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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Please be seated. Good 

morning.  

I greet you this morning in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. And I bring you greetings 

on behalf of your brothers and sisters in a faraway country called Georgia. In the Episcopal Diocese 

of Atlanta, where I'm privileged to serve as its 10th bishop. So I bring you greetings on behalf of your 

brothers and sisters there, more than 50,000 men, women, children, teenagers, and feisty seniors 

worshiping in 112 congregations over middle and north Georgia, 75 and a half counties, one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism. Am I in the right place this morning? 

All right. We've got to liven this thing up now, all right. I am delighted to be here with you, when 

Bishop Ed says come and go. Most of us come and go. I want you to know and I could go on and I 

wouldn't embarrass him, but I want you to know in case you don't already know, that you've got the 

real thing here. You've got the real thing here as Bishop. Why else would I deliver two lectures in 

Manhattan and then jump on an airplane and fly from Manhattan to Atlanta and then from Atlanta to 

Oklahoma City last night, getting in late, if you didn't have the real thing here? 

Let me also say that I've been doing this long enough as a baptized person, and as a clergy person, 

now as bishop, that I know that it's Debbie we have to thank, I thought you might agree. People 

thank my wife, Beth, all the time for the sermons and all the other stuff, dressing me and getting me 

out to work, so.  

Well I am delighted to be here with you, and let me just congratulate you on your theme for this, 

your 79th annual convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, right on the front of your 

bulletin, right out there for God and everybody to see. “`First, be reconciled to your brother or sister, 

and then, and then, come offer your gift.” “First, be reconciled to your brother or sister. And then, 

come and offer your gift.” This is reflection number one on this, and later on comes reflection number 

two, and then there's a sermon somewhere. But I want to congratulate you on this because am I the 
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only one who realizes that we've got to deal with this head on? Y'all watching the news? Not only the 

news, but just in the spheres of our own lives, divisiveness, the fractured nature, the blame game. 

Thank God we have a Lord and Savior in Jesus Christ, who in His genius was already working on 

this way back when.  

And so now is the time that we dig down deep in who we are. This is who we are. This is the purpose 

of the Church. The prayer book lays it so plain, that we are the people whose purpose is to be 

reconcilers, having first been reconciled ourselves to God through Jesus Christ. Are y'all reading that 

stuff, oh, okay. I wanted to make sure. We're reading from the same book, are we not? All right. So 

can't you just see here for a second, Jesus has just finished a Sermon on the Mount, you know, blessed 

is this and blessed is the other thing. Blessed is all that other good stuff? Right? You know the deal.  

And I like it, you know, he's sort of like some of our preaching, you know? He preaches at a 40,000-

foot level. Blessed is this-- you know nobody objects. Of course we all want world peace, of course. 

Yes! I'll have some over here. Double scoop, thank you. But then, as the old saying goes, Jesus moves 

from preaching to… 

From preaching to meddling. Right? And this is what every good preacher should really be skilled in. 

Moving from the wide end of the funnel down into the so what, down into our life together, down 

into my stuff. You see, if we continue to keep Jesus at arm's length, then all this is, is a polite 

gathering with a petite snack. And I don't think the Lord intended that. I think the Lord intended for 

full partnership with us, that you and I would walk this journey with him and that you and I would 

offer up ourselves, our souls, and bodies to the work that he calls us to do, which is reconciliation.  

How do we get to reconciliation? That's the question. I mean, everybody sort of categorically agrees 

that we need to do that. How do we get there? That's the question. Well, see, I believe we start with 

us. I listen to the debates. I listened to every minute of the RNC. I listened to every minute of the 

DNC. I listened to every genre of talk radio there is to listen to, because I think I owe my people that. 

I think for me in the role that I occupy to just be a partisan, diminishes the role and does not increase 

the celebrity of Jesus Christ. So I listen, and you know what I realize? That all of us are just like Paul 

in Romans 8. The good I want to do, I don't do. The bad I don't want to do, I do. Who will save me 

from this body of death, oh wretched man that I am? And then the answer comes, Jesus Christ. So 

discipleship for us means we follow Him on His path, and what's the path? Well, starting with us. 

We've got to start with us.  
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You know, I love The Episcopal Church. I don't know why everybody's not an Episcopalian. Because 

the stuff we have is good medicine for the soul, right? It's in our liturgy. It's in our liturgy. We start 

off with the good news of Jesus Christ. We have an exposition by some big-mouthed preacher from 

far away. And then, when we worship normatively, what happens after that? We've confirm what we 

believe, the tradition we've been given, and then we move, oftentimes, into confession. Do you realize 

how radical that is? To be in a room full of sinners and everybody say, "I am deficient." You know, 

we have an altar call in the Episcopal Church every Sunday. Don't you love it? I do, personally. This 

is why I stay. Because when I go to the altar rail, I've got a sinner on my left, and I've got a sinner on 

my right, and I've got a sinner in the middle.  

And then we have this gesture of being deficient together where we say, "Lord, I have struggled, 

Lord. I have tried this week, but I fall short, Lord. And so I need to take strength from the sinner on 

the right and the sinner on the left and from the God all around." That's where we start, seriousness 

of that.  

The lesson talks about before you leave your gift, right? It's better in the Greek. Before you leave your 

oblation, before you leave your pouring out, go pour out to your brother or sister that you have 

ought against, oblation. Now, I know that this august room and the intense theology that's done in 

places like this-- you know that oblation is one of the seven genres of prayer outlined in the Book of 

Common Prayer. Say, "Amen." 

