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Faith leaders walk for ‘Interdependence’: the third annual interdependence 
Day Walking meditation in Echo Park offered special intention for the world’s 20 million refugees with 
prayers in sikh, hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, christian, Baha’i, and muslim traditions, followed after sunset by 
an interfaith iftar breaking the day’s fast of ramadan. the iftar was co-hosted at the Episcopal cathedral 
center (visible through the palm trees at the left in photo), together with the islamic center of southern 
california and the interreligious council of southern california. the Walking meditation event, held July 2, 
was coordinated by the los Angeles interfaith consortium, an emerging network providing consultation and 
communication specific to advancing interreligious collaboration in l.A.

‘Understanding  
Islam’ will be theme 
of July 17 dialogue 
in Hermosa Beach

A community dialogue on ‘Understand-
ing Islam:  Separating Fact From Fic-
tion” will be held Sunday, July 17 at 

4 p.m. in Parker Hall at St. Cross Episcopal 
Church, Hermosa Beach. 

At this community interfaith event, distin-
guished speakers will present an overview of 
Islam and the realities of Muslim life with 
ample opportunity for attendees to ask ques-
tions and engage in respectful dialogue. 

Imam Ameen Omar of Masjid Al-Shareef 
Mosque in Long Beach, who has been in-
volved in the Muslim community since 1976 
and has been instrumental in the establishment 
and development of several Masjid and Is-
lamic centers in the Southern California area, 
will begin the discussion with an overview of 
Islam, particularly the multi-dimentional as-
pects of the faith. Edina Lekovic, director of 
policy and programming at the Muslim Public 
Affairs Council, who has served as a leading 
voice of the American Muslim community on 
leading media outlets, including CNN, FOX 
News, Huffington Post, NPR and Buzzfeed, 
will follow with background on Islamic cul-
ture from around the world and in the United 
States. Milia Islam-Majeed, executive director 
of the South Coast Interfaith Council (SCIC), 
a 2004 graduate of Harvard Divinity School, 
who has participated in hundreds of interfaith 
discussions, forums and programs through 
faith-based organizations, academic institu-
tions, governmental agencies as well as the 
general community, will wrap up the discus-
sion with personal stories and perspectives. A 
question and answer session will follow each 
presentation. 

The event is sponsored by the St. Cross 
Peace & Justice Ministry, The South Coast 
Interfaith Council (SCIC), Pando Populus 
and other local community and faith organi-
zations. Refreshments will be served. Admis-
sion is free, though donations to the South 
Coast Interfaith Council are welcome. For 
additional information and a flyer, visit www.
scinterfaith.org. ?

City pilgrims explore ministry, faith, worship teenagers from eight different 
congregations explored urban settings “to seek God where God can be found within the city of los Angeles” 
during the l.A. city Pilgrimage June 27 through July 1. the young people learned about worship environments 
while visiting both Our lady of the Angels roman catholic cathedral and st. John’s Episcopal cathedral; spent 
time with the Episcopal urban interns program; ministered to the homeless in macArthur Park; and assisted 
with laundry love in silver lake, a program that invites the homeless and poor to a laundromat to wash their 
clothes at no charge. the pilgrimage was led by the rev. Jana milhon-martin of st. John’s, la Verne, and Gabe 
Vasquez-reyez of church of Our saviour, san Gabriel, with assistance from chris tumilty, diocesan youth 
officer; Nancy Frausto, priest-in-charge of trinity church, los Angeles; Francisco Garcia, priest-in-charge of 
holy Faith church, inglewood; and Kelli Grace Kurtz, vicar of st. John’s, la Verne, pictured above leading the 
pilgrims in reflection and Eucharist in macArthur Park.
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Questions — and questions

F r O m  t h E  B i s h O P s 

— sunday, July 10 —
4 p.m. Jazz vespers 
St. Francis Episcopal Church 
2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes Estates 
Information: 310.375.4617

