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Faith. Formation.
What is required to take us to the next level in our commitment 
to evangelize with youth and young adults? It is about 
formation—embracing those practices by which we ourselves 
enter into that deep center of life to which Jesus invites us. 
Formation. Formation. Formation. Substantive resources. 
Accessible and available opportunities. Regular and consistent 
invitations. Consistent practice. In every community across this 
diocese.

A Time of Rebirth 
in an Unexpected Way
In Grand Junction, Nativity Episcopal Church’s congregation has 
taken on a decidedly diverse feel these days. In addition to the 
usual assortment of Episcopalians, the parish has been actively 
reaching out to “agnostic gerbils, Baptist cats, Presbyterian 
dogs, non-denominational rabbits.…”

On the Edges of Life
When The Reverend Sally Brown was ordained a deacon in 
1987, it happened to be the weekend of the big garage sale at 
St. Thomas, Denver, her home parish. With the fellowship hall 
thus occupied, her reception got pushed out onto the streets 
around the church. “And I’ve been in the streets ever since,” 
Brown recalls. “Maybe there was God’s handwriting in the 
street. I’ve always worked with folks on the edges of life.”

Valet & Hot Sauce
Like the valet at any hotel or fine dining establishment, Jesse 
Brown parks and retrieves patrons’ vehicles, helps them with 
their luggage, and remains courteous at all times. Guests know 
he can be trusted to keep their belongings safe. Unlike other 
valets, Brown has clients who tend toward homelessness. Their 
possessions are stuffed in backpacks or shopping carts, and 
their vehicles generally have just two wheels.

Creating the Future Together
In 1983, a small group of lay and clergy leaders had a bold 
vision. They dreamt of providing a special financial support 
network for the work of the Episcopal Church in Colorado—the 
Colorado Episcopal Foundation. Today, their legacy provides for 
the ongoing stewardship of assets to serve every parish and 
Episcopalian in Colorado. 
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After many years in newspaper format, 
the Colorado Episcopalian is being 
reborn as a magazine. We are excited 
about the opportunities we have to reach 
new audiences through this magazine 
format as well as its usability as a digital 
publication.  

As we are called to be stewards of our 
earthly home and conscious of resources 
required for print publications, we invite 
you to let us know if you’d prefer to 
receive this publication in print form 
by mail, or if you’d like to receive the 
Colorado Episcopalian via email in an 
easy to read digital format. If you have not 
done so already, please let us know your 
preference by emailing communications@
coloradodiocese.org. 

- Mike Orr, Director of Communications
The Episcopal Church in Colorado
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When it comes to the birth of Jesus, 
you would think that something as 
momentous, life-altering, and universally 

signifi cant as the arrival of the Messiah and the 
redemption of the human race by the Christ of 
God would be at least reasonably self-evident to 
any reasonably attentive individual. 

All the evidence, though, is to the contrary. 

When Jesus was born, it took place in obscurity 
under the cover of darkness while the vast majority 
of the world was asleep. So far as epiphanies go, 
it was rather counterintuitive, if not completely 
unremarkable—as if to say, “This is how God 
intends to redeem the world? Really?” The birth of 
Jesus was, as Philips Brooks put it, virtually a non-
event. “How silently, how silently, the wondrous 
gift is given,” he wrote, “when God imparts to 
human hearts the blessings of God’s heaven.…”

It is amazing to consider how hidden the presence 
of God can be in our lives, even when the need 
for divine love in this world is so very evident. 
More often than not, the activity of grace—
the “God moments” of our lives—just plain go 
unnoticed. Our awareness of God’s activity in this 
world simply seems to get lost in the details and 
demands of each day. Which is why, of course, we 
need the season of Advent, which circles around 
every year like a familiar friend. Inviting us to 
renew our relationship with God, Advent issues a 
necessary and provocative challenge to all of us: 
“Wake up. For God’s sake, wake up!”

Pointing the Way
(Well, actually, it’s called Evangelism)

By Bishop Robert O’Neill

Continued on next page >>
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Central to the season of Advent, of course, is the 
fi gure of John the Baptist. 

Quirky, enigmatic, and simultaneously inviting and 
off -putting, John the Baptist stands outside the 
mainstream. John is one who has some distance and 
perspective to off er the preoccupied masses. John is 
one who takes time to look and to watch and to pay 
attention to the signs of God’s 
movement in the world. Most 
important, John points the 
way so others might discover 
and experience for themselves 
the redemptive love of God 
breaking into human life. 
“Be transformed,” John says, 
“the kingdom of heaven is 
here.” John’s remarkably 
simple gesture—pointing 
the way and extending the 
invitation—is absolutely necessary. John invites 
others to see and know and experience the redeeming 
love of Jesus in a darkened and unenlightened world.

This is evangelism—a work, an activity, a spiritual 
discipline—a practice that is absolutely central to our 
life as the Body of Christ.

As I said at our diocesan convention this past October, 
we must understand that the cultural and religious 
landscape around us has shifted. We must recognize 
that the inherited and unchallenged assumptions 
of our past will not serve us well in the work of the 
gospel today. Gone are the days when we can assume 
that most folks have at least a modest and working 
awareness of Judeo-Christian tradition. Gone are the 
days when we can assume that anyone seeks out a 

church to attend just because that is the cultural norm. 
Gone are the days when we can delude ourselves into 
thinking that if we just build an attractive-enough 
building people will fi nd their way to us and into 
the heart of the gospel. That, as the Eighth Bishop of 
Colorado, Bill Frey, used to say, is like “building the 
most attractive aquarium possible by the seashore 
and then hoping the fi sh will jump in.”

Evangelism, in fact, 
is actually not about 
inviting someone to 
Church. Rather, it is 
about inviting others 
into the life-changing 
reality of a dynamic 
and living relationship 
with the living God in 
Jesus. “Evangelism,” 
said Archbishop William 

Temple, “is the presentation of Jesus Christ in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, in such ways that persons 
may be led to believe in Him as Saviour, and follow 
Him as Lord within the fellowship of His Church.” 

This is our life’s work, this work of evangelism. We 
commit ourselves to it at baptism when we say that we 
will “proclaim by word and example the Good News 
of God in Christ.” It is not an optional exercise. As N. T. 
Wright once put it, the good news of God’s kingdom 
“did not spread by magic.” As Andy Doyle, the Bishop 
of Texas, says, “the very work of the Church is to bring 
people to God.”  It doesn’t get any clearer than that. 
The fact is, evangelism is one of the essential marks of 
mission—a fundamental and indispensable piece of 
Christian identity and life. It’s just who we are: people 
who are called to point the way, to proclaim to those who 

“This is evangelism—a work, 
an activity, a spiritual 
discipline—a practice that 
is absolutely central to 
our life as the Body of 
Christ.”

