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episcopal church lay member of the anglican consultative council rosalie ballentine and archbishop 
of canterbury justin Welby chat during a table discussion session at #accLusaka she and the 
archbishop are assigned to the same table for the length of the april 8-19 meeting in Lusaka, Zambia. 
Video of Welby’s sermon at the acc opening eucharist is at youtu.be/8rcBp5abjfw

When members of the Anglican Con-
sultative Council meeting in Lu-
saka, Zambia, April 9 discussed 

the most pressing issues facing the world, the 
challenges presented by the migration of peo-
ples, violence in all its forms, climate change, 
evangelism and discipleship, and income in-
equality emerged as the major themes that will 
inform much of the work the council does be-
fore the end of its April 8 – 19 gathering.

Council members had been asked to arrive 
in Lusaka prepared to discuss the crucial is-
sues facing their provinces and churches. 
They were also asked in advance to consider 
the shape of discipleship in their provinces in 
the context of the Five Marks of Mission and 
what it means to live in a world of differences.

Meeting in table groups inside the Cathe-
dral of the Holy Cross where the gathering 
is being held, each member described his or 
her context, and the table as a whole reported 
to the Rev. Canon Phil Groves of the Angli-
can Communion Office staff. Later in the day 
he read out a summary of the table reports. 
There was, he said, a remarkable commonal-
ity to the issues the members reported.

What Groves called the “mass movement 
of peoples” — be they refugees, migrants, in-
ternally displaced persons or those who have 
been trafficked — faces nearly every one of 
the Anglican Communion’s 38 provinces. 
Many countries are experiencing such move-
ment for the first time, while others are cop-
ing with an increase in the volume of migrat-
ing people and others are the source of people 
forced to leave their homes, he said.

“Cultures of violence” are found across 
the communion, Groves said. Certain coun-
tries are at war and others live in fear of 
war breaking out. Some members described 
violence brought on by racism, especially in 
what Groves described as countries that are 
perceived as peaceful. Reports of gun violence 

came from places as disparate as South Sudan 
and the United States, he said. There is great 
concern about violence against women.

Climate change was another common con-
cern, with some churches facing the need to 
resettle people whose island homes are sub-
merged by rising sea levels and others worry 
about floods and droughts. Groves noted that 
wealthy people might have more protection 
against the effects of climate change but the 
people on the margins are most vulnerable. 
Many of the vulnerable are indigenous people 
and many of those are Anglicans, he said.

“They are us; they’re our body of Christ,” 
he said. “We’re not talking about ‘them’ be-
ing affected; we are being affected.”

The disparity of wealth around the world 
was noted by many members, Groves said, 
and not just in terms of how to help the poor 
but how to respond to the growing gulf being 
rich and poor.

While issues such as migration, climate 
change, violence and income inequality raise 
the question of how the church can change 
the society in which it lives, Groves acknowl-
edged that to some the answer might “seem 
perhaps like the social gospel.”

However, many ACC members pointed to 
evangelism as the answer. “We have to talk 
about evangelism not as in competition to 
the social gospel” but rather, using the Five 
Marks of Mission as a lens, turning towards 
forming disciples. Groves said one member 

wrote that the challenge is about “changing 
the Sunday contract” and others asked “how 
are we going to proclaim the gospel in a cul-
ture of indifference.”

Connected to changing the Sunday con-
tract, Groves said a member from South 
Africa reported that “when things are bad 
in our country people look to the Anglican 
Church for leadership.” Another member, he 
said, suggested that the church “has to lead 
counter-cultural revolution” in countries with 
poor political situations.

Other issues that arose in the table discus-
sions, according to Groves, were ecumenical 
and interfaith relations; the problems faced 
by minorities and youth; the problems cause 
by tribalism; urbanization and secularization 
of societies; educating and resourcing clergy; 
and the need to train church leaders about 
how to safeguard their people against sexual 
harassment and assault.

The communion’s differences over issues of 
human sexuality were named, but much less 
frequently than the other issues, Groves said. 
“But they are there and they are not only 
about LGBTI people; also raised were issues 
of polygamy and also, I suspect, about the 
sanctity of marriage.”

 
— The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg is an 
editor/reporter for the Episcopal News Ser-
vice.  For more about the ACC meeting, visit 
ENS at episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens.

ACC members 
outline priority 
issues facing the 
church and world
by mary frances schjonberg



We are blessed in the Diocese of Los 
Angeles by the daily work of Good 
Samaritan Hospital and its chap-

lains. One of the finest medical facilities in 
the region and nation, the hospital is the Dio-
cese’s  the oldest and largest continuing insti-
tution, founded in 1885 
by Sister Mary Wood, an 
Episcopal nun.

