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Lacking and Longing
At the Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Rouen, tucked in along the 
Seine, one tower stands out, even in the “City of a Hundred 
Spires.” Festooned with gargoyles and saints, the spire 
commands particular attention. Claude Monet was entranced, 
painting nearly 30 portraits of the cathedral’s buttery-yellow 
façade in 1892–93. 

It Is Beauty We Seek
The sacred rhythm of our church year has already brought us 
to the cusp of Lent. The Transfiguration of Jesus serves as a 
threshold. Our Lenten pilgrimage awaits us on the other side.

Not Just a Pipe Dream
It is Friday morning and the sounds coming from the sanctuary 
of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church in Broomfield are not those 
of musicians rehearsing, or the Altar Guild preparing for Sunday 
services, or even the hum of the vacuum from the weekly 
cleaning crew. No, this morning’s sounds at Holy Comforter are 
those of construction and demolition,  of work boots and power 
tools. 

Giving Alms
Every Lent the Church invites us to the three traditional practices 
of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Many of our parishes offer 
wonderful opportunities when it comes to prayer as well as 
teaching on fasting, but many of us wonder how we can enter 
into almsgiving or even what it is.

Saying “Thank You” Is the 
Secret Sauce
It’s no mystery that relationships are everything in a healthy 
parish. Being known, being invited to bring one’s gifts, and being 
thanked are ingredients in the “secret sauce” that strengthens 
relationships and builds community.

...No, I Am Not Episcopalian
In the last month or so I have been deeply in tune with my 
reasons for being a part of a church that I wouldn’t call my “home 
church.” While I am searching for all the truths this world has 
to offer, I have found that The Episcopal Church allows for two 
crucial things: the freedom to wonder and the freedom to fail. 
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In 1552 Archbishop Thomas Cranmer included 
the following exhortation to confession in The 
Book of Common Prayer:

“Dearly beloved, we have come together in 
the presence of Almighty God our heavenly 
Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy 
Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf 
of others, those things that are necessary 
for our life and our salvation. And so that we 
may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to 
worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our 
sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his 
infi nite goodness and mercy.”

I realized recently that I really like these words. 
We rarely hear them in church today, most folks 
preferring the shorter alternative that was 
introduced in the 1892 Prayer Book: “Let us 
confess our sins against God and our neighbor.”

It certainly is more direct.

But hold on. Take a moment. Read the words in 
the longer version. All of them. Slowly. Phrase 
by phrase. Savor them. Take them in. Think about 
what they really say.

Did you know that this exhortation appears right at 
the beginning of the rite for Daily Morning Prayer?  
It’s an invitation not simply to confess our sins 
but to prepare ourselves—our hearts, our minds, 
and our bodies—to enter more intentionally and 
deeply into the heart and mind of Jesus. Look 
carefully at the words and you will see that they 
are not simply about penitence and confession 
but also speak clearly and powerfully about  
identity, presence, gratitude, humility, purpose, 
and surrender.

By Bishop Robert O’Neill

Continued on next page >>
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It’s really an amazingly rich theological statement.

Like it our not, we and those with whom we “gather” 
at home or at work or in Church or wherever we spend 
our time (people we may or may not know or even 
like), and in fact every human 
being on the face of this earth, 
are divinely beloved. All of 
us are not just held dearly in 
God’s love but all of us are 
dearly entrusted by God into 
one another’s care. 

This is a fundamental reality 
of our life. 

And while we may not always 
recognize it, we are also at all 
times and in all places and in 
all ways in the presence of 
that same love that is God that 
gives life to all things at all 
times and in all places. This too is just another fact of 
life. It is all a gift—every moment, every movement, 
every breath, and every thought—none of it of our 
own making and all of it a mind-blowing miracle 
worthy of wonder and praise that can only be rightly 
embraced with constant  gratitude and utter humility. 

Our life’s work, therefore, is simply to live mindfully, 
“to seek,” as the exhortation says, only “that which 
is necessary” to life—that is, true life—life for 
ourselves, life for others, and life for ALL. 

In which case, our spiritual life will always begin with 
an exhortation to stop, to be still, to take stock, to 
surrender our selves, to relinquish our anxieties and 
preoccupations into the grace of God, so that we may 

be freed by that same grace to become more fully 
those who embody the ”infi nite goodness and mercy” 
that is the essence of all life.

It’s not just a matter of saying that we are sorry.

Far more importantly, penitance 
and confession is the necessary 
spiritual discipline and practice 
of intentionally stopping and 
re-collecting our selves, of re-
membering who we really are, 
of re-orienting our hearts and 
minds, and of re-positioning 
the pieces of our lives in such a 
way that we might become more 
fully who God is creating us to 
be—instruments of peace.

It’s a fundamental law of physics 
that an object in motion will 
continue in motion on the same 

path unless acted upon by an external force. It’s called 
inertia. How can we, as human beings, ever expect 
to be healed or renewed or transformed by God—
to fi nd peace or bring peace to the world—unless 
we intentionally and deliberately place ourselves 
directly in the path of grace?

This, of course, is the invitation of Lent.

It is all a gift—every moment, 
every movement, every breath 
and every thought—none of it 
of our own making and all of it 
a mind-blowing miracle worthy 
of wonder and “praise” that 
can only be rightly embraced 
with constant  gratitude and 
utter humility.
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Lent is a forty-day season of spiritual preparation, 
mirroring Jesus’ own forty-day preparation before 
beginning his public ministry. The example that Jesus set 
was one of retreat, solitude, prayer, and fasting. 

This Lent, withdraw from all that competes for your time 
and attention to really spend time with God—learning 
about and devoting yourself to age-old spiritual practices 
of prayer, penance, repentance, self-denial, and self-
giving. 

Whether you wish to commit yourself to total silence 
or partake in some guided quiet prayer and meditation, 
journey with us this Lent as we prepare our hearts, souls, 
and minds for Holy Week.

