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Sundays 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 

9:15 am Sunday School/Coffee Hour 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the September issue of  

Grace to You and Peace is  

December 20th.  Email submissions to 

stpaulscolumbus@gmail.com  

or drop submissions off at the  

church office. 
 

Office Hours 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm  

Monday - Friday 

(662) 328-6673 
 

Clergy Staff 
The Very Rev. Anne Harris, Rector 

Mr. Len Bobo, Organist/Choirmaster 

Mrs. Becky Brett, Office Administrator 

Mrs. Kimberly Brown, Director of SPES 

Mr. Ronnie Clayton, Sexton 

Mrs. Evie Vidrine, Publications and Youth 

From the Rector 
 Advent is a season of joyful expectation!  For four weeks we anticipate the 
celebration of the Nativity of the Christ child.  For four weeks we prepare our 
hearts for Christmas.  Don’t rush! Savor the moments. Let God work in you the 
miracle of new birth with all the hope, and life, and joy that birth implies. For your 
reflections I offer this poem by Jesuit Priest Pierre Teilhard de Chardin: 
 

Trust in the Slow Work of God 

Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

We are, quite naturally,  

impatient in everything to reach the end without delay. 

We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 

We are impatient of being on the way 

to something unknown, something new, 

and yet it is the law of all progress 

that it is made by passing through some stage of instability- 

and that it may take a very long time. 

And so I think it is with you. 

Your ideas mature gradually- 

let them grow, let them shape themselves, 

without undue haste. 

Don’t try to force them on, 

as though you could be today what time 

(that is to say, grace and circumstances 

acting on your own good will) 

will make them tomorrow. 

Only God could say what this new spirit 

gradually forming within you will be. 

Give our Lord the benefit of believing  

that his hand is leading you, 

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 

in suspense and incomplete. 

Reverend Anne   



From the Youth Director 

 As we enter the Advent season, I cannot help but reminisce on my Advents past. Advent, for my family, was a time of tradi-

tion. Every year my parents would get out the same pop-up Nativity book. We would light each candle on our Advent wreath, and 

read the pages in the book that applied to each candle. We would pray as a family, and then my brothers and I would run to our 

rooms to make our Christmas lists, and talk excitedly about Christmas and Santa. Christmas Eve was spent baking and decorating my 

mother’s tea cakes. We would then pile into the car,  head to the church, listen to our father tell the story of Jesus’ birth, and sing our 

favorite Christmas hymns, and finally head home to wait for Christmas morning. This is the first Christmas our daughter, Genny, is 

aware of what is happening.  I have started to share with her, in a deeper sense, who Jesus is and why we celebrate Christmas. At 

night we sit together and read the same Nativity pop-up book that was read to my brothers and me. Christmas Eve we will pile into 

the car, and listen to a sermon about the birth of Christ. Listening to her small voice ask me about “Baby Jesus” brings Jake and me 

such a sense of renewal to be able to share in her learning. What a wonderful time of year to be able to start teaching her to have her 

own relationship with Jesus.  This applies to us all. Advent is the time when we should let go of the last year, meet Christ at his table, 

and begin to strengthen our bond with him. My continued prayer is that, for you, this season brings peace and renewal of your faith.  

      Evie  

Wednesdays In Advent 
On Wednesday nights in Advent, 

St. Paul’s will be hosting a 

Candlelit Evening Prayer Service at 

5:30 p.m. This will be followed by a 

soup dinner, and a family-friendly 

program. Childcare for the little 

ones is provided. 

Inquirers’ Class 
The Inquirers’ class will be held at 

9:15 a.m. on Sundays through 

February 12. Confirmation will be 

held during the Bishop’s visit to St. 

Paul's at 6:00 p.m. on February 15. 

If you are interested in 

confirmation or re-affirmation,  

please contact Reverend Anne.  

Christmas Pageant and Practice 
The practice for the Christmas 

Pageant will be Saturday, 

December 17 at 9:00 a.m. in the 

sanctuary. If you would like your 

child to participate, please notify 

Lindsay Clemons or Evie Vidrine 

by December 15 so that we can 

send you a script.  The Christmas 

Pageant will be held during the 

10:30 a.m. service on December 18.  

