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St.Wilfrid’s to hold
symposium on
affordable housing

camp stevens photo

S
A rite of summer: A week at Camp Stevens

Campers at Camp Stevens’ Session 5 gather on the lawn in front of the dining hall for a group photo before
beginning a week of fun that included nature walks, gardening, gathering eggs from the resident chickens,
archery, swimming, crafts, worship and reflection, games and more. Camp Stevens, which celebrated its
60th anniversary last year, also offers year-round camps and programs for families and adults, and
provides space for retreats and other events. For information, visit campstevens.org.

Registration open for ‘Spiritual Journey’

S

tillpoint: The Center for Christian Spirituality, will begin its Spiritual Journey
classes on Saturday, Sept. 17 at locations in Santa Barbara, West Los Angeles,
Pasadena, Claremont and Orange County.
The Spiritual Journey is an eight-month
program that supports participants in exploring their spiritual lives in a small group setting, deeply enriching their relationship with
God and helping them recognize the ways
that God is present and working in their lives.
Through the program, participants can experience contemplative ways of paying attention to their lives, cultivate awareness of their
growing relationships with the holy, sample
varied forms of prayer and reflection, and
experiment with new ways to converse about
spiritual experiences.
A trained facilitator guides members in developing their skills in deep listening and personal discernment. Participants are introduced
to the deep and expansive practices of spiritual formation, the ancient practice of spiritual

direction, and a process of discernment for the
next steps in their spiritual journey.
The program, rooted in the Christian tradition, is open to people of all denominations
and faiths who are seeking to go deeper in
their spiritual walk. It consists of eight fivehour sessions that meet once a month. Sessions include practice in forms of prayer and
contemplation, time for personal reflection,
sharing in pairs and triads, experience-based
learning, and group discussion of readings.
The tuition of $400 includes all materials
(except books), plus a non-refundable $25
application fee. For more information, and
to register, visit stillpointca.org/spiritual-journey.
After registration, participants will be invited
to an interview with staff. Registrations are
due in August. Class size is limited but will remain open until spaces are full. For additional information call the Rev. Elizabeth Rechter,
executive director, at 323.340.8036.
Stillpoint is an institution of the Diocese of
Los Angeles. ?

t. Wilfrid’s, Huntington Beach, will
present “Hope for the Homeless,” a
symposium on housing solutions Friday – Saturday, Aug. 12 – 13, featuring Saj
Jivanjee, an architect with 40 years of experience designing and developing affordable
housing. He has been part of a grassroots
movement addressing housing in Portland,
Oregon, which has reduced its rate of homelessness by more than 40% through a partnership of non-profits and city and state governments.
The symposium will begin at 7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 12 with dinner and a presentation
by Jivanjee at Baci Italian Restaurant, 18748
Beach Blvd, Huntington Beach. Cost per person is $95 for a five-course dinner showcasing Archer Wines. Proceeds will benefit Beach
Cities Interfaith Services.
The program will continue on Saturday, Aug. 13 with an all-day symposium, 9
a.m. – 3 p.m., at St. Wilfrid’s Church, 18631
Chapel Lane, Huntington Beach. Continental
breakfast and lunch will be provided.
The schedule will include discussions on:
developing multiple approaches to housing
the homeless; surfacing priorities and building consensus; developing implementation
strategies; and defining roles resources and
organization.
There is no cost for the Saturday event, but
reservations are requested for planning purposes. For tickets for the Friday dinner and
reservations for the Saturday symposium, call
the church office at 714.962.3512. For more
information about the symposium, visit www.
stwilfridschurch.org or www.bcis-hb.org. ?
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From the bishops

— SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 —
12 p.m. - 3 p.m. Rummage Sale
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
242 E. Alvarado Street, Pomona
Information: 909.622.2015

Prayer Book gems

 SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 —
—
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Pizza Palooza and Open House
Holy Nativity Episcopal Church
6700 West 83rd Street, Los Angeles 90045
Information: 310.670.4777
— FRIDAY, SEPT. 2 —

7 p.m. Episcopal/Dodger Night 2016
Dodger Stadium
1000 Elysian Park Ave, Los Angeles 90012
— SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 —
2 - 4 p.m. Bishop’s Guild Garden Party
Episcopal Residence
3435 E. California Blvd., Pasadena 91107
Information: Donna Keller, 951.545.4218 or
donnakeller68@yahoo.com
For more events and program details, visit www.
ladiocese.org and select “Calendar,” then choose
Arts Calendar or Events Calendar.

By Diane Jardine Bruce

G

raunt to us Lorde we beseche thee, the spirite to thinke and
doe alwayes suche thynges as be rightfull; that we, which cannot be without thee, may by thee be able to live accordyng to thy
wyll; Through Jesus Christe our Lorde.

W

hen I was in seminary, I loved
learning about the Book of Common Prayer in my Liturgics class. I
read articles and commentaries on the Prayer
Book, and carefully wrote (in pencil) details
about every service, rubric, prayer and collect
as I studied them.
The collect for today was and is among my
favorites:
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things
that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled
to live according to your will; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

What I have shared with you at the beginning of this column is from the first Book of
Common Prayer — 1549. While in our cur-

rent prayer book
this collect appears in year C, Proper 14 (the
Sunday closest to August 10), the 1549 prayer
book had this collect read every year on the
Ninth Sunday after Trinity. When I would
find these old “gems” in my reading, I treasured the fact that through time, the prayers
were not jettisoned from our newer prayer
books in favor of a more modern author’s
work. (Not that I have anything against modern authors!) It felt and feels to me to be a
connection back to the first people who came
together to pray in English with their “new”
prayer book.
While the wording has been changed slightly, the essence of the collect is still offered as
a gift for us to read, pray over, and take with
us during our week. May you, as this prayer
is prayed today, remember back to those who
heard this in English for the first time when
this prayer book was new! ?

‘Concert Across America’ to raise gun violence awareness
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he Gun Violence Task Force of the Diocese of Los Angeles encourages all congregations and church members to participate in
“Concert Across America to End Gun Violence” on Sept. 25, a nationwide series of musical events that will remember those whose
lives have been lost to gun violence, and
commit to sustained efforts to ending gun
violence. Individuals are encouraged to host
concert streaming events in their homes, play
their instruments in public places, or attend
Concert Across America events in their area.

The task force asks that clergy and music
directors begin planning anthems and hymns
to be used during worship services as a way
for communities of faith to participate in this
national chorus. The task force also has prepared a bulletin insert (bit.ly/2asSwif) with details about Concert Across America as well as
resources from Episcopal Peace Fellowship,
Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence, and
other groups. For further information, contact task force co-chair Virginia Classick at
Vclassick@aol.com. ?