“We are, all of us, heirs of the gift of evangelism. 
            So for God’s sake,  and for the sake of the human race, 
                            let’s claim it—boldly.”
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do not know it the good news of the love that is Jesus in a 
world desperate to know what true love looks like. 

There you are. Evangelism is a life-giving enterprise.

I am always mindful that I would not have experienced 
the love of Jesus (and I certainly would not be writing 
this article as the Tenth Bishop of Colorado) if Russell 
C. Cushman of Navasota, Texas, had not invited me 
years ago into an ongoing conversation about Jesus 
and about how that relationship might change my 
life. “Who do you think Jesus is?” he would ask. 
“What do you think it really means to follow Jesus?” 
he would say. Or, “What do you think it means to be a 
disciple? Have you ever experienced the Holy Spirit?” 
he wondered. Those conversations between two 
college freshmen raised the most basic issues of the 
Christian faith and life with a plainness and simplicity 
that most of us avoid but is, at the same time, most 
desperately needed. Ours was not a conversation 
about “the Church” but a conversation about the 
reality of life in a dynamic relationship with the living 
God in Jesus. Talk about transformational. It changed 
my life. For that, I will always be grateful. 

I am mindful too, for that matter, that none of us in 
The Episcopal Church in Colorado would be engaged 
in our common life and ministry unless we had similar 
stories—unless others, somewhere in our past, who 
knew something of the love of Jesus, had taken 
the time to share that love, to point the way, and to 
invite us into an intentional, thoughtful, and ongoing 
relationship with the living God in Christ.

We are, all of us, heirs of the gift of evangelism. So for 
God’s sake, and for the sake of the human race, let’s 
claim it—boldly.

It’s a fact. We all need help to see—to accustom our 
eyes and ears and hearts and minds to recognize and 
understand and respond to what God is already doing 
in this world around us, how God is always at the door, 
ready to break into human hearts and lives through 
the love that is Jesus. Someone needs to have the 
perspective and the distance and the attentiveness 
and the gumption to point the way and to extend an 
invitation—to “be transformed and to bear the fruit 
of divine transformation” in our own lives. This is 
why the fi gure of John the Baptist is so important in 
Christian tradition. 

So here is the question of the season: in our darkened 
and troubled world, who will point the way into love, 
and into life, if we do not?

“We are, all of us, heirs of the gift of evangelism. 
            So for God’s sake,  and for the sake of the human race, 
                            let’s claim it—boldly.”
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“But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ….” —Ephesians 4:15

Two years ago, speaking at the 126th Diocesan 
Convention on the Feast of Saint Francis, the Right 
Reverend Robert O’Neill, Bishop of Colorado, 

relayed the well-known story of Saint Francis’ 
conversion. “Build My Church,” Francis heard Jesus 
say to him as he prayed at the foot of the San Damiano 
Cross. At first, taking this vision literally, Francis set out 
to build an actual stones-and-mortar church. He then 
realized the vision was about building spirituality; it 
was about formation. 

Bishop O’Neill challenged us with the words Francis 
heard—“Build My Church”— asking us:

What is required to take us to the next level in our 
commitment to evangelize with youth and young 
adults? If you ask me, it is about formation—
embracing those practices by which we ourselves 
enter into that deep center of life to which Jesus 
invites us. Formation. Formation. Formation. 
Substantive resources. Accessible and available 
opportunities. Regular and consistent invitations. 
Consistent practice. In every community across 
this diocese.

The Bishop’s challenge soon produced a formation 
visioning team. After intensive study and deliberation 
through 2014, the group recommended the creation 
of a faith formation office to help every Episcopal 
congregation in Colorado tap into the collective talent 
and wisdom of the diocese to create meaningful 
communities of learning and formation. This new office 
would work effectively, creatively, and imaginatively. 
The group further identified its four key principles for 
faith formation, saying formation should be:

• relational and transformational.
• grounded in the Bible, in community, and in prayer 

and worship.
• missional, cultivating vocation, service, and human 

flourishing.
• intentional, committed, and disciplined.
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.”By The Reverend Canon Ken Malcolm, 
Canon Missioner for Leadership 
Development & Formation

4



We have worked diligently to staff the Formation 
office to honor these key principles.  Lara Beckwith 
now coordinates youth and children’s faith formation, 
especially summer programming and camps at 
Cathedral Ridge. Joseph Wolyniak joined the 
Formation office in August. He focuses his energy on 
discipleship and theological education, coordinating 
networks, trainings, and resource sharing for adult 
and intergenerational faith-formation leaders. Joe 
also develops year-round programming at Cathedral 
Ridge.

The job of the Formation office can be explained 
simply: To increase capacity in all our churches by 
identifying existing faith-formation resources and 
making them available (sharing them) with the whole 
church. 

Additionally, we offer theological education and 
formation online and face-to-face, adopting as our 
core value: “Living out the mission of the Church 
by proclaiming the Incarnate love of Jesus through 
servanthood and discipleship.” 

We didn’t stop there: our faith formation website 
went live in early October at http://faith.episcopal.co.

Faith.episcopal.co is a content-rich, interactive 
learning platform. It makes resources for 
transformation available to everyone. We hope you 
log on every morning for the Daily Office, timely blog 
posts, commentary, resources for liturgical seasons, 
preaching, and formation ideas for Christians of 
all ages. It’s the place where we will host classes 
and trainings, allowing you to explore biblical and 
theological topics across our diocese.

The new site also offers inspiration, to help us all “to 
learn, to form, and to be transformed in the ways of 
love,” as Bishop O’Neill explained to us in October 
2015.

As we continue to develop our online and virtual 
formation tools, we have put together some events 
that bring us together as a diocese. We are offering 
the following programs in 2015–2016. (Note that all 
but two of the events listed below will be held at The 
Center at Cathedral Ridge.)

