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By Jennet Lacey

“The real cause of hunger is the powerlessness
of the poor to gain access to the resources they need
to feed themselves,” according to Frances Moore
Lappé, a hunger expert and author.  The Lenten
 project, Seeds of Hope, distributed vegetable
seedlings to patrons at Loaves and Fishes, the local
soup kitchen, in hopes that they would be empow-
ered, in some small way, to
be self-reliant in growing
some healthy food.

The first step was get-
ting recommendations from
gardeners in the congrega-
tion about vegetables suit-
able for growing in
containers, and four were se-
lected: tomatoes, cucum-
bers, radishes, and beans.

Cardboard egg cartons were collected to provide
small, biodegradable containers with four sections.
EYC learned how to make seed paper with flower
seeds for bees; this was used as tags when the plants
were given away. 

The seeds were planted on February 11th and
placed in a sunny window in the parish hall as a visi-
ble symbol of the season.  Dirt, seeds, and sunshine
resulted in rapid growth, and the seedlings were

ready for distribution two
weeks later. 

Over a hundred con-
tainers of four seedlings
were distributed. The re-
cipients shared advice
with each other and with
older, more experienced
gardeners, making judi-
cious selections and giv-
ing tips for planting.

Suitably, Good Friday was the most popular date rec-
ommended for planting vegetables outside.

It is our prayer that a small idea, planted in our
church, will result in Seeds of Hope for families in
need.

Jennet Lacey is a communicant at 
St. Paul's/Columbus.

By Mary Frances Schjonberg

[Episcopal News Service – Fort Worth, Texas]
The Episcopal Church Executive Council began its
Feb. 26-28 meeting by hearing some good news
about the health of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry.

Curry, who had surgery for a subdural
hematoma and spent six days in the hospital in early
December, told council members that he is now “rea-
sonably back to normal … I think I am back about 90
percent.”

“Some brain processes are a little slower than
they were before,” he added, saying that he has one
more speech therapy session, work that is as much
cognitive as it is speech therapy.

“I’m coming along and feeling very good,” he
said.

Curry is preaching again but “I don’t stray as far
away from manuscript as I normally would do, but
they say that will come back.”

He has one more CAT scan and a three-hour
neuropsychological work-up “to finish up every-
thing.”

A subdural hematoma is usually caused by a
head injury strong enough to burst blood vessels,
which can then cause pooled blood to push on the
brain. Curry said the doctors determined that a fall he
took on the morning of his Nov. 1 installation as pre-
siding bishop caused the hematoma, although at the
time he did not know he had injured himself that se-

riously.
Curry said he had been to the gym

and was running across the street from
a Starbucks back to his hotel in Wash-
ington, D.C. when he tripped over a
curb, hit his head and scratched up his
right arm. “I didn’t think twice about it,
but they said the symptoms are delayed
four or five weeks,” he said.

His injury became apparent on
Dec. 6 while he was preaching at Bruton
Parish in Williamsburg, Virginia, “when I
couldn’t remember anything – every-
thing was gone – but, being a preacher,
I kept talking.”

Curry was taken to the hospital
that same day. He said he was glad the

symptoms did not manifest themselves on the day of
his installation, calling it “a blessing for the church
because had it not been delayed, imagine what the
sermon would have been like on Nov. 1.”

“We thank God for a lot,” he said as council
members joined in his laughter.

Curry’s remarks came during council’s opening
plenary session at the American Airlines Training and
Conference Center near the Dallas-Fort Worth Inter-
national Airport.

House of Deputies President the Rev. Gay Clark
Jennings, the council’s vice president, said during her
opening remarks that council would hear at this
meeting about the initial steps she, Curry and other
leaders of the House of Deputies and the House of
Bishops have taken to begin “remaking our commit-
ment to racial justice and reconciliation, and church
planting, and towards supporting more effectively
our Latino and Hispanic congregations.” The commit-
ments were made in a series of resolutions passed by
the 2015 meeting of General Convention.

Earlier this month those leaders met with several
staff members and other leaders n the church to
begin work on fulfilling the call of Resolution C019 to
establish a churchwide response to systemic racial in-
justice.

“We have an enormous opportunity to be agents
of justice and reconciliation. We had the mountain-
top moments we needed to get going last summer at
General Convention,” she told council.  “And now we
have the sacred responsibility to carry that commit-
ment into the everyday work of leading the Episcopal
Church. And we should know – we should really
know – going into this work, that it will not always
come naturally and will surely be a growing edge, es-
pecially for those of us who have lived and enjoyed
white privilege.”
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Seeds of Hope highlights hunger ministry in Columbus

Episcopal Church Executive Council members and staff listen as Treasurer N. Kurt Barnes, right podium,
discusses budget matters. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is at the left podium. 
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry says 
he’s ‘reasonably back to normal’

Three-day Executive Council meeting gets into details of new triennium’s work
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Notes from around the diocese:
All Saints’/Tupelo is participating in a Lenten

luncheon series presented by the Tupelo Ministerial
Association with other churches in the community.  A
light lunch is served at a different church every Thurs-
day at noon during Lent.

This year’s Lenten Fine Art Series at Holy Trin-
ity/Vicksburgwill feature a wine and cheese recep-
tion with art by Stacy Wills, the Patrick Smith Band,
Ensemble Polonaise, Musical Scenes from Opera pre-
sented by Jackson State University, the Sons of Abra-
ham, and the Mississippi Boychoir.  The programs are
presented on Fridays at noon.

St. Alban’s/Bovina is presenting their Lenten Art
Series on Wednesday evenings.  This year’s even will
feature the Lewis Family Singers; Dr. David Mahloch,
organist; and the Mississippi Girlchoir High School
Chorus; 

The EYC at St. Paul’s/Meridian recently hosted
their annual plant sale, offering several varieties of
ferns from a grower in Citronelle, AL.  Proceeds benefit
the EYC Outreach and Adventure Fund and will en-
able the group to perform service work, attend special
events, and go on mission trips and pilgrimages.

St. Paul’s/Columbus is preparing vegetable
seedlings in biodegradable egg cartons to offer at
loaves and fishes on March 14th.  The containers are
located in the sunny southern exposure in the parish
hall.

The Daughters of the King at St.
Columb’s/Ridgeland will host a quiet day from 8:30
a.m. until noon on Saturday, March 12th.  The rev.
Canon David Johnson will lead.

St. Mark’s/Gulfport is collecting food donations
to fill the pantry at de l’epee  The drive will continue
until Sunday, March 20. 

On Sunday, March 20th, members of St.

Stephen’s/Indianolawill meet in an intergenerational
Sunday school.  They will gather at 9:30 a.m. on Palm
Sunday for a fun and informative session in prepara-
tion for Holy Week.  

