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Local GFS members attend triennial national assembly 
Girls and adults from four congregations of the Diocese of los Angeles attended the week-long triennial 
national assembly for the Girls’ Friendly society usA, held July 1 - 7 in Bloomfield, connecticut, where 
they heard a homily from Presiding Bishop michael curry, met girls and women from other dioceses, took 
part in the councils of the organization, and led a worship service on July 2. Pictured above is the los 
Angeles delegation at the meeting, held at the Archdiocesan center at st. thomas seminary (roman 
catholic): Ashlyn cherry and Katelyn cherry from Grace church, Glendora; Amanda Brunken and Beverlee 
Waters from st. hilary’s, hesperia; Alee Winley, tess Winely, mikaela sesler, Julia Wong, margaret Nolde 
and mary Frances ypma-Wong from st. John the Divine, costa mesa; and Janet Wales from st. stephen’s, 
Beaumont. margaret Nolde, president of GFs in the Diocese of los Angeles, has been appointed treasurer 
of the church-wide GFs-usA board of directors, which carries out the program and budget adopted at the 
assembly. to see more photos, visit the GFs/lA Facebook page at bit.ly/2aiiasm.

‘Into Silence’ contemplative 
retreat planned for September 
at Mt. Calvary,  Santa Barbara

The Community of 
Divine Love, an Epis-

copal monastery in the 
Diocese of Los Angeles, 
will offer “Into Silence,” 
a guided contemplative 
retreat, Sept. 8 - 11 at 
Mt. Calvary Monastery 
in Santa Barbara. 

The retreat will be led 
by Brother Dennis Gibbs 
and Sister Greta Ron-
ningen of CDL, both of 
whom are chaplains to 
the incarcerated of the 
Los Angeles County jail 
system, as well as writ-
ers, retreat leaders and 

spiritual directors. 
Cost for the retreat is $400 per person for 

four days and three nights, including accom-
modations and meals. Space is limited to 15 
participants. For information or to regis-
ter, contact CDL at 626.703.4474 or info@
cdlmonks.org, or Mt. Calvary Monastery at 
805.682.4117 or at mtcalvary1@aol.com. A 
flyer is at bit.ly/29x8xwx. ?

Kids learn healthy eating, gardening at ‘Grub Clubs’
seeds of hope, the diocese’s program that promotes healthy eating and gardening at churches and communi-
ties, recently sponsored summer day camps, dubbed “Grub clubs,” at several of its locations, including st. 
simon’s church, san Fernando (pictured above); the cathedral center of st. Paul in Echo Park; All saints 
church, highland Park; st. Paul’s church, Pomona; and this week at church of the Epiphany, los Angeles. 
youngsters learned about gardening, cooking, fitness and more at the one-week sessions, led by steve list 
(pictured above left), a horiculture teacher at sylmar high school, and the seeds of hope staff, who also helped 
the youngsters plant new seedlings into cups to take home to start their own gardens.
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The Episcopal News Summer 
2016 issue is now online

A story about the 
Diocese of Los 

Angeles' response to 
the needs of minor and 
adult immigrants is the 
main feature of The 
Episcopal News Sum-
mer 2016 issue. Other 
articles focus on: Jo-
venes, a center for homeless youth run by an 
Episcopal priest; a new well and health clinic 
in a Kenyan village built with contributions 
from a native son, now a priest of the Diocese 
of Los Angeles; and graduation day at the Pa-
dres Unidos preschool readiness program at 
St. Margaret's Church, San Juan Capistrano.

To read or print the issue, visit the website 
at www.episcopalnews.com. ?