•	 “Abide.” An Advent Quiet Retreat, December 
11–13

•	 “Now What?” Youth Retreat, January 8–11 

•	 “Longing: A Lenten Journey,” February 26–28

•	 Quest Youth Event, April 1–3, Frontier Ranch, 
Buena Vista

•	 HR-EQ Training, May 4–7

•	 Family Camp, June 12–18

•	 Explore Camp, June 26–July 2

•	 Cosmos Camp, July 17–23

•	 Youth Service / Counselor Training, June 26–July 
2; July 17–23

•	 Colorado Youth Leadership Initiative, Year I, July 
31–Aug. 6

•	 Reading Holy Scriptures Retreat w/ Dr. Greg 
Garrett, first week of August

•	 Celtic Spirituality Retreat w/ Dr. Greg Garrett, 
last week of October

“Abide,” an Advent Quiet Retreat, December 11–13, 
prompts us to slow down and to take a deep breath 
during this the busiest of seasons. Experience the 
quiet expectancy of Advent as it is meant to be, with 
daily prayer and spiritual reflection. Spiritual direction 
will also be offered to those who are interested in 
deeper investigation into contemplative spiritual 
practice. For more information about this and other 
opportunities, visit http://faith.episcopal.co.

The challenge of Ephesians 4:15—“growing in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ”—is 
something we cannot do alone. It is my prayer that 
together we can hear what Francis heard and do what 
Francis did: “Build My Church!” 

The Reverend Canon Ken Malcolm is Canon Missioner 
for Leadership Development & Formation. He can be 
reached at kmalcolm@coloradodiocese.org.
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For most of us, the holiday season goes something 
like this: frantic travel to-and-fro, Thanksgiving 
gorge-fest, frenetic shopping, list-crossing, gift-

wrapping, tree-dressing, present-sharing, picture-
taking, church-going, Christmastide repast, pause, 
more frantic travel, New Year’s (making it to midnight 
if you’re lucky), half-hearted resolution-making, then 
back to work.

It all happens in the blink of an elfin eye… quicker than 
you can blurt “Happy Holidays!” to the next passerby 
who greets you with the same.

We tend to refer to this free-for-all as “the holidays,” 
notably in the collective. It is as if the whole month-
plus season is thrown into a blender and emulsified 
into a festal mush—holiday after holiday whooshing 
by, one moment indistinguishable from the next. 
Fitting, then, that the very word “holidays” is but a 
contraction of “holy days,” rammed together into 
single term with nary a breath space between.

The temptation in this ever-busy season is to slip 
into a state of heedless acquiescence, mechanically 
muddling through from one thing to the next until 
we’ve made it through the whiz and whirl. All too 
quickly we can find ourselves adrift—dragged out of 
any spiritually regardful state, lost amid trifling hustle 
and bustle.

If we are to more than just survive this season, if 
we are to thrive spiritually in these holy days, 

we must begin by seeing Advent as a time 
set apart from all other time. A time of 

intentional waiting amidst 
otherwise frenzied 

doing, slowing down 
to wrest ourselves 

from the dizzying busyness. A time when we re-center 
ourselves, stretched as we are in a million different 
directions with manifold demands. Recalling the 
story of our salvation—from God’s faithfulness to 
Israel to Mary’s yes—we take this time to reawaken 
anticipation. Immanuel has come and will come again. 
We need only be.

Being still in the presence of God, especially in this 
season that demands so much, will help us recapture 
the oft-neglected invitation at the heart of Advent: 
to a deepened spiritual practice. Advent is not just a 
season; it is a virtue, a vigilant discipline that tends 
the rekindling of hope. This stretch of intentional 
waiting and heedful recollection summons us to daily 
conversion and surrender, a reorientation of our lives 
away from the meaningless and towards the truly 
meaningful. And there is no better time than this 
preoccupied present to begin.

Cultivating this Advent virtue will not be easy, as 
Anglican theologian Evelyn Underhill reminds us: 

Virtue, perfect rightness of correspondence 
with our present surroundings, perfect 
consistency of our deeds with our best ideas, 
is hard work. It means the sublimation of 
crude instinct, the steady control of impulse 
by such reason as we possess; and perpetually 
forces us to use on new and higher levels that 
machinery of habit-formation, that power of 
implanting tendencies in the plastic psyche, 
to which man owes his earthly dominance. 

But here is the good news: we do not have to go at 
it alone. God has already met us more than halfway. 
Our task, in these holy days, is simply to breathe, 
make space, pray. And, in so doing, open our hearts to 
receive the true gift of God’s abundant grace always 
and everywhere on offer—if hidden in plain sight 
amidst these hurried holidays.

This Advent, may we not fall prey to mere plodding 
and purchasing. May we instead truly live into the 

Advent virtue of presence and prayer, receiving all 
God has to give.

By Joseph Wolyniak, Missioner for Discipleship & Theological Education
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In Grand Junction, Nativity Episcopal Church’s 
congregation has taken on a decidedly diverse feel 
these days. In addition to the usual assortment of 

Episcopalians, the parish, according to its website, has 
been actively reaching out to “agnostic gerbils, Baptist 
cats, Presbyterian dogs, non-denominational rabbits.…” 

And they’ve been coming. In droves. 

Nativity’s ministry, “Paws for a Blessing,” was 
originally envisioned as a once-a-month Sunday 
afternoon service that would welcome people 
from the community, and their animals, for a prayer 
session and pet blessing. That group of pets and pet 
lovers had soon formed a special congregation and 
began to attract a number of worshippers to Nativity 

who were otherwise not attending church.  

Nativity then added a twice-yearly memorial 
service for beloved pets who had died. Next came 
a ministry to bless animals in shelters and to 

participate in “Fill the Bowl,” a U.S. Humane Society 
project to gather pet food and supplies for people 

who are low-income or homeless. 

The response has been overwhelming, church 
leaders say. “Many people are connected to 
God through animals,” says the Reverend Teri 
Shecter, Nativity’s deacon and one of the 
driving forces behind the animal ministry. 
“They may not even be able to articulate 
that. But where they don’t feel connected to 
creation in a church setting, they certainly 
are able to do that with the assistance of 
animals. Many people have a deep love 
for animals and feel there’s a place for 
honoring and recognizing that.” 

This past October, Nativity celebrated the 
Feast of St. Francis with an all-day Animal 

Care Fair that drew dozens of exhibitors, 
including animal rescue and advocacy 
groups, commercial businesses, and service 
providers. One parishioner, Brian Wiseman, 

DVM, provided steeply discounted pet 
vaccinations. There were seminars on dog 
training, animal fi rst aid, cat behavior, 
and animal hospice care. There were 
demonstrations featuring llamas and 
how llama fl eece is spun into wool. 
Artistic parishioners sold animal-themed 

paintings, note cards, and jewelry.

