual Gathering on March 19, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. It will be held at 

Philadelphia Presbyterian Church in Forest Park, Georgia, and will 

offer a time for the parts of the body to meet in worship and 

fellowship.                

With love and blessings,

Debbie

1 Corinthians 12:4-6   Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in everyone.
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Presbyterian Women – 2017 Annual Gathering

Sunday, March 19, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Philadelphia Presbyterian Church

351 Morrow Road, Forest Park, GA  30297

Banner Procession – bring the banner for your congregation’s PW and 

participate in the procession. Also, view the beautiful banners created at the retreat.

Recognition of PW Honorary Life Members – wear your pin!

Offering – will benefit AMIS (Atlanta Ministry with International Students)

Proposed amendments to the bylaws, to reflect 

the following changes in the PWP CT: 
1. Vice-Moderator/Spiritual Growth to combine 

the duties and responsibilities of the Vice-

Moderator and Spiritual Growth and 

Development

2. Missions Coordinator to combine the duties and 

responsibilities of Community Missions and 

Global Missions

3. Rename Issues Coordinator to Justice and Peace 

Coordinator

4. Racial-Ethnic Liaison to combine the duties and 

responsibilities of African-American, Asian, 

Hispanic/Latina, and African Immigrant 

representatives.

Proposed PW leaders:
• Vice-Moderator – Gwynne Mesimer (Northminster)

• Secretary – Carol MacGregor (Norcross)

• Historian – Barbara Leath (Church of the Master)

• Search Moderator – Mary Martin (St. Luke’s)

• Leader Development – Carol Lunsford (Fayette)

• District 2 – Janet Uthlaut (Eastminster) (1-year)

• District 4 – Peggy Bolton (Radcliffe) (1-year)

• District 7 - Mary Lou Montgomery (Fayette)

• District 9 – Maureen Hill (North Avenue)

• Search Committee – Bernita Winfrey (Radcliffe)

Proposed 2017 Budget:

INCOME

Presbytery-Synod Support $    6,400.00   

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $    6,400.00   

EXPENSES

Annual Gathering $      250.00   

Bank Fees $        20.00   

Churchwide/Synod Gatherings Delegate 

reserve $      900.00   

Coordinating Team (CT) Meeting $      100.00   

Moderator Expenses $      400.00   

PathWays $      140.00   

Postage $        50.00   

Scholarships – PW Gatherings $   1,200.00   

Spring Retreat $      500.00   

Supplies & Printing $      150.00   

Support for Global Exchange and USA 

Mission Experience (USAME) $      150.00   

Synod Support $   1,600.00   

Team Mileage $      350.00   

Training Workshops $      500.00   

Unbudgeted Expenses $        90.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $   6,400.00
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District 1
Alpharetta

Centro Familia 

Cristiano

Covenant

Ebenezer Brazilian

Mount Vernon

Northminster

Northwest

Peachtree

Roswell

St. Luke’s

Trinity - Atlanta

District Leader

Gwynne Mesimer

678-787-8239

gmesimer@comcast.net

District 2
Buford

Church of the New 

Covenant

Cristos Para Todas Las 

Naciones

Ebenezer

Fairview

Hamilton Mill

Johns Creek

Lawrenceville

Norcross

Oglethorpe

Pleasant Hill

Shallowford

District Leader

Kelly Weirich (interim)

770-939-5548

kellysings@gmail.com

District 3
Atlanta Taiwanese

Crossroads

Eastminster

El Buen Pastor

Good Shepherd

Memorial Drive

Monroe

At. Andrews

Shalom NCD

Westminster
District Leader

Janet Uthlaut

770-923-9762

jefuthlaut@bellsouth.net

Buford:

• Circles participated in Operation Christmas 

Child, provided gifts from the angel tree from 

the Gwinnett Co-Op and donated food, gift 

cards, and volunteer hours. 

• The Circle of Friends group hosted their annual 

Thanksgiving and Christmas party for the 

residents of Willowwood Nursing Home. 