Quotes this month:
The Rev. Walton Jones, Trinity/Natchez: “The

good work we fill our lives with can take its toll on us.
If we don’t set aside time for self-care, prayer, worship,
and the enjoyment of our friends and family then our
hearts and souls can become overburdened with pace
of it all.  Lent is a time when we’re asked to slow down
and take an honest look inside.”

The Rev. Ann Benton Fraser, St. Paul’s/Corinth:
“. . . the church that the world needs is the church that
follows the Way of Jesus, joining in the movement our
Lord showed as he healed, and taught, and showed
the mercy of God.  The world— which God so loves—
needs the church to tell the story of hope in Christ.  To
proclaim the good news that love always bats last, and
in God’s economy nothing is wasted.”

The Very Rev. Robert Wetherington, Re-
deemer/Biloxi:  “Lent is a wilderness time, or rather a
time to be aware of the wilderness around us.  Wilder-
ness is the cacophony of voices and words crying out
for our attention and action.  We are constantly as-
saulted by voices calling us to focus on values that
make use of our lives. God invites us to hear a call to
different values that give life instead of use it.  It is only
by slowing down and listing to the still small voice
whispering in the background of all the noise of this
world that we will hear those words of life.”

Kimberly Dearman, Ascension/Hattiesburg:
“Your approach to Lent is individualistic, do what fits
you best.  It doesn’t take much time to prepare for
Lent, just focus and desire.”
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It has been my honor and privilege
for 23 years to be the first lay, female ad-
ministrator for the Diocese of Mississippi.
Now I must say that I am overwhelmed
by the gratitude and care you have ex-

pressed for me and this ministry.  Thank you for embracing my
family who have walked this path with me.  At the closing Eu-
charist, the liturgy of Leave Taking was so meaningful, but I
was overwhelmed when Bishop Seage granted me the title of
permanent Honorary Canon.

Thank you so much for allowing me to serve you for the
last twenty-three years. I love this Diocese and I love this
Church. I am excited about my next adventure which will in-
clude more family time and travels.

Thank you.
Faithfully,
Kathryn

A letter from 
Kathryn Weathersby McCormick



March 2016 The Mississippi Episcopalian                            3

January 1, 2016 —  Happy
New Year! In the morning, I
drove to Gray Center to pick up
Katie from Winter Solstice. I
spent the rest of the day relaxing
and watching college football.

January 2, 2016 — In the
morning, I attended a meeting
for the Uganda mission trip at
Chapel of the Cross in Madison. In the afternoon,
I spent time with errands and clean-up around the
house.

January 3, 2016 — In the morning, I
preached and presided at St. Andrew’s Cathedral
for the annual Recovery Day service and recogni-
tion. Members of the Episcopal recovery program
joined me for the Christian education offering.
After church, I relaxed at home watching football.
In the afternoon, I drove to Crystal Springs for an
afternoon visitation at Trinity. At the service, I con-
firmed six people. Following the service, I enjoyed
a dinner and reception at the home of parish-
ioners. 

January 4, 2016 — Morning workout. Sab-
bath day.

January 5, 2016 — In the morning, I at-
tended the first staff meeting of the new year. It’s
nice to catch up with my co-workers. After staff
meeting, I met with the Canons and Canon-Elect.
After meeting with the Canons, I met with Peggy
Jones who brought me the stacks of mail that
needed attention! Later, I finished work on my
journal. I left the office a little early in order to
pick up Katie and Betsy from school.

January 6, 2016 — Early morning workout.
After workout, I drove to Gray Center to meet with
the Presbyters Discernment Committee. Members
of this committee began work on Monday night
with aspirants for Holy Orders and their spouses. I
value their commitment and insight. We spent the
entire morning in discussion. We finished our
meetings around 1:00 and enjoyed a late lunch. I
am thankful for the members of the committee. I
am also grateful for the aspirants who were willing
to discern a call to serve Christ. In the afternoon, I
caught up on emails and correspondence.

January 7, 2016 — I spent the day at home
working on my address for council. I worked
nearly all day and made tremendous strides.

January 8, 2016 — Early morning workout.
In the morning, I caught up on phone calls. I
spent most of the afternoon working on details for

my council address and
sermon.

January 9, 2016 —
In the afternoon, we left
for Sewanee. The Univer-
sity will award me an
honorary degree on Monday at the opening Con-
vocation. We arrived late at night and settled into
the Sewanee Inn. It was cold outside!

January 10, 2016 — We awoke to a beauti-
ful dusting of snow. In the morning, we attended
services at Otey Parish. At church, we ran into Mis-
sissippi seminarian Holly Burris. In the evening,
we attended a reception at the home of the Rev.
Annwyn and Dixon Myers. Following the recep-
tion, we dined at a banquet held at Founders Hall.
Katie, Betsy and I were blown away by the formal-
ity and tradition of the event! Also in attendance
were my mother and father-in-law, as well as, the
Very Rev. Bruce McMillan. I really appreciated see-
ing some familiar faces in attendance!

January 11, 2016 — After a light breakfast,
we attended the Opening Convocation of the Uni-
versity. Again — I was blown away by the tradi-
tions and attention to details. The degree was
conferred in Latin! The citation written for me
quoted Ripple by the Grateful Dead. Following the
service, the father of one of the undergraduates
gave me the Jerry Garcia tie he was wearing! We
left for home shortly after lunch. While driving
home, I received word that the Rev. Gene Bennett
had passed away. Rest in peace.

January 12, 2016 — Staff meeting in the
morning followed by meetings with the canons,
canon-elect, development director and assistant.
In the afternoon, I met with the Rev. William
Ndishabandi. After meeting with William, I met
with the Very Rev. Billie Abraham. In keeping with
family custom, I left the office a little early in order
to pick up Katie and Betsy from school. In the
evening, I attended a special workout with some
swimmers trying to get a regular evening workout
together.

January 13, 2016 — In the morning I met
with leadership from one of our parishes. Later in
the morning, I met with the Rev. Deacon Bill
Hanna for his annual consultation. Over lunch and
into the afternoon, the Deacon’s Council and I
met. Last meeting of the day was with the Rev.
Janet Ott.

January 14, 2016 — Today I met from
morning into the afternoon with aspirants for

Holy Orders. The Rev. Melanie Lemburg joined
me helping synthesize the information shared with
these men and women in discernment. It was an
exhausting day. We finished in the late afternoon.

January 15, 2016 — In the morning, I kept
a phone appointment with the Rev. Scott Lenoir,
editor of the Mississippi Episcopalian. Later in the
morning, I met with Canon-Elect Ponder and then
Mrs. Whitney Robinson our new director of youth
ministry. In the afternoon, Melanie joined me as
we continued meeting with aspirants. Again, it was
an exhausting process. In the afternoon, I at-
tended a celebration for one of our ordinands.

January 16, 2016 — In the morning, six
faithful Christians were ordained to the Sacred
Order of Priests. It was a beautiful and wonderful
service. I am humbled and honored to be part of
this holy moment in the life of the church. I am so
grateful for all the efforts of our cathedral and her
staff.