I am very glad to join 
the hospital administra-
tion in announcing the 
appointment of the Rev. 
Michael Bell as new 
chaplain and director of 
the Pastoral Care Department, succeeding the 
Rev. Canon Jerry Anderson, who retired last 
month after more than a decade of outstand-
ing service, including his help in renovating 
the hospital’s historic All Souls’ Chapel. 

Michael now joins the Rev. Ron David, a 
remarkable physician-priest, who continues 
to assist in daily rounds and leadership in the 
Clinical Pastoral Education program based at 
the hospital. Among other achievements, Ron 
was previously chief medical officer of the 
District of Columbia Health and Hospsitals 
Public Benefit Corporation.

I give thanks for all of this ministry, and 
the CPE program that has grown in the past 
five years to include Korean-language minis-
try, responding to local neighborhood needs 
with the strong encouragement and support 
of Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce. The 
Rev. Clara Yoon Sook Hahm and Ms. Han-
nah Juehee Han, among others, have provid-
ed excellent ministry as chaplain-interns. 

Michael comes to his new role of leading 
Good Samaritan’s Pastoral Care Department 
after several years as chaplain at the Can-

terbury, the Rancho Palos Verdes retirement 
facility operated by Episcopal Communities 
and Services, another longstanding institution 
of the Diocese. Ordained in 2011, Michael 
has an extensive business background, having 
worked in New York City for Pfizer pharma-
ceutical corporation. He was also a university 
chaplain in the Diocese of Kansas.

In other great news, Good Samaritan Hos-
pital is preparing for the opening this year of 
its new medical pavilion, a 193,000-square-
foot facility nearing completion at the corner 
of Wilshire Boulevard and Witmer Street. The 
new building will house the Frank R. Seaver 
Ambulatory Surgery Center, the Imaging and 
Radiation Oncology departments, physicians’ 
offices, pharmacy and café. 

The new state-of-the-art surgery center is 
set to open with six operating rooms; and 
with plans to add two more operating rooms 
in the next two years, the center will eventu-
ally serve as many as 8,500 patients annually. 
The new center was made possible by an $11 
million gift from the Frank R. Seaver Trusts, 
representing one of the most faithful, gener-
ous and supportive longstanding families 
within the diocesan community.

And on the subject of generous giving, let 
us also plan ahead and remember that, by 
action of Diocesan Convention in 1899, all 
Thanksgiving Day offerings in the Diocese of 
Los Angeles are designated for the work of 
Good Samaritan Hospital.

It is an honor for me to share in Good 
Samaritan Hospital’s “tradition of caring.” 
Please join me in thanksgiving and continuing 
prayer for the hospital’s leadership, guided by 
board chairman Charles T. Munger, hospital 
president Andrew B. Leeka, its physicians 
and staff. Please also join me in welcoming 
Chaplain Michael Bell and in ongoing sup-
port for him and his expert team. ?

Great news at Good Sam
Chaplaincy welcomes new leader; Medical Pavilion set to open

f r o m  t h e  b i s h o p s 

— sunday, april 17 —
4 p.m. organ concert: mark thallander 
St. George’s Episcopal Church 
23802 Avenida de la Carlota, Laguna Hills 
Information: 949.837.4530

4 p.m. concert: the episcopal chorale 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: 562. 420.1311

4 p.m. spring organ recital: robert hovencamp 
St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church 
1175 San Gabriel Blvd., San Marino 91108 
Information: 626.793.9167

5 p.m. Jazz vespers with Bill cunliffe 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: Melissa Hayes, 626.583.2725 or 
mhayes@allsaints-pas.org

7:30 p.m. a service of contemplation and 
prayer in the style of taizé 
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
5450 Churchwood Drive, Oak Park 91377 
Information: 818.991.4797 or tcote.org

— saturday, april 23 —
4 p.m. st. george’s day dinner and auction 
St. Thomas’ Church 
5306 E. Arbor Road, Long Beach 90808 
Information:  562.425.4457

— sunday, april 24 —
3 p.m. Film Screening: Last Days in the Desert 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: 626.796.1172

— sunday, april 24 —
7:30 p.m. compline, schola cantorum
St. James’ Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3015 or saintjamesla.org

For more events, visit www.ladiocese.org and 
select “Calendar.”
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Did you know?
the diocese of los angeles has  
a full-service credit union.

The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in  
existence since 1994, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.

ECFCu offers a full line of financial products:
saving and checking accounts
free income tax preparation 
holiday club accounts
debit/atm cards
individual credit counseling
24-hour telephone information
on-line Banking

Bill pay
auto loans
signature loans
Business loans
wire transfers
financial education