To register, please contact Joseph Wolyniak, Missioner 
for Discipleship & Theological Education, at jwolyniak@
coloradodiocese.org. 
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At the Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Rouen, tucked 
alongside the scenic Seine in northwest France, 
one stunning structure stands out amid the 

“City of a Hundred Spires.” Festooned with ghoulish 
gargoyles and saintly statuettes, the exceptionally 
ornate southern tower on the cathedral’s west front has 
inspired innumerable other works of art—from Claude 
Monet’s La Cathédrale de Rouen (1893) to the Tribune 
Tower in Chicago. There are many notable architectural 
attributes, but what is perhaps most memorable is the 
appellation of the edifice and the story behind it.

Known as the Tour de Beurre, or “Tower of Butter,” the 
name comes not from the distinctive buttery hues of 
the stone façade but the unique funding source behind 
the original project: a 15th-century levy paid by Rouen 
residents in order to circumvent the local ban on butter 
consumption during Lent.

You read that right. An entire tower at the renowned 
Rouen cathedral was financed by a Lenten levy 
cheerfully paid by those who felt they simply could 
not go without their beloved butter in the forty days 
between Ash Wednesday and Holy Saturday, thereby 
giving new meaning to the concept of an “indulgence.” 
And, for the record, there is yet another Tour de Beurre 
at the Cathédrale Saint-Étienne in Bourges. Apparently 
the French like their butter.

Both Tours de Beurre stand as lasting testaments to our 
wonderfully human ambivalence about Lent, this season 
we alternately love and loathe. Pieter Bruegel the Elder 
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Missioner for Discipleship & Theological Education
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captures this tug between lacking and longing in The 
Battle Between Carnival and Lent (1559).

We are drawn, on the one hand, to the rigors of once-
yearly austerity. Inspired by the sacrifi ces many have 
made, including Jesus’s own exemplary self-emptying, 
our fl eeting fl eshly mortifi cation is but a small token 
of the costly discipleship that Dietrich Bonhoeff er 
spoke of and lived. So we eagerly relinquish meat, 
television, alcohol, butter, Facebook, chocolate, 
swearing, Starbucks, alleluias, and the other fi ner 
things of life. It’s the least we can do in an eff ort to 
take up our cross and follow Christ.

On the other hand, we quite like our meat, television, 
alcohol, butter, Facebook, chocolate, swearing, 
Starbucks, and alleluias. We actually don’t especially 
enjoy (and may even bitterly resent) surrendering it all 
in the fi rst place. And as soon as we’ve given something 
up, we want it right back—doing just about anything 
to elude a legalism that would deny us completely. 
(Just one little peek at the Facebook newsfeed, one 
little swearword in rush hour, one teeny-tiny nibble of 
chocolate… the Easter bunny will never know, right?!) 
So desperate are we for a little Lenten leniency, we’ll 
even pay huge tariff s for a measly morsel of the good 
stuff —apparently enough to underwrite a cathedral 
tower or two.

But amid all our writhing negotiations with self in Lent 
and the remarkably clever workarounds we engineer 

to sidestep sustained deprivation, let us remember 
that this season is about more than just self-pitying 
piety. All of our lacking and longing bears witness to 
something beyond us. Our annual abstemiousness 
calls attention to a deeper desire within us all: that 
yearning for liberation from sin and hope in the gift of 
salvation which things of this world can never satisfy.

In Lent we ready ourselves to journey alongside Christ 
and his disciples from Gethsemane to Golgotha, 
letting go of life’s luxuries to grab hold of all God 
has to give us in this soon-coming crescendo of the 
Christian year. Our Lenten restraint merely echoes 
the matchless self-giving our Savior, who will soon 
display his love for us in ways that turn this world 
upside down and inside out.

As we prepare ourselves for the highest highs and 
lowest lows of the Holy Week ahead, in all our lacking 
and longing (even our hilarious attempts to skirt self-
deprivation), may we realize one thing: Lent is not 
about us. It is not about what we do or don’t do, what 
we take on or what we give up. Nor even the towers of 
butter we build with indulgences for our indulgence. 
Whether we are tortuously deprived or devoutly 
dedicated, may we not lose sight of this season’s 
design—pointing us beyond ourselves to a cross and 
empty tomb.
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A few years ago, I sat across 
the table from a seminary 
president who was 

describing exactly what it would 
take for half the churches in his 
mainline denomination to close 
their doors permanently. He 
didn’t talk about cultural issues 
like the new “nones” or the 
aging of the average attendee 
or the ordination of women 
or gay marriage. The crucial 
problems were the price of 

gas and the stock market. If energy 
prices rose just a fraction, he said, most rural 

churches would no longer be able to keep the lights 
on. And if things were to go badly on Wall Street for 
long enough, endowments would disappear, pension 
funds would dry up, and . . . well, you get the point.

Those are the facts on the ground for many churches 
today. These problems are real, they can’t be ignored, 
and a lot of the discussion about the decline of the 
mainline churches focuses on exactly those problems. 
But here’s the thing: in all of this talk about the decline 
(and death?) of the mainline church, we focus on the 
numbers and lose sight of the big picture. What do we 
want to save? What are we here for?

Enter Greg Garrett’s book, the February selection 
for the Bishop’s Book Club. Garrett is not giving any 
pat solutions or quick-fi x ideas. Nor is he writing to 
spell out, yet again, The Episcopal Church’s declining 
numbers or divisive controversies. Instead, Garrett 
wants us to know he’s in love with The Episcopal 
Church and wants you to be in love with her too. “Just 
get back to being this great church,” he seems to say. 
“Let’s keep our eyes on the prize. If we can remember 
who we are and where we come from, we’ll fi nd a 
vision for our future.”

He begins by describing the character of Anglicanism, 
as he understands it (“spiritual and religious”), 
discussing the Communion’s history in the English 
Reformation; our questioning, open spirit; and our 
value of community, art, and “the incarnate way,” as 
seen in our beautiful liturgy. Garrett wants to remind 
us of the richness of our tradition, on the one hand; 
but he’s also careful to point out that the Anglican 

churches have been muddling their way forward for 
a long, long time—since the beginning, in fact, when 
a serial monogamist king (Henry VIII) and one of the 
truly great spiritual writers of church history (Thomas 
Cranmer) managed in spite of themselves to produce 
the Anglican Church. And frankly, we’ve been dealing 
with messy politics and spectacular liturgy ever since. 

