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Our Mission
The mission of St Alban's Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in
Christ.
St. Alban's pursues its mission as it prays and worships, proclaims the Gospel in word and in
example, and promotes justice, peace and love.
St. Alban's carries out its mission through the ministry of all its members, lay and ordained.

Our Call
St Alban's is seeking a new full-time rector who can:
Make necessary changes to attract families with children and youth to our church
Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach new people and incorporate
them into the life of the church
Develop ministries that work toward healing those broken by circumstances
Provide more opportunities for Christian education and spiritual formation at every age
and stage of life
And whose abilities include:
Preaching – the capacity to inspire and connect people to God's word
Pastoral care – the capacity to engage people empathetically and care for persons in
times of need
Strategic leadership – the capacity to cast a vision and lead the church toward
realization for the vision
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Our Identity
Welcoming:
A friendly
atmosphere
prevails among
members of our
church
Connected:
We support local charities and our
church facilities are used by several
outside groups

St Alban's

Concerned:
Our members take part in many
different mission projects both
locally and worldwide

Spiritual:
Our spiritual
experiences
often impact
the way we look
at life

From the Church Assessment Tool 06/29/16, we are a high energy/high satisfaction community:
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Our Liturgy
We offer one
service on
Sundays at
10:00 AM, with
music and using
rite II
We offer a
service on
Tuesday
mornings at
9:00 AM in the
chapel, without
music and using
rite I
During the
summer months, we offer an additional service on Saturdays at 5:00 PM, without music and
using rite II
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During the summer, for nearly 30 years, we have held an outdoor service on the Queen II, a
commercial tourist boat on Lake Okoboji …

… and recently started an outdoor service at a local state park.

We have special mid-week services to celebrate Holy Days and a special hunter's mass on St
Hubertus Day.
We provide regular services at our local care centers and arrange communion for shut-ins.
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Our Ministries
We have Bible Study following our main Sunday service and also on Wednesday mornings.
These are led by lay members. Our Lenten program is also led by lay members.
Other ministries provide support for local and other worldwide charities. We have dedicated
members who have gone to Haiti for the last five
years to provide medical care. Other missions
include comfort dolls through the Mother Bear
project, "My Own Books" and book sales, Prayer
Shawl Ministry, and Soles4Souls. We have
supported Upper Des Moines Opportunity by
providing food and serving at the Community Table
dinners, and regular food donations.
We have a chapter of the Order of St Luke (OSL) whose members have taken part in the Relay
for Life.
We have active Sunday School and Youth programs; both are led by lay members. Our youth
include mission work at the St Paul Indian Mission in Sioux City.

They also support the Upper Des Moines Opportunity
organization with food drives, Back to School supplies and
Christmas gift giving.
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Our History
The history of St. Alban's Episcopal
Church begins in 1886, when seven
women from Spirit Lake formed the
Church of the Good Shepherd. The
first church, built on the northeast
corner of Hill Avenue and 16th Street
in 1894, served the community for
several years until it closed in
1914, due to dwindling participation.
In 1949, services resumed in the Spirit
Lake Library and the nineteenmember congregation began planning
for its own church which would be named St. Alban's, after England's first martyr. The group
purchased a country schoolhouse and moved it to a parcel of land donated by members. They
paneled the walls, and installed gifts from other churches (an altar, pews, and an organ). This
building, which is still the church today, has been remodeled four times, including adding a
parish hall for Sunday School classes, interior changes, new siding, and a new roof.
In 1958, the St Alban's Mission hosted the 106th Diocesan convention and St Alban's was
referred to as the "summer chapel" of the diocese.
The entire building was moved to its present site in 1978, and Bishop Walter Righter
consecrated it in 1979 with Father Roy Welke as priest. By 1985, St. Alban's was larger,
stronger, and more viable than the other area Episcopal churches. Under Father Larry Gatrel,
the closing of Grace Episcopal Church in 1986 brought active members from Estherville. In
1993, St. Stephen's in Spencer elected to join the congregation in Spirit Lake. St. Alban's gained
loyal and energetic members together with many of their ecclesiastical treasures.
There are over 100 "in memoriam" gifts on the church property.

Our Location
St Alban's is located at 23rd and Zenith just east of
the Lakes Regional Hospital; 2011 23rd St, Spirit
Lake, IA 51360
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Our Properties
We have a handicapped-accessible church that is based on an old country schoolhouse. There
is a large parish hall attached to the church with a full commercial kitchen, large community
room, classrooms, restrooms, and youth area complete with games and activities sections.
We have a columbarium on the
property for the ashes of loved
ones and have held outdoor
services at it. There is also a
cross, laid out in bricks.

The land around the church includes a prairie garden area
and a playground.

Several outside groups, including Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Weight
Watchers, and a bridge group use our church facilities.
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Our Members
We have 117 members of the parish. Local members are scattered over the area from Spirit
Lake to Spencer. We also have many summer-only residents, who return to St Alban's from
areas of Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, and California. 46% of our members live over 15 miles
from the parish. We have an average Sunday attendance of 56 people, which has remained
steady. Over half our members have been attending for over 20 years; 85% have been
attending for over 5 years. We are an older parish; 65% are over 65 years and 90% over 45
years. The following chart shows historical attendance and membership information:
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Our Staff
Full-time, salaried rector
Part-time, salaried secretary/parish administrator

Vestry
We have a 12 person vestry and have included "summer members" on the vestry.

