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Girls Friendly Society members explore art, worship, service
Members of the Diocese’s of Los Angeles’ Girls Friendly Society gathered at Trinity Church, Orange, for an 
arts-oriented “Not-So-Quiet-Day” on March 12. About 40 girls and their leaders took a tour of “Icons in 
Transformation,” a 120-piece exhibit hosted at Trinity featuring the works of Russian-born artist Ludmila 
Pawlowska. The girls then colored their own version of icons (above right), joined in worship under the 
leadership of GFS chaplain George Okusi, vicar of St Thomas’ Church, Long Beach, and engaged in a 
service project for “A Window Between Worlds,” an organization that uses art to help people affected by 
trauma and violence. Girls Friendly Society is an Episcopal Church organization open to girls ages 5 to 21. 
Members meet in chapters based at local congregations; diocesan events are held several times a year. 
For more information and photos, visit the GFS-LA Facebook page, or the website at gfscalifornia.org.
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St. Luke's Church, Monrovia, has been 
given an unusual bequest. The entire 
contents of several high-end houses 

have been donated to the historic church, 
which celebrates its 125th anniversary this 
year. St. Luke's will host an estate sale April 
14 - 17 to dispose of the items, with proceeds 
benefitting its maintenance fund and minis-
tries. Items for sale include furniture, objects 
d'art, artworks, lighting fixtures, patio furni-

ture, rugs, kitchen and tabletop items, Christ-
mas decorations and more. Sale days and 
hours are Thursday, April 14 - Sunday, April 
17, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on each day. The sale is 
being handled by estate sale coordinator Zoe 
TeBeau of Claremont, with appraisals and re-
view by the auction house of John Moran & 
Associates of Monrovia. For more informa-
tion and photos, visit www.estatesales.net/CA/
Monrovia/91016/1135605. ?

Estate sale to benefit historic Monrovia parish

The Gun Violence Prevention Task Force 
of the Diocese of Los Angeles is com-
mitted to educating, equipping and 

engaging parishes for sustained efforts to re-
duce gun deaths and injuries. On average, 92 
people are killed by gun violence each day. 
Many of these tragedies are preventable.

To assist congregations, the task force has 
created a resource folder with information 
on gun violence prevention that is relevant 
to all areas of parish life. The folder con-
tains resources for worship, adult education, 
and children, familes and youth. The topics, 
which are wide-ranging, include information 
on gun suicide, mental illness and guns, safe 
storage of guns, and domestic abuse, with 
suggestions on how parishes can engage in 
prevention in these areas. In addition, learn-
ing to respond compassionately to gun vio-
lence that takes place in the congregation or 
larger community can help deal with feelings 
of fear, grief, and helplessness. 

Copies of the resource folder are available 
from Virginia Classick, task force co-chair, at 
vclassick@aol.com or 818.225.0410.    

The task force, which has been active for 
several years, now operates in cooperation 
with the Southwest California Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), as directed in a resolution adopted 
by the 120th annual meeting of Diocesan 
Convention in December 2015. ?

Preventing gun 
violence: Task 
force has resources 
for congregations

Tool kit contains gun violence prevention resources 
for congregations.



Walking the holy way
F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S 

 — SUNDAY, MARCH 20 —
4 p.m. Palm Sunday Concert 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Sreet, Long Beach 90815 
Information: 562. 420.1311

4 p.m. Women’s Evensong Invitational 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
122 South California Avenue, Monrovia 91016 
Information: StLukesDirector@aol.com

4 p.m. Renewal of Ministry: Paula Vukmanic 
St. Francis’ Church 
2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes Estates 90274 
Information: 310.375.4617 

— WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 —
7:30 p.m. A Service in the style of Taizé 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: 310.275.0123

7:30 p.m. Holy Week: Tenebrae 
Church of Our Saviour 
535 West Roses Road, San Gabriel 91775 
Information: 626.282.5147 

— THURSDAY, MARCH 24 —
7:30 p.m. Missa Mystica on Maundy Thursday 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: 310.275.0123

— FRIDAY, MARCH 25 —
7 p.m. Good Friday Service: Fauré’s Requiem
St. Ambrose Episcopal Church
830 W. Bonita Avenue, Claremont 91711
Information: 909.626.7170
      

— SATURDAY, MARCH 26 —
8 p.m. Great Vigil of Easter 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: 310.275.0123

For more events, visit www.ladiocese.org  and 
select “Calendar.”