Norcross:

• Gathered Santa Claus Express items for 

Presbyterian Homes and took part in the 

Christmas gift “adoption” of a family through 

Norcross Cooperative Ministries’ annual program.

Shallowford:

• Sponsored their annual Advent Services on 

November 28 and 29th with over 130 people in 

attendance. Gifts for Presbyterian Homes were 

collected at both services. 

• December outing to the Creche exhibit at the 

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany in Decatur with 

over 300 nativities from around the world. The 

range and diversity of the collection is amazing!

Crossroads:  During January, PW helped stock 

shelves and packed food for clients at Stone 

Mountain Food Co-op.  

Eastminster:  On Christmas Eve, distributed 150 

ornaments made by PW.  On February 8th, PW 

packed Valentine boxes for 25 college students full 

of valentines, candy, snacks, and school supplies. PW 

participated in EPC’s Kirkin’ of the Tartans Service 

and 50th (Jubilee) Anniversary Celebration and 

Luncheon, on Sunday, February 19th. The PW Winter 

Fellowship retreat will be on Saturday, February 25th, 

with retreat leader Cassie Waits, a Columbia 

Seminary student.

First Presbyterian of Monroe:  Circle members 

participated in a chili/soup cook-off to help raise 

funds for new kitchen equipment.  Sunday, February 

5th was Scout Recognition Sunday.  The circles 

sponsored a reception honoring the Scouts and their 

families after the worship service.

Good Shepherd:  PW’s annual retreat was held in 

November  11-13 at Camp Calvin.  The topic was 

“Sweet Life Café” - Where Women Savor Time with 

God. The group of 34 discussed ways to be closer to 

God: with prayer, friends, serving others, and sharing 

experiences.  A fellowship meal at Provino’s was held 

in January where 20 PW shared laughter and 

friendship. PW used money from the greeting card 

fundraiser to install chancel railings.  In January PW 

collected donations for Valentine Boxes for college 

students and the military.

St. Andrews:  PW gave Chrismons on Christmas Eve. 

In February, making goodie boxes full of homemade 

treats, hot chocolate, popcorn, gum, etc. for  college 

students and the military.
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District 4
Clairmont

Columbia

Decatur

Emory

Hillside

North Decatur

Oakhurst

Trinity - Decatur

District Leader

Faye Fikes (interim)

770-879-9615

ladyfaye@bellsouth.net

District 5
Bethany

Conyers

Covington

First Afrikan

Gum Creek

Luther Hays

Porterdale

Presbyterian Church 

of the Resurrection

Smyrna
District Leader

Alice Walker

770-787-6915
awalker.atl.pres.5@gmail.com

District 6
Barnesville

Fellowship

Hemphill Memorial

Jackson

Kelley

McDonough

Stockbridge

Timberridge

District Leader

Carol Lunsford

770-461-8553

clunsfor@bellsouth.net

Covington:

• Women's Day will be celebrated at on March 12th, 

with the sermon to be presented by Dr. Leanne 

Van Dyk, President of Columbia Theological 

Seminary. A luncheon will follow the worship 

service. Also honored guest will be Debbie 

Durden, Moderator the PWP. 

• Thornwell Summer Vacation days at the Lake 

Jackson home of church members, the Botelers, 

will be offered again during June and July. 

Residents of all the Thornwell cottages will be 

treated to a full day of boating, skiing, and fun. 

District 7
College Park

El Nazareno

Fayette

Jonesboro

Morrow

New Life

Philadelphia

The Summit of South 

Fayette

District Leaders

Wilma Ardine Kirchhofer

404-559-9634

ardine@bellsouth.net

Jacqueline Isbell

404-219-5464

Jacqueline@isbell.org

Jonesboro:

• PW continues to provide the concession stand for 

the Front Porch Players, a theater group which 

uses the church’s Family Life Center for their 

performances.  All funds earned have been 

designated to PW’s “Backpack Ministry” which 

provides meals for children at Suder Elementary.

