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The Rev. John Taylor was elected bishop 
coadjutor of the Diocese of Los Angeles 
on the eighth ballot Dec. 3 by delegates 

gathered for the 121st annual meeting of the 
diocese at the Ontario Convention Center.

Taylor, 62, has served as vicar of St. John 
Chrysostom Church and School in Rancho 
Santa Margarita, California, since 2004. He 
was elected by 122 votes in the clergy order 
and 194 votes in the lay order.

The election culminated a nearly two-year 
search process. Los Angeles Bishop J. Jon 
Bruno announced during his address to con-
vention that he will retire at the beginning of 
Diocesan Convention 2017.

The other five nominees were:
u the Rev. Paul Fromberg, rector, St. Greg-

ory of Nyssa, San Francisco, California;
u the Rev. Rachel Nyback, rector, St. Cross 

Church, Hermosa Beach;
u the Rev. Anna Olson, rector, St. Mary’s, 

Los Angeles;
u the Rt. Rev. Pierre W. Whalon, bishop-in-

charge and suffragan to the presiding bishop, 
Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Eu-
rope;
u the Rev. Mauricio Wilson, rector, St. 

Paul’s Church, Oakland.
Nyback withdrew from the election after 

the second ballot; Olson and Whalon with-
drew after the fourth ballot. The voting was 
close between Fromberg and Taylor, who on 
the final ballot tied in the clergy order. Taylor 
prevailed in the lay order on all eight ballots.

“To our divided nation, to those living in 
fear and uncertainty, to anyone yearning for a 
rich relationship with the God in Christ who 
loves everyone without reservation, the Epis-
copal Church throws its arms open,” Taylor 
said after the election was announced. “In 
our diverse, far-flung diocese, we are united 
in our baptismal pledge to strive for justice 

and peace among all people and to respect the 
dignity of every human being, especially those 
who are most vulnerable. I look forward with 
joy to serving alongside my fellow ministers 
— laypeople, deacons, priests and bishops 
— as we continue to proclaim the gospel in 
word and deed.”

A lifelong Episcopalian, Taylor was born in 
Detroit, Michigan, in 1954, the son of jour-
nalists, and formerly served as chief of staff 
to former President Richard M. Nixon and 
later as the executive director of the Nixon 
Library.

He received a bachelor’s degree in political 
science at the University of California, San 
Diego, and a master of divinity at the Clare-
mont School of Theology and Bloy House. 
He is a graduate of Phillips Academy, Ando-
ver, Massachusetts.

He was ordained a priest in January 2004 
and also served as curate at the Church of St. 
Andrew the Apostle in Fullerton.

The Diocese of Los Angeles “groans with 
the potential for growth through mission and 
ministry to those in our communities who do 
not know our church but whom our God in 
Christ commands us to reach, embrace, em-
power and serve,” Taylor has said.

His is a “via media” leadership style — 
listening to his own instincts in consultation 

with others. “I listen to all stakeholders to 
learn from them,” he has said. “If they’ve 
been heard, they’ll be more likely to affirm 
my decision even if they don’t agree with it.”

Taylor has written two novels, Patterns of 
Abuse and Jackson Place, numerous newspa-
per and magazine articles and a blog, “The 
Episconixonian.”

Taylor married Kathleen Hannigan 
O’Connor in 2002; he has two daughters, 
Valerie and Lindsay, and two stepchildren, 
Daniel and Meaghan.

The Diocese of Los Angeles encompasses 
some 70,000 Episcopalians in 136 neigh-
borhood congregations and mission centers, 
some 40 schools and 15 other specialized 
service institutions located in six California 
counties. Los Angeles historically is one of 
the five most populous and culturally diverse 
of the Episcopal Church’s 109 dioceses.

Pending the canonically required consent 
of a majority of the Episcopal Church’s dioc-
esan standing committees and bishops with 
jurisdiction, Taylor will be ordained and con-
secrated as bishop coadjutor of the Diocese of 
Los Angeles on July 8, 2017 at the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles.

Full convention coverage will be provided 
in the upcoming Winter 2017 issue of The 
Episcopal News. ?
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Canon John h. taylor, flanked by Bishop suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce, Bishop J. Jon Bruno, and 
members of his family, addresses convention after his election as bishop coadjutor of the Diocese of 
los angeles. Pending consent from a majority of diocesan standing committees and bishops with 
jurisdiction in the wider Episcopal Church, taylor will be ordained as a bishop on saturday, July 8 in the 
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion at the music Center in los angeles.  

