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Democracy at Work
Although I’m writing this days earlier, by the time you read it we may very well have a
president-elect, or at least be very close to the end of one of the more unusual and, dare I say,
disheartening campaign seasons in my memory. I wonder if anybody out there could possibly be more
tired of the endless political haranguing than I am! Recent months have made me hesitant to even turn
on the TV, and left me sad to think that endless mud-slinging and the politics of character assassination
and insult seem to have replaced civil discourse and honest dialogue over issues and policies. Most of
us, I think, regardless of party, simply long for the noise to stop. The theologian and social
commentator, Os Guinness, wrote in a recent article that the incivility of political discourse threatens
the very foundations of our democracy. Sadly, I agree. I occasionally look into the innocent faces of my
grandchildren and worry for their future.

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

Make no mistake, I plan to vote and I hope all of you reading this do (or did) the same. The right
to vote, express our views, and advocate for causes we care about are cherished American rights, rights
we too often take for granted while countless others around the world live under the heel of oppression,
violence, and dictatorship. Republicans, Democrats, independents, whatever—we are richly blessed to
be the inheritors of a legacy of freedom which others risked and often sacrificed everything to win and
preserve. Our country is not perfect (far from it), nor will it ever be. Imperfect humans are in charge of
this country and every other one around the globe. In the imperfections of nations, including this one,
we see reflected the imperfections in ourselves. We know the good but do not always do it. We feel
compassion but do not always act upon it. We resent cruelty and injustice but do not always struggle
against it. We are too prone to seek our own comfort and let “others” worry about _________ (you fill in
the blank). St. Paul says “I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at
war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.” This is what
scripture means when it reminds me I am a sinner. Not that I am wretched or worthless—far from it!
The Bible says God delights in me (and you). It is rather that I am flawed, always striving for the right
but never quite getting there, too quick to excuse myself, and never quite as faithful as I would like to
be.
If God can love us imperfect sinners, and we together can love an imperfect church (or did you
think church was the place where everyone’s lives are always in perfect order?), then perhaps I can love
a hopeful-but-not-quite-there-yet nation whose legacy still offers hope to millions. Perhaps I can be
grateful for its diversity, its vitality, and its endless possibilities. Perhaps you can, too. And maybe—just
maybe—a relentless, occasionally mind-numbing, every-four-years presidential campaign is a small
price to pay for the right to do it in the first place. But could we just lower the volume a bit?
I’m Steve DeGweck, and I approved this message. See you in church!

Fr. Steve+

JR. WARDEN ’S CORNER

ALOHA AND ADIOS
On Sunday, November 13th, Holy Cross will be welcoming the Rev.
Wes Sharp and saying farewell to the Rev. Steve DeGweck. Both
rectors will be honored at a luncheon following the 10:30 service. Mike
Rohr will be doing his famous smoked BBQ and it promises to be as
wonderful as always.
The parish will provide the drinks, etc.; we are asking the parishioners
to contribute to this feast as follows:
A - H…..Salads
I - M….. Side Dishes
N - Z…. Desserts
Please try to bring your items in disposable containers in an effort to
cut down on clean-up, keeping in mind that our kitchen has limited
means for washing dishes. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Bonnie Powers or Karen Mann.
While we are extremely saddened that Steve and Dawn will no longer
be a part of our weekly service, we are beyond grateful to be
welcoming the Sharp family into our Community.
Please plan on attending November

13th!

The EYC has invited Lindsey Mullins, Camp
McDowell’s Executive Director of Special
Session, to speak at Holy Cross on Sunday,
November 27th, 4:00-6:00pm. The EYC has
also invited youth from a few other
parishes. Please come and help us
welcome our guests and support our youth.
Refreshments will be served.

We wish to extend thanks and
congratulations to our newly
elected Vestry members:
David Meadows
Tom Mitchell
Bob Peterson
Cindy Wester

CH R I ST M A S PA R T Y
Ladies’ Night Out will have a combined event for November/December.
We will join with the Mary and Martha of Bethany Guild of ECW for a
Christmas party on Thursday, December 15th at 6:30pm in the Genesis
Room. Our dinner will be catered by The Three Earred Rabbit. The
estimated cost is $10.00. Let’s have some non-holiday food and a Mimosa
toast. This year, rather than gifts to each other, we will honor our Vets
through the Three Hots and A Cot facility at the Clay residence on Old
Springville Road.
Please bring a gift or item from the following suggested list: a package of
white T-shirts (XL), long sleeved XL T-shirts (mix of colors), XL socks
(colors or white), slipper slides (L to XL), gloves, or light weight jacket.
We will update the list in the Sunday bulletin if other ideas surface. We
will “package and wrap” these items for ladies and gentlemen after
supper. See you in your holiday best on Thursday, December 15th.