“It was an amazing day,” said The Reverend 
Nature Johnston, Nativity’s rector. “We were 

By The Reverend Rebecca Jones

Continued on next page >>
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inundated. We ran out of room for all the people and 
groups that wanted to take part. We’re starting the 
planning for next year’s Care Fair this January.”

Meanwhile, the church’s attendance and financial 
health has taken a decided turn for the better. Just 
three years ago, Nativity was a parish on the edge of 
extinction. And while it’s not yet out of the woods, 
Johnston is confident: “We’re getting close to meeting 
our sustainability goals,” she says. “It’s incredible, 
because not that long ago, we were in a very dark 
time.”

In 2012, parish leaders projected that the church 
would probably have exhausted its resources by the 
summer of 2015 and would need to close by that 
time. They began planning for a death. Instead, they 
found rebirth. 

“It may be that facing closure freed us up a bit,” 
Johnson said. “ The word that prevailed at that time 
was ‘passion.’ We had three passions at that time 
that coalesced. One was care for creation. That was 
very strong. Another was the mystical expression 
of Christianity. And the third was a real educational 
impulse.”

The desire to care for creation evolved into the Paws 
for a Blessing monthly service and the associated 
animal-related ministries. The interest in mystical 

Christianity developed into the establishment of a 
centering prayer group. 

The interest in education led the parish to launch 
“Spiritual University,” which features in-depth 
teaching, usually involving DVDs of such profound 
spiritual thinkers as Richard Rohr, Marcus Borg, and 
Walter Brueggemann. 

Giving the parish permission to live into its passions 
has been life-changing, she says. 

“I can tell you that we’ve had two growth bumps since 
we started this whole passion-oriented ministry,” she 
said. “Our first growth bump was in 2013, when all of 
a sudden, we had an influx of new people. This year, 
we’ve had another growth bump, much larger. I don’t 
know what to make of it. I’m sort of shocked.” 

“I don’t think you can say there’s been a one-to-one 
cause-and-effect relationship,” Johnston said. “But 
I think it has to do with energy and passion. I think 
people are aware of that. When people visit for the 
first time, maybe that’s part of what draws them back 
for a return visit.” 

Parishioner Jan Head says the animal ministry has 
become a great source of pride at Nativity. “It’s 
created a unique connection with the community,” 
she says. “Most Sunday evenings, we have more 
nonmembers attending our Paws service than we 
have parishioners. People like the fact that we’re 
doing this, paying attention to something outside our 
own walls, extending God’s love into the community.”
 
Lynne Habberfield, now a part-time accountant at 
Nativity, was one of those first drawn to the church 
because of its animal ministry. Mourning the death 
of a dog at the animal shelter where she volunteers, 
Lynne attended a Paws for a Blessing service to say a 
prayer for the dog. She came back the next month. And 
the next. Now she’s a regular. “We need to do more to 
promote the human/animal bond,” Lynne says. “The 
animals don’t need to be blessed as much as we need 
to bless them, to remind us of the part they play in our 
lives.”

Shecter agrees. “One of the most important parts 
about us doing this, showing up in collars as leaders 
of the church, is to say that these things are extremely 
important to us. It’s not just a pat on the animal’s 
head, but it’s creating an awareness that the fate of 
the animals is our fate too. We need to acknowledge 
what a deep issue this is, both spiritually and 
environmentally.”

Deacon Teri Shecter and The Reverend Nature Johnston 
bless cats as part of Nativity’s animal ministry. 
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Nativity hopes to continue to expand its animal-
centered and creation-centered ministries. This fall, 
it awarded its first ever Environmental Excellence 
Award—$500—to the Sustainability Council 
at Mesa State University.  “We went out in the 
community and looked for organizations we felt 
were benefitting the earth and the environment,” 
Johnston said. 

The church, which sits on two acres that back up 
to wilderness and a pond, put in a walking path 
and installed a bat house and two owl houses. 
It’s seeking to become a greener congregation, 
focusing on reducing waste and possibly going to 
organic weed control. An outdoor labyrinth is also 
in the planning stage. 

“We have a lot on the drawing board,” Johnson said. 
“We may perhaps inaugurate a different sort of 
worship service too, such as a Celtic service. Celtic 
spirituality is very much in tune with the earth, the 
seasons. Maybe we’ll start offering that liturgy once 
a month on a Saturday night as a really explicit way 
of emphasizing the earth and the environment.”

As the chaplains to the retired (Provinces 
V, VI, and VII) arrived at Camp Allen 
in Navasota, Texas on October 6, the 

weather was in the 70s. The occasion? A Church 
Pension Group (CPG) annual meeting. Updates 
on the work of the CPG were presented by 
the CPG’s senior vice president for health and 
wellness, Kathleen Floyd. Also speaking were 
The Reverend Laura Queen and Sean Scheller, 
also from the Fund. We learned that the Fund 
has grown its assets of $8.7 million in 1917 
to its current assets of $12.1 billion. An EXCEL 
workshop was offered, but most of us crowded 
into workshops on New Chaplain Orientation 
and Pastoral Care of Retirees. 

The Reverend Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, of St. 
Luke’s in Metuchen, New Jersey, read from her 
book, The Courage to Grow Old. She spoke about 
what it means personally to be growing older—
her thoughts, decisions, relationship choices, 
and letting go. For me, the most thought 
provoking and intriguing topic was the last 
essay in the book, entitled, “The Two Baskets.” 
This essay discusses linear time and “eternal 
now.” What happens when this life is over, she 
asks? Where were we before we became what 
we are? What’s next? The smaller basket sits 
inside the larger basket. The smaller basket is 
time as we know it—linear.  The larger basket 
she refers to as “the also life.” The larger basket 
contains all existence—“all in all,” to quote Paul. 
The Good News is, we’re already there!  Crafton 
offered up for deeper thought the question of 
what this concept might mean in the here and 
now as each one of us lives on in “the eternal 
now” to enter the larger basket which we only 
see faintly in “the eternal now.” This book will 
lift your spirits and inform your ministries as we 
enter the Season of Celebration. 