Now, you shouldn't say "Amen" because you didn't know that. Tell the truth now. It'll shame the 

devil. But I want you to know it.  

Let me ask you a question. What's your default prayer setting? If you were to take a moment, just 

think about that, what's your default prayer setting? Some of us, it's thankfulness. God, I'm so 

thankful. Right? For some of us, it's intersection. As soon as we think to pray, we pray for other 

people. For others of us, it's repentance. I'm sorry, Lord. I missed. I'll get 'em next time. In all of my 

years in my work, not many of us, not many of us, maybe not enough of us, default to oblation.  

And I say to you that oblation is connected to adoration. In other words, the larger and larger we 

make Jesus the celebrity of our life, what immediately corresponds and connects is the oblation of our 

life. The higher his star is above my life, the more I pour out my life. I have actually turned a corner in 

my prayer life. I have stopped praying for stuff, things, even health, I confess. I call it the Santa Claus-

ification of God. I've kind of stopped. I'm not deep. I don't know why it is, the Spirit just moved. And 
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now I realize that the prayer I need to be praying, at least in my season now, is how could I help you 

today, God? See, this is the spirituality, I think, that is necessarily if you and I are going to talk about 

race, misogyny, right? If we're going to talk about what's really in the room, about how difficult it is 

to live out the founders' words in their fullness, to be an American family, if we're going to do that, 

we can't be shooting ideas back and forth across a fence at each other. Somehow, somehow, and I 

think we can do this in the Church first, somehow we've got to realize our own collusion and 

culpability with the status quo. There it is. I said it.  

But Paul says this: "Therefore, now there is no condemnation in Christ Jesus." Now, that's the Good 

News, which is to say that I can take up the courage of looking at myself in the mirror, all the 

blessings that I am, all the blemishes that I am, and know, yet, I'm still beloved by God. I find, how 

about you, that the more I acknowledge the sinner that I am, the more I have authentic fellowship 

with other sinners. I like sinners. Some of us are in denial about that, about that we're sinners. But if 

we're not sinners, then we're not redeemed, and all this is a waste of time.  

So as I'm setting the stage here for conversations, I just want us to start there, and here's the ask. I'm 

asking you, now. Is there some square footage of your heart that you have yet to give to God? See, the 

prayer is yes, your real attitude about them and those. He already knows. She already knows. So let's 

stop the fake, quasi-religious dance that we do with God. So the ask is, in all that we do over the next 

day or so, can you say another yes? I mean a real yes. Can you acknowledge that I may not be an 

active participant in X, but I breathe the air, and I haven't been taking up all the agency that Christ 

calls me to have as a Baptized person, and so therefore, it's soft collusion with the stuff. See, nobody's 

clean, nobody, nobody, nobody, nobody, nobody. 

I get in trouble for this. I'm African-American, or at least beige, and my degree is in History, my first 

degree. And see, I tell you I like sinners, so I get called to talk about stuff sometimes, and I talk about 

stuff. Inevitably, we talk about the Atlantic Slave Trade, and you know what's enlivening about the 

Atlantic Slave Trade, about confronting that part of our American story is this. Nobody's clean. The 

Atlantic Slave Trade doesn't happen without the collusion and cooperation of black West Africans. It 

doesn't happen, chapter we've not talked about. We're all in it, everybody. Right? So how do we be 

reconciled? 

I rarely get a Sunday off, as you might imagine, but my wife said, "You will have this Sunday off." 

Right? Maybe Debbie does that for you, Ed. Because my kids were performing at their church, so I 
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slipped in incognito. Doesn't work. My kid - one plays the tuba. He did a good job. The other one - 

spoken word people, you can imagine, there they go. That was all fine. That was all cool. Done it. 

Been there. Got five kids. Don't try that at home. Been to any number of programs. That's my point. 

But what absolutely arrested me, took me over, and I'm not a soft sell. I jumped out of helicopters for 

a living, in lots of fingernail-dirty places in the world. This little 5-foot girl stood up and sang this 

beautiful song by a Gospel artist by the name of Lauren Daigle. I had never heard it before. And 

nobody breathed because it was real. And she said, "Here's my heart, Lord. Here's my heart, Lord. 

Here's my heart, Lord. Speak what is true." I was done. She electrified that place with something that 

was real, and I think that's Jesus' appeal, that he electrifies us with His authenticity.  

If we're going to be reconciled to one another, we've got to start there. Get in the room. Get in the 

stuff, even the stuff you don't want to admit is part of your story. That's the starting place. Before I 

give somebody advice on an issue from a partisan position, I've got to get with me. And I've got to 

get with the Lord and the promises that I made to him at my baptism and that I continue to make. 

Myrlie Evers, with all the hell she'd experienced in her life back in the '60s, was asked to pray at the 

second inaugural of President Obama. And you know, coming from where she'd come from, seeing 

this nation at its worst, experienced that, having lost a husband shot to death on her front stoop in 

front of her children, she could have said anything. Anything. But such was her journey that she 

prayed this: "There's something in me that holds the reins. There's something in me that banishes the 

pain. There's something in me, I just can't explain. But thank God Almighty there's something within 

me." Go to that over the next day or so. That's where it's life. That's where joy will be born. Name it. 

Grieve it. Move on. Let hope be born. 

I like how Wesley finished one of his wonderful songs. I don't mind that he's a Methodist so much. 

Oh, for 1,000 tongues to sing the Great Redeemer's praise, the glory of my God and King, the 

triumphs of His grace." That's the game. To let Grace triumph by virtue of our work in reconciling 

ourselves to one another. 


