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BOUGHT WITH A PRICE

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

The Christian life is about taking the posture of a servant, and seeking to have our time and
talents be used by God to further his kingdom. My time and my personal gifts are not my own.
Indeed, if I take scripture seriously, I am not “my own,” not completely anyway. Paul reminds me in
I Corinthians 6:19, that “you are not your own; you were bought at a price.” The saving grace of Jesus
Christ, purchased with his shed blood on a cross, has made me God’s child, his own possession. All
that I have, all that I am, and all I will ever be, belongs to him. The sum total of those gifts, however
humble or great they may be, is given to me for one purpose: that I may glorify my God and Father,
in them and through them and with them.
Not only are my time and talents given to me as God’s gifts to be used for his glory, but my
treasure as well. Am I growing in my desire and actions to give sacrificially to God’s work in the
church and in other ministries? Am I teaching my children about generous giving and putting God
first before materialistic desires? Tough questions indeed.
They are tough precisely because the climate of materialism which surrounds us is almost
suffocating in its domination of American popular culture, not to mention astonishingly successful in
shaping our thoughts and habits. More is better. A lot more is better still. If I want it, I deserve it.
Material success measures my worth as a person. The more I have, the more I am. The purpose of life
is to acquire. He who dies with the most toys, wins. And so on and so on. It is a profoundly seductive
way of looking at life. It sorts people into neat piles of winners and losers, helping us to keep “score”
with those around us. It rewards us with a (seemingly) endless stream of creature comforts. It is a life
which revolves around me – my comforts, my wants, my ambitions. Viewed as a game, it is one
which is fun to play if you’re good at it.
The trouble is, that it is a decidedly unbiblical game. Put differently, it is simply not the way
God calls his people to approach life. Christians know that life is not about me – it is about God. The
center of life is God’s profound and all-encompassing love for us, made known to us through Christ,
love that is for every creature. The call to Christians is a call to find real life in serving. Time, talent,
and treasure – yours, mine, and ours – are no more than tools for getting that simple, yet daunting
job, done. Jesus Christ, God’s own Son, reminded his friends of this truth when he said, “I am among
you as one who serves” (Luke 22:27) and “Whoever would be great among you must be your
servant” (Matthew 20:26). The primary focus of my life is to be an outward, not an inward, focus.
Every day that I live, I believe more strongly that the one inescapable mark of a true Christian is a
generous heart. A generous heart asks “What can I do?” It asks, “How can I help?” It prays “Lord,
make me a blessing and a witness.”
In this season of Easter, with its signs of new life everywhere, may we each re-dedicate
ourselves to the values of discipleship and servanthood. So much is ahead – a new pastor for Holy
Cross, a new look for our building, VBS, and much more! These are exciting times to be in the family
of God at Holy Cross Church. I count it a blessing to walk with you into God’s future for this
wonderful congregation!
Your Brother in Christ,

SD+

WHAT IS A SHUT-IN?
A "shut-in" is an old-fashioned word to describe anyone who is unable to leave their home or
place of residence without assistance from others. It can be an elderly person being cared for in
a nursing home, someone who is confined to home after some surgery or debilitating illness,
someone receiving custodial care in their own home, or some combination of the above. It can
be a tough road -- for both care receiver and caregiver.

Planning
for Spring
Work Day
We will hold a Blessing of the Garden and annual spring
planting day soon – date to be announced. We are hoping
for a large turnout, young and old, gardeners and nongardeners alike, to celebrate what God is doing with Holy
Cross land. In addition to the service, we will join together
for lunch. Please note, this event will replace the annual
spring clean-up day. Therefore, we need everyone who
would normally participate in that to be sure to come to help
us with the planting. The date will be announced in the
bulletin and by PhoneTree as soon as possible. We do hope
that many of you can join us.

Mother’s & Father’s Days
for
TEAM
Again this year, so that TEAM has something for mothers and
fathers on THEIR Day, the ECW plans to make up Goodie Bags.
This was such a hit, last year, we want to do it again.
We would like to include cosmetic items, and such for the mothers
– maybe perfume. Sample items you have not used. For the
fathers, we thought socks, razors, shaving cream – the travel size
items one can find in CVS or Wal-Mart.
A basket will be placed in the Narthex for these items by midApril. In the meantime, as you think about or come across such
items as you would like to have, please begin to gather them.

Amy Banaszek
Jonah Stark
Isaac Okoro
Vanessa Ridolphi
Louise Wood
Ginger Meadows
Kimberly Stark
Kim Gordon
Rita Kelly
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Alisa Anderson
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Tina Luttrell
Mark Lewis
Merrie Ramp
Elaine Tindill-Rohr
Regina Lewis
Serena Krueger
Holly Drew
Susan Southwick
Alexa Jacks
Jennifer Bodnar
Joy O’Donnell
Avery Jarnagin
Joan Brooks
Emma Edge
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Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

ECW
The Mary & Martha of Bethany Guild of the ECW will have its next meeting on
Wednesday, April 27th at 11:45am. We will be discussing a rummage sale as well
as other business that may come before the meeting. All ladies of the church are
invited to attend all meetings. Just bring a sandwich and a drink; other items will
be furnished. We look forward to seeing each of you.

