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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry addresses 
Diocesan Convention in December 2015.

I actually love fairy tales, and I used to en-
joy reading them to our children when 
they were young and little. Now to be 

sure, those were the more sanitized fairy tales 
but there was something good about them, 
a way of confronting what was tough in life 
with genuine hope. But they were fairy tales.

The week called Holy Week is the remem-
brance of Jesus entering Jerusalem and of-
fering his life in the ultimate act of sacrificial 
love. Good Friday, the experience of betrayal, 
the experience of friends abandoning you, the 
experience of injustice and wrong, criminal 
self-centered conspiracies. And then beyond 
that Holy Week, the resurrection from the 
dead. This is not a fairy tale. 

The truth is, even as we spoke in Holy 
Week, we did so not only in the shadow of 
the cross, but in the shadow of those who 
were killed in Brussels, of those who have 
been wounded and maimed, of those who 
weep and mourn. And of a world mourning, 
and not too sure how to move forward. And 
this world does not need another fairy tale. 
This week’s story of crucifixion and resurrec-
tion is not a fairy tale.

Some years ago in the last century George 
McLeod, the founder of the Iona Community, 
had fought in the First World War, a war that 
he came to realize was fought for no good 
reason. He eventually became ordained, and 
founded the Iona Community, and at one 
point he said this about this faith that we 
hold as followers of Jesus:

I simply argue that the cross be raised again 
at the centre of the marketplace as well as 
on the steeple of the church. I am recovering 
the claim that Jesus was not crucified in a ca-
thedral between two candles, but on a cross 
between two thieves, on the town garbage 
dump, at a crossroads so cosmopolitan that 
they had to write his title in Hebrew, Latin 
and Greek. It was the kind of place where 
cynics talk smut, thieves curse, soldiers gam-
ble. That’s where he died. And that’s where 
we as Christians ought to be and what we as 
Christians ought to be about.

The week called Holy, the season called Eas-
ter, the remembrance of death and the realiza-
tion of resurrection — this is not a fairy tale, 
but the revelation of ultimate reality. Now 
the truth is, it’s easy to dismiss or discount — 
whether by conscious conviction or by uncon-
scious resignation — to dismiss this as naïve; 
nice, but naïve. It’s easy to dismiss it whether 
consciously or unconsciously as a great hope, 
a wonderful ideal, but not realistic in a world 
like this. Maybe — parts of us, I suspect, won-
der — maybe the strong do survive, maybe 
might does make right, maybe you had bet-
ter look out for number one. I suspect we all 
share those feelings once in a while. 

But, I have to ask myself a question. It’s not 
my question, it’s Dr. Phil’s; “How’s that wor-
kin’ out for ya?” How’s that workin’ out for 
the world? The truth is, the way the world 
very often operates is not working out. It’s 
not sustainable. It’s not the way to life. Jesus 
has shown us the way. He has shown us that 
unselfish, sacrificial love, love of God, and 
love of the other, is the way to life. That, my 
friends, is the ultimate reality. And that’s not 
a fairy tale. 

When Jesus was executed, he was tried and 
convicted of crimes he never committed. He 
willingly gave his life. Not for himself, but 
for others. And in so doing, he showed us 
what love looks like. That’s what we call the 
Way of the Cross. And that Way is the way 
of life and hope. And when he died, his clos-

est followers feared that maybe the strong do 
survive. Maybe might does make right. And 
maybe we had better look out for number 
one. ’Cause maybe the world has won. 

But three days later, something happened. 
Unexpected. Undreamed of. Unheralded. 
Three days later their world turned upside-
down, which is right-side up. God raised him 
from the dead. And you could almost hear 
God thundering forth in that resurrection. 
Love! In the end, love wins! Love is the way! 
Trust me! Follow me! Believe in me! This res-
urrection is real! This is not a fairy tale! 

So go forth into this world. Don’t be afraid. 
And don’t be ashamed to be people of love. 
And go forth into this world and help us to 
change it from the nightmare it often is into 
the dream that God intends. 

A blessed Easter, and go forth into the 
world. Amen. ?

The Most Rev. Michael Curry is presiding 
bishop and primate of The Episcopal Church. 

A message from the presiding bishop

The story of Easter is not a fairy tale
By Michael Curry

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has called 
the Episcopal Church to an Easter sea-

son of prayer for regions of the Anglican 
Communion currently experiencing violence 
and civil strife.

“In this season of Resurrection, I call on 
everyone to pray for our brothers and sisters 
in areas where there is much burden and 
little hope,” the presiding bishop said.

Citing Galatians 6:2 — Bear one anoth-
er’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil 
the law of Christ — Curry called for prayer 

throughout the Easter. season. Each week, 
beginning on April 3, the first Sunday of 
Easter, and proceeding through Pentecost on 
May 15, Curry asks Episcopal congregations 
to pray for a particular province or region, 
beginning with Burundi and continuing 
with Central America, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Middle East, Pakistan, and 
South Sudan.

To learn more, visit www.episcopalchurch.
org/page/easter-season-prayer; check back for 
more information throughout Eastertide. ?