Garrett is an English professor, but he wears his 
learning lightly. He has included discussion questions 
and suggested readings in every chapter, and he 
regularly references pop culture—Pulp Fiction, Game 
of Thrones, and Mumford and Sons. He has written a 
book that’s open to all and refl ects the voices of all, 
capturing the Episcopal way if ever there was one. 
He quotes theologians like Rowan Williams and N. T. 
Wright, but also captures refl ections from people all 
over The Episcopal Church, from laypersons, to priests, 
to bishops. These refl ections make for a tapestry of 
testimony and witness to the enduring importance 
and vitality of our church. 

I remember vividly my fi rst confi rmation class, in 
2006 in Nashville. As the members of that class 
shared their backgrounds, many, like Garrett himself 
and like me, were exiles from other church traditions 
where they no longer felt welcome, or from which 
they had long since wandered away. Garrett doesn’t 
shy away from the controversies that have shaped The 
Episcopal Church in the last generation; but it’s been 
worth it, he argues, because it’s made us a church that 
remembers that our main purpose, our one thing, is to 
be a place of refuge and acceptance. That church, he 
insists, is absolutely not dying. And it’s a better church 
for having been through those struggles. What a great 
message to contemplate in this season of Lent.

Join with Episcopalians and other Christians from 
across Colorado to engage a variety of diff erent 
texts—history, theology, fi ction, spirituality, and 
more—and then team up with others in small groups 
to discuss a common diocesan reading. Learn more at 
faith.episcopal.co/bookclub.

Greg Garrett, My Church Is NOT Dying: 
Episcopalians in the 21st Century. New York: 
Morehouse Publishing, 2015. 

By Travis E. Ables, Lay Leader, St. Peter and St. Mary, Denver
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Wow, it feels like Advent just began, and 
here we are approaching Lent! The sacred 
rhythm of our church year has already 

brought us to the cusp of Lent. It is appropriate that 
we hear the story of the Transfi guration of Jesus 
just before Lent begins. The Transfi guration of 
Jesus serves as a threshold. Our Lenten pilgrimage 
awaits us on the other side. 

The disciples Peter, John, 
and James witness the 
Transfi guration of Jesus on 
the mountaintop with Elijah 
and Moses. Mountaintops 
are places where sacred 
encounters take place, and 
this story is no diff erent. 
The Gospel of Luke tells us 
that “Jesus’ face changed, and his clothes became 
dazzling white” (Luke 9:28–43). 

In that moment, the veil is torn and we glimpse the 
dazzling, terrifying beauty of God! 

As much as we’d like to linger in that beautiful 
moment, we can’t. Thresholds are passages, not 
dwelling places. So, what are we to do? 

If we read a few verses further, it becomes clear: 
we are called to participate in the restoration of 
creation, or as John Dominic Crossan called it: “The 

great divine cleanup of the world.” 1

And we can’t do that from a mountaintop. 

The beauty of the Transfi guration calls us into 
relationship, calls us to love, calls us into the world, 
and it is that same beauty that now calls us to turn 

toward Jerusalem and the 
cross. 

Our Lenten pilgrimage 
begins with the Liturgy of 
Ash Wednesday. By the sixth 
century, Lent had become 
the familiar 40 weekdays 
long, mirroring the Gospel 
accounts of Jesus being 
tempted by the devil in the 

wilderness after his baptism. 

In 1549, the Ash Wednesday Liturgy appeared in 
the fi rst Book of Common Prayer. The service called 
for everyone to receive the ashes as a sign of 
repentance, fasting, and self-denial. 

Today those ideas still hold true, but our service 
adds three key elements: self-examination, meditating 
on the Word of God, and acting in the community.

In the third millennia of Christian worship, this 
ancient practice of repentance, fasting, and self-

By The Reverend Ken Malcolm, Canon Missioner for Leadership Development & Formation

The disciples Peter, John, and James 
witness the Transfi guration of Jesus 
on the mountaintop with Elijah and 
Moses. Mountaintops are places 
where sacred encounters take place, 
and this story is no diff erent.

8



denial can be both diffi  cult to understand and easy 
to misinterpret. 

For generations of Christians, Lent was a season 
that said, if it is salvation you desire, turn your back 
on the joys of this fl eeting life and on the beauties 
of the earth. 

Although self-denial can be an appropriate 
response to Lent, it can also become an end unto 
itself—as  though we’re saying salvation depends 
on us rather than on God’s unending grace. 

Is salvation about escaping this world of perpetual 
perishing or could it also be about seeing 
everlasting beauty in each passing moment?  

In the Creation story in the fi rst chapter of Genesis, 
God sings the world into existence, and at each 
pause of that Creation liturgy God saw what had 
been made and said, “It is beautiful.” 

This holy, awe-fi lled awareness is what Lent can 
bring into focus. 

I invite us all into a Holy Lent; one in which renewal, 
spiritual examination, and meditating on the Word 
of God are central to our lives. 

Deny yourselves those things that you desire too 
much, those things that might be distracting you 

from the beauty of this world. Take on those things 
that focus your heart and mind on the knowledge 
and beauty of the Love of God. Use this time to be 
serious about who you really are and whose you 
really are. 

But consider this: if the starkness and asceticism 
(appropriate in this season of Lent) do not speak to 
your soul and draw you closer to God, then perhaps 
you are being called by the uncertainty of life to 
a new awareness of the beauty of God’s creation. 
Maybe it invites you to seize the moment and 
rejoice in the world around you. Maybe it invites 
you to act as a steward of this amazing gift in ways 
you never before considered.

Even the haunting image of Jesus on the cross, the 
image to which we now turn to and long for, casts 
an incomprehensibly beautiful light. “Perhaps it is 
beauty,” Dostoevsky wrote, “that will save us in the 
end.” 2  

May this season of Lent be for you one of blessings 
and holiness and remarkable beauty!

1 The Resurrection of Jesus: John Dominic Crossan and N. T. 
Wright in Dialogue (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005), p. TK.

2 O’Donohue, John. The Invisible Embrace of Beauty, p. 221.
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THE READINGS
First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1–11

When you have come into the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and 
you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some 
of the fi rst of all the fruit of the ground, which you 
harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place 
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for 
his name. You shall go to the priest who is in offi  ce at 
that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord 
your God that I have come into the land that the Lord 
swore to our ancestors to give us.” 