5 p.m. 12 Angry Men (stage play) 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information/Tickets: www.allsaintsbh.org
(Additional dates: July 15, 16, 17)

— monday - friday, July 11 - 15 —
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. ‘grub club’ day camp 
St. Simon’s Episcopal Church 
623 N. Hagar Street, San Fernando 91340
Information/Registration: bit.ly/grubclubenroll

— thursday, July 14 —
7 p.m. film screening: ‘plant this movie’ 
(Sponsored by All Saints Church, Pasadena) 
Armory Center for the Arts 
145 N. Raymond Avenue, Pasadena
Information: 626.796.1172

— saturday, July 16 —
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. stillpoint retreat:  
a Jungian approach to dreamwork 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information/Registration: stillpointca.org

— sunday, July 17 —
5 p.m. Jazz vespers with Barbara morrison 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: mhayes@allsaints-pas.org

— monday - friday, July 18 - 22 —
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. ‘grub club’ day camp 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
242 E. Alvarado Street, Pomona 91767
Information/Registration: bit.ly/grubclubenroll

For more events and program details, visit www.
ladiocese.org and select “Calendar,” then choose 
Arts Calendar or Events Calendar.

A r O u N D  t h E  D i O c E s E 

Episcopal News Weekly
Editor: Janet Kawamoto, editor@ladiocese.org 
Advertising: Bob Williams, media@ladiocese.org

THE VolumE 5, NumbEr 24

Teacher, what must I do to inherit eter-
nal life?

When a lawyer poses this question in 
this week’s Gospel reading, Jesus answers the 
question by asking a question: “What is writ-
ten in the law? What do you read there?”

The lawyer offers the summary of the law 
to Jesus as the answer to the question that Je-
sus asked to answer the question the lawyer 
asked — “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with all your 
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 

Confused? Don’t be. Sometimes the best 
answers to our questions are the subsequent 
questions we are asked as a way to answer 
our own questions. The lawyer knew the an-
swer, deep down, but it was buried. It hadn’t 
come fully to his consciousness yet. 

In order to make himself clearer, Jesus of-
fers the story of the Good Samaritan, a sto-
ry many of us know (or think we know) by 
heart. Every time I read it I’m reminded of 
words or phrases in the text that I had forgot-
ten about — words that are buried deep in 
me that needed to come out again. “He was 

moved with pity” is 
one of the phrases 
that always strikes 
me in the reading, 
especially because the one moved with pity 
wasn’t a fellow Jew but a Samaritan — some-
one considered very much an outsider and 
who perhaps would have been shunned by 
the person he was helping if he were just 
walking in the street. 

It is one of those moments in the gospels 
where noting the small nuances in the story 
and knowing the history of peoples and re-
lationships is important. It wasn’t the people 
you would expect who helped the person 
who was injured (the priest and the Levite), 
it was the unexpected person. It was the un-
expected person who was not only moved 
with pity, but did something about it. As a 
response to the summary of the law, who was 
the person in the story Jesus told who was 
loving his neighbor as himself? It was the 
Samaritan. The lawyer got that right. And 
Jesus’ response is the answer that we all are 
asked to give each day as our response to the 
summary of the law: “Go and do likewise.” ?

By Diane Jardine Bruce

Trinity Church, Santa Barbara, 
will offer a “Heatsong” music 

workshop with Ana Hernandez on 
Saturday, July 16, 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
The program will focus on building 
community through music through 
the use of simple chants and global 
songs, singing, drumming, move-
ment and group improvisation. 

Ana Hernandez is an author, re-
cording artist, composer, retreat facilitator 

and song leader. Her workshops 
use sound to revitalize prayer and 
build open-hearted, engaged and 
playful communities. Cost per 
person is $15, which includes a 
sack lunch. 

To register, contact the Trinity 
Church office at 805.965.7419 
or office@trinitysb.org. Trinity 
Church is located at 1500 State 

Street, Santa Barbara. ?

Ana Hernandez to lead ‘Heartsong’ workshop in Santa Barbara 

Ana hernandez