January 17, 2016 — After a busy week, I’m
really pleased that my only visitation is in the after-
noon! After sleeping late, I took the girls out for
breakfast. In the afternoon, I drove to Columbus
for a visitation at the Church of the Good Shep-
herd. At the service, we confirmed six. It was a
great visit! 

January 18, 2016 — Morning workout. Sab-
bath day.

January 19, 2016 — I met with staff in the
morning. At lunch time, I met with the canons and
our chancellor, Granville Tate. I spent the after-
noon getting ready for Wednesday's meeting with
our Fresh Start participants. In keeping with our
Tuesday “tradition,” I left the office early to pick
up Katie and Betsy from school.

January 20, 2016 — Early morning work-
out. In the office, I met with Canon-Elect Ponder
and the Rev. Gates Elliot, director of development.
After the meeting, I walked to the cathedral for the
meeting with our Fresh Start participants. The
meeting ended in time for me to return to my of-
fice for a meeting with Canon Johnson and lay
leadership within the church. I left the office after
a pastoral visit with one of our priests and his
 fiancé. 

Shortly after returning home, I received word
from my sister that our father appeared to have
slipped into a coma. The nurse suspected it was a
pulmonary embolism due to breaking his arm on
Monday.

January 21, 2016 — I kept a morning ap-
pointment in the office. Later in the morning, my
sister called to tell me that dad’s condition was
confirmed and diagnosed as unrecoverable. With
horrible weather in the area, I managed to catch a
late afternoon flight for Los Angeles. I arrived
around 11:30 pm and finally got to dad’s nursing
home around 1:00 am. I was blessed to have quiet
time with him during that late night/early morning
visit.

January 22, 2016 — After a couple hours of
sleep, I went to see my mother. Less than 10 min-
utes after walking in, we received word that dad
had just died. Depart O Christian Soul …

January 23, 2016 — Funeral planning.
January 24, 2016 — I went to church with

my mom. Kyle and the girls arrived later in the
evening.

January 25, 2016 — Spent the day with fam-
ily.

January 26, 2016 — We had Dad’s funeral
around mid-day with the Rt. Rev. Jon Bruno,

bishop of Los Angeles officiating. We were sur-
rounded by family and old friends.

January 27, 2016 — After a slow morning,
Kyle, Katie, Betsy and I left for the airport. Before
returning the rental car, we stopped for In ‘n’ Out
Burgers. On the plane, I finished my council ad-
dress and emailed it to Peggy during the lay over
in Dallas. All flights were on time and we arrived
in Jackson around 11:00 pm.

January 28, 2016 — In the morning, I at-
tended the Mississippi State Legislators Prayer
Breakfast at First Baptist in Jackson. I spent the
rest of the day trying to get caught up and ready
for council.

January 29, 2016 — Morning workout. I set
out for the Coast mid-morning and checked into
my hotel mid-afternoon. After several meetings
with staff and council hosts, I officiated an Order
for Worship in the evening. Following worship, I
delivered my council address. After the first busi-
ness session I skipped dinner, returned to my
room and slept. I was tired.

January 30, 2016 — I thought the first full
day of council went really well. I was really
pleased with the quality of the reports and the
passion behind them. The resolution about my
  father was beautiful. I’ve been touched by the out-
pouring of sympathy and concern. 

I attended the reception at the Maritime Mu-
seum before getting a late dinner at Mary Ma-
honey’s with Kyle. 

January 31, 2016 — Our closing service is
always wonderful. This service was uniquely spe-
cial given the leave-taking and conferring of and
honorary title on Kathryn McCormick. Her min-
istry was a blessing to all of us. She left us with a
wonderful legacy. Another special feature of this
service was the celebration of the ministry of our
new staff including Canon Brian Ponder; Director
of Development, Gates Elliott; and Director of
Youth Ministry, Whitney Robinson. 

I’m so grateful for all the efforts of our Coast
Convocation! Well done! 

February 1, 2016 — Early morning work-
out. Sabbath day.

February 2, 2016 — Morning workout. In
spite of the office being closed, I spent the morn-
ing at work catching up on phone calls and emails.
I wrapped up at lunch-time after working on plans
for the upcoming Leadership Summit. 

February 3, 2016 — Morning workout. In
the office, I met with Peggy Jones to discuss my
schedule for the next couple weeks. Later in the
morning, I met with Canon Johnson and Canon
Ponder.  In the afternoon, I met with a priest who
is hoping to relocate to Mississippi in April. I fin-
ished the day after a meeting with the clergy and
wardens from a local parish.

February 4, 2016 — I started the day by at-
tending chapel at St. Andrew’s Upper school
where my daughter, Katie, delivered a homily!
Upon returning to the office, I met with an aspi-
rant for Holy Orders. In the afternoon, I met with
another aspirant for Holy Orders from the same
church! In the evening, Kyle and I enjoyed supper
and New Stage with friends.

February 5, 2016 — Early morning work-
out. I worked from home making phone calls
while preparing for my Sunday visitation.

Truckin’

Bishop Brian Seage

ORDINARY CONCERNS

Truckin’
Continued on page 4
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MEN AT WORK!

February 6, 2016 — It was an unbelievably quiet Saturday at home. I left
in the evening for my Sunday visit at St. Paul’s in Columbus.

February 7, 2016 — I had a great rest in a B & B in Columbus. At St.
Paul’s, I preached and presided at 2 services. At the 10:30 service, I confirmed
four. After church, I enjoyed a reception in the parish hall. I’m really pleased
with the creative ways that this parish is reaching out and evangelizing! After
driving home, I enjoyed watching the Super Bowl at home with Kyle, Katie, and
Betsy. I especially enjoyed watching Denver win the game!

February 8, 2016 — Morning commitments made it impossible for me to
swim with the morning workout. After dropping the girls at school, I went to
Gray Center for breakfast with the Post Ordination Consultation. After break-
fast, we said Morning Prayer and had discussion time. I enjoyed hearing about
the first celebration of the Holy Eucharist by these newly ordained priests.

February 9, 2016 — Started the day with staff meetings, first the all-staff
gathering followed by time with Canon Johnson. I left in the early afternoon
and worked from home.

February 10, 2016 — Early morning workout. After workout, I went to
Saint Andrew’s Lower School for my annual Ash Wednesday visit. After the serv-
ice and a quick breakfast, I went to the office for appointments and phone calls.
In the afternoon, I left for St. Matthew’s, Forest. In Forest, we worshipped with
the First United Methodist Church for the 2nd year in a row. It was a great serv-
ice with over 200 in attendance. After the service, we enjoyed a pot luck sup-
per.

