
Liturgy for Commissioning Stewardship Ministers  

This form may be used following the homily (and Creed) at the Eucharist, or at the time of the 

hymn or anthem following the Collects in Morning or Evening Prayer, or separately. 

Symbols appropriate to the ministry may be given to the candidates as they are commissioned. 

(The ichthys is an appropriate symbol since it is the Greek acronym for Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

Savior, but also because it points to the generosity and abundance represented in several 

passages of scripture , e.g., Matthew 14:13- 21, Luke 5:1-11.) 

When the number of candidates for any office is large, it is sufficient to say the sentence of 

commissioning once over the entire group, but it is desirable that each person be greeted 

individually (and be given an appropriate symbol). 

The Examination 

The congregation being seated, the celebrant stands in full view of the people. The sponsors and 

candidates stand facing the celebrant. The Celebrant says these or similar words 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one 

Body, and given gifts for a variety of ministries for the common good. Our purpose 

is to commission these persons in the Name of God and of this congregation to the 

ministry of stewardship to which they are called. 

The Celebrant asks the sponsor or sponsors 

Are these persons you are to present prepared by a commitment to Christ as Lord, 

by regular attendance at worship, and by the knowledge of their duties, to exercise 

their ministry to the honor of God, and the well-being of the Church? 

Sponsor I believe they are. 

The Celebrant then says these or similar words 

You have been called to serve in the stewardship ministry of this congregation. 

Will you, as long as you are engaged in this work, perform it with diligence?  

Candidate I will. 

Celebrant Will you faithfully and reverently execute the duties of your ministry to 

the honor of God, and the benefit of the members of this congregation? 

Candidate I will. 
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The Commissioning 

One or more of the following forms is used as appropriate. The appointed antiphons may be read 

or sung by all, or by the celebrant, or by some other person. 

Sponsor I present to you these persons to be admitted to the ministry of stewardship 

in this congregation. 

The following, or some other antiphon, versicle and Collect may be used. 

Antiphon 

You are my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servants whom I have chosen. 

V. Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name: 

R. Make known his deeds among the peoples. 

Let us pray. (Silence) 

Have regard to our supplication, O gracious Lord, and confirm with your heavenly 

benediction your servants commissioned to minister in your Church, that with 

sincere devotion of mind and body they may offer acceptable service to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In the Name of God and of this congregation, I commission you [N.] as 

stewardship ministers in this Parish [and give you this __________ as a token of 

your ministry]. 

When used with the Eucharist, the service continues with (the Prayers of the People and) the 

exchange of the Peace. 