By Pat mcCaughan
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F r o m  t h E  B i s h o P s 

— sunday, december 11 —
1 p.m. our lady of guadalupe service 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: aramirez@allsaints-pas.org

4 p.m. christmas concert 
Grace Episcopal Church 
555 E. Mountain View Avenue, Glendora 91741 
Information: 626.335.3171

4 p.m. annual christmas concert 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: 562.420.1311 

4:30 p.m. advent procession of lesson & carols 
St. James in-the-City Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles 90010 
Information: greatmusic@saintJamesla.org

5 p.m. advent festival of lessons & carols 
Church of the Messiah 
614 N. Bush Street, Santa Ana 92701 
Information www.messiah-santaana.org

7:30 p.m. lessons & carols and choir concert 
St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church  
1175 S. San Gabriel Blvd., San Marino
Information: 626.793.9167

— Tuesday, december 13 —
6 p.m. homeless memorial service 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: jserrano@allsaints-pas.org

7 p.m. advent lessons and chants Taizé 
St Luke’s Episcopal Church 
525 E. 7th Street, Long Beach 90813 
Information: www.stlukeslb.org

— saTurday, december 17 —
5 p.m. advent lessons & carols –  laschola 
St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: www.saintthomashollywood.org

— sunday, december 18 —
4 p.m. blue christmas service 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
419 South 4th Street, Redlands 92373 
Information: 909.793-2014

5 p.m. advent evensong 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: ddaniels@allsaints-pas.org

6 p.m. festival of nine lessons & carols 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

For more events and program details visit  
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar.”
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canterbury irvine
louise stover

canterbury usc
Canon Patsy Brierley

canterbury westwood
John hirning

holy family adoption services
Janis rosebrook

secretary of convention
Canon Janet wylie

corporation of the diocese
the rev. melissa mcCarthy
Canon annette Graw

commission on ministry
the rev. Julie morris
mario Vargas

diocesan investment Trust
robert wycoff

diocesan council
the rev. Barbara stewart
richard henderson

standing committee
the rev. nancy Frausto
Canon randolph kimmler

deputies to general convention
Clergy:
the rev. lester mackenzie
the rev. melissa mcCarthy
the rev. Canon susan russell
the rev. Canon michael Bamberger

Lay:
kathryn nishibayashi
Canon Jim white
Dan Valdez
Canon Julie Dean larsen

alternate deputies
Clergy:
the rev. kelli Grace kurtz
the rev. nancy Frausto
the rev. lorenzo lebrija
the rev. sylvia sweeney

Lay:
maida hastings
w. stephen James
marjorie Cooley ?

Advent hope and expectation

In these Advent days, as we look for-
ward to the light of Christ dawning anew 
among us, we also share in a season of 

welcoming our new bishop coadjutor-elect, 
the Rev. Canon John Taylor, together with his 
wife, Kathy Hannigan O’Connor, and all the 
gifts and skills they bring to this new ministry 
among us.

We are also very grateful to all the candi-
dates who stood for election, and we thank 
the search committee members for their dili-
gent and prayerful work.

Mary Bruno and I deeply appreciate Kathy 
and John’s willingness to serve, and we know 
that many blessings await the diocese in the 
new chapters ahead. Please join us in daily 
prayer for them and for our diocese as we 
move ahead.

Canon Taylor’s heart for mission and part-
nership is reflected in his comments after the 
election was announced: “To our divided na-
tion, to those living in fear and uncertainty, to 
anyone yearning for a rich relationship with 
the God in Christ who loves everyone without 
reservation, The Episcopal Church throws its 
arms open. In our diverse, far-flung diocese, 
we are united in our baptismal pledge to strive 
for justice and peace among all people and to 
respect the dignity of every human being, es-
pecially those who are most vulnerable. I look 
forward with joy to serving alongside my fel-
low ministers — laypeople, deacons, priests 

and bishops —as 
we continue to 
proclaim the gos-
pel in word and 
deed.”

This approach 
echoes with im-
portant work accomplished by Diocesan 
Convention, including adopting a resolution 
declaring Los Angeles a sanctuary diocese in 
solidarity with immigrants who face uncer-
tainties under the incoming presidential ad-
ministration.

I am also grateful to Bishop Suffragan 
Diane Jardine Bruce for her leadership and 
compelling homily during the Convention 
Eucharist, in which she proclaimed that we 
share together in mission, not in outreach, in 
serving people of all cultures within our dio-
cese and wider world. A video recording of 
her homily will soon be available on the “Just 
Action Diocese” YouTube channel.

Let us keep in mind that Mary and Joseph 
were migrants as they sought shelter before 
Jesus’ birth. May this reality move us to be 
welcoming and hospitable year-round to 
all who come to our congregations so that 
Christ’s love may be fully reflected and lives 
transformed with hope.  

Mary Bruno joins me in wishing everyone a 
blessed Advent, a joyous Christmastide, and 
a wonderful new year ahead. ?

By J. Jon Bruno

Election Results
in addition to a bishop coadjutor, Diocesan Convention delegates 
elected the following to diocesan offices.


