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KNOWING GOD
A man walked through the streets of a large city, clipboard in hand, asking people for their
opinions. “Who is Jesus?” he would ask, stopping one passerby after another. “I believe he was a great
teacher and prophet who lived long ago in Palestine,” answered one. “Jesus is the founder of the
Christian religion,” responded another. “The church teaches that he is the Son of God,” offered still
another. On and on it went. Finally the pollster stopped at a park bench and spoke to the little old man
sitting upon it. “Who is Jesus?” asked the weary man one more time, for he was already dreaming of
being done and finding his easy chair for the evening. The little man looked up at his questioner and
smiled. “He is my Lord and Savior,” beamed the little man. The pollster thanked the man and walked
away feeling as if he had finally found someone who knew who Jesus was.

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

You and I are not called to know facts about God, but to know God himself. The Christian faith is
less head knowledge than heart knowledge, more about deepening relationships than mastering doctrine.
I can know all there is to know -- in the bible, in the catechism, in the great books of faith and doctrine –
and still not know God. The disciples of Jesus were not changed by new ideas about God. They were
changed by their relationship to the living Christ who encountered them, called them by name, and asked
them to follow him. Finally, God must become more to us than words on a page or an abstract idea in a
Sunday sermon. God must be encountered. He calls me to belong to him. He calls me to speak with him
in prayer, and to listen in the stillness of my heart for his still small voice speaking to me. He calls me to
encounter him in the pages of scripture, once again not as academic learning but as words and messages
spoken to me. He calls me to come and fall to my knees before him in worship, lifting my voice in praise
with brother and sister Christians who, like me, find themselves surprised by his grace, comforted by his
nearness, and overwhelmed by his love. He is not just an idea, this God. He stands before me in the face
of Jesus his Son, the living Lord of history, the One who is the fullest and most complete revelation of all
God is, all he represents, and all he calls us to become.
What he calls me to become is a disciple, one who follows. The church is not a comparative
religion society, debating and comparing ideas about God. It is a community of worshiping disciples,
seeking to live for Jesus in all the places our lives take us. All this begins with a strong personal
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Like any relationship, it depends upon interest shown, time
spent, and energy invested. Is worship a priority in my life? Do I know what it means to find a quiet space
for prayer, meditation, and a little scripture reading? To avoid such things and then to expect to find a
satisfying spiritual life is a bit like having a gym membership, never going there, and expecting God to
grow me a healthy, fit body by magic.
The resources for spiritual growth are all around you. Your church is alive with possibilities for
worship, study, prayer, learning, and serving. I challenge you during this season of Lent to be the little
man on the bench – the one who understood that it doesn’t really matter who Jesus is, unless he is first
Lord and savior to me.

See you at church!

The Rev. Steve DeGweck
Interim Rector

JR. WARDEN’S CORNER
FAITH IN GOD’S PLAN
Hello Holy Cross Family,

"The Parables of Luke." This activity meets each Wednesday
night in March through March 16th. We begin at 6:00pm. A
catered supper from Taziki's is provided. All are welcome,
but PLEASE SIGN UP on the sheet in the narthex or phone
Janet in the office (655-7668) by noon on Tuesdays with your
reservation. The meal cost is $5.00 per adult, $3.00 for
children 12 and under, and preschoolers are free.

WELCOME
tO
HOLY CROSS!
Would you like to be part of a team
of two to say these words to
newcomers?
Then, we need you!
It has become apparent that we need folks to be at our front door
to greet people and make them feel welcome! Only by extending
genuine warm welcomes, will we be able to grow our
membership and extend our love of Christ to all.
We need volunteers for 8:00am and 10:30am. Couples are fine
and so are singles! Call or e-mail Joanne Carnes for more
information. 205-655-7656 or citacarnes@gmail.com.

