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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Cres-
cent Hill has rededicated a granite me-
morial fountain on its grounds in honor
of its 125th anniversary. The anniversary
marks the church’s evolution from a
mid-1800s Sunday school group that met
in different places in the “village” of
Crescent Hill, including a school house at
its present site that became the first
church.

Originally dedicated on June 16, 1939,
the fountain along Frankfort was given
by Jane Potter Mengel Allen in memory

of her older sister, Julia Marsell Mengel Thompson. A
Courier-Journal obituary Feb. 18, 1939, said Thompson,
wife of the late Dr. Cuthbert Thompson, died Feb. 17,
1939, at St. Joseph’s Infirmary and indicated she had
lived at the Commodore Apartments in the Bonnycastle
area. Her funeral was held at St. Mark’s, before inter-
ment in Cave Hill Cemetery. 

A cross that’s part of the fountain is inscribed with,
“For with thee is the fountain of life,” and readings at a
rededication service Thursday at the church, 2822
Frankfort Ave., named Thompson and “all who have
faithfully served you in the past.” Descendants of the
Mengels and the Hoge family, a branch that included
the family of the late Anchorage Mayor Peyton H. Hoge
III, attended the service. 

New rector
The church also is welcoming a new rector, the Rev.

Candyce Loescher, who was the rector at St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church in Madisonville, Ky., which is cele-
brating its 100th anniversary. Loescher said St. Mark’s
“deep roots in the community” and “passionate and en-
ergetic people.”

“It takes that to keep a place going that long,” she
said. An installation service will be held for Loescher at
7 p.m. Sept. 8 at St. Mark’s, which also is known as the
assembly area for the annual Frankfort Avenue Easter
Parade.

History
Fran Reagan, 90, of St. Matthews, chairwoman of the

anniversary committee, began coming to the church
when she was a girl and her family lived on South Pe-
terson Avenue across from the Peterson-Dumesnil
House. She has compiled genealogical biographical da-
ta about the church’s Allen and Mengel families, sin-
gling out Jefferson Circuit Court Judge Lafon Allen,
born in 1871, for special recognition. 

She also emphasizes the church’s ties with charter
member Thomas S. Kennedy, who lived at Fair View es-
tate on Kennedy Avenue next to the church. The estate
originally was across Frankfort from the early “Fair

Grounds” located there in 1853, but it later was re-
named The Turrets, after substantial improvements,
says “Crescent Hill Revisited” by Samuel W. Thomas. 

The Turrets was damaged beyond repair by the 1974
tornado, and Kennedy Park now marks its site. Kenne-
dy led a group that met at different sites, until the Rev.
W. G. McCready, a Diocesan missionary, organized St.
Mark’s Mission in 1891. The lot where the church stands
was purchased in 1895, and the first service was held in
June of that year, according to a church history. Cres-
cent Hill was an “outpost” at the time, and, “these peo-
ple hung in there together,” Reagan said.

‘Bishop’s Letter’
An early 1900s “Bishop’s Letter” written by the Epis-

copal bishop of Kentucky, says St. Mark’s owed its
founding to Kennedy, “who organized and conducted
for nearly a quarter of a century or more, largely
through the assistance of members of his own family, a
Sunday school in the village (Crescent Hill) school
house, out of which grew the present church.” 

The letter describes Kennedy as “a devout layman,
for many years a communicant and vestryman of
Christ Church,” referring to Christ Church Episcopal

downtown on South Second Street. 
When a new church was built in the spring of 1906 to

accommodate a growing membership of about 122, a
chancel window was given as a gift in memory of Ken-
nedy. The old church was retained in the rear, and a new
sanctuary and other areas were added, the bishop’s let-
ter says. 

On to Lyndon
During 1907-08, “the parish established missions at

Lyndon, four miles to the east of the city, and at La-
grange, 25 miles away,” the letter says. “The comple-
tion of the Louisville & Eastern electric railway to La-
grange ... and the rapid settlement of new (areas) and
the revival of life in the older towns and villages along
the line offered a splendid opportunity for the work of
the church.” 

The Lyndon site became St. Thomas’ Chapel, meet-
ing first in an old post office, a small frame building that
was rented. Services began Dec. 1, 1907, and a new
building was ultimately constructed.

Services at Trinity Mission in La Grange began July
1, 1908 and were held on most Sunday nights in a Presby-
terian chapel, according to the letter. The choir of St.
James Episcopal in Pewee Valley also planned musical
services monthly.

Tornado outreach
In more recent times, the church grew to about 953

communicants and 480 families under the 35-year lead-
ership of the Rev. William H. Langley, Jr, who retired in
1969. 

The Rev. Mainert J. Peterson then took over and was
rector when the tornado devastated much of Crescent
Hill. The church became a center of outreach for local
victims — which led to the formation of United Cres-
cent Hill Ministries.

Reporter Martha Elson can be reached at (502) 582-
7061 and melson@courier-journal.com. Follow her on
Twitter at @MarthaElson_cj.
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The Rev. Candyce Loescher, right, leads a rededication service for a memorial fountain Tuesday at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Crescent Hill.
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A 1906 photo shows the original St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
building on Frankfort Avenue at today’s Kennedy Avenue.


