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ADVENT – A PURPOSEFUL ANTICIPATION
You may have noticed that Christmas is right around the corner. It gets me every time and yet it comes
on the same day each year. What sets off my Christmas alarm is when I begin to hear Christmas music
the day after Halloween, and I’m not exaggerating when I heard, on a local radio station, “I’m
Dreaming of a White Christmas” as I drove through town on November 1 st. The stores start offering
their Black Friday deals on the Monday prior in hopes of drawing just a little more of the revenue with
which they desire to end the year in the black. Unfortunately, our culture buys into the plan (pun
intended) as we feel that to get the good deals on the right gifts for Christmas we need to capitalize on
the sales. Let me be the first to admit, I like a deal so I get where you’re coming from, if that is you, and
I certainly do not fault you. In fact, if I pay full price for something for Christmas, I feel that I have been
cheated because there are so many deals out there. What I want to do is to remind us that Christmas is
not about the deals! In fact, leading up to Christmas we should feel an overwhelming sense of
anticipation! What are we anticipating? The celebration of the greatest birthday the world has ever
known!

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

Each year, on the Sunday after Thanksgiving, we enter a time in the church calendar called Advent.
The Advent season is meant to be one that points us to our huge need for a Savior, Jesus the Messiah.
Each year should be a reminder that while the gifts are nice, the food is good, and a few days off from
work are certainly welcomed by most, the meaning of Christmas is so much more. It is about the
celebration and remembrance of the birth of Christ. While our culture would have us fall into line with
the norm of celebrating Christmas now, before it is here, I would encourage you to remember the words
of John the Baptist… “I have come to prepare the way for the one who is much greater than I, one
whom I am not even worthy to untie the thongs of his sandals.” Let the anticipation build for the
coming king so when Christmas day arrives the celebration is one that cannot be rivaled by any event
that has come before it.
In the meantime, we will walk through the days of Advent gazing through the lens of Hope,
Preparation, Joy, and Love together. May this season be a season that produces great gladness within
your heart and within your family. Most importantly, may it draw you closer to the King of Kings who
came in the form of a baby on Christmas morning to bring salvation to the world.
Blessings during this Advent season!

Fr. Wes +

A Good Ole’ Fashion Fun Family Christmas Event
Join the Holy Cross Family on Sunday, December
18th at 5:00pm for a “Pot Luck, Kids’ Christmas
Program, and Hanging of the Greens.” We will
meet around the dinner table, followed by the
Holy Cross children’s presentation of the story of
Christmas. Following the program, the children
will meet in the Genesis Room to decorate cookies,
while any adult who is able, is invited to help
decorate the church with greens for the Christmas
season.

ANGEL TREE

Advent, the beginning of our new Church Year, is here. This is the period
when we prepare for the celebration of the Birth of Our Lord. It is also
when we, at Holy Cross, join together to plan our Angel Tree; the time
when we prepare Christmas for those who are less fortunate than we are.
Names are being gathered and lists are being made. Mark your calendar,
or put this memo on your refrigerator! These are important dates:
The Angel Tree, with names hanging on it, is up. Each ribbon has the
names of two angels for the same child. Shades of pink and blue will give
the child’s first name, a number, and a letter. The second tag has the first
name only. There will be a sign-up sheet with matching information, near
the tree. Please sign your name and phone number next to the matching
info. This is merely a means by which to keep track of the angels and their
wishes. There may be additional names added later.

Tom Mann
Nance Wynn
Karyn Jones
Jo Grove
Melissa Williamson
Palmer Chambliss
Isabella Espinoza
Ethan Williamson
William Barnes
Jeanne Sandford
Aiden Johnson
Nolan Amberson
Courtney Dollar
Evan Morse
Susan Caraway
Leigh McAnally
Abbey McAnally
Carol Crews
Brian Luttrell
David Meadows
Traci Folsom

2
2
2
5
5
7
11
11
15
15
16
17
18
18
19
21
23
25
29
29
30

Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

Also, there are Red and Green Food Angel tags. We hope to be able to
provide each family with a Christmas meal. During the following three
weeks, shop for your angels.