February 11, 2016 — After taking the girls to school, I went to the office
for morning meetings. Over lunch, I met with the Rev. Elizabeth Wheatley-Jones
for annual consultation. In the afternoon, I met with the Rev. Walton Jones
over the phone. After speaking with Walton, I met with representatives from a
recovery ministry in Jackson. Before leaving, I met with Canon Johnson and
two lay leaders in the diocese.

February 12, 2016 — Early morning workout. After checking in at the of-
fice, I went to Hinds County Health Department for travel immunizations. I re-
ceived six shots in preparation for my trip to Uganda. After lunch, I met with
Canon Ponder regarding the presiding bishop’s visit.

February 13, 2016 — I slept past 6:00 for the first time in weeks. 
February 14, 2016 — Visitation at St. Alban’s in Vicksburg. Before

church, I met with members of the adult Sunday school class. At the service, I
confirmed seven, baptized three, and reaffirmed five, following the service we
enjoyed a pot luck lunch. After meeting with St. Alban’s vestry, the Rev. Billie
Abraham and I drove to St. Mary’s in Bolton. At St. Mary’s we celebrated the Eu-
charist and enjoyed fellowship and music. I returned home in the evening for
Valentine’s Day celebrations with Kyle, Katie, and Betsy.

Truckin’
Continued from page 3

The men’s club at St. Columb’s/Ridgeland had a work day recently to build tables for Sunnybrook Children’s Home.  The men did the project at parishioner Robert Mahaffey’s shop.

During their three-day meeting, the members of council
will, among other actions, amend the 2016 annual budget to
account for changes in revenue and expense forecasts since
General Convention passed the 2016-2018 triennial budget
in July. Treasurer N. Kurt Barnes walked the council through
the preliminary results of the 2013-2015 triennium, giving
them both good news and warnings, as he put it.

What Barnes called a “calculated budgetary surplus” of
$8.5 million in the 2013-2015 triennium was already antici-
pated by council, which allocated it mainly to cover loans to
dioceses  and to its Economic Justice Loan Fund.

“There are calls all the time on our checking account
and short-term investment account,” Barnes noted. He urged
council to “be conscious as to what our assets are” when they
are considering such “admirable requests.”

He also called for caution in terms of drawing from the
church’s investment income. That income in 2015 declined
by 1 percent and Barnes said the decline prompted him to
warn council about continuing its recent pattern of drawing
more from investment income than its normal 5 percent. The
2016-2018 budget is based in part on an effective 5.75 per-
cent draw on investment income.

He said the council’s own investment committee thinks
additional draws are “less than prudent and not sustainable
over the long term.” Barnes urged council to remember the
need “to preserve the future purchasing power of the trust
funds.”

At the end of the opening plenary, council members
moved into an executive session to receive “confidential
briefings on personnel matters and media interactions,” ac-
cording to the motion made by Jennings. On a previous ver-
sion of the council’s draft agenda an item called “interacting
with Press” was listed on the open portion of the agenda. The
issue was moved into executive session without explanation.

Curry recently updated the church about the independ-
ent investigation he called for after placing three members of
senior management on administrative leave in December. He
made that decision while he was still in the hospital. Council
last met in mid-November.

Curry had praised the churchwide staff during his open-
ing remarks. “This has been a tough time for them as well as

for all who have been involved,” he said, adding that the
council would discuss the situation in executive session.

“While the staff and I are really just getting to know each
other, I’m not simply impressed – I’ve been moved by them.
These guys, they love our Lord, they love this church, they
work hard. They’ve taken some body blows but they have
kept on working,” he told the council. “You probably knew
this already, but we have a remarkable group of people we
call the staff of the Episcopal Church and I just look forward
to nine years with them.” The council then stood to applaud
the staff.

Jennings echoed Curry on that score during her open-
ing remarks, commending staffers “for the grace and forbear-
ance you have shown during the ongoing investigation into
matters that led to three staff members being placed on ad-
ministrative leave.”

“I’ve been fortunate enough to be with staff at several
meetings recently, and I am grateful for the considerate ways
that you are working with each other and with volunteer
leaders in the church to advance our common mission.
Thank you for standing on the threshold with such courage.”

Council members spent the afternoon in committee
meetings. The members will return to plenary on the morn-
ing of Feb. 27 before heading back into committees. On Feb.
28 those committees will each report to the full body, pro-
posing resolutions for the full body to consider.

The Executive Council carries out the programs and
policies adopted by the General Convention, according to
Canon I.4 (1). The council is composed of 38 members, 20 of
whom (four bishops, four priests or deacons and 12 lay peo-
ple) are elected by General Convention and 18 (one clergy
and one lay) by the nine provincial synods for six-year terms
– plus the presiding bishop and the president of the House of
Deputies. In addition, the vice president of the House of
Deputies, secretary, chief operating officer, treasurer and
chief financial officer have seat and voice but no vote.

The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg is an editor and reporter
for the Episcopal News Service.

Presiding Bishop
Continued from page 1

Facebook/Photos
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MEETINGS

By Pamela Napier

The Order of the Daughters of the King,
Diocese of Mississippi, will hold its Spring Re-
treat May 6-7, 2016, at the Gray Center. 

Our recently-installed Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Mississippi, Brian Seage, is scheduled
to meet with us for our Friday night session
and will lead a Eucharist as part of our first
day activities. We are honored to have the
bishop find time in his schedule to meet with
us. It also is important that we have a good
representation for the weekend and for his
visit.

The Rev. Deacon Josie Williams, St. Alban’s/Bovina, will present the Saturday morning program.
The meeting will conclude shortly after Saturday lunch.  

Watch for updates and save the date for the spring retreat.
Additional information will be sent in the near future through our various means of communica-

tion — email, The Mustard Seed, and even word-of-mouth.

Pamela Napier is the president of the diocesan Daughters of the King.

[MSE]  The Annual Diocesan Altar Guild meeting will take place April 29-30 at St. Alban’s/Bovina.
The cost of the meeting is $25.00 and registrations should mailed to Ann Tompkins, 5930 Warrior’s
Trail, Vicksburg, MS 39180.

The registration fee includes a continental breakfast and luncheon.  There will be a wine and
cheese reception on Friday night for board members and early arrivals.    Checks should be made
payable to St. Alban’s Altar Guild.  The Holiday Inn Express in Vicksburg, 4330 South Frontage Rd, has a
block of rooms set aside for those who wish to spend the night.  Rooms are reserved under “Mississippi
Altar Guild” and are $102.00 a night until April 25th.  Call 601-634-8777 to reserve a room. 

Breakfast Saturday morning will be at 9:00 and Bishop Seage will be present to give a presentation
at 10:00 a.m.   Workshops will follow at 11:00 a.m., with lunch at noon, and Holy Eucharist at 1:00 p.m. 

For more information, contact Harvey Smith by email: hws1@att.net or call 601.331.0373.