When the priest takes the basket from your hand and 
sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you 
shall make this response before the Lord your God: 

A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went 
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few 
in number, and there he became a great nation, 
mighty and populous. When the Egyptians 
treated us harshly and affl  icted us, by imposing 
hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God 
of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and 
saw our affl  iction, our toil, and our oppression. 
The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying 
display of power, and with signs and wonders; 
and he brought us into this place and gave us 
this land, a land fl owing with milk and honey. So 
now I bring the fi rst of the fruit of the ground 
that you, O Lord, have given me. 

You shall set it down before the Lord your God and 
bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, 
together with the Levites and the aliens who reside 
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that 
the Lord your God has given to you and to your house. 

Psalm 91:1–2, 9–16

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 

will say to the Lord, 
“My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I 
trust.”

Because you have made the Lord your refuge, 
the Most High your dwelling place, 

no evil shall befall you, 
no scourge come near your tent. 

For he will command his angels concerning you 
to guard you in all your ways. 

On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 

You will tread on the lion and the adder, 
the young lion and the serpent you will trample 
under foot. 

Those who love me, I will deliver; 
I will protect those who know my name. 

When they call to me, I will answer them; 
I will be with them in trouble, 
I will rescue them and honor them. 

With long life I will satisfy them, 
and show them my salvation.

Second Reading: Romans 10:8b–13

“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because 
if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the 
heart and so is justifi ed, and one confesses with the 
mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one 
who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is 
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord 

Worth Noting: The recitation of the saving action of 
the Lord is believed to be one of the oldest creeds 
in the Hebrew Bible. Jews use the prayer today in 
the Passover liturgy. How has your experience of 
faith been shaped by your ancestors?

Worth Noting: The psalmist opens with two names 
of God, elyon and shaddai, here translated “Most 
High” and “Almighty” respectively, emphasizing 
the transcendent and numinous character of God. 
This God, the psalmist promises, will guard the 
righteous, though they will face plagues, wars, and 
natural disasters. The reality of suff ering surely 
did not escape the notice of the psalmist. How 
then can we appropriate the psalm’s confi dence 
in the loving protection of a transcendent God?
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Continued on next page >>

is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 
For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.” 

Gospel: Luke 4:1–13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for 
forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 
at all during those days, and when they were over, he 
was famished. 

The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 

Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live 
by bread alone.’” 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an 
instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil 
said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this 
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give 
it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it 
will all be yours.” 

Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve only him.’” 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him 
on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for 
it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning 
you, to protect you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear 
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a 
stone.’” 

Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’”

 When the devil had finished every test, he departed 
from him until an opportune time. 

CONNECTING WITH THE SCRIPTURES

During Lent, the Church prepares for the Great Vigil 
of Easter and the celebration of the Resurrection 
on Easter morning. Western Christians celebrate 
Easter at the same time as the Jewish celebration of 
Passover, focusing on two things: the tie between the 
Last Supper as a Passover meal and the metaphor of 
Jesus Christ as the Passover lamb sacrificed for all. 

The First Readings for Lent 2016 mark important 
points in the faith journey of Abraham, Sarah, and 
their descendants. The reading for the first Sunday 
from Deuteronomy summarizes the great event in 
the history of Israel, the liberation of the people from 
slavery in Egypt and their journey to the land of milk 
and honey. In subsequent weeks we hear the story 
of the covenant God made with Abraham and Sarah, 
reinforcing the promises made for a land and progeny. 
The reading for the third Sunday moves forward from 
Abraham and Sarah to the revelation to Moses of 
the name of God, Lord, and the promise to remove 
the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt. The next 
Sunday’s reading commemorates the first Passover 
celebrated in the Land. At that celebration, the gift of 
manna ceased: the people had their own food. On the 
fifth Sunday we remember the return of the people 
to bondage and the Lord’s resolve to make all things 
new, a word of hope to the people in Babylon. Then 
on the sixth Sunday, the Sunday of the Passion and 
the last Sunday in Lent, the reading completes the 

Worth Noting: The quotation in Romans 10:11, “No 
one who believes in him will be put to shame” is 
a reasonably accurate translation of Isaiah 28:16 
from the Greek version of the Old Testament (the 
Septuagint) but not of the Hebrew text. The latter 
is translated (as in the NRSV) as “one who trusts in 
him will not panic.” Is it possible that Paul, proud 
of his training, did not know—or actively use—
Hebrew? Are the two versions of Isaiah saying the 
same thing? 

Worth Noting: The conclusion of the story has the 
devil withdrawing, temporarily defeated, to come 
again “at an opportune time,” presumably at the 
time of Jesus’ arrest, passion, and death (see 
Luke 22:3). How long does it take for a serious 
temptation or other experience of evil, to no 
longer affect us?
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circle but leads on once again. In it, Isaiah speaks of 
the Suff ering Servant. The original context of the text 
points to Moses as the Servant, completing the circle 
back to the readings from Deuteronomy and Exodus 
while the Church has read this as prefi guring and 
foretelling the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

These readings chronicle the journey of a people to 
live into the call to be a servant of the Lord, their 
God. For the Christian, they remind us of our origins 
in personal and communal struggle. The history 
covers approximately 1000 years, from the time of 
captivity in Egypt to the exile in Babylon. For Lent, the 
chronicle dampens any expectation that accepting 
and enfl eshing the vocation to serve God will be a 
matter of six weeks’ work. The annual celebration of 
Lent, we see, is not a crash diet, but a periodic health 
checkup on a lifelong journey. 

Entering into the Scriptures

Why was Jesus tempted? What did it prove? An obvious 
response: Jesus was tempted, fi rst of all, because all 
humans are tempted and nothing foreign to humanity 
was left unsacralized in Jesus’ incarnation. Because 
Jesus was tempted, my temptations become sacred 
moments. In the second place, Jesus was tempted in 
order to demonstrate his unwavering righteousness, 
his continuing intimate relationship with the Creator 
of all. 

