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Called to the Wall  clergy and parishioners of 
the dioceses of Los Angeles and San Diego took part in the 
fifth annual “called to the Wall,” a holy Week pilgrimage in 
support of immigrants, particularly children and families, 
on march 19. At top: the pilgrimage group of about 125 
men, women and children walks along the beach towards 
the u.S. – mexico border wall, where bishop James 
mathes of the Diocese of San Diego and bishop Lino 
rodriguez-Amaro of the Diocese of Western mexico 
celebrated Eucharist on the mexican side while bishop 
Suffragan mary D. glasspool (pictured at right) of the 
Diocese of Los Angeles celebrated on the u.S. side. JA
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Some 600 young people from around 
Los Angeles will gather at 14 sites on 
April 16, Global Youth Service Day, 

to construct and plant gardens that will help 
provide fresh, healthy produce for communi-
ties of need, and to demonstrate the impact 
that youth can have on the landscape and 
well-being of the city.

The day’s activities are being coordinated 
by the Los Angeles nonprofit organization Big 
Citizen Hub, along with the Diocese of Los 
Angeles’ Seeds of Hope program. Many of 
the April 16 work sites will be Seeds of Hope 
projects at Episcopal churches and schools. 
The launch event will be held from 10:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Edendale Garden, a project 
of Seeds of Hope and the Congregation of St. 
Athanasius that is located next to the Cathe-
dral Center of St. Paul, 840 Echo Park Ave-
nue, Los Angeles. The event will begin with a 
brief opening ceremony, followed by a work 
party at which participants will weed, plant 
and generally beautify the site. All are invited 
to wear work clothes and bring gardening 
tools (labeled with the owner’s name).

According to Seeds of Hope, more than a 
million people in Los Angeles lack access to 
affordable and healthy produce. They expect 
the young peoples’ efforts to provide thou-
sands of pounds of produce for food banks 
serving those in need.

“Young people in Los Angeles are ready, 
willing and able to take on the world’s most 
difficult challenges, yet they are vastly under-
represented as active citizens, decision mak-
ers and problem solvers,” according to a 
Big Citizen Hub-Seeds of Hope release. “On 
Global Youth Service Day, we celebrate the 
desire and commitment of our city’s young 
people to make Los Angeles a better place.”

For more information about the Youth Ser-
vice Day events and additional work sites, 
contact Beth Bayouth of Big Citizen Hub 
at bbayouth@thebigcitizenhub.org or Payton 
Høegh of Seeds of Hope at pwhoegh@jubi 
leeconsortium.org. ?

Youth Service Day 
events to focus on 
bringing fresh food 
to LA’s communities

March in support of immigrant families
At left: clergy and lay members of the Diocese of Los Angeles were 
among religious leaders taking part in a march 23 demonstration 
at the metropolitan Detention center in Los Angeles to protest the 
detention and deportation of immigrants, especially recent 
immigration and customs Enforcement (icE) raids targeting central 
American refugee mothers and children who have come to the u.S. 
to flee violence and to seek asylum. the march was organized by 
the interfaith group clergy Leaders united for Economic Justice 
(cLuE). At right: twenty-one demonstrators were arrested, 
including, from top, Francisco garcia, priest in charge of holy Faith 
church, inglewood; Archdeacon Joanne Leslie; and canon randy 
kimmler of holy Spirit Fellowship, Los Angeles.



Why do you look for the living 
among the dead?” 

This is the poignant question the 
“men in dazzling clothes” ask the women 
who have come to Jesus’s tomb with their 
spices. It is a question well worth asking our-
selves. Why do we look for the living among 
the dead? The women didn’t even find the 
dead in the tomb — it was empty.

The emptiness encountered by the women 
at the tomb strikes deeper than death. To 
death, one can respond with tears and wail-
ing, with anointing and spices, with funeral 
processions and eulogies. To emptiness there 
is no response. When emptiness takes over, 
the core of one’s humanness disintegrates. 
One is no longer capable of despair, for de-
spair implies the presence of enough hope to 
feel its loss. Emptiness is the ultimate threat to 
religious faith.

Each of us has within ourselves a tomb into 
which we have placed something that perhaps 
originally was most dear to us but now, as 
far as we are concerned, is dead. Maybe it’s 
a failed marriage, a broken friendship, an 
emotionally distant child or parent. Maybe it 
is our own tomb, in which lodges something 
we want to be dead; a sense of shame, or 
greed, or self-centeredness. Or perhaps it is, 
in fact, Jesus’s tomb and we’ve placed him in 
it because, deep in our minds, we really don’t 
know what to make of the Christian story, 
and so we bury Jesus in this tomb and seal 
the opening shut with a huge stone and try to 
continue our lives, pretending everything is 
fine, thank you very much.

