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All About Family
It is, finally, all about family, isn’t it? These are the people who know us best, stand with us at times of joy
and stick by us in tough times, celebrating all the happy and memorable moments with us, and forming a
permanent backdrop to the unfolding and unpredictable twists and turns of our lives. Jobs and homes come
and go, friends enter and leave our lives (hopefully a few stay), fortunes rise and fall, but family remains.
Friends are those we choose. Family is who we are, where we come from, what we’re made of. I love my
friends, but my friends have not made me what I am. That’s a family’s work.
The other day, courtesy of Google Earth, I found myself looking at a current picture of the little house in
New York that was home to my maternal grandparents (long deceased) for four decades. I was instantly
transported to mental pictures of a little boy playing in that tiny backyard, riding his tricycle around his
grandfather’s basement workshop, and sitting in wonder in front of dazzling Christmas trees with bright
ornaments on a cozy front porch on cold December nights long ago. I knew every inch of that house. I still
do. I do not know who lives there now, but it was neat and well-kept, and so I prayed a prayer that whoever
dwells within those precious old walls knows something of the warmth and security that surrounded me
there in times long past. Yes, it’s finally all about family.

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

Why do we so often live as if it were not so? I know people who take better care of their cars than they do of
their children. I know people who spend more time making money than they spend with those who will one
day inherit most of it. I know people for whom the status of an impressive home is more important than the
quality of relationships which exist in that home. No, I’m not perfect either, far from it, but I’ve long since
learned that when the world comes crashing down on us, we don’t retreat to the club or the golf course. We
go home.
So the questions for us this month, as we take honest looks at our families and our roles and places in them,
are these: Am I loving my family as I should? Husbands and wives, are you loving and respecting each
other? How, specifically? Parents, are you taking an active role in your child’s spiritual development? Do
you pray with them, answer their questions, talk about values, and help them understand how we please
God? Be honest: Does the way I manage my time reflect God’s priorities and honor those family
relationships? Does anything need to change? If so, how? And when?
None of this is meant to force us to dig our way out of a pit of guilt. We lay our sins and our brokenness at
the foot of the cross each Sunday, and by God’s grace, leave it there. No matter where we are with our
family relationships -- spouses, children, extended family -- tomorrow is always a new day and a chance to
begin again. It’s said that the only true failure is the one who never tries. Your family isn’t perfect and
neither is mine. But in the mind of God, there is an image of the kind of family that you and I can have, an
image that God is calling each of us towards. No, we’re not perfect, but each of us can say to God, “Father,
thank you for the precious gift of my family. I know I need to do better, I just don’t always know how. Help
me.” Then trust God to lead you and give you insight and opportunities to be the father (mother, son,
daughter, etc.) that you were meant to be. Obedience to Christ in your home and trusting God in all things -it’s the key to happiness in this life. Trust me.
See you in church!

The Rev. Dr. Steve DeGweck

We have been blessed on most Sundays with the
beautiful flower arrangements, for which many of
you have generously contributed in memory or in
honor of loved ones and/or special events.
There are several open Sundays in August,
September, and October on our Flower Chart.
If you have a special person or event on one or
more of those weeks that you'd like to celebrate,
please sign up today.
The Flower Chart is in the Genesis Room. On your scheduled day,
please put a check for $25.00 in the offering plate, earmarked "Flowers."
If you have a special request regarding your flowers, please call Alyce
Daniel a week in advance. Thank you for adding beauty to our worship
space!

Bishop Sloan will visit Holy Cross on
Sunday, October 30th. Any adults interested in
being confirmed or received, or in re-affirming
your baptismal vows, please contact Fr. Steve in
the Church Office.

Save the Date for the Sunday School Kick-off
On Sunday, September 11th, we will have a picnic on
the church grounds after the 10:30 service. The main
course will be provided. Please watch the bulletin for
more information on what side dishes to bring.
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Please inform the church office if your name
does not appear in the month of your birthday.

The MARY & MARTHA OF BETHANY GUILD of the ECW will have its next
meeting at 11:45am on Wednesday, August 24th at which time we will be discussing
the up-coming Rummage Sale. We are asking members and friends to save their
good usable items (no adult clothing) for this sale. Inasmuch as we have no room in
which to store items prior to Sunday, September 4th, please bring nothing until after
the second service on that day. The Sale will be held on Friday, September 9th and
Saturday, September 10th.

F ARM F OLK W EEKEND
If you want to learn how to grow mushrooms, make cheese, bake bread, learn
the art of soap-making, or even make pottery, then you need to spend the
weekend of September 2nd to 5th at (where else!) Bethany Village at Camp
McDowell. These and many other activities await you.
Hiking, folk dancing, swimming or just plain sittin’ and rockin’ on the front
porch are some of the attractions when you are not learning! On Sunday
morning there will be a champagne brunch which will include the
scrumptious items created over the weekend. For further information contact
Julia Emrich, 205-387-1806, Ext. 101.

JR. WARDEN’S CORNER

LEM TRAINING

A SPECIAL EVENT
On Saturday, October 1st at 10:00am,
Susan Southwick will be ordained into the
Sacred Order of Deacons by Bishop Sloan
at the Cathedral Church of the Advent.
You are all warmly invited to join us in
celebrating this day for our beloved
Susan, a Holy Cross member for more
than 30 years.