It is also true that all of God’s elect are tempted at 
some time and in some way. Perhaps the most famous 
temptation in the Old Testament is that of Abraham 
when God asks that he sacrifi ce the life of his son 
(Genesis 22:1-18). English versions of the Genesis 
account, however, use the verb “test” (see NRSV) 
rather than “tempt.” In some part, the translators are 
avoiding the theologically problematic notion that 
God would tempt Abraham. More generally, the Old 
Testament understands that God tests Abraham and 
others in order to prove their righteousness. Because 
God is God, however, and because God should know 
everything—including their righteousness—who is 
the proof for? First of all, passing the test is testimony 
for future generations of the righteousness of Abraham 
and Jesus. Perhaps, however, the testimony is really 
meant to provide assurance to the person tested, to 
Abraham and to Jesus, that they can be obedient to 
God and they can survive. Trust in God works.

Lent: The Take-Home Test

Jesus’ three temptations roughly conform to a 
hierarchy of human needs: food or material wealth, 
political power, and immortality—jumping from high 
places will not result in death. The test is whether Jesus 
will allow his life and ministry to develop with faith in 
God or instead seize the material goods, power, and 
immortality on off er to demonstrate beyond dispute 
that he is the Messiah—deliverer and ruler of Israel, as 
his closest companions one day would demand. 

During Lent, Christians test themselves to fi nd how 
they might extend their limits. The three traditional 
Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 
may be taken as contemporary analogues of Jesus’ 
three temptations. Prayer is meant to raise the whole 
person into communion with the one God, the only 
one worthy of worship. Communal prayer reminds 
us of our connections with each other and forms a 
community of disciples. Fasting helps us know that 
yes, we can forgo food, and other less vital goods. 
Almsgiving forces us to acknowledge that “our” time, 
talent, and treasure were placed in our care so that we 
might hasten the coming of the City of God. Practiced 
faithfully for the season of Lent, prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving help restore, refresh, and re-create our 
relationships with God, others, and all of creation.

Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA.

“Journeying through the Revised Common Lectionary” 
copyright 2016, St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church. Weekly 
postings may be accessed at http://sttims.net/adulted/
journeying-through-the-lectionary/.

Prompting Conversations

• Luke uses Psalm 91’s promise of God’s care for 
the righteous as part of the devil’s temptation. 
Jesus reproves the devil, claiming that this is 
an unholy “test” of God. If so, then how should 
we understand prayers of petition? Do these 
test God?

• What are three temptations or tests you face? 
How will Lent help you meet them?

• What role do the three traditional Lenten 
practices of prayer, fasting, and charity work 
in your life?
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It is Friday morning and the sounds coming from the 
sanctuary of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church in 
Broomfi eld are not those of musicians rehearsing, or 

the Altar Guild preparing for Sunday services, or even the 
hum of the vacuum from the weekly cleaning crew. No, 
this morning’s sounds at Holy Comforter are those of 
construction and demolition,  of work boots and power 
tools. 

By Lena Sewell, Artistic Director, Broomfi eld Children’s Chorus
Interim Director, Administration and Communications, 
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
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The sounds are coming from the 
choir loft in the sanctuary, soon 
to be the home to a Hook Brothers 
1869 organ. Recently purchased 
from Saint John’s Cathedral in 
Denver, the Hook Organ, as it’s 
called, will soon begin its journey 
up Highway 36 to Broomfi eld. 
Every church has a story, every 
person a background, every pipe 
organ a history. The history of 
the Hook begins with two 19th-
century brothers, a teenage boy 
in the 20th century, and a 21st-
century church dedicated to 
serving its growing community.

Elias and George Hook, sons 
of a cabinetmaker in Salem, 
Massachusetts, built an incredibly 
beautiful instrument together 
in 1869, several decades after 
serving as apprentices to organ 
builder William Goodrich. Upon 
returning to Salem in 1824, they started their own 
fi rm. This particular instrument, Opus 476, is a two-
manual, 17-stop, tracker-action instrument contained 
in a beautiful free-standing walnut case with 
Victorian-stenciled facade pipes. First installed in the 
First Methodist Church of Lawrence, Massachusetts in 
1869, it was then purchased by Saint John’s in 2009. 
The Cathedral used it while their Kimball organ was 
being refurbished.

Present at the installation of 
the Cathedral’s Kimball organ in 
1937, Larry Burt, now 97 years 
old, is a founding member of Holy 
Comforter. Larry’s experience 
at the Cathedral sparked a 
lifelong love for pipe organs. 
He hand-built and maintained 
Holy Comforter’s original organ 
over a period of 50 years, 
acquiring pipes and parts from 
all over the state. Some pipes 
came to Denver shortly after 
the railroad arrived in 1872, 
while others came from local 
churches like First Presbyterian 
Church in Boulder. Larry also 
served as church organist for 
decades. As the organ’s need for 
new parts and repairs became 
cost-prohibitive, Larry served 

on the organ committee, 
which eventually identifi ed 
the Cathedral’s Hook as the 
perfect instrument for Holy 
Comforter.  

As part of a larger capital 
campaign, through the 
generosity of an anonymous 
donor and Saint John’s 
Cathedral, Holy Comforter 
agreed to purchase the 
Hook Brothers organ from 
Saint John’s, granting it a 
permanent home in the 
Episcopal Church of Colorado. 

The Reverend Kim Seidman, 
vicar at Holy Comforter, says:

“The Hook Brothers organ 
will be a cornerstone of 
our music ministry in 
Broomfi eld for generations 

to come. It will enrich our worship, attract 
accomplished organists, and support vibrant 
choral concerts. This organ is a custom gift for 
who we are and what God is doing in this place.”

As old pipes are moved out to be donated to other 
churches, Holy Comforter looks to its future. Nearly 
150 years old, the Hook Brothers organ will now be 
part of that future. John Murgel, organist at Holy 
Comforter, refl ects on how this historic instrument will 
serve the church, and the surrounding communities:

“This organ is beautiful in every aspect; a joy 
to play, to look at, and to hear. It’s also unique, 
providing Holy Comforter a great opportunity to 
reach out to other musicians and music students 
in the region for collaboration and education. 
I’m thrilled to know we are able to keep this 
instrument in Colorado.”

As the build process draws to a close in the Easter 
season, we invite you to visit Holy Comforter. Perhaps 
when you hear this instrument, you will remember its 
history and know that it was not just a pipe dream. 
Perhaps you will be reminded of that teenage boy, the 
cabinetmaker’s sons, a dedicated church, and a shared 
musical legacy between two dynamic congregations 
in The Episcopal Church in Colorado.

