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All Saints Parish Hall Renovation
Sustainable Elements

Energy Effi ciency
windows

ceiling fans
Energy Star™ lighting, appliances

tankless water heater
insulation

automatic lighting in bathrooms

Water Effi ciency
dual fl ush toilets

water fountain with glass fi ller
low fl ow faucets

no garbage disposal in sink

Outdoors
permeable pavers set in sand

rain chains/gravel for water fi ltration
native plants planned

Reuse/Recycle
original entry door and window trim

re-engineering of  existing HVAC
recycled glass counters

reclaimed wood furniture
compostable, soy-based carpet squares

composite wood for some fl ooring
original kitchen appliances to new business

diverted 73% of  demolition waste from 
landfi ll

Local Resourcing (NC)
kitchen cabinets

curtains and window shades
interior doors

colonnade bricks
craftsman, contractor, architect
Indoor Environmental Quality

low VOC paints
linoleum fl oors

asbestos removal

ADA Compliant

      It was not long after completion of  
a major renovation to All Saints’ worship 
and offi ce space in 2004 that the eyes of  
the congregation turned to the Parish Hall.   
Not only did the renewed sanctuary cause 
the forty-year old hall next door to look 
“old and busted,” but sorely needed repairs 
and very different ministries than those for 
which the hall was built required an “extreme 
makeover.”
      In the fall of  2008, a call went out 
to parishioners to join in a Community 
Campaign, while a Renovation Team was 
assembled to imagine options for addressing 
the present and future needs of  the church.  
Not all the money raised in a prior capital 
campaign for the church and offi ces had been 
spent, and additional gifts and pledges gave 
the Team a budget of  $625,000 with which to 
work.
      The Team was directed by the vestry to 
stay within the 1425 square foot-print of  the 

old building, and to create a space, inside 
and out, that was fl exible and useful for the 
current and anticipated ministries of  the 
church, and as “green” as possible. 
     Among the fi rst steps in the process was to 
bring a LEED-certifi ed architect and designer 
into the conversation.  Jill Spaeh, of  Spaeh 
Architecture+Environments quickly became 
an enthusiastic participant in the project.
     Through the months of  planning and just 
under a year of  renovation, the congregation, 
the architect, and the various contractors 
successfully fulfi lled the church’s expectations, 
while exercising environmental stewardship 
to such an extent that when the local 
Chamber of  Commerce awarded the fi rst 
annual Triad Green Awards in April of  2010, 
All Saints received recognition for the best 
Rehabilitation project of  the year. 
     The project resulted in much more than 
a renovated Parish Hall.  Awareness of  
the value of  reusing and recycling rather 

Parish Hall       green

Award-Winning Project has educated congregation, 
while creating a welcoming space for the community

goes
By the Rev. Warren Pittman

A Light-Filled Space
Opening/closing 
windows and using ceiling 
fans were the more 
effi cient, “old-fashioned” 
method of  heating and 
cooling this bright,
light-fi lled space.

This graphic is a replication of a bookmark All Saints created to highlight the
 features incorporated into their “green” parish hall project. This is just one of the many 

educational opportunities that were done in conjunction with the project.
>
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When the local Chamber of  Commerce awarded the 
fi rst annual Triad Green Awards this April, All Saints 
received recognition for the “Best Rehabilitation 
Project of  the Year.”  
                       
                            

The Rev. Warren Pittman is Rector at All Saints Episcopal 
Church in Greensboro, NC. He welcomes questions and 
tours for anyone interested in learing more about this 
project. Contact: (336) 299-0705.

than disposing of  building materials (73% of  
demolition waste was not put into a landfi ll), 
learning more about the environmental impact 
of  new materials, the re-landscaping of  the space 

around the Hall, and planning for the “greenest” 
use of  the new space has all been documented, to help 

parishioners and guests of  All Saints improve their 
own environmental stewardship at home and in the 
wider community.