The Lord bless you, the Lord keep you and make 
his face to shine upon you, and the Lord continue 
to hold you in the palm of his hand. Children experience caring for pets through an animal 

rescue group that participated in the Animal Care Fair. 
Photo courtesy of Katie Lay. 
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By The Reverend Rebecca Jones
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When The Reverend Sally Brown was ordained 
a deacon in 1987, it happened to be the 
weekend of the big garage sale at St. Thomas, 

Denver, her home parish. With the fellowship hall 
thus occupied, her reception got pushed out onto the 
streets around the church.

“And I’ve been in the streets 
ever since,” Brown recalls. 
“Maybe there was God’s 
handwriting in the street. I’ve 
always worked with folks on 
the edges of life.”

In October, Brown was 
honored with the “HALO 
Award” in recognition of her 
many years of service at the 
St. Francis Center, the day-
shelter for the homeless 

founded by The Reverend Bert Womack in 1982 and 
still the cornerstone of Episcopal outreach in Colorado. 

“I must confess that my immediate family and feisty 
close friends have had many laughs regarding the 
naming of the award,” Brown said at the annual St. 
Francis Center gala. “I may never live it down! The 
HALO award? Really? They and I know well—as does 
my Bishop—that any errant halo wandering close 
to my head… was clearly veering off course in the 
cosmos.”

The Reverend Deacon Sally Brown was honored 
with the HALO Award this fall in  honor of her 
longtime volunteer service to the St. Francis 
Center. 

Photo courtesy of Andrew Spinks, St. Francis Center

“I do think my gift in that community 
happens to be greeting. It gives me the 
chance to be in direct conversation, 
and to assess where folks are on any 
given day. And if I’m having a down day, 
greeting helps me too.”

Continued on next page >>
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Indeed, there was laughter over her award. 

“The idea of being ‘haloed’ has about as much appeal 
to Sally Brown as a castor oil cocktail,” said The 
Reverend Ruth Woodliff-Stanley, rector at St. Thomas. 
“Her Irish soul cannot abide such a thing. She prefers 
her feet firmly planted on the ground, mucking out the 
streets and, yes, at her beloved shelter, to the heavenly 
reaches. The truth that she knows better than anyone 
I’ve ever met is that heaven is in those places. Sally 
brings heaven into focus for me on a daily basis.”

“She has the bracing bite of an Irish soda bread,” 
agreed The Reverend Elizabeth Randall, rector at St. 
Andrew’s, Denver, where Brown served as deacon for 
14 years. Randall continued: 

“Here’s a story that could happen only to Sally. 
One day she pulled up at a stoplight and saw 
a homeless man holding a cardboard sign that 
said, ‘Savin’ for a hooker.’ Sally rolled down 
her window, fixed the man with that famous 

beady eye, and addressed him by name. ‘Now, 
John, you don’t really mean that. Why do you 
have that dumb sign? That’s not you.’ And the 
man said, ‘Oh, Sally, I never would be holding 
up this sign if I knew you would see me with 
it. I’m so ashamed.’ And Sally said, ‘Don’t be 
ashamed, John. Just don’t hold that sign!’”

Drop in to the St. Francis Center any Wednesday, and 
you’ll find Brown at her familiar perch, greeting guests 
as they enter. “I love greeting,” she says. “I’ve done 
other stuff. I’ve done laundry, sorted socks, worked at 
the mail and storage desk, and I certainly jump in there 

if they’re short of volunteers. But I do think my gift in 
that community happens to be greeting. It gives me 
the chance to be in direct conversation, and to assess 
where folks are on any given day. And if I’m having a 
down day, greeting helps me too.”

Though she’s never been homeless herself, Brown 
feels she shares a yearning for rootedness that marks 
many St. Francis Center guests. Born in 1936, the 
post-Depression and war years were formative for 
her. Her family moved often. And as a small child in 
the Pacific Northwest, she saw many friends—those 
from Japanese families—disappear in the middle of 
the night, victims of wartime internment policies. It 
had a profound effect on her. 

Brown’s journey to her vocational calling began at age 
11—not on the streets, but on the sidewalk outside St. 
Thomas. Hers was not a churchgoing family. But one 
day, she was walking past the church and heard music. 
“I opened the door, peeked in, and the choir director 
said, ‘Oh, you must be here for the children’s choir,” 

she recalled. “I was so introverted, I didn’t know how 
to say no. So I found myself in the children’s choir.”

When her newfound choir friends began getting 
confirmed, Brown also sought confirmation. “I got into 
that, and then they realized I wasn’t baptized,” she 
said. “So they baptized me on March 14, 1948, and 
confirmed me on March 21. It was a quickie baptism. 
To this day, I can’t be present at a baptism without 
tearing up. I had met my identity.”

When Brown left home for college, she intended 
to become a medical technologist. But when she 

“One of the gifts of that time was that I really learned the 
neighborhoods of Denver and who lived in them and what 
the problems were,” she said. “It was all coming together.”

12



discovered she hated chemistry, she switched to 
fine arts. After college, she went to art school in San 
Francisco. “It was at the tail end of the beatnik era,” 
she says. “I painted and wrote poetry that was awful. I 
think I write better poetry now.”

She got married, and she and her husband, a doctor, 
lived in Singapore and Malaysia for several years in the 
early 1960s, working with the International Center for 
Medical Research and Training. Eventually returning 
to Denver, they raised their four children and Brown 
got very involved in the Civil Rights movement. 

In 1972, a friend decided to run for Congress as an 
antiwar candidate. Her name was Pat Schroeder. 

“We didn’t think she’d win,” recalled Brown. “But she 
did. And the morning after the election, she said ‘You 
crazy fools got me into this, so you better stick around 
and help me.’ So I did.” 

Congresswoman Pat Schroeder went on to serve her 
Denver district for the next 24 years. Brown remained 
on her staff for a decade, including managing a couple 
of her reelection campaigns. “One of the gifts of that 
time was that I really learned the neighborhoods of 
Denver and who lived in them and what the problems 
were,” she said. “It was all coming together.”

Also coming together for her was a real nudging 
toward the priesthood. “And when I began to try and 
put some flesh on that, I realized that—Wow!—we 
aren’t ordaining women,” she said. Brown did “a little 
work around the edges” of the women’s ordination 
movement, spurred on by her mentor, Sister Mary 
Luke Tobin, former Superior General of the Sisters of 
Loretto and president of the Leadership Conference 
of Women Religious. “She just kept pushing me,” 
Brown said. 

Fifteen years went by. “I thought I was waiting for 
the possibility of being ordained to the priesthood,” 
she said. “But actually, I was discerning a call to the 
diaconate. And when I was going through the Holy 

Orders process, a young canon at the Cathedral by the 
name of Rob O’Neill came onto the Commission on 
Ministry. That’s been a delight, to have had that long 
history with him.” O’Neill is, of course, now Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church in Colorado.