Morrow: 

• Raised money for their clean water project.

Philadelphia:

• Coordinated church Advent programs and hosted 

the choir reception. 

• Collected and delivered 826 items including toys 

and gifts to Securus House plus a $280 cash 

donation. Delivered fruit to local charities and 

clothing to a homeless shelter. 

• Collected and delivered soap/note pads/hygiene 

and over-the-counter medicines to Calvary 

Refuge Center.

Clairmont:

• Mary Martin was guest teacher For “Learners and 

Scholars” Circle for Lesson Five of “Who Is Jesus.”

• Had an English Tea Gathering on January 21st, 

featuring Elaine Taylor presenting information on 

“Days For Girls,” a mission project for Haitian 

young women. 

• Supporting Haiti Goat Project, and will be visited 

by some baby goats for photo opportunities with 

children (and anyone), courtesy of a member.
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District 8
Dallas-Dodd

Friendship

Greenville

Hogansville 

Ebenezeer

Lagrange

Loyd

Manchester – Warm 

Springs

Newnan

Peachtree City

West Point

District Leader

VACANT

Contact Pat Randolph

770-233-0367

patrandolph@ymail.com

Loyd:

• Our Local and Global Mission held a Birthday 

Party at Twin Fountains Nursing Home and held a 

Mission Lunch with proceeds going toward 

birthday parties at our local nursing homes.

• Our Congregation Outreach sent Chick-Fil-A gift 

cards to our college students in December and 

birthday cards to our “over 80” PW members 

each month.

• Our two circles gave toys and clothes to our local 

shelter during Christmas and sponsored a family 

at Long Cane Elementary during Christmas.

• Congregational Outreach is beginning to prepare 

for the annual Mother-Daughter Banquet in 

May. It is our 25th anniversary for this banquet.

Peachtree City:

• Volunteered two hours one day each month at 

Midwest Food Bank in Peachtree City. The 

mission of MFB is to alleviate hunger and poverty 

by gathering and distributing food donations to 

nonprofit organizations and disaster sites in our 

southeastern region without cost to the 

recipients. We packaged food items, paper 

products, diapers, blankets, non-food items, and 

hygiene items. 

• In January, a group of women from the church 

took a field trip to LaGrange and ate lunch at 

Taste of Lemon and then toured the Biblical 

History Center. In conjunction with the Super 

Bowl our church participated in the 25th

anniversary of the “Souper Bowl of Caring.” 

Members donated money into soup pots after 

church on Super Bowl Sunday and the proceeds 

went to a local charity that provides food to low 

income families, Fayette Samaritans. 

District 9

District Leader

Barbara Leath

404-696-1890

bleath2002@yahoo.com

Radcliffe:

• New leaders were installed in December.

• The Horizons Bible Study continues every 

second and fourth Wednesday morning. 

• The women’s community outreach project 

provided $2,045 for underprivileged children 

living in the Radcliffe community. The team took 

the parents shopping to purchase clothing and 

toys for their children for Christmas. 

• PW, as a part of its mission outreach, donated 

funds to Change for Children, the Living Waters 

Project, the Heifer Project to help send an 

African girl to school and to Thornwell.

• PW is planning for its annual Women’s Day 

activity in May. 

Austell

Bremen

Carrollton

Church of the Master

Radcliffe

Rice Memorial

Tallapoosa

Westhills

District 10
Atlanta – First

Central

Druid Hills

Kairos

Morningside

North Avenue

Pulse

Rize

Rock Spring

Transformation
District Leader

Paula Coleman

404-401-3453
paulajarrett@att.net

Central:

• Santa Claus Express for Presbyterian Homes of 

Georgia was a great success.

• The Circles collected knit caps and gloves for their 

Men’s Shelter which was established at the 

church in the 1980s. It is open from November 

through March each year. 
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District 10 (continued)

Druid Hills:

• The annual Christmas Communion, led by Pastor 

Shelly Latham, was held on December 13.