Donald Gordon
Andrea Mathews
Mark Banaszek
Bryce Lewis
Betty Thompson
Brady Franks
John Franks
Emma Percy
Kendra Rushing
Annie Cole
Doug Grove
Charlotte Scarborough
Bonnie Powers
Lily Johnson
Emily Rushing
Ian Jarnagin
Nash Amberson
Brian Hall
James Tindill
Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

1
2
2
2
4
4
4
6
10
13
15
17
17
21
24
25
28
30
31

Restroom Renovation
At this time, Jim Cooper Construction is in the process of getting the necessary permits and working
on the contract that will outline the work they plan to do. This includes the new restrooms, as well as
the renovation of the existing ones. We have decided to wait until after Easter to start the
construction. Fr. Steve thought it would not be a good idea to have construction equipment across
the front of the church during Lent and Easter Sunday, inasmuch as the front entrance will be
blocked as well. I’m glad he thought of that.
Water Issues (New Gutters)
We now have a working sump pump to carry away water that gathers at the front entrance of the
church. That takes care of the front. Now, thanks to David Meadows, we have new gutters across
the back of the church. David handled the coordination and hiring of the company that installed the
gutters. They took into consideration the necessity for the run-off water to flow away from the church
building. David, thank you for the work you have done for our church. You are a blessing!
Spring Garden Day - April 2nd
The Vestry has approved an expanded lawn service that includes trimming shrubs and general lawn
care. This service alleviates the need for a “Spring Clean-up Day” at Holy Cross. I thought that
instead of a spring cleaning day we could have a “Spring Garden Day.” I spoke with Donna Madison
and we decided on Saturday, April 2nd. We will begin at 9:00am. This will be “Dirt Moving Day.” So
all you parishioners who like playing in the dirt, bring your rakes and shovels and come by the Holy
Cross garden on April 2nd and enjoy!
Your Junior Warden,
Mac McQueen

We think we are a friendly congregation so let's be sure others
agree when they come to visit! Thanks for your help!

MARY & MARTHA OF BETHANY GUILD
The Mary & Martha of Bethany Guild of the
ECW will hold its next meeting on Wednesday,
March 16th at 11:45am in the Genesis Room. The
meeting will begin with lunch followed by
business as usual.
Please bring a sandwich. Everything else will be furnished. All
women of the church are invited. If you have never attended a
meeting, we urge you to join us. You will enjoy being a part of the
activities planned, as well as the friendships. Suggestions are
welcome for future activities.

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
This group is now beginning the Gospel of
Mark as its study topic. It meets on Friday
mornings, 6:30-7:30am in the Genesis Room.
Breakfast (BYO – “bring your own”) is
during the first half hour, and Bible study is
during the second half hour. Newcomers
are welcome!

Easter is fast approaching and it's time to sign
up to donate for lilies to decorate our church.
The sign-up sheet is on the table in the Genesis
Room. Please indicate the number of lilies you
wish to donate ($15.00 each). Print the name(s)
of persons you wish to honor with a memorial
or with thanksgiving.
Please put your checks in the offertory basin
and mark them, for "Easter Flowers." Thank
you for helping to make our worship spaces
beautiful for Easter.

Our traditional Easter Egg Hunt will replace the children’s 9:15am Sunday school hour
on Easter Sunday. Please help us fill the baskets of the Holy Cross children!
Donations of candy-filled plastic eggs will be accepted in a drop-off box in the
narthex, beginning next Sunday, March 6th through Palm Sunday, March 20th. This is
such a fun-filled event for the kids and we encourage any community youth to join in,
so let’s make sure we have plenty of eggs. Thank you.

Calling all Cursillistas
Our next Ultreya will be held on Sunday, March 20th, at 5:00pm in the Genesis Room. Please make
plans to attend and be a part of your Cursillo community. We will be “Welcoming” Bonnie Powers
into the Ultreya as our newest member into Cursillo. Bring your favorite covered dish and be a part of
this exciting time at Holy Cross.
Anyone interested in learning what Cursillo is all about, please contact Reese Booth at 276-4727 or
reesebooth@gmail.com for details. We would love to have the opportunity to talk to you about what
has us “Fired-Up and Encouraged” about our personal walk with Christ.