Eventually, Brown was ordained—though she first had 
to reassure members of the Commission on Ministry 
that she was not a Marxist, as some had feared, given 
her work among the poor in El Salvador and Nicaragua.

In 1990 Brown’s oldest son, Matthew, suffered a 
traumatic head injury that left him severely challenged 
until his death in 2011. Throughout those long years of 
accompanying her son, Brown was continually taught 
by Matthew’s courage, determination, and gentleness. 

Following an amicable divorce in the early 1990s, 
Brown met her life partner, Mary Boland, a former 
nun. Boland had left her religious community in the 
mid-1970s and eventually became vice president 
of Catholic Charities. Boland died of cancer in 2009. 
“Mary was an incredible gift to my life, and to the lives 
of my children.”

Brown retired from parish ministry in 2009, after 
having served at St. Thomas for six years, then at St. 
Andrew’s in Denver for 14. But she’s never stopped 
living out her diaconal vocation. “I love having more 
time, quite frankly, to do that,” she says. “I love to be 
able to just laser in on my ministry while cutting back 
on too many meetings.”

Don’t look for her to retire from serving those on the 
streets any time soon. “I don’t anticipate any major 
changes or hibernations,” she says. 

“Maybe there was God’s handwriting in the street. 
I’ve always worked with folks on the edges of life.”
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Leadership Workshops for Clergy, Vestry, Bishop’s 
Committees, and other leaders are offered every 
year in each Region. Our Anglican identity is rooted 

in and shaped by the Benedictine rhythm of work and 
prayer, which is seen most clearly in the Daily Office of 
Morning, Noon, and Evening Prayer, and Compline. 

The Benedictine Way is more than wrapping our lives in 
prayer; it centers on promises of stability, obedience, and 
conversion of life. Stability here means to be grounded in 
God, making a commitment to one’s faith community as a 
crucible of conversion and being open to ways in which 
God is present both in the moment and in the everyday 
community life. Obedience springs from deep listening, 
discernment, and “heart knowledge” of one another, of 
God, and of the larger community. Deep listening leads 
to action that bears fruit. Conversion is exemplified in the 
transformed life to which God calls each of us. It involves 
a revelation of God’s will that sets us in new directions 
that leave us changed.

In the workshops, we will explore ways to apply the 
Benedictine Way of stability, obedience, and conversion in 
three areas of congregational life: Hospitality, Generosity, 
and Engagement in the Local Community. Participants 
will choose one area of interest and work with others to 
explore ways the Benedictine Way can enhance these 
areas of ministry for your congregation.
 

Workshops will be in each Region:

• March 5, Northwest Region, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

• March 12, High Plains Region, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

• April 2, Front Range Region, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

• April 23, Sangre de Cristo Region, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

• May 7, Southwest Region, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

For more details and registration, please visit dioco.org. 

Will Feature the 
Benedictine Way

Spring 
Leadership 

Workshops

By The Reverend Canon 
Lou Blanchard, Canon Missioner
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Colorado Episcopal Service Corps (CO-ESC) is part 
of the Episcopal Service Corps, an Episcopal 
service organization aimed at young adults. CO-

ESC is well into its third year and continues to learn 
and grow as an organization and engage with diverse 
groups around the state while participating in common 
prayer and spiritual practice. In this program, young 
adults are given the opportunity to spend a year of 
challenging work with a social service agency while 
living in intentional Christian community. Eight hours 
a week are set aside for spiritual formation, theological 
reflection, and self-development. 

Colorado Episcopal Service Corps has visits planned 
for congregations in every corner of Colorado. If you 
would like to schedule a visit with a Corps member for 
your congregation, please contact The Reverend Canon 
Rebecca Crummey at esc@coloradodiocese.org. Corps 
members can preach, help lead an adult forum, or meet 
with your youth groups.
 
Applications for the 2016–17 service year are now 
available at http://episcopalservicecorps.org/

Please help us recruit Corps members for the next 
program year by sharing this opportunity with 
graduating college seniors or young adults wanting to 
live and serve in community.  

COLORADO

EPISCOPAL SERVICE CORPS

By The Reverend Canon Rebecca Crummey

Photo: Corps Members Harlowe Wang, Andrew 
Watson, Brittany Casavant, Alaska Lam, and 
Courtney Kotowski serve together at the St. 
Clare’s Fundraising Dinner, November 14, 2015. 
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Photo: Mary Halpin, a parishioner at the Church of 
St. Peter and St. Mary, has developed a “hot sauce 
ministry” at St. Clare’s, loading up her walker with 
different kinds of hot sauce, and strolling among the 
tables at dinner, helping guests to spice up their food.
Photo courtesy of Rebecca Jones. 
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Like the valet at any hotel or fine dining establishment, Jesse 
Brown parks and retrieves patrons’ vehicles, helps them with 
their luggage, and remains courteous at all times. Guests know 

he can be trusted to keep their belongings safe. 

Unlike other valets, Brown has clients who tend toward homelessness. 
Their possessions are stuffed in backpacks or shopping carts, and 
their vehicles generally have just two wheels. Still, Brown carefully 
guards these prized possessions and wheels, hauling many of them 
into the church sacristy, where they will remain safe until the owners 
come to claim them, usually right after dinner. 

This bicycle and backpack valet service is just one of the ways that 
volunteers at St. Clare’s Ministries—a Jubilee Ministry housed at the 
Church of St. Peter and St. Mary near downtown Denver—strive to 
make guests feel welcomed and even a little pampered. That’s a rare 
experience for St. Clare’s guests, many of whom live on the streets.

“They’re very kind,” says Roger, a regular guest. “It’s very gentle here.”

“A lot of these folks essentially are like turtles. They carry their house 
on their back,” says Brown, a spiritual director and the senior warden 
at Church of the Holy Comforter in Broomfield. He is a longtime St. 
Clare’s volunteer. “They come with big duffle bags that have all their 
worldly possessions in them—or bicycles, an incredibly important 
vehicle to a lot of these folks.”

“It’s more than a convenience for them,” he says of the valet ministry 
that he and other greeters offer to St. Clare’s guests. “They can relax 
a little bit, knowing their stuff is safe and nobody is going to take 
anything. They can go have a nice meal, go to the clothing closet, and 
then they can come and find me and get their things.”