Annual Diocesan Altar Guild
meeting scheduled in April

DOK Spring Retreat scheduled

Legos for Lent was a hit for these children at St. Columb's/Ridgeland. Facebook/Photo

Kids love Camp Bratton-Green. All registrations and applications can be found on the website:
www.graycenter.org. If you need assistance, please call Jason Ezell in the office at 601-859-1556.

A date to remember: 
Tuesday, April 5, 2016

Deadline for the April issue of The Mississippi Episcopalian
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PEOPLE

The communicants of Redeemer/Greenville surprised Fr. David Langdon during coffee hour after a
Sunday service by celebrating his birthday. Fr. Langdon was serenaded with the birthday song and
given a carry-all from the congregation, which was presented by Doris Strange. As a priest who travels
across the Mississippi Delta, Fr. Langdon now has case that can be easily found if misplaced: It is
monogrammed with his name. “With long life will I satisfy you and show you my salvation.” 

By Scott Lenoir

Ocean Springs high senior and St. John’s communicant,
Amanda Kilduff, was awarded the state Wendy’s High School
Heisman trophy in a ceremony at the Mississippi Sports Hall
of Fame and Museum in Jackson on February 24th.   Accord-
ing to Wendy’s High School Heisman website, the program
“recognizes outstanding students across the country for their
athletic prowess, academic achievement and leadership within
their community.” 

“The application process is rigorous and it included six
essays,” said Kilduff, who has achieved high honors for being a
star player on the Ocean Springs High School Varsity Tennis
Team. She helped lead the team to 3 individual state titles in-
cluding 2 girls doubles and 1 mixed doubles. Ocean Springs
has won the state championship for six years.  Amanda has
been playing tennis for about 10 years.  She is a four-year cap-
tain of the varsity tennis team. 

“We haven’t confirmed it for sure,” Amanda said, “but we think this is the first time a tennis player
has received the award.”

Eligibility for the High School Heisman begins with maintaining a GPA of 3.0 (B average) or better.
Amanda’s GPA over her high school career stands at a stunning 4.8.  

Applicants also need to be proven leaders and role models within their school and community.
Amanda also organized and participated in a walk to bring awareness to human trafficking. She called
the event Walk to Freedom.  “Not a lot of people know about human trafficking, and I wanted to bring
it to people’s attention.  It was not a fund raiser, even though people donated some money; it was more
for awareness.”  Amanda also is a homeless shelter volunteer.

“My favorite service work is a weekly bible study I founded at St. John’s four years ago,”  said
Amanda. “The group has a number of girls, but 3 or 4 boys show up on a regular basis too.  It is open to
both boys and girls, though.” 

Not listed in her accomplishments, but noted by all those who know her, is Amanda’s talent on the
flute, which she plays beautifully not only for concerts at school, but also during church preludes. 

As for the future, Amanda will enroll at Samford University in Birmingham this fall and plans to
major in nursing with a minor in mission work. “I want to practice nursing in the mission field,” said
Amanda.  Her vocation literally could take her anywhere on the planet. 

When asked what she would like for people to know about winning the award, Amanda said, “I
pray that this award will not just bring attention to me, but to God, who I hope is in everything I do.” 

Scott Lenoir is the editor of the Mississippi Episcopalian.

The Coast Episcopal School Choir continues to travel to parishes to sing during services.  The choir is
pictured singing at Trinity/Pass Christian.

Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame/Photos

High School senior Amanda Kilduff was awarded the 2015
Wendy’s High School Heisman trophy last month in Jackson. 

Denise Green/Photo

St. John’s/Ocean Springs senior wins state Wendy’s Heisman

Whitney Miller/Photo
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By Grae Dickson

As we move further into 2016, Gray Center is providing multiple opportunities for our diocesan
congregation to be involved, transformed and refreshed. It is our goal to provide programming for all
age groups and to be an integral part of “Being One Church in Mission”. Through the participation of
our diocese, we can continue to offer new and exciting initiatives for all.

On April 2nd, 2016, Gray Center will host our first Crawdown, Crawfish Boil and Drawdown at
Camp Bratton-Green. This will be a recreational fundraiser utilizing the beauty of our summer camp as
a venue. Traditional camp activities, such as boating, hiking and swimming (if weather permits), will be
offered as well as live music and delicious crawfish prepared by the Holy Smokers of St. Andrew’s
Cathedral. The crawfish boil and drawdown will take place from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM and will be a
chance to come enjoy time with friends from across the state. For tickets or more information, please
visit our website at www.graycenter.org. 

April 22-24, 2016, Gray Center will host a Contemplative Prayer Retreat focused on The Cloud of
Unknowing. The keynote for this conference is Father William Meninger, a Trappist monk and retreat
master at St. Josephs Abbey in Spencer, Massachusetts. Father Meninger shares his teachings from the
14th century book, The Cloud of Unknowing, which presents contemplative meditation as a teachable,
spiritual process enabling the ordinary person to enter and receive a direct experience of union with
God. Registration is available at www.graycenter.org or for more information contact Kris Mink at kris-
mink3@gmail.com.

June 24 -26, 2016, Gray Center will host our first Episcopal Churchmen of Mississippi Annual Con-
ference. Historically, our men’s groups have gathered together within their church walls to discuss mat-
ters of our church. The intention is to create a lasting tradition of worship and fellowship for our
diocese by offering a chance to expand this community throughout the state. The keynote speakers will
be Dr. Greg Garrett, a writer, professor, preacher, retreat leader and musician based in Austin, Texas,
and the Rt. Rev. Brian Seage. Registration and more information are available at the Gray Center web-
site.

Programming for our diocese is our focus at Gray Center and we are excited to offer these new op-
portunities. Presiding Bishop Curry reminds us, “This is the Jesus Movement, and we are The Episcopal
Church, the Episcopal branch of Jesus’ movement in this world.” By gathering and furthering our expe-
riences together, we can renew lives and deepen our walk with Christ, which enables service in the
world. For more information about any of the programs offered at Gray Center, please contact our
 program director, Jason Ezell, at ezell@graycenter.org.

Grae Dickson is the executive director of the Gray Center. 

GRAY CENTER NEWS

By Jason Ezell

The summer is rapidly approaching, and summer camp sessions
are filling up. Have you registered your child, your grandchild, your
niece, your nephew, or a deserving child from your congregation,
neighborhood, or community?

Summer camp exists for enjoyment, renewal, and fellowship in an intentional
Christian community. All are welcome! For nearly 70 years Camp Bratton-Green has served generations
of people from Mississippi and beyond at our current site on Rose Hill Lake. The summer camping min-
istry is alive, well, and thriving!

We invite you to participate in the summer camping ministry through service, donation, and
prayer. Opportunities exist for everyone to be involved. We need adult staff volunteers, volunteer cabin
counselors, paid medical staff (RN+), and of course campers! There are opportunities to support our
scholarship fund, The Damascus Endowment for Special Sessions, or make donations to any of our pro-
grams or program areas. 