M OTHERS’ M ISSION
& M INISTRY GROUP
The Mothers' Mission and
Ministry Group will meet on
Tuesday, March 1st from 6:307:30pm. Childcare will be
provided.

We are collecting toiletries for
TEAM. Items needed are: Deodorant,
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
lotions, etc. Please place your
donations in the indicated basket
on the table in the Narthex.

A weekly
Eucharist & Healing
Service is held each
Tuesday morning
at 11:30am
in the Nave.

TRUST GOD
Proverbs 30:5 “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.”
A few weeks ago in Sunday School Father Steve said something so simple, yet so profound. He said
that one of the main messages of the Bible can be summarized with the phrase “Trust God.” Trust
God. Trust God. TRUST GOD! Simple, right? Well, maybe not.
Despite our best efforts to believe that God is in control, we fall short of trusting in Him. Although we
know that the same God that created all the Heavens and the Earth is at work creating a masterpiece
in our own lives, we worry. Even though we know that God is greater than the sum of all of our
problems, we feel anxious. We stress over our jobs, our children, our marriages, money.
Even as a church we sometimes have difficulty trusting God. At the present moment in the life of
Holy Cross we are concerned. There is no doubt we have challenges. While blessed tremendously by
the presence of Father Steve, we know that we have to find a permanent Rector for our church. We are
facing a decline in pledges. Despite our budget, we know that we have to update/upgrade our
building in order to grow our membership….oh, yes, and we need to grow our membership. I don’t
want to minimize any of these concerns—they are valid. However, what I do want to say is this.
Throughout the last few years, God has proven to us over and over that he is with us. He has shown
us consistently that he hears our prayers. We have been blessed by the partnership with the Advent.
They have come alongside us and given us the support we need to make it through our time of
transition. We have a wonderful Vestry that is prayerfully leading the church. We have a beautiful
worship service, each and every Sunday, with excellent preaching and beautiful music. We
consistently show the love of God through our outreach in the community with Mother’s Mission and
Ministry Group, the Garden Ministry, TEAM, Pastoral Care, Meals on Wheels, Angel Tree, and other
ministries. Our church family is just that, a family. On any given Sunday you can walk down the hall
of Holy Cross and hear children playing, friends laughing and spirits being uplifted.
So, while we face the challenges that the next year brings, I want to invite you to join me in thanking
God for the many blessings he has given us. I also want to encourage you to trust Him. Especially in
the tough times, let’s trust God.
Yours in Christ,
Heather Johnson
Sr. Warden

FLOWER CROSS

Again this year we plan to create a beautiful Flower
Cross. Children, please bring a flower to church on
Easter morning. These flowers will be put on the cross.
If you prefer, you may bring a simple drawing or a
photo of a flower.
The Altar Guild needs more people to join this
ministry. Please contact Cindy Cole at 655-4772 if
you are interested in joining our group. There will
be a training/meeting for all members and future
members on Thursday, March 3rd at the church at
6:30pm. Dinner will be provided.

SR. WARDEN’S CORNER

HOLY WEEK LUNCHES

There is a sign-up
sheet for coffee
hostesses in the
Genesis Room.

Daily lunches will be served once again at First Methodist
Church in Trussville during Holy Week. Holy Cross is
responsible for serving lunch Monday, March 21st immediately
following the noon worship service. ECW is planning to make
and serve potato soup, crackers, salad, and iced tea.
We need as much help as possible in order to serve over 150 people at this luncheon. If you
can help by making soup, setting up the dining hall, serving, or helping with clean up, please
contact a Holy Cross ECW member. The soup is very easy to make and we mix the salad at
First Methodist the morning of the luncheon. Please consider joining us – it is another great
day of fellowship.

Note: All weekday worship services at
First Methodist of Trussville begin at noon.