• Collected tissue for their Child Care Center.

• PW is considering possible mission projects. 

Expected start date is in February.

First – Atlanta:

• On February 7th, “The Temple Bombing”: 

Discussion with Melissa F. Greene and Jimmy 

Maize moderated by Lois Reitzes was held, with a 

sneak peek performance from the Alliance 

Theatre’s production. 

Kairos: 

• In January started a morning Bible study for 

women studying 1 Peter and an evening group 

studying N.T Wright's book Surprised by Hope.

• On February 10-12, sixty five women went to 

Legacy Lodge for their annual women's retreat, 

exploring the theme "Living Loved.“

Morningside:

• The next Women’s Roundtable is on February 

27th, with speaker Sara Totonchi, Executive 

Director of the Southern Center for Human 

Rights, who will talk s about social justice. SCHR is 

a non-profit, public interest law firm dedicated to 

providing legal representation for people facing 

the death penalty, challenging human rights 

violations in prisons and jails, seeking through 

litigation and advocacy to improve legal 

representation for poor people accused of crimes.

North Avenue: 

• The church’s renovation project is under way. 

• In January the circles had home meetings. The 

circles are studying The Apprentice Series: The 

Good and Beautiful Life (by James Bryan Smith), 

Hebrews, and Women of the New Testament.

Rock Springs:

• Two PW members created and hung a Stations of 

the Crèche around Rock Spring.

• On January 21st several PW members attended 

the Atlanta March for Social Justice.

• On January 22nd PW Mission and Outreach 

Committee co-sponsored a panel discussion on 

Sex Trafficking: What Can We Do About It. All of 

the panelists were knowledgeable and interesting 

and the questions were provocative.

District 11
Atlanta Korean

Canaan Horean

Good News Garden

Hanbit

Korean Central

Korean Community

New Presbyterian 

Church of Georgia

District Leader

VACANT

Contact Pat Randolph

770-233-0367

patrandolph@ymail.com

Kenyan Immigrant 

Fellowship

District Leader

VACANT

Contact Esther Kihara, 

678-245-0346, 

maezi10@hotmail.com or 

Keziah Kamau, 

678-939-2198, 

kamaukeziah@yahoo.com

District 12

Linda Spencer of Northeast Georgia 

Presbytery has been selected to represent 

our Synod on the: 

Global Exchange in Indonesia 

The trip will be September 12–29, 2017. If 

your PW group would like to assist her 

financially in raising $5,000, please send the 

contribution to PW Synod Treasurer, Connie 

Seidel, 1055 Hunterhill Drive, Roswell, GA 

30075-3307. Linda will be available 

throughout 2018 to speak to PW groups about 

her experiences. 

Yarn necklaces will be taken to Indonesia as 

gifts to the women the Exchange meets on 

the trip. Instructions are in the PW 

Quarterly Mailing on page 5

http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uplo

ads/pw/pdfs/qm_1701_sm_web.pdf. Contact 

Kathy Reeves, 844.797.2872 or 

kathareine.reeves@pcusa.org for more 

information.
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PathWays Publication Schedule

Summer Issue deadline - June 1st

Fall Issue deadline – August 15th

Email articles to:

mary.martin@nokia.com

or send paper mail to:

Mary Martin, 4176 Neely Meadows Court, 

Norcross, GA 30092

Contract: 770-441-0373 or 404-345-8597

2017 Birthday Offering

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of 

grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace 

to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16

Your gifts to the 2017 Birthday Offering will make it 

possible for three life-changing ministries to help 

families seeking shelter from domestic violence in 

South Carolina, provide marginalized citizens in rural 

Cuba with hope and health services, and provide 

water systems to more than 40 families in New 

Mexico. 

Please give and promote giving so that each of these 

grants may be fully funded in 2017. The goal is 

$500,000. 