In many ways, St. Clare’s has become a model for ministry done 
right: meeting the physical and spiritual needs of both its guests 

By John Putnam

Continued on next page >>
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and volunteers in unique and engaging ways, despite 
personnel changes and a clientele facing complex 
challenges.

“It’s not exactly what I thought it would be,” offered 
Brittany Grace, “But it’s a wonderful experience,” 
In March, Grace succeeded The Reverend Deacon 
Melanie Christopher as managing director of the 
ministry. Grace, a parishioner 
at St. John’s Cathedral, has a 
long history of working with 
nonprofits, especially those 
focused on homelessness. 
“There’s nothing bad about St. 
Clare’s,” Grace said. “I’ve worked 
in a lot of environments, with a lot 
of bumps in the road, and with St. 
Clare’s, it’s 99.9 percent good.” 

St. Clare’s grew out of St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church in the late 
1970s when The Reverend 
George Castano, the parish priest, 
suggested the church make 
sandwiches for a burgeoning 
population of homeless men and 
women who drifted over from 
Broadway, just a block away. 

When St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
merged with St. Peter’s in 1977, 
the ministry gained much-needed 
volunteers and financial resources that allowed it 
to grow. Today, St. Clare’s has evolved to include 
three primary services provided every Tuesday: a 
Holy Eucharist at 5:00  pm, supper at 6:00 pm, and a 
clothing closet that opens at 6:30 pm.

“They prepare a wonderful meal that everybody 
enjoys,” said Roger. “They’re very attentive to 
everybody’s needs and care.”

“I like the holidays,” said Donna Hood, a volunteer and 
former chair of St. Clare’s board of directors. “We have 
special meals. I think it’s important for them not to be 
alone on Christmas and New Year’s.”

St. Clare’s continues to partner with St. Peter and St. 
Mary’s, as well as Christ Church in Castle Rock, Christ 
the King in Arvada, Good Shepherd in Centennial, Holy 
Comforter in Broomfield, St. Joseph’s in Lakewood, 
St. Luke’s in Denver, St. Martin-in-the-Field in Aurora, 
St. Philip and St. James in Denver, and St. Timothy’s 
in Centennial. Each of these churches sends teams 
of volunteers to serve as cooks, servers, greeters, 
musicians, preachers, celebrants, readers, deacons, 

acolytes, cleaners, and to help organize and facilitate 
the clothing closet.

“They have wonderful people from all over the metro 
area,” Roger said, “not just Denver.” 

Cooks begin working on the evening meal by mid-
afternoon. The menu ranges from pork tenderloin 

with mashed potatoes, green 
beans and apple crisp to chicken 
casserole, salad, and ice cream or 
whatever the cooks were able to 
find on sale that week. Whatever 
the meal, it’s always home-
cooked and nutrient-dense. 
Cooks typically prepare for 120 or 
so diners, with plenty left over for 
seconds for those who want more. 
Leftovers are often packaged and 
taken to the 32nd Avenue Jubilee 
Center, another Jubilee Ministry 
in northwest Denver.

Mary Halpin, 76, a parishioner 
at St. Peter & St. Mary, has been 
volunteering at St. Clare’s for 
several years. She’s found it life-
giving, inspiring her to recruit 
her son and grandchildren to 
join the St. Clare’s community. 
For the longest time, Halpin just 
wandered among the tables 

during dinner, giving smiles and encouragement to 
all, becoming a surrogate grandmother for many. She 
then hit on an idea to expand her ministry. Although 
she loves spicy food, she understands why the St. 
Clare’s suppers must be mildly seasoned. But surely, 
she thought, many of the guests must be chili-heads 
like her. Why not give them the option of spicing up 
their food?

Using her walker as a tray, she loaded it with an 
assortment of hot sauces. It was an immediate hit. 
Now she goes from table to table, offering light AND 
heat for those who desire it. 

When her hot-sauce bill began to grow unmanageable, 
St. Peter and St. Mary’s parishioners threw her a 
“Tongues of Fire” hot-sauce shower on Pentecost 
Sunday. She got dozens of bottles. 

“This is an evolving community,” says The Reverend 
Deacon Pam Stewart, a deacon at St. Peter & St. Mary, 
who sees to the spiritual care of St. Clare’s guests. 
“Everyone has a story. What a gift and a blessing it can 
be to be to hear that story.” 

Photo: Jesse Brown prepares to park a 
bicycle in the sacristy at the Church of 
St. Peter and St. Mary for a St. Clare’s 
guest.  Photo courtesy of Rebecca Jones.
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In 1983, a small group of lay and clergy leaders had a bold vision. They 
dreamt of providing a special fi nancial support network for the work of 
the Episcopal Church in Colorado—the Colorado Episcopal Foundation. 

Today, their legacy provides for the ongoing stewardship of assets to 
serve every parish and Episcopalian in Colorado. This bold vision, carried 
onward for 30 years by the Foundation’s trustees and staff , is yielding 
amazing results.

INSPIRED GIVING: LEAVING A LEGACY
Legacy gifts and gifts of stock help churches thrive. Parishes from Wheat 
Ridge to Colorado Springs to Grand Junction have been the grateful 
recipients of legacy gifts from parishioners who named their church as a 
benefi ciary in their will. Parishes from every corner of our diocese have 
benefi ted by gifts of stock from their parishioners through the Colorado 
Episcopal Foundation.

The Reverend Susan Baker, Church of the 
Nativity, was motivated to make a will and 
name benefi ciaries after attending Legacy 
Giving discussions in Grand Junction that 
were sponsored by the Colorado Episcopal 
Foundation. Over a series of Sunday 
afternoons, Susan met with Deacon Teri 
Schecter until they had both prepared their 

wills, named their executors, and identifi ed those who would have power 
of attorney. Upon Susan’s death, her community of faith received the 
proceeds of her estate—resources that funded vital ongoing ministries 
about which Susan was passionate. 

To learn more about bringing a Legacy Giving Discussion to your parish, 
please contact Monica Cox at monica@coef.org.

Today, in the heart of Capitol Hill in Denver, St. Barnabas Church is realizing 
their dream of renovating and expanding their historic church building 
through a $2 million capital campaign. The result will enhance their 
ability to serve a thriving parish while providing important gathering and 
meeting spaces to a neighborhood with diverse needs. The majority of 
funds contributed by parishioners have come from gifts of stock. To date, 
the Foundation had handled, free of charge, $1.1 million of stock for this 
capital project. 