FAITH IN GOD’S PLAN
Hello Holy Cross Family,
Bathroom Renovation: The Bathroom addition is now complete. I believe that Cooper Construction did an
excellent job. Cliff Story, the job superintendent assigned to us, did many things for us that weren’t in the contract.
He treated our church as though it were his own, always courteous and friendly. I really enjoyed working with him.
Olivia Hill
Jon Williamson
Dawson Atkinson
Jackson Brannan
Grant Dollar
Matthew Shafer
Piper Powers
Molly Gossage
Jack Wood
Mary Brooks Browne
Tommy Smith
Greg Mize
Bailey Hill
Lance Ramp
Catherine Holley
Braegan Banaszek
Drew Dollar
Jesse Sierke
Katie Amberson
Elliot Sharp
Dave Parrish
Christian Smith
June McKaig
Billy Perry
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Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

Once again we are
having problems
with lipstick stains
that cannot be
removed from our
fine linens. Ladies,
I encourage you to
please blot your lipstick on a
Kleenex, a piece of paper, or the
back of your hand. Because of
this problem, we are down to a
small number of the purificators
that are used for wiping the
chalice. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Rotting Trees: As you may have noticed, one of the trees has been cut down. This job was done by Mark and Inga
Strickland. Thank you Mark and Inga. Bill Fyfe has offered to cut down and grind the remaining stump. I think we
will try to squeeze another year out of the other tree. I hate to see them both go.
In Closing: There are other projects and repairs needed and I will keep you informed about those as we go along. I
just want to say that I am so excited about Wes and his family arriving at Holy Cross this month. It is such a
blessing for them to be here. Let’s all join together in a “Big Way” and greet them with open arms and make them
feel welcome. I actually don’t believe we (Holy Cross) can be any other way! “I’m preaching to the choir.”
Thank you again for allowing me to be your Junior Warden. If you need something just let me know. My e-mail
address is phmcqueen@gmail.com.
Your Junior Warden – Mac McQueen

UNITED THANK OFFERING FALL INGATHERING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20

(Mary & Martha of Bethany Guild)
The next meeting of the ECW will be
held on Wednesday, November 16th (one
week early due to Thanksgiving being the
following week). We will be discussing
the Christmas Party, Ladies’ Night Out,
and plans for 2017. All ladies of the
church are invited. Just bring a sandwich
– everything else will be furnished. We
are looking forward to another great
year. The meeting will convene at
11:45am as usual.

New ECW Board
Congratulations to the newly elected
officers of the Mary and Martha of
Bethany Guild of the ECW. Joanne
Carnes will be serving as President,
Alyce Daniel, Vice President, Andrea
Mathews, Secretary, and Karen Bain,
Treasurer. Their term in office will
begin in January 2017.

The United Thank Offering (UTO) ministry is rooted in the
historic role of the women of the Episcopal Church as the primary
source of support for the missionary work of the church. In the
late 19th century, the church began to recognize the value of its
women in missionary funding and created formal structures for
this ministry. The “United Offering” formally began in 1889 and is
now known as the UTO.
This offering collects “prayers and grateful offerings” in
thanksgiving for the blessings of life. Giving reminds us of our
thankfulness for God’s work in our lives and encourages our
sharing those blessings and the Gospel with others. Today, UTO
grants fund innovative mission ministries that are not provided in
the general budget of the church, from mobile showers for a
homeless community to agricultural projects at home and abroad.
Holy Cross has much to be thankful for through our recent
transitions – to name a few: The spiritual leadership of our interim
rectors, Steve DeGweck and Joe Gibbes; the partnership with the
Cathedral Church of the Advent; our “now official” deacon, Susan
Southwick; the “advent” of our new journey with Wes Sharp at the
helm; our successful “facilities” expansion; an evening women’s
Bible study; our strong church family… Please prayerfully
consider adding your thankful offering at the Ingathering.
So, on Sunday, November 20th, empty the contents of your
Blue Box into a blue UTO envelope (to be found, along with spare
Blue boxes, in the Narthex) and bring it to church for our Fall
Ingathering. If you prefer to give by check, please write it to Holy
Cross, indicating in the memo line that it is for United Thank
Offering.
With a thankful heart!
Julie Barnard, UTO Coordinator