A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 

800-366-1536
ext. 254

www.efcula.org

Did you know?
The Diocese of Los Angeles has  
a full-service Credit Union.

The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in  
existence since 1994, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.

ECFCU offers a full line of financial products:
Saving and Checking Accounts
Free Income Tax Preparation 
Holiday Club Accounts
Debit/ATM Cards
Individual Credit Counseling
24-Hour Telephone Information
On-Line Banking

Bill Pay
Auto Loans
Signature Loans
Business Loans
Wire Transfers
Financial Education

840 ECHO PARK AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90026
PLEASE CALL AT 213.482.2040, EXT. 228
MONDAY – FRIDAY: 9AM – 4PM • SATURDAY: 10AM – 2PM

Gifts
Religious Jewelry

PrayerBooks/Bibles
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THE 1979 BCP AND
NRSV BIBLE
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This past Christmastide, I had the privi-
lege of accompanying nine young 
adults (ages 18 to 25) from the Diocese 

of Los Angeles to Israel/Palestine. We had 
the opportunity to walk in the footsteps of 
Jesus from Bethphage to Jerusalem, walking 
down the Mount of Olives on the traditional 
Palm Sunday procession. At that point I had 
to use a cane (as I have to on occasion) due 
to a bad knee. It had rained the night before, 
and although I was using my cane, I managed 
to slip and fall. I fell with a loud crash (my 
cane hitting the stone road), and landed in a 
seated position — my legs literally went out 
from under me.

When I fell, it took me and all the pilgrims 
around me by surprise. Everyone stopped 
singing, came around me and looked down at 
me. Virtually everyone was silent. I thought 
to myself, “Lord, please don’t let me try to 
stand to find out I’ve broken my leg.” I didn’t, 
of course. After a few minutes I was able to 
stand and we continued our walk down the 
Mount of Olives, heading to the gate in Je-
rusalem. 

The prayerful mood was broken. The pil-
grims were silent, and I could tell that they 
were worried about me. This is not some-
thing I had wanted to happen — what had 
been a time of prayer and singing was turned 
to silent worry. I stopped — everyone gasped 

and turned toward 
me, thinking I was 
about to fall again. 
I looked at them 
and said, “The 
15th Station: The 
bishop falls for the 
first time.” That broke the tension. Everyone 
laughed, and prayers and singing resumed as 
we made our way downhill.

Friends in Christ, today we celebrate the 
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. We 
have many distractions in our lives that can 
wrench us out of a prayerful place, a place in 
which we can more fully appreciate and con-
sider what Jesus did for those around him — 
and for us. Whatever “fall” you or someone 
close to you may have taken, don’t let that 
distract you from walking through today and 
this most holy of weeks. If you have concerns 
or burdens on your heart, if you are worried 
about yourself or someone else, bring them 
to Jesus in prayer. However, please don’t just 
come to church today and show up next Sun-
day — there are multiple services in your con-
gregation this week, and they are important 
to walk through. Especially if you are carry-
ing burdens, this most holy of weeks is a mir-
ror into the death and resurrection moments 
we all go through.

May this Palm Sunday and this Holy Week 
bring you closer to Jesus. ?

Canterbury Cup Golf Classic planned

St. Wilfrid of York Church, Huntington Beach, will hold its fourth 
annual Canterbury Cup Golf Classic, supporting Canterbury Ir-

vine, the Episcopal campus ministry at UC Irvine, on Saturday, April 
9 at the David L. Baker Golf Course in Fountain Valley.  

This year’s tournament will have a shotgun start and a “scramble” 
format to streamline everyone’s playing time. For more information, 
email to lukespak@yahoo.com or lstover@alum.pomona.edu. ?

By Diane Jardine Bruce