Photos courtesy of Lena SewellPhoto: Larry Burt

Photo: Demo of current organ
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Every Lent the Church invites us to the three 
traditional practices of prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. Many of our parishes off er wonderful 

opportunities when it comes to prayer as well as 
teaching on fasting, but many of us wonder how we 
can enter into almsgiving—or even what it is.

Almsgiving is an ancient practice that grew out of our 
Jewish heritage. The giving of alms is often defi ned 
as material service rendered to the poor for Christ’s 
sake. Jesus himself saw almsgiving as a necessary part 
of Christian life, teaching us how to act when we give 
alms (Matthew 6:2–3).

Christ commands us, as we hear every Holy Week, 
to wash (or perhaps one could say, care for) each 
other’s feet. One way we can give alms and enter into 
the spirit of this Gospel command is to gather socks, 
shoes, and other footcare products for the St. Francis 
Center. 

St. Francis Center is a daytime refuge for men and 
women who are homeless in the metro Denver area, 
providing shelter along with services that enable 
people to meet their basic needs for daily survival 
and to transition out of homelessness.

We are asking for donations of white tube-
socks, toenail clippers, athletes-foot powder, 

and men’s shoes. In the greatest demand 
are athletic shoes, work boots (steel toe if 
possible to help applicants with construction 

job opportunities), and hiking/walking boots.  
Men’s sizes 8–12 are most commonly requested. 

Homeless folks have a terrible time, being on their 
feet all the time, and have a very hard time keeping 

their feet clean and dry. These items are vital to 
helping our friends who are in great need 

and a wonderful way to directly connect 
with Christ’s command of care.

Typically, parishes ask members to 
bring the items to church during 
Lent; a designated person then 
collects them and delivers them 
to the fi nal location. 

Denver-area parishes may bring 
donated items directly to St. Francis 

Center at 2323 Curtis Street any day 
of the week, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Those 

outside of Denver are asked to donate these 
much-needed items to a local shelter.

For questions, please contact Br. James Patrick Hall at 
halljktt@gmail.com
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By The Reverend Canon Lou Blanchard, Canon Missioner
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Explore how the Benedictine Way of stability, 
obedience, and conversion of life can deepen 
congregational ministries of hospitality, generosity, 

and engagement in the local community. Our Anglican 
identity is rooted in and shaped by the Benedictine 
rhythm of work and prayer, and these workshops are 
designed to provide opportunities for prayer and 
renewal while exploring these areas together.

Empowered Leadership Workshops are for clergy, staff, 
wardens, vestry members, bishop’s committee members, 
and any other lay leaders of the congregation that would 
benefit from leadership formation in God’s mission. One 
of the greatest benefits of these gatherings is to network 
with other leaders in the region. Participants in these 
workshops have often commented that these gatherings 
break down the sense of isolation and generate a sense 
of participating in God’s mission together. Copies of 
policies and practices to create space for safe and 
responsible mission and ministry will be provided for 
each participating congregation.

Each workshop day will begin with prayer and meditation 
on scripture passages followed by a presentation on the 
Benedictine Way. Participants will then choose an area 
of hospitality, generosity, or engagement in the local 
community to explore more deeply and apply to their 
local congregation. 

Cost is $15.00 per person. Lunch is included. 

Workshops will be in each Region:

• March 5, Northwest Region, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

• March 12, High Plains Region, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

• April 2, Front Range Region, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

• April 23, Sangre de Cristo Region, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

• May 7, Southwest Region, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

register online at dioco.org

For questions, please contact The Reverend Canon Lou 
Blanchard, Congregational Development, Office of the 
Bishop, at LBlanchard@coloradodiocese.org.
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By Anita Sanborn, 

President, C
olorado Episcopal Foundation
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It’s no mystery that relationships are everything 
in a healthy parish. Being known, being invited 
to bring one’s gifts, and being thanked are 

ingredients in the “secret sauce” that strengthens 
relationships and builds community. In our harried, 
hurried, busyness, we forget to nurture the 
connections that make us a church. So the Colorado 
Episcopal Foundation is here to ask you: How do 
you practice gratitude and thankfulness as part of 
your ministry? Are these part of your personal Rule 
of Life? Part of your practice as a parish leader?

Expressing gratitude is the way we steward our 
relationships and connect with those who are 
giving to the life of the parish. In a short piece by 
Robert Hay, Jr., of the Presbyterian Foundation, 
titled “The Ancient Art of Thanking,” he points to 
the importance of building authentic relationships 
through communication: 
 

Hand-written notes! With all of the 
technologically advanced communications 
available to us, I think the best way to build 
authenticity in our communications is to go 
back to the simple hand-written note. The 
hand-written note tells the recipient you 
care enough about them to slow down YOUR 
busy day long enough to write them a note 
about how much you appreciate them. This 
simple act of giving thanks via a hand-written 
note will endear the recipient to you and will 
strengthen your relationship with them.

My own experience bears this out. I work with 
parishes throughout the diocese, with our 
Church Development Institute (CDI), and with the 
Foundation Trustees. And on the occasions when I 
have received a note from a vestry leader or trustee, 
or an individual who participated in one of our 
workshops, telling me they appreciated the work 
I did with them, it meant so much. The affi  rmation 
gave me the energy to strive to do more and do it 

better. I keep those notes in a “gratitude drawer” 
and periodically dig through those messages. This 
exercise never fails to make me smile and give me 
a renewed sense of commitment to my work.

How many of you have received a hand-written note 
from your rector thanking you for your response to 
the parish annual giving campaign? Asking people 
to give is important, but saying THANK YOU is even 
more powerful!

PUTTING GRATITUDE INTO PRACTICE

Hay reminds us that rectors, stewardship leaders,  
and senior wardens have a duty to say thank you. 
This duty belongs on their calendars: 

Here is a really practical way that you can 
achieve sending a hand-written note to 
everyone in your congregation. Take your 
church roll and divide it by 52 (for the 52 
weeks in a year). That’s how many notes you 
need to write a week. The most appropriate 
topic for the note would be simply to say 
thank you to them. Thank them for singing 
in the choir. Thank them for ushering. Thank 
them for leading a Sunday School class. Thank 
them for their fi nancial giving. Thank them for 
their leadership role in the congregation. And 
if you can’t come up with something specifi c 
to thank them for, then thank them for being 
a part of the church.