Your church wants to be present to those who are prevented from attending services or other
church activities for reasons beyond their control. If you or someone known to you fits the
above definition, Fr. Steve would be happy to visit that person for prayer and communion. Our
current Shut-in list is quite short, and we're betting there are more out there we just don't know
about. If you are, or know of a "shut-in," please call Janet in the parish office (655-7668).

SD+

CALLING ALL CURSILLISTAS
Our Ultreya this month will be Sunday, April 24th. We will meet in the
Genesis Room at 5:00pm for our potluck dinner. We had a great night
in March welcoming Bonnie into the Ultreya and look forward to new
things. Please put April 24th on your calendar and plan to attend. As always, if anyone is
interested in knowing more about Cursillo, contact Reese Booth at reesebooth@gmail.com or
205-276-4727.

SMALL PARISH

Have you been to the Small Parish Retreat? If you have, you will remember just how much
fun and enjoyment it was to be with your parish family at Camp McDowell. Hiking,
canoeing, touring the farm, seeing the animals, participating in the ropes course, and bird
watching are just a few of the fun things to do at camp. The date this year is Friday, April 29 th
- Sunday, May 1st. Come and enjoy Camp McDowell with your parish family and make some
great memories. A sign-up sheet is in the Genesis Room. Please sign up early so we will know
how many rooms to reserve. Contact Bonnie Powers or Reese Booth for more information.

ECW Rummage
Sale Is Coming!
Is your home overloaded with items you no
longer use? Furniture you would like to keep
but no longer have a place for? Perfectly good
and usable kitchenware just taking up space in
the cupboard? Too many really nice and
attractive “what-nots” for which there is no room
on shelves, mantels, or empty spaces in book
shelves? Books? Too many GOOD rakes,
shovels, lawn edgers, blowers, or other garden
equipment?
WELL! We have just the solution to your “over-crowded” problem. Come this September
ninth and tenth, the ECW is having a Rummage Sale. We need those good, re-saleable
items you no longer need. Start a list now (so you don’t forget something) and when the
week after Labor Day rolls around gather up these items and bring them to the Genesis
Room.
Now, about clothing: Once again we ask for only infants’ and small children’s items – toys,
clothes, etc. Adult clothing simply does not sell and takes up too much of our limited
space. Sorry, but that has proved to be the case too often.
That old adage frequently used for Rummage and Garage Sales, “One man’s junk is
another man’s treasure” still holds, but we are a bit picky – we want nice junk!

Your loving Church Mouse

The Ladies’ Night Out Group
Thursday, April 28
6:30 pm
Sherry’s Café
Located in Trussville
on Valley Road

Holy Cross and Brighton Middle School
Tuesday, March 8th, was a big day for the Brighton Middle School Band when they
returned to Holy Cross for a second time. Their director, and our organist, Justin Finch,
brought the band to participate in a competition at Trussville’s Middle School. Following
their performance (for which they received some good marks!), they were then
transported to Holy Cross for lunch served by members of the ECW.
Before having to load up on the bus to return to school, they went into the nave where
Justin demonstrated his skills on our organ. According to word received by your Church
Mouse they had a great time. They took turns crowding around the organ so that each
had a chance to see Justin’s “finger and footwork!” Furthermore, I have it on the best of
authority that their behavior was exemplary and they were young ladies and gentlemen.
We were delighted to have them and hope they can come again.
Anne Mayo

MEETINGS
The schedule for the next three Sundays is as follows:
Sunday, April 3

Immediately following the 10:30 service until 2:00pm.
Lunch will be provided.
Agenda: meeting, planning and Bible Study.

Sunday, April 17 Immediately following the 10:30 service until 2:00pm.
Will go out to eat for lunch.
Meeting with Justin Finch to plan Youth Sunday.
Sunday, May 1

Immediately following the 10:30 service until 2:00pm.
Lunch will be provided.
Meeting with Justin Finch to complete plans for Youth Sunday.

FLOWER CHART
For those wanting to place flowers behind the altar on any
Sunday, please sign-up on the Flower Chart on the wall in the
Genesis Room. The cost is $25.00; checks should be made to
Church of the Holy Cross and earmarked for "Altar Flowers."
Please call Janet in the parish office to give her
your information if you wish to have an occasion noted in the
bulletin that Sunday. If you have specific requests for colors,
type, etc., please call Alyce Daniel (937-4436) in advance of your
Sunday.

Ladies: Just a little reminder to blot your lipstick before
drinking from the Chalice. If you take wine by Intinction
(dipping), it is, of course, unnecessary. The ones who launder
the linens will be very appreciative. Thank you.