M
Moonnddaayy,, M
Maarrcchh 2211

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville

As is the custom at Holy Cross, our annual Easter Brunch
will be held Sunday, March 27th, between the two services.
It is always difficult to decide who should bring what. So if
this split up seems crazy, well it’s because it is. We try to
avoid having you bring the same item two years in a row
and we want to make sure that there is plenty, but not too
much. So without further ado…..here are this year’s food
assignments:
A-F

Breakfast Casseroles (Pinterest and
Facebook have plenty of ideas)

G-H

Breakfast Juices (Apple, Orange,
Tomato, etc)

I-L

Fresh Fruit

M-O

Breakfast Meat (Sausage, Bacon, Ham)

P-R

Breakfast Potatoes or Grits

S-V

Pastries

W-Z

Breakfast Juices (Apple, Orange,
Tomato, etc)

(Holy Cross to provide lunch)

TTuueessddaayy,, M
Maarrcchh 2222

11:30am Eucharist & Healing
Service at Holy Cross
Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville

W
Weeddnneessddaayy,, M
Maarrcchh 2233

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville

TThhuurrssddaayy,, M
Maarrcchh 2244

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville
(Fr. Steve to deliver sermon)

Maundy Thursday Service
at Holy Cross - 6:30 pm

FFrriiddaayy,, M
Maarrcchh 2255

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville
Good Friday Service
at Holy Cross - 6:30 pm

SSaattuurrddaayy,, M
Maarrcchh 2266

Altar Guild Work Day
at Holy Cross - 9:00 am

EEaasstteerr SSuunnddaayy,, M
Maarrcchh 2277
aatt H
HoollyyC
Crroossss

8:00 am - Rite I Service
9:00 am - Easter Brunch
9:15 am - Easter Egg Hunt
10:30 am - Rite II Service

Please have your items plated and ready to serve. We
simply do not have the capacity in the kitchen to cook things
for this many. Brunch will be served from 9:00-10:10.
Coffee and milk will be provided. Please remember to pick
up your serving dishes following the 10:30 service. By all
means please feel free to see Karen Mann or Bonnie
Powers if you have any questions. Assistance with clean-up
is most welcome and appreciated!
Faith Formation for a New Age
DO WHAT MATTERS!
How are faithful Christian disciples formed today? What
sustains them through a lifetime? Come to St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church on Saturday, March 12th for a one day
workshop on those things that matter – Relationships,
Research, Stories, Settings, and a Plan.

Led by Leif Kehrwald
of
Vibrant Faith
8:15am Registration
9:00am – 3:30pm Workshop
Cost: $25.00 per person including child care.
(For further details, please call the parish office, 655-7668)

TO EVERYTHING A SEASON
A Weekend Spiritual Retreat
Bethany Village at Camp McDowell
April 15 – 17
This weekend spiritual retreat, in which we can
explore ways to face life’s changes, is offered
by the Diocese of Alabama’s Commission on
Spirituality and will be led by Barbara
Cawthorne Crafton, Episcopal priest, spiritual
director, and author. For further details call the
parish office, 655-7668.

On Saturday, March 26th, at 9:00am, the Altar
Guild will meet to clean, polish and prepare the
worship area for Easter. Please plan to attend if
at all possible, as “many hands make for light
work.”

EYC will meet on Sunday, March
13th immediately following the
10:30 service. The meeting will be
over by 2:00pm. We will also meet
on Sunday, March 20th. The time
and place are to be determined.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE
 Daylight Savings Time is Sunday, March 13th.
 The Ladies’ Night Out Group will not
meet in March, due to Holy Week. The
next meeting will be on Thursday, April 28th.
We will meet at Sherry’s Café in Trussville.
 The March Vestry Meeting will be held on
Monday, March 28th at 6:00pm.
 The deadline for entries for the April Pathway
will be earlier than usual due to Holy Week. The
new deadline is Friday, March 18th.