Presiding Bishop Curry calls for season of prayer



From Brussels to Pakistan and elsewhere 
this past Holy Week and Easter week-
end, senseless violence has erupted, 

leaving us once again with questions of how 
to maintain hope and how to nurture stability 
when such tragedies strike.

The Lahore attack comes just weeks after 
a delegation from the Diocese of Los An-
geles, members of our Program Group on 
Global Partnership, visited our good friend, 
Bishop Samuel Azariah, president bishop of 
the Church of Pakistan, to help implement 
a 2015 General Convention resolution call-
ing for closer ties with the church and people 
there. This visit will be featured in an upcom-
ing article in The Episcopal News. 

Even when hope seems far off, let us unite 
in prayer and action that will help bring peace, 
justice and mercy to this world. We must con-
tinue to bring education, to relieve poverty, 
and stand with our peace-loving sister and 
brother Muslims everywhere as they decry the 
extremists who do not act in their name.        

We must continue our solidarity with Bish-
op Azariah, who has condemned in strongest 
terms the terrorist attack in Gulshan Iqbal 
Park Lahore, claiming lives of innocent peo-
ple. His office has posted this statement:

Bishop Samuel Azariah, Bishop Irfan 
Jamil (Bishop of Lahore) and Bishop 
Mano Rumalshah (Bishop Emeritus of 
Peshawar) expressed their deepest con-
dolences to the bereaved families and 
prayed for peace and speedy recovery to 
those who were injured in the blast.

The Lahore blast has taken lives of 
over 72 people and left over 300 injured, 
many of them children and women, when 
a suicide bomber blew himself up at 
Gulshan Iqbal Park on Easter evening.

G u l s h a n - e -
Iqbal Park, one of 
the largest parks 
of Lahore, is usu-
ally packed with visitors on weekends. 
But there was an extraordinary rush Sun-
day evening as a large number of Chris-
tians had turned up to celebrate Easter.

Following the blast, the President Bish-
op of Church of Pakistan visited the hos-
pitals to console pray for the injured and 
analyze the situation.

Bishop Azariah, who actively partici-
pates in promoting interfaith activities, 
stated that such acts weaken and damage 
the struggle and effort toward bringing a 
relation of peace and harmony between 
Christians and Muslims.

“It is unfortunate that these inhuman 
terrorists identify themselves as Muslims 
and by performing such barbaric acts 
damage the image of their faith commu-
nity.’ he said. ‘In a context of this nature, 
it is the primary responsibility of our 
majority brothers and sisters from the 
Muslim community to identify, silence 
and eliminate this minority. This minor-
ity claims to be the real Muslims, and pri-
marily acts against the teaching of Islam 
and this should be resolved.

Mere statements of condemnation and 
quotes from the Holy Scriptures are not 
enough. We as a nation have reached a 
breaking point that “enough is enough.” 
How many more soft targets have to be 
sacrificed?
May peace prevail as together we reach out 

in the compassion and faithfulness of the Ris-
en Christ, working for positive change, join-
ing our hands in healing. ?

—

Praying, responding in 
solidarity with Pakistan

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S 
— SUNDAY, APRIL 3 —

4:30 p.m.  Choir Concert 
Church of Our Saviour 
535 West Roses Road, San Gabriel 91775 
Information: 626.282.5147

— MONDAY, APRIL 4 —
6:30 p.m. Forum: Developmental Difference of 
Boys and Girls During School Years 
St. Mark’s Episcopal School 
330 E. 16th Street, Upland 
Information: 909.920.5565

7 p.m. Big Bang Cosmology and Divine Creation: 
The New Physics and the Old Metaphysics 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
1500 State Street, Santa Barbara 93101 
Information: 805.965.7419

— FRIDAY, APRIL 8 —
7:30 p.m. Resounding: A Concert of 
Great Works for Organ 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoquio Avenue, Los Olivos 93441 
Information: 805.688.4454

8 p.m. Music from Venice, Leipzig and London 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: 310.454.1358

— SATURDAY, APRIL 9 —
2 - 4 p.m. Decoding Rituals and Symbols of Islam 
Islamic Center of Southern California 
434 Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles 90020 
Information: conta.cc/1Rm8MTo

— SUNDAY, APRIL 10 —
3 p.m. Concert for  All Saints’ Emergency Shelter 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026 
Information: 323.255.6806

4:30 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Organ Recital 
St. James’ Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3015 or saintjamesla.org

For more events, visit www.ladiocese.org  and 
select “Calendar.”

A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
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By J. Jon Bruno

800-366-1536
ext. 254

www.efcula.org

Did you know?
The Diocese of Los Angeles has  
a full-service Credit Union.

The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in  
existence since 1994, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.

ECFCU offers a full line of financial products:
Saving and Checking Accounts
Free Income Tax Preparation 
Holiday Club Accounts
Debit/ATM Cards
Individual Credit Counseling
24-Hour Telephone Information
On-Line Banking

Bill Pay
Auto Loans
Signature Loans
Business Loans
Wire Transfers
Financial Education