New for 2016: Camp Bratton-Green On the Road – DAY CAMP. This summer we are launching Day
Camp opportunities for those youth in grades 1-5. St. Philip’s in Jackson and St. Peter’s by-the-Sea in
Gulfport have agreed to be the host sites for 2016. We thank them for their generosity in helping spread
summer camp. We also thank those other Episcopal churches on the Gulf Coast and the Jackson area
that will help and support the day camps in both locations this summer. Registration will open online in
early April!

All registrations and applications can be found on our website: www.graycenter.org. If you need
assistance, please call us in the office at 601-859-1556. We look forward to speaking with you!

Jason Ezell is the program director at Gray Center.

Camp Bratton-Green is a place for smiles and fun!

Upcoming opportunities at Gray Center CBG sessions filling up! Register today! 

CBG/Photo
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OUTREACH

By Judy Barnes

It looks like a typical church rummage sale, but everything is free. The idea is, “If you haven’t worn
it, played with it or used it in a year, put it back in circulation to benefit someone else.” 

The event happens Saturday, April 2, from 8:30am until noon, at St. Alexis Episcopal Church in
downtown Jackson.  Members and others are invited to donate clean, gently used clothes, baby and
sports gear, toys, books, small appliances, household and decorative items, linens, etc. Anything left at
the end of the day is donated to a local shelter’s thrift store.

Other area Episcopal churches are invited to participate. It is a lot of fun to just give stuff away.
There is no pricing, no collecting money, just welcoming shoppers and meeting new people. Donations
may be dropped off at St. Alexis after 5pm on Friday, April 1, and the morning of the event. Volunteers
are needed for both days. For more information, call or email Judy Barnes at 601.668.9319, Ju-
JuBeeMS@gmail.com.

Judy Barnes is on the mission committee at St. Alexis/Jackson. 

Annual Circulation Day 
scheduled at St. Alexis

George Jackson (St. John’s/Laurel) 
sits on the porch with Dr. Addie Henderson
(St. Paul’s/Columbus).  George holds the
newest generation who benefits from the 
effort of the Diocese of Mississippi and the
Diocese of Honduras.

The 2016 Honduras Medical
Mission team poses in the
San Joaquin town square.
This years’ mission was
sponsored by St. Andrew’s
Cathedral/Jackson. 

By the numbers: 2016 Honduras Medical Mission final report

Compiled by team leader Deborah Monsour Sebrell

San Joaquin 2016

Medical Clinic Families  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1102
Medical Clinic Patients  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2764
Prescriptions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24134

Dental Surgery Patients  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .460
Extractions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1125
Instruments Cleaned . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2570
Sealant Patients  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .266
Sealants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1235
Cleanings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .132

Eye Clinic Patients  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .488
Prescription Glasses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .366
Readers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .432
Total Glasses Dispensed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .798

Veterinary Clinic Horses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .444
Veterinary Clinic Cattle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .361
Veterinary Clinic Dogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .327
Veterinary Clinic Pigs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Veterinary Clinic Cats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Veterinary Clinic Animals Seen  . . . . . . . . . . .1162

Clergy - Morning Worship-Prayer/Compline . . . .4
Clergy - Evening Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Clergy - Eucharists  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Clergy - House Calls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Clergy - Total Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

The infamous Trinity/Hattiesburg Merry Marthas have been lovingly preparing lunches for about 30
years. There are an estimated 15 Merry Marthas at Trinity. To earn an apron you must love to cook
and work real hard. All funds are used for community outreach projects. Fellowship is the main event
when they are together!  So far this Lent about 64 meals have been served each week, plus there are
take out meals served also. Jeanie Munn/Photo
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By Janet C. Nail

And what can be more nourishing for a child than a
mother reading to him or her?  It starts a fire that continues
to burn—I read to my brothers, to my children, to my grand-
children.  And my profession means I still read to children
and enjoy their pleasure!

But sometimes mothers are not able to read to their
children.  In this time especially, we have a large population
of mothers (and grandmothers) who are incarcerated, sepa-
rated from the children they love, unable to share this most
valuable time of bonding.

The Storybook Project is a way of overcoming this sepa-
ration.  Volunteers take books to mothers in prison and
record them reading the story aloud; then the recording and
the book are sent to the child.  In this way a child can always
have a mother’s voice around her/him. The people of Story-
book Project take care to choose the best books for these
mothers and children.

Matt de la Pena, Last Stop On Market Street (Putnam, 2015).  CJ is leav-
ing church with his Nana just as the rain starts.  He wonders why they have to
stand in the rain to wait for a bus, but Nana wisely assures him that the trees
need water.  “Don’t you see that big one drinking through a straw?”  Each time
he complains about the inconveniences they suffer on this street (obviously in
a low-income neighborhood), Nana points out the blessings and beauty
around them—the friendly people, the shared community, and the gifts they
offer one another.  When they arrive at the community kitchen, he looks at the
familiar faces in the windows, the street where his Nana sees so much beauty,
and he announces, “I’m glad we came.”  This is the Newbery award winner
this year.

Carmen Agra Deedy, in collaboration with Wilson Kimeli Naiyomah.  14
Cows For America (Peachtree, 2009).  Wilson Kimeli Naiyomah is a Maasai stu-
dent who comes home to visit his family.  The children of the village ask if he
brought any stories.  “Yes,” he replies, “one story that burns in my heart.”  As everyone gathers under

the acacia tree, he tells them of violence, of tall buildings brought down, of fires so hot they melt iron,
of over three thousand people who lost their lives.  Silence.  Then an elder speaks; what can they do for
these poor people?

To the Maasai, the cow is life.  Kimeli offers his only cow, and he asks for their blessing.  They
gladly give it, but they want to offer more.  They send word to the United States Embassy in Nairobi,
and the embassy sends a diplomat, who thinks he will meet with the elders.  Instead he is greeted by
the entire village in a sacred ceremony.  After song, dance, feasting and speeches, the village presents
fourteen cows for the people of America because there is no nation so powerful it cannot be wounded
nor a people so small they cannot offer mighty comfort.

This is a gentle story of great kindness from people who have little, but who have great compas-
sion for the people of America after the events of  9/11.  

Patricia Polacco, Chicken Sunday (Philomel Books, 1992).  Patricia and her two brothers-in-blood
(through a solemn ceremony in their backyard one summer) really want to buy an Easter hat for Miss
Eula, the boys’ grandmother.  But their funds are really low, about seventy-five cents, and their attempt
to talk to Mr. Kodinski, the milliner, was disastrous.  Patricia has a fabulous idea: pysanki, the Ukrainian
eggs her own grandmother once made.  

Their beautiful eggs win Mr. Kodinski’s heart and the upshot is that they earn the hat for Miss Eula,
who stands in church and sings in a voice “like slow thunder and sweet rain.”