We are supported and even encouraged 
to guard our tombs by our own society and 
culture. We have developed incredible resur-
rection resistance. We have a kind of Easter 
evasion in our culture. We can handle it our-
selves. We don’t need help. We can take care 
of life on our own terms. We have gotten used 
to our “un-freedoms” — the ways in which 
our tombs actually bind us — and their at-
tendant pain has become our friend. So we 
lose sight of what is possible in our lives. We 
lose sight of the fact that persons, places, and 
things can bind us. Instead we choose to live 
with brokenness and loneliness. We lose sight 
of the potential that is ours. How do we move 
from this stuck place? How do we begin to 
claim the goods news of Jesus’s resurrection?

Claiming the good news, claiming the res-
urrection, making the resurrection ours as 
well as Jesus’s means that we go on a jour-

ney to our own 
tombs, not 
knowing exact-
ly what we will 
find. In Mark’s 
Gospel, on 
their way to the 
tomb the wom-
en ask, “Who will roll away the stone for us 
from the door of the tomb?” They knew they 
couldn’t do it themselves, but that didn’t stop 
them from going to the tomb to anoint Jesus’s 
body. They went anyway. They kept asking. 
They kept walking. They had a problem they 
could not solve, a stone they could not move, 
and yet they continued on their journey.

We have a partnership with God. God is 
with us. We need to trust that partnership, 
claim that relationship, and continue walk-
ing toward the tomb. To walk willingly to the 
tomb, acknowledging the stones, acknowl-
edging our brokenness with God and others, 
is to walk toward health. We go to the tomb 
knowing that what it holds represents death 
— or, even worse, emptiness. We go to that 
tomb because things sometimes have to die 
in order for us to live more fully. We have to 
let go of certain things so that their binding 
power over us can be released.

In all of the gospels, when the women ar-
rived at the tomb that morning, God had 
already acted. The stone was already rolled 
back and Jesus had already risen and stepped 
forward with all of the light, life, love, and 
power of God. And the stone was not moved 
so that the Risen Jesus could get out. The 
stone was moved so that those women, and 
each of us, can step in and see that Jesus is not 
there, that Jesus has risen. Now, therefore, we 
can live without worry, fight without surren-
der, suffer without despair, love without lim-
its, and die without fear, knowing that there is 
no stone in us or outside of us that can stop us 
from rising with Christ and living through the 
resurrection power of our God. And that, as 
they say, is certainly good news!  ?

On April 1, the Rt. Rev. Mary Glasspool 
will begin a new ministry as bishop assistant 
in the Diocese of New York. The Episcopal 
News, and especially its editor, have benefit-
ted greatly from her spiritual insight, wisdom, 
humor, and constant support and encourage-
ment. She will be deeply missed.                  

— Janet Kawamoto, editor

Rolling the stone away 
F r o m  t h E  b i S h o p S 

— sunday, april 3 —
4:30 p.m.  choir concert 
Church of Our Saviour 
535 West Roses Road, San Gabriel 91775 
Information: 626.282.5147

— monday, april 4 —
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. forum: developmental 
difference of Boys and girls during school years 
St. Mark’s Episcopal School 
330 E. 16th Street, Upland 
Information: 909.920.5565

7 p.m. Big Bang cosmology and divine creation: 
the new physics and the old metaphysics 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
1500 State Street, Santa Barbara 93101 
Information: 805.965.7419

— friday, april 8 —
7:30 p.m. resounding: a concert of 
great works for organ 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoquio Avenue, Los Olivos 93441 
Information: 805.688.4454

8 p.m. music from venice, leipzig and london 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: 310.454.1358

— saturday, april 9 —
2 - 4 p.m. the guibord center presents 
decoding rituals and symbols of islam 
Islamic Center of Southern California 
434 Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles 90020 
Information: conta.cc/1rm8mto

— sunday, april 10 —
3 p.m. a concert to Benefit all saints’ (highland 
park) emergency shelter 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026 
Information: 323.255.6806

4:30 p.m. solemn evensong & organ recital 
St. James’ Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3015 or saintjamesla.org

— sunday, april 17 —
4 p.m. concert: the episcopal chorale 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: 562. 420.1311

7:30 p.m. a service of contemplation and prayer 
in the style of taizé 
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
5450 Churchwood Drive, Oak Park 91377 
Information: 818.991.4797 or tcote.org

For more events, visit www.ladiocese.org  and 
select “Calendar.”
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by mary Douglas glasspool
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