Recipients are:

• The Family Justice Center of Georgetown and 

Horrie Counties (South Carolina)

• Navajo Water Project (New Mexico)

• First Hand Aid (Cuba)

Resources to promote the Birthday Offering are in 

the mail to all PC(USA) congregations, attention: 

PW/Women's Group. If your group does not receive 

the materials by the end of February 2017, 

download free materials online. Order placemats, 

posters, bulletin inserts, bulletin covers and 

promotional booklets from the Church Store. On line 

link is: http://pma.pcusa.org/ministries/pw/.

Help PW reach its goal in 2017 so more ministries 

can receive our support in 2018.

The 2018 Churchwide Gathering of PW will be held 

August 2-5, 2018 in Louisville, Kentucky. This is also 

the year that PW celebrated its 30th anniversary. 

“Gathering Quest” emails are being sent monthly to 

help prepare, promote and plan for the 2018 

Gathering. Be sure you are on the email list so you 

don’t miss the news. 

Contact patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org to add your 

name.

If you’d like to donate an item to the Silent Auction 

or have a speaker or workshop idea, please share 

them with Patricia also. 

Our own Mary Martin, PathWays editor and Past 

Moderator of the Presbytery PW, is the Churchwide 

Gathering Chair. She welcomes your ideas and your 

support! We hope Greater Atlanta will have a BIG 

group at the 2018 Gathering.

PathWays – Spring, 2017
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AMIS

Karen Turney, 

karenturney@gmail.com

AMIS (Atlanta Ministry with International Students) 

had a wonderful group of 23 students visiting the 

Atlanta area for Christmas International House, 

December 19 - January 2.   Quite a few of our 

churches in the Presbytery (Oglethorpe, Covenant, 

Clairmont, Morningside, Mt. Vernon, Peachtree, 

Good Shepherd, Central, Trinity - Atlanta, North 

Avenue, and Memorial Drive) provided meals and 

hospitality for the students during their stay.   

Presbyterians - individuals and families -  welcomed 

one or more students to stay with them for one or 

both weeks of the program. First Presbyterian of 

Atlanta provided a bus and driver for the 2 weeks.   

Thanks to all! Important announcement from the 

AMIS Board of Directors: Executive Director, Rev. 

Lisa Majoros, has tendered her resignation and will 

be leaving AMIS this month.  Lisa, who is a 

Presbyterian minister (soon to receive her D. Min 

degree) plans to return to transitional, interim 

pastoral church ministry.

Since taking over AMIS leadership in 2012 from 

founder and long-time executive director Fahed Abu-

Akel, Lisa has served AMIS with compassion and 

enthusiasm.  In addition to serving international 

students, Lisa oversaw improvements to AMIS 

marketing and branding, introduced improvements 

in operational practices, and implemented a 

committee structure for the Board. 

As we look ahead, we are committed to continuing 

our mission - to promote cultural understanding 

through friendship and hospitality with international 

students in the Greater Atlanta area. We are 

fortunate that our experienced and capable Program 

Administrator, Dené Dixon, will continue in her role. 

We will soon begin the search for a part-time 

Executive Director - and welcome qualified 

candidates you may know.

Many thanks to Lisa for her ministry with AMIS. 

Mark your calendars for AMIS Day event - Sunday, 

February 26, 2017, 4 - 6 p.m. at St. Martin in the 

Fields Episcopal Church, 3110 Ashford Dunwoody 

Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30319.

Thornwell

Mary Evans, 770-493-9489

tmevans@bellsouth.net

Thornwell children enjoyed a wonderful holiday 

season! Some took post-Christmas trips to the zoo 

and the ice rink while all enjoyed a great holiday 

break from school. 

Each year middle and high school children 

participate in a project of “giving back” as they raise 

money for charity. In the spring students hold a bake 

sale to raise funds to augment the funding of the 

Farrell Fund, a gift of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Farrell of 

Columbia, SC. In the fall students decide on a local, a 

national, and an international mission to receive the 

combined funds. This year they had $6802 to share. 