Leadership
Lay people lead bible studies and this year's Lenten program. Lay members assist during
services as lectors, acolytes, chalice bearers, providing the music, and through the altar guild.
We also have fun social activities! We have an active coffee hour following the Sunday service,
frequent pot lucks and an annual golf outing.
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Our Finances
St Alban's is financially sound and debt free. We have had successful fund-raising drives for
special requirements. In 2014 we resided the church, completely funded by individual
donations. For 2016, our income is budgeted at $146,870 and our expenses at $145,420.

2015
2014
2013

Operating Expenses
Operating Income

2012
2011
2010
$120,000

$130,000

$140,000

Actual Income 2015

$150,000

$160,000

Actual Expenses 2015

Pledges 48%

Property 12%

Plate 43%

Office 2%

Ainsworth
Bequest 4%

Other 13%

Miscellaneous
3%

Payroll 67%

Other Income
2%

Travel &
Meetings 1%
Utilities 5%

Our Diocese
St Alban's is a member of the Diocese of Iowa. Bishop Alan Scarfe is the 9th Bishop of the
Diocese of Iowa and has led the diocese since 2003. The Diocese is the geographic state of
Iowa with 61 congregations, divided into 10 regional Mission Chapters, with over 8,000
members.
More information can be found at http://www.iowaepiscopal.org/.
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Our Community
St Alban's Episcopal Church is located in Spirit Lake, Dickinson County, one of seven cities that
comprise the Iowa Great Lakes. The area is often referred to simply as Okoboji.
The main attractions of the Okoboji area are
the glacier-carved lakes. This beautiful chain of
lakes extends from the Minnesota border
southwest several miles and covers
approximately 15,000 acres.
The Iowa Great Lakes include Iowa’s largest
natural lake, Spirit Lake and five interconnected
lakes: West Okoboji, East Okoboji, Upper Gar,

Lower Gar, and Minnewashta. Spring-fed West
Lake Okoboji is a beautiful shade of blue and
134 feet deep. It is the centerpiece of the five
chain lakes, and the surrounding communities

provide the backdrop for Okoboji’s year-round
playground.
The region is a popular destination for fishermen,
both in summer and winter, as well as being one of
Iowa's most popular vacation destinations.
There are many attractions during the
summer, including sailing regattas, the
Arnolds Park Amusement Park, the Okoboji
Summer Theater, and several bible camps.
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But there are also several year-round attractions, including the following:
The Pearson Lakes Art Center has six galleries, performing arts space, and art classes
The Dickinson County Nature Center is a center for environmental learning
The Lakeside Lab provides science classes and research opportunities for university
students, and offers Outreach Programs and provides services through the state
universities
Bedell Family YMCA.
There is also the fictitious University of Okoboji, created by three brothers in the early 1970s,
which sponsors many summer activities as well as the Winter Games at the end of January.
Our members live in both Dickinson and Clay
counties, located in the northwest of Iowa.
The following numbers are for 2016. Dickinson
County has 17,440 residents, with 5,052 in
Spirit Lake and 808 in Okoboji. Clay County, to
the immediate south, has 17,246 residents
with 11,705 in its largest city, Spencer.
The median household income for Dickinson
County is $54,075, for Spirit Lake, it is $51,033,
and for Okoboji, it is $58,190. The median
household income for Clay County is $50,192, and for Spencer, it is $47,124. The median home
value in Dickinson County is $178,871, for Spirit Lake, it is $160,244, and for Okoboji, it is
$346,795. The median home value in Clay County is $118,168, and for Spencer, it is $120,957.
The cost of living is low; Dickinson County is 81.0, Clay County is 78.1 (US average is 100).
There are several school districts in the area; local ones
are Spirit Lake and Okoboji (which includes Okoboji,
Milford, and Arnolds Park). The Iowa Lakes Community
College has campuses in Spirit Lake and Spencer.
Lakes Regional Healthcare operates a hospital in Spirit
Lake. There is also Spencer Hospital with the Abben
Cancer Center, which provides complete cancer
treatment and care. There are several nursing home
facilities in the Spirit Lake area.
There are several major employers in the area, including Polaris, Pure Fishing, Northwest Bank,
Rosenboom Machine & Tool, and Northern Iowa Die Casting.
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To Apply
If you are interested in applying for the position of rector at St Alban's, please contact the Rev.
Steve Godfrey, Missioner for Congregational Development & Transitions at (515) 277-6165 ext.
201 or by e-mail to sgodfrey@iowaepiscopal.org.

Our prayer of transition
O God, you know us better than we know ourselves. Guide us throughout this time of
transition. Empower each of us to use our gifts, to share openly and honestly our thoughts, to
respect the opinions of others, and to practice patience. Give us a vision for this church family,
guide us by your Holy Spirit, and unite us in love to joyfully accomplish your mission, thorough
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