     Aside from the predictable presence of  CFL lighting and low-fl ow plumbing 
in the Hall, the new design includes cabinetry custom-crafted of  wood 
reclaimed from the old pews of  a nearby Presbyterian Church; hardwood 
fl ooring that includes recycled lumber; recycled glass counters; compostable 
soy-based carpeting; a high speed dishwater with a tankless water heating 
system that precludes the use of  disposable dishes, cups and fl atware; and 
recycled aluminum rain chains that help fi lter and resupply the ground water 
from which the landscape draws its irrigation.
       Absent are the expected solar panels on the roof, left out of  the plan after 
consideration because of  the orientation of  the building, and geo-thermal 
heating and air conditioning, deferred when it was decided to reengineer the 
current functioning HVAC system to make it more effi cient, especially when 
used with new ceiling fans and that most “old-fashioned” method of  heating 
and cooling, namely opening and closing windows!    
      Also “missing” is a LEED certifi cation for the building, considering the 
comprehensive efforts to follow LEED guidelines.  We rebuilt out of  care and 
concern for God’s creation.  That was enough for us.       
      All Saints has already conducted its fi rst “Renovation Tour” for another 
church embarking on “Green” construction, and welcomes guests at most any 
time to come and see, and to join the congregation in learning the continued 
benefi ts and blessings of  this effort. 
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  Rain chains outside the hall 
  are beautiful and functional.
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GREENGRANTS
Would your church like to shrink its carbon footprint with a new “green” project or renovation, 
but you can’t seem to fi nd the “green” to make this happen?  The North Carolina Episcopal 
Foundation’s Green Grants program may offer the solution!

About Green Grants
In 2009, the Foundation awarded six grants with $20,000 that had been set aside for green projects that would help encourage congregational 
efforts to be faithful stewards of  the earth God has created. The grants are awarded in amounts up to $5,000. This highly successful program has 
continued in 2010, and funds from this special initiative remain available for any parish or mission to apply.

According to the application guidelines, projects considered for the money include those that:
Reduce the consumption of  energy and other natural resources required for the operation of  a congregation’s facilities. Examples include new in-
sulation, more energy-effi cient heating and cooling systems, new doors or windows, more effi cient plumbing fi xtures, energy-effi cient heating and 
cooling systems, landscaping that reduces heating or cooling costs.

Correct a problem in a congregational facility that is contributing to environmental degradation. Examples could include landscaping to reduce 
run-off, damaged septic systems.

Churches that have received   Churches that have received    
2009 grants include:   2010 grants include:
Good Shepherd, Rocky Mount  Church of  the Reedemer, Greensboro
St. Mary’s, High Point   St. Luke’s, Durham
St. Luke’s, Durham
St. Luke’s, Salisbury
Christ Church, Walnut Cove
Emmanuel, Southern Pines

“We were thrilled when we heard that the North Carolina Episcopal Church Foundation would underwrite the cost of  
two Automatic Indoor Compost Tumblers; one for the Church and the other for the Episcopal Day School, which is 
part of  our campus,” said Jacqueline P. Stewart, Chair, Emmanuel’s Environmental Awareness Committee, who said 
unused kitchen scraps are now being turned into black gold.

Applying for a Grant
The Foundation is scheduled to meet in early December, and grants must be submitted six-weeks prior to their 
meeting to allow time for a site visit and application review.

To apply, simply fi ll out a form that asks for project-related information, as well as some basic organizational and 
fi nancial information. Contact Donna Warner for grant applications or with questions, at 919.834.7474, ext. 5310 
or donna.warner@episdionc.org.

By Sarah Herr

Laurie Holden retrieves a pot of black 
gold, aka compost from new 
Automatic Indoor Compost Tumblers.  

Laurie Holden retrieves a pot of black

The Chartered Committee

Environmental Ministry
CALLED TO BE STEWARDS OF ALL CREATION: 
THE BODY OF GOD

Environmental Ministry

Looking for Other Resources?
The Chartered Committee on Environmental Ministry has posted several resources 
for congregations online, and is itself  a resource for churches seeking environmental 
information. A few of  the available resources include: 

• Information on starting an Environmental Stewardship Committee
• Continuing work for existing Environmental Stewardship Committees
• A Liturgical Guide to Celebrating God’s Creation
• Adult Formation Resources
• Resolutions on Environmental Stewardship

The Rev. Thomas Droppers, 
Chair                                                              
tdrops@triad.rr.com  

Dorothy Darr, 
Co-Chair
dorothy1@northstate.net

Find these resources and more at ww.episdionc.org, click on committees 
and fi nd the Committee for Environmental Ministry.

The Chartered Committee
on the 


