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For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
Son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder; and his name will 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. — Isaiah 9:6

These words of Isaiah are often seen as 
words that foretell and foreshadow the 

coming of Jesus of Nazareth, born of Mary. 
The truth is, these words befit Him because 
this child changed the world. This child 
changes lives. This child changes us.

I remember when our oldest daughter was 
a baby. My wife and I were young. We were 
footloose and fancy-free.  It was just the two 
of us newlyweds, so if we wanted to go out 
to eat dinner, we went out to eat dinner. If we 
decided to go to a movie at the last minute, 
we just went.  We actually felt like we had 
money back then.  And we did have a little 
bit of discretionary income. We could pretty 
much do what we wanted to do, within rea-
son, and we didn’t have to think too much 
about the consequences or impact of a spon-
taneous decision and what we had to do to 

make that happen.
And then, all of a sudden, 

this little, innocent human 
being, a little child, came 
into our lives, and literally 
gained control over our entire world. Before 
we could do anything else we had to think 
about, “Who’s going to keep the baby?” or 
“Is this a good time for us to go without the 
baby?”  We soon learned that we were not in 
control of our lives anymore.  Even our sleep-
ing patterns became very different. We would 
stay awake when the baby was awake and we 
went to sleep when the baby went to sleep. 
Literally this child began to control our lives 
and the child didn’t even know she was doing 
it. And then we had a second one she did the 
exact same thing. And I’ve since learned that 
that’s what babies do.  When they arrive they 
take over!  And their parents begin to develop 
their lives around this child. To mold their en-
tire lives around this precious needy baby.

Isaiah wrote, “Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given . . . and his name will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” This 

child who was born of Mary changes every-
thing. This child born in a manger, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, changes how we live. This 
child born to the sound of angels singing Glo-
ria in excelcis Deo — this child to whom the 
wise ones came from afar bearing gifts — this 
child changed the way the entire world works. 

And this Jesus, born into a world torn by 
strife and hatred and division and pain and 
poverty, this child is born anew wherever men 
and women say, “I’ll follow him. I’ll follow 
him as my savior. I’ll follow him as my Lord.” 

When this child grew up, he said his reason 
for coming — again quoting Isaiah, from the 
61st chapter: The spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor, to proclaim release to the 
captives, the recovery of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty all those who are oppressed, and 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

This child, when he grew up, came to show 
us the way to live lives of love, lives of com-
passion, lives of goodness, lives of kindness, 
lives of justice. This child came to show us 
how to change the world. So this Christ-
mas, make room for him to change us.  This 
Christmas help us change the world. And 
make a new commitment to go out from this 
day, to let this Christmas Day be the first day 
of a new world.

God bless you. God keep you. Have a 
blessed Christmas.  A Happy New Year.  And 
go on out and change the world!

A video version of this message may be 
found at  bit.ly/2hjzphy.

‘This child came to show us 
how to change the world’
A Christmas message from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
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Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry will be the keynote 
speaker when members of the Diocese of Los Ange-

les and the Southwest California Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America come together on Sunday, 
Jan. 15 at 3 p.m. for a joint worship service celebrating 
the life and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The theme for the gathering, to be held at Westchester Lutheran Church, is “Living the 
Dream of God Now.” All are welcome; clergy are invited to vest (white albs and red stoles) 
and process. 

Westchester Lutheran Church is located at 7831 South Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles. For 
further information, contact the Rev. Canon Frank Alton, provost of the Cathedral Center, 
at 213.482.2040, ext. 201, or falton@ladiocese.org. 

Episcopalians, Lutherans to 
celebrate Martin Luther King 
Day together on January 15

the episcopal news Update email newsletter and 
weekly bulletin insert will be on hiatus for the 
weeks of Dec. 25 and jan. 1, resuming publica-
tion for jan. 8. 



