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Youth leaders are college bound, thanks to mentoring 
and tutoring of Neighborhood Youth Association, an 
institution of the diocese.

Lizette has been accepted by both Mills 
and Whittier colleges; Erick has ap-
plied to MIT, Cal Berkeley, and 20 

other schools. Both are among a group of 30 
students being mentored for 100% college 
placement and on-time high-school gradu-
ation by Neighborhood Youth Association, 
an institution of the Episcopal Diocese of Los 
Angeles since 1906.

 “Everyone can share in their success,” 
said Canon Robert Williams, NYA president. 
“This year especially we are in great need of 
financial gifts to the annual scholarship ap-
peal. We respectfully ask all in the diocese — 
individuals and groups alike — to consider 
a contribution in any amount, from $5 to 
$5,000, to assist our students from families 
who are working to break the cycle of pov-
erty and hardship.”

 Gifts may be made online through the se-
cure website www.nyayouth.org, or mailed to 
NYA at 1016 Pleasant View Avenue, Venice, 
CA 90291. Phone inquiries: 310.664.8893. 
To date, the agency has raised one-third, or 
$20,000, of its $60,000 goal for this initiative.

Donors also have the option of attending 
NYA’s 34th Annual Scholarship Awards Din-
ner, set for Saturday, March 4, 6 – 8:30 p.m., 
in the nave of St. John’s ProCathedral, Los 
Angeles, under the theme “Renaissance.” 
Tickets, priced at $150 each, or $1,200 per 
table of eight, may be purchased via the on-
line and postal addresses above, ideally be-
fore Feb. 17. ?

Help urban youth
enroll in college
Contribute online, or at March 4
benefit dinner for NYA students

Standing with refugees —  Congregations across the diocese posted social media messages  
Jan. 29 expressing solidarity with persons affected by the president’s travel ban. participating churches included 
(above) All saints, pasadena; (below, row 1) epiphany, east L.A.; st. Andrew’s, irvine; (row 2) epiphany, oak park; 
trinity, L.A.; holy Faith, inglewood; (row 3) st. peter’s, santa maria; messiah, santa Ana. the diocesan Facebook 
page includes photos from st. edmund’s, san marino; st. Athanasius, echo park; st. John’s proCathedral, and 
more. Advocacy efforts continue via the diocesan sanctuary task Force (see bishop’s column, next page).

http://www.episcopalnews.com
http://nyayouth.org/


F r o m  t h e  b i s h o p s 

— sunday, february 5 —
12:30 – 4 p.m. men and the father wound: 
discovering a new freedom 
Holy Spirit Retreat Center 
4316 Lanai Road, Encino 
Information/Registration: stillpointca.org 

5 p.m. Taizé eucharist 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: allsaintstaize@gmail.com

9 p.m. compline at the cathedral 
St. John’s ProCathedral 
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 
Information: stjohnsla.org/compline 

— sunday, february 12 —
4:30 p.m. solemn evensong & organ recital 
St. James in-the-City Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles 90010 
Information: stjla.org/greatmusic

5 p.m. chamber music concert iii: J. s. bach 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

5 p.m. contemplative evening eucharist 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: allsaintstaize@gmail.com

— saTurday, february 18 —
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. spiritual retreat for women
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
4400 Barranca Parkway, Irvine 92604  
Information: 949.559.4699

5 p.m. latin vigil mass with the laschola
St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046
Information: www.saintthomashollywood.org

— sunday, february 19 —
5 p.m. bilingual Jazz vespers: carol bach-y-rita
All Saints Episcopal Church
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena
Information: mhayes@allsaints-pas.org

For more events and program details visit  
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar.”

A r o u N d  t h e  d i o C e s e 

Solidarity & Sanctuary

M atthew 25 makes it clear in the 
words of Jesus: “I was a stranger, 
and you welcomed me.” This is the 

spirit in which the Diocese of Los Angeles 
faithfully continues its outreach and advo-
cacy on behalf of refugees and immigrants, 
working ecumenically through our IRIS pro-
gram and also Diocesan Convention’s recent 
“Sanctuary Diocese” resolution.  

When we see the news reports of fully vet-
ted, hard-working families turned back while 
en route to U.S. airports, of individuals denied 
access to hospitalized loved ones, of children 
subjected to war-torn environments, we know 
that the administration’s recent dispensations 
have been not only unjust but cruel. 

Rejection of refugees on the basis of religion 
and national origin is incompatible with U.S. 
values. Such actions also are in violation of 
the provisions of the Geneva Convention, in 
addition to being xenophobic and unethical.

The U.S. Constitution is also clear about our 
freedoms: From the Establishment Clause — 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof…” These aspects are 
now central as the courts take up challenges 
to the president’s recent actions.

We acknowledge that our government and 
its leaders have an obligation to protect the 
citizens of our country; however, there are 
ethical, legal and non-discriminatory ways to 
accomplish that important mandate. 

Creating international chaos has no place 
in our world, nor does inciting fear and un-
certainty among children and families. Pros-
ecution of criminals is another matter, but 
attempts to criminalize the innocent are unac-
ceptable.

Meanwhile, our diocesan community con-
tinues to stand in solidarity with refugees and 
immigrants, and particularly at this time with 

our Muslim sisters 
and brothers, shar-
ing with them and 
our Jewish friends 
the mutual heri-
tage of the Abra-
hamic faiths. We 
stand also especially with Latinos concerned 
about border issues and residency status.

If you would like to become more involved 
in the work of interfaith solidarity, immigrant 
sanctuary, and related ministries, please con-
tact our diocesan offices of Global Partner-
ship, Community Relations, IRIS (Interfaith 
Refugee & Immigration Services), and the 
Sanctuary Task Force co-chaired by the Rev. 
Francisco Garcia of Holy Faith, Inglewood, 
and the Rev. Canon Jaime Edwards-Acton of 
St. Stephen’s, Hollywood. 

May God bless you as together we follow 
our Lord’s calling to stand together with 
refugees. ?

by bishop J. Jon bruno
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April 1 for a Lenten Via Crucis trek from 
Echo Park to Friendship Park at the Mexi-
co-U.S. border. Offered to express solidar-
ity with immigrants, the journey features 
Stations of the Cross at parish churches 
along the drive, culminating with a beach 
walk to the border fence. San Diego Bish-
op James Mathes will share in presiding 
at the Eucharist there. Times and itinerary 
will be posted in the coming weeks. ?

Save tHe date: 
‘Called to the Wall’ pilgrimage
set for Saturday, April 1
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