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A DREAM FOR SEPTEMBER
A man dreamed one night that he had died. In his dream he found himself in a large room. The room had a
very large banquet table filled with different kinds of food. People were seated around the table but at a distance
of five feet away. In his dream, the people were very hungry and wanted to eat but were unable to get out of their
chairs. To make matters worse, their arms were not long enough to be able to reach out and obtain the food. As
the man looked more closely, he saw a very large spoon that was five feet long for which the people were fighting
for possession. In his dream, he watched with amazement as one person would use the spoon to dish up some
food and then carefully turn the spoon toward his mouth as the food fell off the spoon and onto the floor. Then
another person would grab the spoon but he, too, would be unable to feed himself because of the length of the
spoon.
At this, the man turned to his angel guide and said: "What sort of place is this? What a nightmare to have food
and not be able to eat it!" The guide replied, "This is hell. But this is not your place. Come with me." The guide
took him to another room that was also filled with a large banquet table and delicious food. In this room, there
was also a large spoon with a handle five feet long. However, in this room no one was fighting. Instead, one
person would take the spoon and use it to feed another. Each in turn would use the spoon to return the favor.
The guide turned to the man and said, "This is heaven."
That sounds like a pretty fair definition of heaven to me: a place where harmony reigns, where there is an
abundance of all that we need, and where people feed each other. Sound right to you? Of course, to suit my tastes,
it would also help if heaven had baroque music concerts every day, and a college football season that never ends!
But that’s just me. You can come up with your own wish list.

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

Kidding aside, it seems to me that if heaven reflects the Kingdom of God as Jesus taught it to us, then
cooperation, love for one another, and a spirit of generosity will surely be the order of the day. That’s the kind of
kingdom God invites us to share (emphasis on the word share). Generosity, selflessness, cooperation – those are
all words that require a community. We can’t do this Christian thing alone and, thankfully, God doesn’t ask that
of us. When God calls us, he calls us into a family, into the company of the redeemed and forgiven saints of God.
When you begin following Jesus, you don’t just get a new relationship with God. You get the family he calls his
people, warts and all! We worship together, we pray together, and we share the work of God together. St. Paul
uses the analogy of the human body to describe the relationship of Christians to one another. The hand needs the
foot, which needs the ear, which needs the mouth, etc., etc. You get the point. None of those organs can function
the way God intended them to function, unless they remain related to the larger body.
I challenge you to invest richly in the life of your church, and I’m not talking about money (that’s another
sermon). I challenge you to discover your gifts (yes, you have them) and explore ways in which you can join with
others in sharing the work of God at Holy Cross; growing in your love for Christ and for his people. As you delve
deeply into the life of your church family, you will find others on the journey. Like you, they will not be perfect.
They will not have all the “answers.” They will be forgiven sinners, seeking a closer walk with God, as you are.
They will be family to you, and you to them. The Kingdom of God is a family reunion, and everyone’s invited!
Soon Holy Cross will have new pastor, and a new chapter in this wonderful church’s life will begin! Soon
you’ll be challenged to make a new, generous commitment of financial stewardship for the coming year, one
I hope you will prayerfully consider and to which you will joyfully respond. Your church needs you! You need
your church family. In a deeply troubled world, come and find the peace that passes all understanding in the
fellowship of your brothers and sisters in Christ at Holy Cross. That’s my dream for September! What’s yours?

Your brother,

The Rev. Dr. Steve DeGweck

The Mary and Martha of Bethany Guild of
the ECW will host a Rummage Sale on
Friday and Saturday, September 9th and
10th. We would like your good, usable
items (excluding adult clothing), preferably
priced and ready to sell. You may
bring these items anytime following the
second service on Sunday, September 4th.
Please bring nothing prior to that date. The
proceeds will go toward needs for the
church and for outreach projects.
The next meeting of the Guild will be held at 11:45am on
Wednesday, September 28th. As usual, we will begin with lunch
(bring a sandwich), drinks and dessert will be furnished.
The 2016 Alabama ECW Fall Conference will be held September
30th - October 1st, at Camp McDowell. Anyone interested in
attending, may see Joan Brooks for registration forms.

Find your Holy Cross T-shirt and come join us for the Annual Sunday
School kick-off. This will be held on Sunday, September 11th following
the 10:30 service. The parish will provide fried chicken and beverages.
We ask that you look for the letter of your last name below and bring
something from that grouping to share.
“A-L” Salads……… okay be creative. Deviled eggs, potato salad,
seven-layer salad….you get the idea.
“M-Z” Desserts….now I would caution you on anything that
might not do well in heat as we need the
refrigerator for the salads.
We plan to set up between services, so any help that you can give would
be most appreciated. Bring lawn chairs and anything else you would carry
to a picnic.
If anyone one has an easy-up tent or a corn hole set that they would be
willing to share for that day, please let Karen Mann or Bonnie Powers
know.
Pray for cool, sunny weather and we will see you there!

OFFICE ANGEL MINISTRY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
This ministry is in need of additional volunteers. If you would like to be
a church office volunteer, please call Gloria Smith at 352-217-478 or
Janet Prewett at 205-655-7668.

ULTREYA
Calling all Cursillistas! September means we are back after our summer break.
Sunday, September 25th, is the date and 5:00pm is the time. We will meet in the
Genesis Room and break bread, so let’s bring a covered dish and enjoy celebrating
our coming back together.
We have several topics to be considered. One is to discuss our participation in the upcoming fall Cursillo
weekends; another is the direction we want our Ultreya to go, and finally, the Parish Lay Rector.
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So please put this date on your calendar and be sure to attend. Your voice is needed and your love and
friendship are always appreciated.

EYC ACTIVITIES
On Sunday, September 11th, the EYC will
participate in the Holy-Cross-Sunday School-KickOff. After the picnic, they will attend either
Breakout Birmingham, or go bowling.

A SPECIAL EVENT
On Saturday, October 1st at 10:00am,
Susan Southwick will be ordained into the
Sacred Order of Deacons by Bishop Sloan
at the Cathedral Church of the Advent.
You are all warmly invited to join us in
celebrating this day for our beloved
Susan, a Holy Cross member for more
than 30 years.

Sunday, September 25th, from 2:00-4:00pm, they
will attend EYC District Days, the place still to be
determined. We will also be planning our annual
Trunk or Treat event.

COME TO GOD’S HOSPITALITY RETREAT
AT
WONDERFUL CAMP MCDOWELL’S
BETHANY VILLAGE

OCTOBER 16TH - 21ST

Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

Needed: Supplies of non-perishable food
items, namely, rice, pasta, canned goods,
cereal, ramen noodles, peanut butter,
and Pop Tarts, are very low. Please leave
your donations in the TEAM baskets in
the Narthex. Thank you.

You are invited to participate in a five-day contemplative
retreat. Come and immerse yourself in study, prayer,
fellowship, learning and periods of silent reflection
shaped by a Benedictine rhythm of prayer. Bishop Sloan
and Dr. Amy Oden will be in attendance. There will be
free time for recreation and relaxation. Come and bask in
God’s Hospitality!
This ecumenical retreat is co-sponsored by our Diocese,
The Academy for Spiritual Formation, and two United
Methodist Church Conferences. Clergy and laity of all
denominations are welcome. For further information,
contact Pat Luna at patluna@me.com or call our office,
655-7668.

This month’s Ladies’ Night Out will be Thursday, September 29th
at Chez Lulu's in English Village.
We will meet at 6:00pm in the church parking lot to carpool/caravan
to English Village. A sign-up sheet is located in the Genesis Room.