Building bridges, not barriers

F r O m  t h E  B i s h O P s 
— monday - friday, July 25 - 29 —

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. ‘grub club’ day camp 
Church of the Epiphany 
2808 Altura Street, Lincoln Heights (L.A.) 
Information/Registration: bit.ly/grubclubenroll

— tuesday, July 26 —
7 p.m. taizé service of healing and wholeness 
St. Francis Episcopal Church 
2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes Estates 
Information: 310.375.4617 

— friday, July 29 —
5:30 - 9:30 p.m. friday night farming 
at edendale garden 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 
Information: bit.ly/2awfioq (Facebook)

— tuesday - sunday, august 2 - 7 —
yoga retreat
Mt. Calvary Monastery & Retreat House
505 E. Los Olivos Street, Santa Barbara 93105
Information/Reservations: 805.682.4117 

— saturday, august 6, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. — 
— sunday, august 7, 12 p.m. - 3 p.m. —

rummage sale 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
242 E. Alvarado Street, Pomona 
Information: 909.622.2015

For more events and program details, visit www.
ladiocese.org and select “Calendar,” then choose 
Arts Calendar or Events Calendar.
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Our congrega-
tions are places 
where people 

can come together 
and discuss race rela-
tions and the tensions 

that have increased especially since the recent 
shootings in Louisiana, Minnesota and Texas.

According to the latest New York Times/
CBS News poll on the subject, 69% of Amer-
icans believe that race relations nationally are 
suffering deep discord — the same percentage 
expressed the same view in 1992 following 
the L.A. civil disturbances sparked by the ver-
dict in the Rodney King case. 

Clearly, we have much work to do, and for-
tunately in Southern California we have the 
resource of the diocesan Kaleidoscope Insti-
tute, led by the Rev. Canon Eric Law, who 
has been helping us make progress in these 
areas — both locally and nationally — for the 
past two decades.

Earlier this month, Eric and I spoke about 
ways in which the Kaleidoscope Institute can 
help members of the diocesan community 
and wider population address the issues of 
the present time.     

“Imagine every church and ministry in the 
diocese as a gracious place for truth-seeking 
on race and other important issues of our 
time,” Eric said, setting the stage for far-reach-
ing efforts in which our congregations can be-
come involved. “This movement will enable 
the diocese to not only empower every local 
community to move toward wellness and rec-
onciliation but also enable our churches and 
ministries to be truly missional — manifesting 
Christ to our broken world.”

Specifically, Eric proposes that every parish, 
mission and ministries in the diocese invite a 
team of at least two people to be trained as 
dialogue facilitators. The Kaleidoscope In-

stitute will provide the training both via the 
internet (webinars) and in person in the form 
of a full-day workshop. The facilitation team 
will be trained to:

1. Invite people from the local neighbor-
hood community (including law enforcement 
personnel if possible) to come to a dialogue 
on race.

2. Create a gracious environment in which 
participants feel safe and also challenged to 
speak their truth of their experience of race in 
light of recent events.

3. Facilitate constructive dialogue to achieve 
mutual understanding (not debate) through 
deep listening.

4.  Form local communities consisting of 
church members and neighborhood people 
who may continue to dialogue moving to-
ward greater social and spiritual wellness as 
a community.

The Kaleidoscope Institute is providing an 
in-person full-day facilitator training in two 
different locations of the diocese on Aug. 20 
and Sept. 10,  in addition to a series of on-line 
trainings for potential facilitators who are not 
able to make these training sessions in person.

If you would like specific information 
about these offerings, please visit the Kaleido-
scope Institute website at www.kscopeinstitute.
org/dialogue-on-race to register, or contact Eric 
Law directly at eric.law@kscopeinstitute.org, or 
phone 213.482.2040, ext. 216.

I commend these resources to you and to 
your congregation. Pastorally and personally, 
both as a bishop and as a former police officer, 
I appreciate the cultural and professional sen-
sitivities that the Kaleidoscope Institute brings 
to this important work of mending torn soci-
etal and interracial fabric in our communities. 
Let us all continue to work and pray for God’s 
presence and peace among us as we reach out 
to one another with hands outstretched in 
healing. ?

By J. Jon Bruno

The Aug. 2 deadline for reserving tick-
ets for Episcopal Night 2016 at Dodg-

er Stadium is fast approaching. The game 
will be played on Friday, Sept. 2, at 7 p.m. 
by the Dodgers and the San Diego Padres. 
Fireworks will follow the game. For tick-
ets, contact the Dodger Night coordinator  
in your congregation. ? 

Dodgers to welcome Padres, 
Episcopalians on Sept. 2