A training session will be held
between the morning services
on Sunday, August 7th for
anyone interested in becoming
a LEM (chalice bearer). Please
join Fr. Steve and Susan
Southwick to learn about this
important ministry of the
church.

COME TO GOD’S HOSPITALITY RETREAT
AT
WONDERFUL CAMP MCDOWELL’S
BETHANY VILLAGE

OCTOBER 16 - 21
TH

Needed: Supplies of non-perishable food
items, namely, rice, pasta, canned goods,
cereal, ramen noodles, peanut butter,
and Pop Tarts, are very low. Please leave
your donations in the TEAM baskets in
the Narthex. Thank you.
Holy Cross T-shirts are for sale in the Genesis
Room. Assorted youth and adult sizes are
available. Cost is $10.00 each.

ST

You are invited to participate in a five-day contemplative
retreat. Come and immerse yourself in study, prayer,
fellowship, learning and periods of silent reflection shaped
by a Benedictine rhythm of prayer. Bishop Sloan and Dr.
Amy Oden will be in attendance. There will be free time for
recreation and relaxation. Come and bask in God’s
Hospitality!
This ecumenical retreat is co-sponsored by our Diocese, The
Academy for Spiritual Formation, and two United
Methodist Church Conferences. Clergy and laity of all
denominations are welcome. For further information,
contact Pat Luna at patluna@me.com or call our office, 6557668.

Faith In God’s Plan
Hello Holy Cross Family,
Restroom Renovation
The Restroom addition is now 99% complete. All that remains to be done are some finishing
touches in hanging light fixtures and installing some vent registers. I have had many people
tell me that it is beautiful and they are so happy with it. I hope all of you feel that way.
The renovation of the old restrooms was started on Monday, July 25th. Cooper Construction
has gutted the former Ladies room. Cooper will install new fixtures, sheetrock, and lighting.
The toilet in the room is fairly new so we will be able to keep it. I look forward to what it will
look like when it is completed.
So far this year, we have received three invoices from Cooper Construction and all three have
been paid early and on time. You can be proud of your monetary sacrifice and gift to “YOUR”
church and know that the new expansion of our facility is paid for by you and that God’s
blessing has made it possible.
The projected completion date for all of the work is August 19, 2016.
Parking Lot and Gravel Drive
As many of you have noticed, we have a large pile of gravel left over from the construction.
Cooper Construction will take that gravel and fill all of the pot holes in the back parking lot
and also will spread some gravel on the front drive. Just another service they have offered to
do at no extra charge.
Rotting Trees
We have two trees that have given us shade for decades, but now are rotting away. They are
the two trees near the front of the church on the Meadow Lane side. Bill Fyfe has offered to
cut them down. The job will be done this fall when the weather cools off.
Kitchen Faucet
The “new” kitchen faucet has been leaking at the nozzle. The manufacturer has been
contacted and is sending us a complete new faucet. It will be installed as soon as it is
received.

The FALL CONFERENCE of the ECW will be held at
Camp McDowell this year on Friday, September 30th
and Saturday, October 1st. Every woman of the church
is invited to attend. We will notify you when we
receive the reservation forms.

Thank you again for allowing me to be your Junior Warden. If you need something, just let
me know. My e-mail address is phmcqueen@gmail.com.
Your Junior Warden – Mac McQueen

2016 V ACATION B IBLE S CHOOL AT H OLY C ROSS

Join us for a Celebration
of Our Ministry with
Bishop Santosh & Lynn Marray
Sunday, August 28th
3:30 Reception
5:00 Service
St. Mary's on the Highlands
1910 12th Ave South
Birmingham, Al 35205
In honor of Bishop Marray's ministry with us, we invite
you to give a monetary gift to help support the ministries
and missions of the Diocese of Easton. Gifts should be
sent to Carpenter House and made out to the Diocese of
Alabama marked 'Bishop Marray Fund' or made on-line
at www.dioala.org.

EYC Outing
Floating Fun
August 28th
Leaving from Holy Cross
after the 10:30 Service.
Please Bring a Sack Lunch.
Water and Chips will be provided.

OF F I CE ANGE L MI NI ST R Y NE E DS VOLUNT E E R S
The three main purposes of the office Angel Ministry are:
1.
2.
3.

Folding Sunday Bulletins
Folding and assembling The Pathway.
Answering phones and receiving visitors – when Janet is called away from the
church office.

The bulletins are folded Fridays at 11:00am. This requires a two-person team and takes
approximately 30 minutes. Each volunteer is scheduled every four to six weeks.
The Pathway is the monthly newsletter announcing coming events. Once a month it is folded and
sealed, and address labels are applied for mailing. The more hands the easier the job.
The Ladies’ Night Out group will be coming
home for the beginning of the school year.
LNO will be at Munoz, in the shopping center
located at Deerfoot and US 11, on Thursday,
August 25th, at 6:30pm. All ladies of Holy
Cross are invited. Come to the fiesta!
A sign-up sheet will be in the Genesis Room.

When Janet, the church administrator, is called away from the office, it is necessary to have a
volunteer in the office – to answer the phone and to receive visitors. For this, there is no set
schedule.
These tasks may be accomplished by men or women. No experience necessary. If you can be
available for only one of these events, that is a big help. Your presence is always appreciated.
For more information and/or to volunteer, please call Gloria Smith at 352-217-478 or Janet Prewett
at 205-655-7668.