Print some thank-you notes with the church 
logo on them. Partner with the administrative 
staff  to prepare and address the envelopes 
each week. The notes do not need to be 
long. Keep it short and simple. Two or three 
sentences will do.

Continued on next page >>



My colleague, Pennie Goodman, is a wise woman 
and a long-time member of Holy Redeemer, Denver. 
She shared these refl ections about gratitude and 
being personally thanked. 

About expressing gratitude:

My mother had Alzheimer’s 
disease and was at the end 
of her life. She was shutting 
down and no longer eating, 
talking, or opening her 
eyes. However, I know she 
could hear me because her 
eyes would fl utter when I 
spoke. I held her hands and 
thanked her for being my 
mom and told her she was 
the best mother I could 
have had. She died that 
night, and the moments I spent thanking her 
have stayed with me all these 13+ years.

About how being thanked makes her feel: 

It does feel wonderful—warm and fuzzy—to 
know that you, and what you do, are valued 
and appreciated. Saying thank you is good 
for the giver and the recipient. Say ‘thank 
you’ to that little guy who holds the door 
open for you and watch his face. Say ‘thank 
you’ to the clerk who checks your groceries 
and that person might remember you forever. 
Say ‘thank you’ to the baby who gives you 
something and be ready to play the long 
game of thank you as that child hands over a 
lot of stuff . And each time baby can hear you 

say ‘thank you’ over and over again.

About being recognized: 

At Holy Redeemer, I have held almost every 
offi  ce, and served on almost every committee. 

When, on occasion, I have 
been singled out to be 
thanked, I felt that what I 
had done had value to the 
church. The point of helping 
is to add value. Being 
acknowledged for adding 
value means that you are 
being acknowledged as 
valuable to the church and 
to God. And it fi lls up your 
heart so you can keep on 
giving and serving.

About a great way to be thanked: 

My daughter in California, with every gift-
giving occasion, sends me pictures of my 
grandkids using the gifts I sent. I love being 
thanked that way.

Listen to a Millennial:

Another colleague, Monica Cox, speaks from her 
experience: 

I have been a long-time volunteer, and I can 
tell you that being thanked is the bread and 
bones of volunteer engagement and the 
antidote to burnout. Thanks can come in 
many ways. It is a smile of relief from the 

• Make it personal.

• Do it often.

• Use all forms of communication: a hug, a 
voicemail, a text message, an invitation to 
lunch, as well as that handwritten note.

• Form letters are sometimes necessary, but a 
short handwritten note on it shows you see me 
and my contribution.

• Take time once a quarter at vestry meetings to 
have each person on the vestry write a note to 
a parishioner thanking them for their fi nancial 
support of a specifi c ministry and say what it 
is accomplishing.  Example:  Dear Marie, Your 
gift to St. Paul’s this year helps to support 
our children’s Sunday school. This year more 
children than ever are participating.  Thank you 
for contributing to this ministry we share.

THE SECRET SAUCE OF STEWARDSHIP IS GRATITUDE

STEWARDSHIP DAY

Watch for news about the 2016 
Stewardship Day which will 
provide fresh insights into how 
our stewardship of everything 
(yes, and our money) is a spiritual 
practice. 
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• Saying “thank you” increases your generosity 
and compassion which has a positive eff ect on 
relationships.  Showing appreciation is good 
for givers and receivers.

• Grateful people tend to be more optimistic, 
a characteristic researchers say boosts the 
immune system.

• Being more optimistic brings positive energy, 
more joy, and more happiness into your daily life.

• Gratitude builds a positive “team spirit” in the 
work environment, at home, and in parish life.  
When we appreciate one another and EXPRESS 
it, we get along better and accomplish more.

• Cultivating a thankful mindset by writing in a 
gratitude journal as you prepare for rest each 
night has been shown to improve sleep and 
positively impact mood.

Adapted from source unknown

GRATITUDE IS GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

person you are helping, the listening ear of 
a fellow volunteer after a tough day, a quick 
thanks yelled after you from a staff  member 
as the door is closing behind you, or a batch 
of cookies brought in for your birthday. Each 
person needs to be seen and acknowledged 
through these interactions. 

But what about the formal thanks from someone 
who isn’t a volunteer? Are those meaningful as 
well? Most of the time, I open an email of thanks 
from an organization and there is a heartfelt 
thanks to “everyone,” followed by a plea for more 
volunteer hours, more supplies, or more money. I 
may be old-fashioned, but a thank you needs to be 
personal. It needs to be an in-person interaction or a 
hand-written thank-you card sent through the mail. 
The most heartfelt thank you that I ever received as 
a volunteer came from the volunteer coordinator 
at Metro Caring, in the form of a note I found in 
my mailbox one afternoon. This lovely lady had 
not only handwritten me a short thank you for my 
hours of service that year, but added in an anecdote 
that she sees that I show so much patience with the 
food bank shoppers that have mental illness. Talk 
about being not only appreciated but seen! 

RECEIVED WITH LOVE

Yes, we were all taught to say thank you. Has your 
expression of gratitude become an automatic 
response to a good deed or gift? An online blogger 
(unknown) suggests we deconstruct “thank you” 
by thinking of the underlying meaning in another 
language. For example, the Malaysian meaning of 
thank you—Teremakaseh—or “received with love.” 
Is there a better meaning than receiving something 
good with love?

See what happens when you use hand-written 
notes, when you make a point of expressing 
gratitude to colleagues, family members, fellow 
parishioners, and the woman at the checkout 
counter. Let this be part of our shared stewardship 
practice. It will lead to better relationships and 
increased giving in all forms.

Learn more about the Colorado Episcopal Foundation at coef.org. 

The Episcopal Church Foundation
1300 Washington Street, Denver, CO 80203
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In the last month or so 
I have been deeply in 
tune with my reasons 

for being a part of a church 
that I wouldn’t call my 
“home church”. While I 
am searching for all the 
truths this world has to 
offer, I have found that The 
Episcopal Church allows 
for two crucial things: the 
freedom to wonder and 
the freedom to fail. I think 

both of these come so easily to the people I have 
met within the denomination because grace is the 
emphasis. Even people I have met that were raised 
in The Episcopal Church but no longer identify as a 
“church-person” have this grace-filled attitude.