If you would like to brighten a child’s life, choose one of these books or
choose all of them.  Buy the books and send them to the Rev. Beth Foose,
Grace Episcopal Church, P.O Box 252, 161 E. Peace St., Canton MS 39086,
or send the money so the Storybook Project can buy them.  A donation for
postage costs would not come amiss, either!

Children need books.  They deserve books, and they deserve a chance
to hear their mothers read to them.  Be a part of this, and if you want sugges-
tions for other books, my e-mail address is still
grandmastruck1994@yahoo.com.

“Richer than I you can never be
I had a mother who read to me”

The Season of Lent - A Season of Giving
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

The first Sunday in Lent was Episcopal Relief & Development
Sunday.  In the scripture designated for that Sunday, we heard about
Jesus’ time spent in the wilderness being tempted by the devil. 

Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, and denial, which many of us
try to incorporate into personal goals such as giving up eating
sweets, drinking less coffee or, heaven forbid, wine!  Maybe some of
you are trying to run or walk an extra mile or two.  Perhaps you are
taking on a new ministry or reading a new meditation book.  All of this can be transforming physically, mentally, and/or spiritually.  

Another way to become closer to Christ is to reach out to those who are without life’s basic needs.  In 2015, according to the
World Water Council, 1.1 billion people were without clean drinking water.  The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization es-
timates that 795 million people worldwide still do not have enough food to live a healthy life.  Approximately 30 million children are
not immunized.  A child dies every 30 seconds from malaria.  

Let’s remember how our Lord struggled during those forty days and forty nights as he was tempted by the devil but worshiped
only the Lord and served only Him.  We serve Him by serving others.

Please donate to one of the many programs that help over three million people in 40 countries who can be transformed by God’s
love through our generosity.

Let us all be aware of the many blessings that have been bestowed upon us and transformed us through God’s grace.  We put away
the alleluias during the Lenten Season, but when the dawn of Easter Day arrives, let us rejoice and once again shout, “Alleluia” but not
without sharing that “Alleluia,” with others with His love and through the healing help of Episcopal Relief & Development.  

Your sister in Christ,
The Rev. Deacon Cathy Halford
Episcopal Relief & Development Diocesan Rep

Episcopal 
Relief & Development
Healing a hurting world
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EVENTS

By Jessica Nelson

Now celebrating its 41st year, The Mississippi Conference on Church Music and
Liturgy has long provided outstanding continuing education and spiritual renewal for
church musicians and clergy. Conceived originally as a choir retreat for St. Philip’s,
Jackson, the conference has grown to be one of the Diocese of Mississippi’s signature
events, showcasing faculty who are nationally recognized as leaders in their fields and
drawing participants from all over the country. Conference participants gather for 6
days at Gray Center every summer to pray, learn, and make music together, cultivating valuable skills to
better equip them to serve in parish ministry.

The 2016 faculty includes Dr. David Cherwien, prolific composer, author, and cantor of Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church in Minneapolis; Dr. Jeff McLelland, a native Mississippian who currently serves Inde-
pendent Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, and is also a sought-after composer, clinician, and organ
recitalist; and the Rt. Rev. Joe Burnett, another native Mississippian who has served the Episcopal
Church as bishop of Nebraska, assistant bishop of Maryland, faculty of the School of Theology at the
University of the South, and in numerous other capacities. 

Each year, the conference faculty and staff gather in January to develop a theme around which the
conference liturgies and offerings are anchored. The 2016 theme is “A Common Story, a Shared Jour-
ney, and a Sacred Meal: Maintaining Liturgical Integrity in a Time of Crisis and Transition.” Bishop Bur-
nett writes, “The 1979 Book of Common Prayer encountered stiff resistance and reaction when first

introduced in the 1970’s.  Was it the modernized language?  New forms of prayer?
Greater varieties of liturgies for various occasions?  Or was it something much deeper?
During this conference we will explore how this ‘new’ Prayer Book, as so many still call
it, has an organic and deeply-rooted logic which is immersed in scripture, governed by
a shared journey, centered in the Paschal mystery, and nourished in the Eucharist.
This reality has reshaped the church and its members in myriad ways for ministry and
mission.  As we enter an era of potential Prayer Book revision, and in the midst of un-
precedented challenge and change in the world around us, we as liturgists and musi-

cians will do well to re-engage and re-discover these bedrock fundamentals of our common life and
worship.”

In addition to daily services, conference participants will prepare for two major liturgies: a Thurs-
day Evensong at St. Philip’s, Jackson, and a Sunday Festival Eucharist at St. Andrew’s Cathedral. 

The Mississippi Conference on Church Music and Liturgy is July 19-24, 2016.  Information about
registration, accommodations, Clergy Day, and other details can be found at 
www.MississippiConference.org/2016 and facebook.com/MississippiConference.

Jessica Nelson, M.T.S., C.A.G.O, is the director of the Mississippi Conference on Church Music and
Liturgy and organist/choirmaster at All Saints’, Tupelo. Jessica serves on the diocesan music and
liturgy committee as well as the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music. 

Music and liturgy conference schedule for 
July 19-24 at Gray Center

Caught in the act: Bishop Seage making a lasting memory with a young
Episcopalian at Annual Council.  

Got Vergers?  The 189th Annual Council did for sure.  Many thanks to our liturgical guides for their service.

Where would we be without our devoted young acolytes?  Thank you to all the young people who helped with liturgy at
the 189th Annual Council.Jeanie Munn/Photos
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EVENTS
 DIOCESAN CALENDAR
MARCH 2016
• 8: Fresh Start — Trinity, Hattiesburg — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
• 8: Bishop Seage visits Canterbury: University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg —

6:30 p.m.
• 9-16: Bishop Seage attends House of Bishops, Camp Allen, Texas
• 10: Fresh Start — All Saints’, Grenada — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
• 11-13: Jr. High DOY — Camp Bratton-Green
• 17: Bishop Seage visits St. Patrick’s, Long Beach — 6:00 p.m.
• 18: Bishop Seage visits Coast Episcopal School — 8:00 a.m.
• 20: The Sunday of the Passion: PALM SUNDAY
• 23: Mississippi Episcopal AIDS Committee Meeting — Allin House — 

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
• 24: MAUNDY THURSDAY
• 25: Allin House closed for GOOD FRIDAY
• 26: HOLY SATURDAY

Bishop Seage visits St. Philip’s, Jackson — 6:00 p.m.
• 27: The Sunday of the Resurrection: EASTER DAY
• 28: Allin House closed for Easter Monday
• 31: Executive Committee Meeting — St. Andrew’s Cathedral — 11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

APRIL 2016
• 1-3: A. C. Marble School, Gray Center
• 2-14: Mission Trip to Uganda
• 2: Cursillo #130 Staff Training
• 5: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian, 12:00 p.m.
• 8-9: ECW Spring Conference — Gray Center
• 16: Cursillo #130 Staff Training
• 17: Bishop Seage visits Christ Church, Vicksburg — 10:00 a.m.