To determine which charity to support, all students 

submitted a rationale explaining the reasons they 

selected their particular mission. Then, collectively, 

they discussed and decided. Middle school girls were 

responsible for selecting a national mission. They 

chose the American Red Cross. Middle school boys 

selected a local mission, the Harvest Hope Food 

Bank. High school students decided to split their 

funds between 3 international mission efforts: a 

Presbyterian Mission Agency project to provide a 

boat and supplies for the Philippines, a Samaritan’s 

Purse project to provide clean water supplies and a 

donation to Christy Simoneau, a youth group 

volunteer who is raising funds for a two-year mission 

assignment to the U.K. with ReachAcross. On 

December 9 students presented their recipients with 

checks. “Presenting the checks meant a lot to our 

kids,” said Jenn Stanley, Thornwell’s Director of Faith 

Formation and Christian Nurture. “It was a great 

opportunity for them to meet and hear from the 

charities they raised money for.” If you would like to 

donate to Thornwell and to this endeavor, please 

visit

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/Thornwell?c

ode=Website%20Button or mail a donation to 

Thornwell, 302 South Broad Street, Clinton, SC 

29325

Call Mary if you would like to visit the Thornwell 

campus. 770-493-9489.
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Issues

Sheila Louder, 404-376-6648

sheilaloud@Hotmail.com

Black History Month Observance 

The Movie - Hidden Figures (No More) - What a story! An African American woman and a Presbyterian 

Woman help calculate the trajectories flown by the 1969 Apollo spacecraft that landed on the moon, manned 

by John Glenn. “Hidden Figures.” a movie revealing the gifts and talents of African Americans but especially 

African American Women.

Katherine Johnson as the only African American mathematician in her department at NASA Langley Research 

Center (1960’s) faced blatant racism but it did not hinder her from excelling as a stellar NASA employee. In 

the book Hidden Figures, author Margot Lee Shutterly also highlights Christine Darden,  a PW and former 

employee at NASA Langley Research Center. Christine worked on Sonic Boom and its effect with air travel.

Dr. Johnson and Mrs. Darden are both members at Carver Memorial Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in New Port 

News, Virginia.

Dr. Johnson is 99 years old and still resides in the Hampton, Virginia area. She was born in White Sulpher

Springs, West Virginia. Because the local schools only offered classes through the eighth grade to African 

Americans Dr. Johnson’s father enrolled her and her siblings in a school 125 miles from their home town. She 

graduated high school at the age of 14. She went on to study at West Virginia State College, now West 

Virginia University.  In 1937 at the age of 18, she graduated Summa Cum Laude with majors in Mathematics 

and French. She continued her education at West Virginia University with further studies in Mathematics and 

Physics. 

Dr. Johnson began her career in education as a teacher. She was hired in 1953 at NASA Langley Research 

Center. Like most women at NASA, Dr. Johnson was hired to perform technical calculations. Women of 

African American heritage were typically assigned to “all black computer pools.” Because of her outstanding 

mathematical skills within weeks of her entry in the NASA ranks, Dr. Johnson was asked to temporarily assist 

in the Spacecraft Dynamics Branch in the Flight and Control Division. She never returned to her “all black 

computer pool.”

Dr. Johnson coauthored 21 NASA reports and professional conference papers at a time when those who 

performed calculations were typically not named as participants. 

According to Dr. Johnson, even after computers began to be used to calculate the orbits of Mercury capsules, 

John Glenn called on her to verify the computers’ calculations.

Hidden Figures – you’re encouraged to see the movie!  Your 90 minutes of viewing time-Priceless!