There are so many times in my experience as an 
Episcopal Service Corps member that I have felt 
unsure about my future with this body of faith. But, 
as I said, this last month has been a reminder to me of 
the things I am sure of. I love to make lists when I’m 
writing, I find that I am able to dissect my own thoughts 
for others without being too wordy. So here’s a short 
list (not including grace) of my reasons for loving The 
Episcopal Church for this season of my life:

1. History. There is so much history in this 
denomination. The liturgy, the prayers, The Book 
of Common Prayer. It’s all so rich! How surreal it is 
to me that we say the exact prayers being prayed 
hundreds and hundreds of years ago. It allows 
me to be connected to those who came before 
me. I heard it said that the “communion of saints” 
referenced in the Apostles’ Creed is easy to access 

By Courtney Kotowski, St. Columba House

when we pray what former Christians have prayed. 
We can jump into the bottomless pool of prayers 
with our historical floaties on. I also think there is 
less ego in some of these prayers, because priests 
aren’t writing them to appear clever or more holy. 
They are chosen for their orientation to God for 
years and years. I deeply appreciate this.

2. Modernity. Odd that I would choose two seemingly 
opposite qualities as the top two reasons I enjoy 
this church. If you are familiar with this body of 
faith, it won’t surprise you at all. Because like 
me, I am hoping you have come in contact with 
Episcopalians who don’t let things get in the way 
of walking with people as they walk with Christ. By 
“things” I do mean the big, controversial issues that 
we deal with in the contemporary Church. I have 
found that gender, sexual preference, lifestyle and 
background have no bearing on the willingness of 
priests, lay ministers or congregation members 
to love and welcome a new person. Every week, 
Rebecca (our rector and Colorado Episcopal 
Service Corps director) says “All are welcome at 
this table” when communion is ready to be served. 
She means it and I like that. In the context of our 
growing social landscape, I like that The Episcopal 
Church heads prayerfully into discussions about 
important spiritual matters but wants to help all 
people find the heart of Christ.

To be clear, I don’t think all Episcopalians appreciate the 
depth of their history. Nor do I think all Episcopalians 
are as welcoming as others. But these are matters for 
another day. For me, the relationship between history, 
grace, and modernity is so important. Because there 
is an understanding of the broadness and richness of 
Christianity (history), the church leaves so much room 
for the humanness of us all (grace) and is then able 
to move past the sometimes divisive cultural issues 
we deal with (modernity). I have received lots of grace 
in the last month and I am so grateful. What a real 
blessing it has been.

 
Colorado Episcopal Service Corps 
members are expected to blog as 
part of their commitment to being 
in community. The blogs have been 
thoughtful, interesting and individual 
windows into the experience of living 
in intentional community in Colorado.  

 

Visit https://coloradoescblog.wordpress.com to read all 
of our blog posts. 
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The Episcopal Church in 
Colorado Ordination

Saturday, June 18, 10:00 am 
at Saint John’s Cathedral, Denver

Please join with us in the ordination of 
11 individuals to the Sacred Order of 
Deacons and Sacred Order of Priests. 
All Clergy in The Episcopal Church in 
Colorado are invited and encouraged to 
attend as we shepherd and usher in this 
brand new class of clergy.  Clergy may 
vest in albs and red stoles.
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Spring Quest Youth Weekend   
April 1-3, 2016 at Frontier Ranch in Buena Vista 
 
The gravity of this world pulls us to make more, do more, and be more...all at the 
expense of our heart and soul. The gravity of Heaven pulls us to hope more, love 
more, and live more. In this topsy-turvy world, we need to know which way is really 
up. This Quest will explore how we are changed from the inside out so we can turn the 
world upside down. 

Quest incorporates general sessions with entertaining and powerful speakers, small 
group time, an engaging band, and plenty of community building activities to help foster 
spiritual growth throughout the weekend. Participants are encouraged to explore, ask 
questions, and dive into each theme in hopes that it will help them grow individually in 
their faith and corporately as a member within the church.

Quest is a retreat for students in the 6th-12th grade.

Register online at faith.episcopal.co/event/quest 
 

Registration deadline is March 11!
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Register Now for Family Summer Camp!
 

June 12–18 at Cathedral Ridge

This is a camp for the whole family to enjoy! 
Reconnect with God and your family at this 
one-week summer camp. Programming for 
adults, youth, and children will be available. 
Enjoy hiking, the ropes course, games, crafts, 
as well as mindful prayer and guest speakers. 
This is a great pre-planned family vacation 
just for you! 

Register today at faith.episcopal.co/events
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looking ahead

Road to Ministry Leadership
Saturday, May 14, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at Calvary 
Episcopal Church in Golden. For all those thinking about, 
wondering about, or wanting to seek leadership in the 
Episcopal Church in Colorado. Register at dioco.org in 
March. For questions, please contact Dianne Draper at 
ddraper@coloradodiocese.org. 

Family Summer Camp
June 12 to 18, at Cathedral Ridge. This is a camp for the 
whole family to enjoy! Reconnect with God and your 
family at this one-week summer camp. Programming 
for adults, youth, and children will be available. Enjoy 
hiking, the ropes course, games, crafts, as well as mindful 
prayer and guest speakers. This is a great family vacation 
just for you! Learn more at faith.episcopal.co/events.

Ordination
Saturday, June 18, 10:00 am at Saint John’s Cathedral, 
Denver. Please join with us in the ordination of 11 
individuals to the Sacred Order of Deacons and Sacred 
Order of Priests. All Clergy in The Episcopal Church in 
Colorado are invited and encouraged to attend as we 
shepherd and usher in this brand new class of clergy.  
Clergy may vest in albs and red stoles.
 

Explore Camp
June 26 to July 2, at Cathedral Ridge. Play in the dirt, 
go hiking, challenge on the ropes course, splash on the 
waterslide, make arts and crafts, experience creative 
worship, bask in campfires… What else could you 
want for your 8-14-year-old at camp? Learn more at 
cathedralridge.org. 