Bishop Seage visits St. Christopher’s, Jackson — 4:00 p.m.
• 17-19:Presbyter POC — Gray Center
• 19: Deacons’ Council Meeting — Allin House — 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.
• 20: Bishop Seage visits St. Alexis’, Jackson — 6:30 p.m.
• 21: Bishop Seage attends FEMA Graduation — All Saints’ School, Vicksburg
• 21-23:Deacons’ Retreat — Gray Center
• 22-24:Godly Play Training — Nativity, Greenwood

Contemplative Prayer & the Cloud of Unknowing, Gray Center
• 24: Bishop Seage visits St. Peter’s, Oxford — 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

Bishop Seage visits Canterbury: University of Mississippi — 4:30 p.m.
Bishop Seage visits St. Peter’s, Oxford — Hispanic Service — 6:00 p.m.

• 27: Trustees of the Diocese Meeting — Allin House — 1:00 p.m.
• 28-May 1: Cursillo #130 – Gray Center
• 30: Diocesan Altar Guild Meeting — St. Alban’s, Bovina — 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

MAY 2016
• 1: Bishop Seage visits St. James’, Jackson — 8:40 & 11:00 a.m.

Bishop Seage attends Cursillo #130 Closing, Gray Center
• 3: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian, 12:00 p.m.
• 5: Bishop Seage visits Ascension, Hattiesburg — 6:00 p.m.
• 6-7: DOK Spring Retreat, Gray Center
• 6-8: A. C. Marble School, Gray Center
• 7: Coast Lay Reader Conference
• 8: Bishop Seage visits St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Jackson — 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
• 10: Fresh Start — Trinity, Hattiesburg — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
• 12: Fresh Start — All Saints’, Grenada — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Standing Committee Meeting — Allin House — 11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
• 15: The Day of PENTECOST

Bishop Seage visits St. Paul’s, Corinth — 9:30 a.m.
• 22: Bishop Seage visits Holy Trinity, Vicksburg — 10:30 a.m. 

Bishop Seage visits St. Mary’s, Vicksburg — 4:00 p.m. 
• 30: Allin House closed for Memorial Day

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Please submit Faithful Departed notices to your church for submission

Grace Clark, 98, communicant of St. George’s, Clarksdale, died on January 25, 2016.

Gilbert Ellzey “Gil” Carmichael, 88, communicant of St. Paul’s, Meridian, died January 31, 2016.

Deployment Report
For The Diocese of Mississippi

March, 2016

New Calls
The Reverend Giulianna C. Gray, to be Rector, St. Stephen’s, Indianola
The Reverend Don Chancellor, to be Priest-in-Charge, Epiphany, Tunica (to continue as Vicar,
Holy Innocents’, Como)

Resignations
The Reverend Mary Berry, announced her retirement as Rector, St. Matthew’s, Kosciusko
The Reverend Josh Messick, resigned as Interim Rector, Church of the Mediator, Meridian

In Transition
Christ Church, Bay St. Louis
St. Thomas’, Diamondhead
St. Paul’s, Meridian
Mediator, Meridian
Holy Cross, Olive Branch
St. Peter’s, Oxford
St. Timothy’s, Southaven
Resurrection, Starkville

We have eliminated the congregations that have steady supply clergy and are not in a formal
search process.

St. Alexis/Jackson had its first annual combined Mardi Gras-Ash Wednesday event.  The evening
began with the church brightly decorated for Mardi Gras. Gumbo, jambalaya, red beans & rice and king
cakes were served. Lucky Town Brewery offered a beer tasting, pairing beer samples with the various
dishes. The children decorated masks and paraded around tossing beads. At 10pm the Mardi Gras deco-
rations were removed, the lights turned down and candles lit as members of St. Alexis and St. Luke’s in
Brandon participated in an Ash Wednesday service. 

A combined event at St. Alexis to begin Lent. Judy Barnes/Photo



SPIRITUALITY

Be still.  Lay down your armor, in all its forms.  Lay down your control.  It’s an il-
lusion, anyway.  Down deep, you’re actually thankful that it’s an illusion because
you want to rest.  I will take care of you.  I always have.  That will never change.

Be still.  Lay down your sadness.  Give it back to me.  That deep and unrelenting
sadness over your losses shows only how deeply you have loved, how deeply you
are loved.  Don’t you think I know what it’s like to give up someone you love
more than anything?

Be still.  You know I understand.  Your tears are mine.  Give them to me.

Be still.  Lay down your weapons.  Lay down your need to be right.  Lay down
your frenzy to know everything.  Lay down your urge to bring others down so
you can feel superior.  Rise above this world by coming to me.

Be still.  Lay down your obsession with being perfect.  Being perfect is not your
job.  It’s mine.

Be still.  Lay down your anxiety.  Being a responsible adult doesn’t mean that you
have to agonize over every detail of life.  Lay down your worries before me, so
that you can stand up straight and draw closer to me.  It’s all I want from you.

Be still.  Lay down your gifts before me.  Bring every talent I have ever given you
to the altar so that I can bless it and give it back to you a thousand times over.

Be still.  Lay down your praise before me, all the joy in your life.  You know it all
comes from me.  You know it.  You may find it through your family or a friend, or
through music or nature or laughter.  But you know its Source.  Be still, and let it
flow.

Be still.  Lay down your life, your love, your loss before me.  As my Son did.

Be still, my child, and rest in me.  Know with all your heart that I am God.  Be
still.  I love you.

Be still.

Be still, and know that I am God.  (Psalm 46: 10)

Carol Mead

Editor’s note:  The Rev. Carol Mead delivered meditations at Annual Council this year.  Many have asked to see one in print. Below is her meditation based on a line from Psalm 46.

Copyright 2016 by Carol L. Mead.

The Ultreya/Cursillo St. Peter’s, Oxford, community wore their colorful clothing and name tags and
all things Cursillo as they led two Sunday worship services in January.  The group participated in all
aspects of the service.  They were the musicians, the lectors, the acolytes, ushers, LEMs, and most im-
portantly, the Choir; making a joyful noise as we shared with the St. Peter’s parishioners a small gift
of our love for the parish. We plan to host several cursillo Sundays a year. 
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On Feb. 21, Bishop Seage confirmed and received the largest class at Trinity/Pass Christian since Hur-
ricane Katrina: five were confirmed, four received, and one reaffirmed. 
Pictured are: (left to right) Brandon Anderson, Michael Anderson, Amanda Anderson, Alicia Anderson,
David Anderson, Bishop Seage, Father David Faulkner, Alyssa Foster, Samantha Broussard, Lisa
Pinkowski, Richard Wagner, John Wagner. Fred Hutchins/Photo

Sherry Jenkins/Photo