Lessons and Carols 
Lessons and Carols will be held 

December 18 at 5:00 p.m. in the 

church. Join us in welcoming the 

week before Christmas with this 

beautiful tradition. 

 

 

Christmas Flowers 

All donations for Christmas flowers 

should be made to the office by 

Tuesday, December 20th. 

EYC Bake Sale 
The EYC will be having a Bake Sale 

after the Christmas Pageant on 

December 18 in the Parish Hall. 

The EYC will be baking, but if you 

would like to donate baked goods 

for the EYC to sell, please bring 

them to the church office no later 

than December 16 so that we may 

package them accordingly. Enjoy 

some Christmas treats with your 

family and help support our youth 

ministry. 

Choir  Practice 
Due to the Wednesday night 

service and program, choir practice 

will be held at 6:30 p.m. during the 

month of December. We encourage 

the choir members to attend the 

candlelit prayer service and dinner 

before practice.  

EYC Day Trip 
EYC will be going on a day trip to 

Birmingham on December 17. We 

will be shopping at the Summit and 

having lunch. We are currently 

looking for chaperones who can 

provide transportation for this trip. 

If you are interested, contact Evie. 

Young Adults/Families 
On Wednesday, December 14, at 

5:30 p.m., we will be meeting for 

our monthly young adult dinner at 

the church. We will participate in 

the Advent Evening Prayer Service, 

and enjoy dinner together 

afterwards. Childcare will be 

provided. 

Junior Daughters of the King 
The Junior Daughters of the King 

meeting will be held at St. Paul’s on 

Wednesday, December 14, at 4:00 

p.m. 
Loaves & Fishes 

St. Paul’s will be serving on 

Monday, December 12, and 

Wednesday, December 14.  Cans of 

fruit pie filling; pie shells (graham 

cracker or cooked shells); and Bear 

Creek vegetable beef and tortilla 

soup mixes are needed.  If you 

would like to join St. Paul’s Loaves 

and Fishes lunch ministry, please 

contact Ann Sparkman at 328-2133. 
Christmas Eve Services 

This year, we will have the 

children’s service at 4:30 p.m., and 

the evening service at 10:30 p.m. 

Bring your family, and come 

celebrate the reason for the season! 

Christmas Day 

We will have one service on 

Christmas day, at 9:00 a.m. 

Children are encouraged to wear 

pajamas to this service! 

Office Closed 

The Office will be closed December  



 

Birthdays 

December 1  Elizabeth Stoner 

December 2  Terry Freeze 

December 3  Fred McCaleb 

  Howard Sharp 

  Taylor Smith 

December 4  Katie Fenstermacher 

December 5  Pam Rhea 

December 7  Shelby Phillips 

December 8  Izzy Poros 

December 11  Becky Scott 

December 12  Carole Knie 

December 13  Beth Easterling 

December 15   Rachel George 

  Sharon Reifers 

December 16  Richard Thomas 

December 18  Mollie Carter 

December 19  Lindsey Noto 

December 20  Sid Caradine 

December 23  Gillian Hanna 

December 24  Gail Laws 

December 25  John Knie 

December 27  Elizabeth Easterling 

December 28  Kate Roberts 

December 29  Marian Hazard 

December 30  Caroline Clay 

  

  

  Mondi Mallory 

24-26 for Christmas, and January 

2nd for New Year. 

Annual Reports Due 

All annual reports are due by 

Tuesday, December 27, in 

preparation for our Annual Meeting 

on January 8th. 

Silent Auction 

The Silent Auction was another 

success. Seven church members 

contributed a total of fifteen 

Nativities, and we are able to 

present $635.00 to the Golden 

Triangle Regional Homeless 

Coalition. Thank you to everyone 

who contributed a Nativity, and 

congratulation to those who won 

them! 