PW Calendar - 2017

February 26, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. AMIS Day, St. Martin’s in the Fields Episcopal Church

March 3 World Day of Prayer

March 5 Hunger Walk

March 19, 2:30 p.m. PW Annual Gathering, Philadelphia Presbyterian Church

April 27, 10:00 a.m. Come See Columbia Day, Columbia Theological Seminary

May 6, 9:00 a.m. PWP Coordinating Team meeting, location TBD

PathWays – Spring, 2017
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Villa International

Gretta Wray Burns, 404-636-2069

gswburns@bellsouth.net

VIVA VILLA, the annual major fund-raising Event  

held on November 13, 2016, was a resounding 

success! The Global Community Service Award  for 

2016 went  to Kenneth L. Herrmann, M. D., who has 

been actively involved with Villa for over 34 years. In 

1982 Ken responded to the need for a 

representative from the Atlanta Episcopal Diocese to 

join the Villa Board of Directors. Ken is a 

distinguished physician, researcher and public 

servant who was with the CDC for 32 years; he held 

several important posts, in and outside that 

organization, and his participation lead to several 

advances in the public health arena, most notably, 

the Smallpox Eradication Program, measles and 

rubella control programs, identification of HIV, polio 

eradication, and viral hemorrhagic fever outbreaks.

Ken has been very active at St. Bartholomew’s 

Episcopal Church in Atlanta. Among his many 

contributions in volunteer work, he founded and 

directed a shelter for homeless families, (Nickolas 

House), and though he retired from CDC, he has 

remained a devoted volunteer at Villa, serving in 

numerous capacities, including “TeaMaster” for the 

annual Mothers Day Tea.

Other highlights from the VIVA Event included a 

Bollywood-style dance performance by Gaurika Bhat 

and Anoosha Kumar; Silent Auction of 74 items 

featuring a safari trip and other travel opportunities, 

restaurants, entertainment and various gifts; a 

variety of wines from four countries, gourmet 

cheeses and sweets; about 25 Villa current 

international guests mingling with the crowd, and 

the excellent Master of Ceremonies, John 

Weatherford, a local radio personality.

Villa estimates that close to 200 people attended; 

proceeds from donations of sponsors, ticket sales 

and silent auction sales made a significant addition 

to Villa’s bottom line.

Mark your calendars for next year’s VIVA VILLA in 

November, 2017. You won’t want to miss it!

Mission Haven

Gwynne Mesimer, 678-787-8239

gmesimer@comcast.net

See Mission Haven in the springtime! Gather at the 

Clothes Closet after Come See Columbia Day 

activities on Thursday, April 27th for a tour of our 

residences and common areas. See how your 

contributions provide hospitality to our 

missionaries. If you are unable to join us, make time 

to watch – and share --our video at 

https://vimeo.com/161227648.

If you’d like to know more, please visit our webpage

at www.missionhaven.net, like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/MissionHaven, or contact 

Gwynne Messimer. Thank you!

We are looking for a few dedicated volunteers to 

help in the Clothes Closet. Please contact Susan Adle

at 404-791-1363.

Come See Columbia Day

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Harrington Center on the Columbia Campus

701 Columbia Drive, Decatur, GA

Gathering & registration – 9:00 a.m.

Worship – 10:00 a.m.

Worship led by Dr. Israel Galindo, Associate 

Dean for Lifelong Learning and Director of 

Online Education

Workshops, including Beth Johnson teaching 

the upcoming Hebrews Bible Study

PathWays – Spring, 2017
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Images from the PW Retreat

Jesus - Through the Lens of the Arts

Retreat leader Lisle Gwynn Garrity, founder and Creative Director of A Sanctified Art, led the 60 

participants in exploring the value of visual arts in worship, exploring the intersection of fear and creativity, 

and working together to create beautiful banners inspired by Psalm 65.

Groups worked together to create banners made from 

fabric and paint.

Discussing “the magic happens outside our comfort zones.”

The Calvin Center retreat space was 

transformed into a “studio” then a 

“gallery” displaying banners inspired by 

Psalm 65 – “ . . . the meadows clothe 

themselves with flocks, the valleys deck 

themselves with grain, they shout and 

sing together for joy.” 

PathWays – Spring, 2017
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