F r o m  t h e  B i s h o p s 
— sunday, december 18 —

4 p.m. an olde english christmas concert 
St. George’s Episcopal Church 
23802 Avenida de la Carlota, Laguna Hills 
Information: 949.837.4530

4 p.m. blue christmas service 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
419 South 4th Street, Redlands 92373 
Information: 909.793-2014

4:30 - 5:45 p.m. living nativity 
St. James’ Episcopal Church 
1325 Monterey Road, South Pasadena 91030 
Information: 626.799.9194

5 p.m. advent evensong 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: ddaniels@allsaints-pas.org

6 p.m. festival of nine lessons & carols 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

6 p.m. sacramentum / advent lessons & carols 
St. James’ Episcopal Church 
1325 Monterey Road, South Pasadena 91030 
Information: 626.799.9194

9 p.m. compline at the cathedral
St. John’s ProCathedral
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles
Information: stjohnsla.org/compline

— monday, december 19 —
6 p.m. blue christmas service
St. Mary’s Church
428 Park Avenue, Laguna Beach
Information: 949.494.3542

— Tuesday, december 20 —
8:15 p.m. musical Tidings of comfort and Joy
Saint Mark’s Church     
1014 E. Altadena Drive, Altadena 91001
Information: 626.798.6747

For more events and program details visit  
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar.”
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The stern lecture: walter brueggemann
Friday – Saturday, January 6 – 7
St. Matthew’s Church
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades
Information: 310.454.1358, ext. 128

Read more at bit.ly/2gmiwlg.

stewardship365 orientation
Saturday, January 7, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
St. Paul’s, Tustin and St. Paul’s, Ventura
Saturday, January 14, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
St. Stephen’s, Beaumont, and St. James’, L.A.
www.kscopeinstitute.org/program-information

Introducing the diocesan stewardship 
program for 2017.

‘what’s going on with our Teens?’ 
Saturday, January 7, 1 p.m.
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
330 E. 16th Street, Upland 91784
Information: gfscalifornia@gmail.com
How human traffickers use the internet to 

prey on vulnerable teens. Hosted by GFS.

epiphany writing retreat with Judith favor
Saturday, January 14, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
St. George’s Episcopal Church & Academy
23802 Avenida De La Carlota, Laguna Hills
Information: bit.ly/2hqfosk

From Stillpoint. Rev. Judith L. Favor is a 
UCC minister, spiritual director and author 
of several books.

forma conference for christian educators
Wednesday – Friday, January 25 – 27
Hyatt Regency Orange County
11999 Harbor Blvd., Garden Grove 92840
Informatio: episcoforma.org/2017-conference

Lutheran pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber, key-
note speaker. Read more at bit.ly/2gmruzt

The bishop’s ball 
Saturday, January 28, 6 – 10 p.m.
St. Cross Church
1818 Monterey Blvd., Hermosa Beach

For high school-age Episcopalians. Hours 
and other details to be announced.

spiritual retreat for women 
Saturday, February 18, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
St. Andrew’s Church
4400 Barranca Parkway, Irvine 92604
Information: 949.559.4699

Author Nora Gallagher, keynote speaker 
for “Strength for the Journey.” Read more at  
bit.ly/2h84xvT.

ecw annual conference: stir up the spirit
Friday – Saturday, February 24 – 25
All Saints Episcopal Church
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena
Information/Registration: conta.cc/2f4l0no

Keynote address by the Rev. Rebecca Ste-
vens, founder of Thistle Farms. Read more at 
bit.ly/2eoh6n2. ?

Notable events coming up in the new year

Bishop J. Jon Bruno and Mary Bruno
and Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce and Stephen Bruce

with Bishop Coadjutor-elect John Taylor and Kathy O’Connor,
wish you a joyous Christmastide, and
blessings and peace in the New Year.

Episcopal News 
Winter 2017  
issue is online
The Episcopal News, 
Winter 2017, is now 
available online. 
This issue contains 
full coverage of the 

2016 Diocesan Convention and election 
of Canon John Taylor as bishop coadjutor. 
To download in versions suitable for read-
ing online or printing, visit the Episcopal 
News website at www.episcopalnews.com. 