SPES Gift Cards 

We are currently collecting $25 gift 

cards to Kroger and Wal-Mart for 

our St. Paul’s Episcopal School 

Staff. These women work very hard 

every day to educate the children 

of SPES, and to make them feel 

loved and appreciated. Let us do 

the same by spreading some 

Christmas cheer with these gift 

cards. Donations should be brought 

to the office on or before December 

19. 

Stewardship Update 

Thank you to all who have prayed, 

budgeted and sent in their pledge! To 

date, we have  received 75 pledges for 

a total of $336,978 toward our goal of 

$450,000 for our annual budget.  If 

you have yet to send in your pledge, 

please do so as soon as possible so we 

can budget our ministry for the 

upcoming year. We have received 

$186,075 in gifts and pledges from 50 

parishioners for the Tower Fund 

toward our goal of $350,000. 

Call to Action 
We are looking for willing Ushers, 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Readers 

and Acolytes for the services at 4:30 

p.m. and 10:30 p.m. on Christmas 

Eve, and the service at 9:00 a.m. on 

Christmas Day. Please contact the 

front office if you are willing and 

able to serve.  

 

For the welfare of Residents of 
nursing homes 
Trey Atkins, Eileen  Newbold 

Nancy Smith 

Betty Dill 

Dr. Gill Spencer 

Lynn Smith 

John Barron 

Margot Billingsley and family 

Mary 

Anissa Sanders 

Terry Franklin 

Rev. Bryant Benton 

Frances Benton 

Betty Bryan 

Debra Bundrage 

Dr. Donny Stokes 

Faye Hollis  

Jamie McCollum 

Jeff Bennitt and family 

Margaret Cummins 

Fran Cobin 

The Rt. Rev. A. C. Marble 

Mary Ann Seage 

Daniel Tew & Tew family 

Nancy Johnson 

Gay Orr 

Marsha Davis 

Amy Ardillo Daniells 

Mary Francis McLain     Sod-

ders’ family 

Chip Billups & family 

B. Wells 

Rose Horton 

Alice O’Neal 

Gail Greene 

Brenda Caradine 

Mary Frances Brady 

Myers family 

Eddie Mauck 

Jesse Dawson 

Joy Clay 

John Stokes 

Daniel 

Ron Apple 

Steven Bogan 

Margaret Wade 

Kingslea Merkel 

Kathy 

Samantha McRaney 

Dianne 

Barbara Yarborough 

Doris Crowe 

Elizabeth Neely 

Emery Sofia Freeman 

Beth Thomas 

Elizabeth King 

Elizabeth Stoner   

Lisa Landrum 

Virginia 

Julie Adams   

Robyn 

Beth Hunt 

Tom Davis IV 

Irma Steger 

Dan Waldrop 

Addison 

Brantley Foster 

Kristi 

 
For the Departed   
John Seeley 

Anniversaries 

December 1 Keith & Barbara Miles 

December 5 Ron & Kathy Foster 

December 8 John & Eulalie Davis 

December 14 Frank & Sandy Imes 

 

December 18 Powe & Sam Chesnut 

December 19 David & Sarah Lee 

December 29     Tom & Sunny Whitaker 

December 31 John & Carole Knie 

Intercessions 



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

318 College Street 

Columbus, Mississippi 39701 
 

Return Service Requested 

Stewardship Prayer 2016 

Lord God, we acknowledge you as the source of all that we have and all that we are. Your son Jesus 

taught us to live generously.  His life illustrated for us the principle that joy and fulfillment come not by 

acquiring material things, but by living our lives for others.  Jesus calls us to action on behalf of those 

who struggle with poverty, sickness, and sin. Help us to become more prayerful and more focused on 

living generously over the next year so that St. Paul’s can continue to make differences in the lives of 

others. Help us to serve our church, our community, and our world with your gifts. Amen. 

 

 

 

Budget Update 
 

2016 Budget: $481,750 

Pledges and Donations received as of 11/30/2016: $387,088 

Expenses for God’s work as of 11/30/2016: $467,542 
Current Deficit: $80,454 