Ladies’ Night Out will join with the Mary and Martha of Bethany
Guild of ECW for a Christmas party on Thursday, December 15th at
6:30pm in the Genesis Room. Our dinner will be catered by The
Three Earred Rabbit. The estimated cost is $7.00. Let’s have some
non-holiday food and a Mimosa toast. This year, rather than gifts to
each other, we will honor our Vets through the Three Hots and A
Cot facility at the Clay residence on Old Springville Road.
Please bring a $10 to $15 gift from the following suggested list: a
package of white T-shirts (XL), long sleeved XL T-shirts (mix of
colors), XL socks (colors or white), slipper slides (L to XL), gloves, or
light weight jacket. We will “package and wrap” these items for
ladies and gentlemen after supper. See you in your holiday best on
Thursday, December 15th.

A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex for Poinsettias.
There are only 25 plants available. The cost is $15
each. Please make your check payable to Holy
Cross, note for Poinsettia in the memo line, and
place in the offering plate.

Ladies’ Night Out will begin the new year of 2017 on
Thursday, January 12th. As usual, we will go to The Palace
Chinese Restaurant. We will meet at the restaurant at 6:30
pm. Come, all ladies of Holy Cross, to begin the new year!

Steve Edwards
Sean O’Donnell
Ken Powers
Alyce Daniel
Ashley Morse
Jim Morse
Lauren Winstead
Carrie Hernandez
Victoria Stark
Bill Fyfe
Patrick Turner
Krista Fine
Andrey Ramp
Mike Rohr
Mark Hughes
Clayton Kizzire
Faye Kinstler
Harper Nichols
Camille Turner
Mary Kay Franks
Mary Virginia Mize
Tom Mitchell
Sandra Reaves
Grace Bramblette
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8
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12
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Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

December 18th: Return your wrapped gift with the “name only” angel
taped on the outside of the package and place it under the tree. Also,
return your food items on this date. There will be boxes for these items.
Following the 10:30 service on the 18th, we will have a “wrapping party” in
the Genesis Room. Lunch will be served. We will make our delivery
schedules for the 22nd – 24th at this time. Help will be needed in that area
as well. Sign-up sheets are forthcoming.
December 22nd – 24th. Delivery to Angels.
If you are unable to shop, or would rather have one of our elves do it for
you, you may make a monetary donation to help with this project. Please
place your check in the plate, made out to Holy Cross, making sure that
you write Angel Tree in the memo line.
We are working very hard to make this project “self-supporting” as it is
not part of our annual budget. We ask that you prayerfully consider
making this a part of your Christmas Season Giving. Please watch the
Sunday bulletins for further updates.

A Worship Team Training Session
will be held on Saturday,
December 10th at Holy Cross. If
you are currently an Acolyte,
Lector, or LEM or, if you are
interested in becoming one, please
see Fr. Wes or Deacon Susan for
more information. The session
will begin at 9:00am with prayer
and a continental breakfast,
followed by training. We will
dismiss at 11:00am.

Christmas Eve Services
5:30pm
10:30pm

Family Service
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day Service
10:00am

Holy Eucharist: Rite II

Please remember your
TEAM donations during
the holidays. They are in
need of cereal, peanut
butter, jelly and canned
meats, vegetables, & fruit.

December 4th

After the 10:30 service,
lunch at Mr. Chen’s.
Shopping for Angel
Tree stockings.

December 11th

5:00pm dinner.
Location to be
determined.
7:00pm movie - Elf at
the Alabama Theater.

December 18th

6:30pm. EYC will
assist children in
decorating cookies in
the Genesis Room.

Lipstick Stains: Once again we are having problems with lipstick stains
that cannot be removed from our purificators. Ladies, I encourage you to
please blot your lipstick on a Kleenex, a piece of paper, or the back of your
hand. Because of this problem, we are down to a small number of the
purificators that are used for wiping the chalice. Thank you for your
cooperation.