Today, their legacy provides for the 
ongoing stewardship of  assets to 
serve every parish and Episcopalian 
in Colorado. 

By Anita Sanborn, President, Colorado Episcopal Foundation

Continued on next page >>
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THE FOUNDATION OF THE FOUNDATION
Colorado Episcopalians are benefi ciaries of 
remarkable acts of mercy, foresight, and stewardship. 
More than 130 years ago, the fi rst Bishop of Colorado 
established St. Luke’s Hospital “For the Care of 
the Sick and Injured of Every Race and Religion.” In 
time, and after a successful merger of St. Luke’s with 
The Presbyterian Hospital of Colorado to form P/SL 
Hospital, the hospital was sold in 1984. The Colorado 
Trust was established and both Colorado Episcopalians 
and Presbyterians became benefi ciaries. 

By prudent investing and entrepreneurship, the 
annually distributed funds, entrusted by the Standing 
Committee to the Foundation, provide operational 
support to The Episcopal Church in Colorado, cover 
the Foundation’s operating expenses, and fund 
signifi cant missional ventures, including the purchase 
of Cathedral Ridge, the development of the St. Francis 
Center Cornerstone Residences, and the acquisition of 
land for church plants such as St. Brigit’s in Frederick. 
These larger projects stand beside the daily activities 
of supporting parishes to develop vital fi nancial 
practices, providing year-round stewardship programs, 
educating and assisting individuals with making stock 
and other planned gifts, and developing programs to 
help individuals leave legacy gifts.

Foundation services are 
provided by experienced 
staff  and are overseen 
by Trustees who have 
expertise in fi nance, law, 
business, and real estate. 
The Foundation manages 
and invests parish and 
Diocesan funds and 

supports stewardship eff orts spanning from annual 
fi nancial pledge campaigns to underwriting individual 
charitable gift annuities. Its workshops, materials, 
and individualized parish presentations are available 
to each of the fi ve Regions of The Episcopal Church 
in Colorado and to every parish. Together, with your 
help, the Foundation continues its work in revitalizing 
parish giving and creating a sure future for the next 
generation. 

Pictured: Spencer Kellogg, Tyler Ray, The Reverend Garry 
Horle, Kris Stoever, Eileen Bisgard, and The Reverend F. 
Sathi Bunyan.  

Introducing the Regional 
Disaster Wardens
By Hill Grimmett

The Offi  ce of the Bishop has been working 
on developing capacity in the diocese to 
respond well to emergencies and disasters 

through what it has been calling the “Year of 
Resilience” program. We are now appointing 
Regional Disaster Wardens to all fi ve Regions 
of the Episcopal Church in Colorado.

“In adding Regional Disaster Wardens to our 
resilience eff ort,” explains The Reverend 
Canon Carl Andrews, Canon to the Ordinary, 
”is to develop greater capacity for responding 
to future disasters and to help congregations 
become better prepared.” 

The Regional Wardens will work in the fi ve 
Regions to provide assistance to congregations 
who are developing their own resilience and 
safety plans. In addition, the Wardens will be 
available as on-the-ground eyes and ears in the 
event of future large-scale disasters and help 
the Diocese mobilize resources and determine 
local needs.

Regional Disaster Wardens are in place for four 
of our fi ve Regions:

Sangre de Cristo  
The Reverend Mary Hendricks, Rector, 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church    
and Holy Cross Lutheran, La Junta

Southwest   
The Reverend David Vickers, Rector, 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ouray

High Plains   
Mason Whitney, St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church, 
Cherry Hills Village

Front Range   
Hill Grimmett, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Fort Collins

Northwest  
The Regional Disaster Warden for the Northwest 
Region has not yet been appointed. 

20



The Reverend Mary Hendricks, Regional Warden for 
the Sangre de Cristo Region, explained: 

Maybe my interest in disaster work stems 
from the memory of “duck-and-cover” drills 
from my childhood. Or perhaps, lingering 
thoughts about the week I spent eating 
cheese sandwiches dispensed by the Red 
Cross following a devastating tornado. It 
might be the unexpected late-night drive to 
an unfamiliar town as mandatory evacuation 
orders forced me away from yet another 
approaching hurricane.  In truth, it’s probably 
all these things and more that attracted me 
to the work of safety, preparedness, and 
resilience.

In the months ahead I hope to connect with each 
of the churches in the Sangre de Cristo region 
for the purpose of discovering the status of our 
preparation and resilience planning eff orts.  
Identifi cation of area resources and existing 
emergency-response networks will also be 
explored.  Finally, a series of preparedness 
topics will be distributed monthly.

The Warden for the High Plains Region is Mason 
Whitney, who explained:

I have been involved with safety, preparedness, 
and resilience since 1968 when I entered the 
service as an Air Force pilot. My military career 
of 39 years meant being prepared for national 
defense and state-emergency response 
missions and eff ectively performing those 
missions when needed. After my military 
career, I served as the Director of Homeland 
Security for the State of Colorado for three 
years. In this position I was responsible for 
the state planning for, the prevention of, 
protection from, response to, and recovery 
from any emergency aff ecting the state. I 
hope to help every parish in the High Plains 
Region become more prepared and resilient 
by assisting in empowering their congregants 

with the knowledge, skills, and capabilities to 
successfully cope with any emergencies that 
could occur.

The Southwest Region Warden is The Reverend David 
Vickers of Ouray. He explains his approach: 

I am particularly interested in prevention. My 
hope is to help the churches in our region learn 
more about the resources already present in 
our communities and to help them plan for 
future disasters.

The Warden for the Front Range Region will be Hill 
Grimmett, who has served for the past 20 months as 
the Disaster Coordinator for the Diocese, leading our 
eff orts in long-term recovery from the 2013 fl oods. 
He observed: 

Now that our grant money from Episcopal 
Relief & Development has been well used for 
fl ood recovery, I’m delighted to shift my work 
to the congregations and ministries of the Front 
Range Region. I hope that over the next couple 
of years, we can have all of our congregations 
up to date with a Resilience Plan which builds 
on their existing ministries. Developing these 
plans is also a great opportunity for leadership 
development in the congregation and for 
outreach to the surrounding community.

If your congregation is beginning work on a Resilience 
Plan, or would like assistance in developing a 
planning team, contact the Disaster Warden for your 
Region by visiting http://bit.ly/1IdKnsE. Further 
information about the Year of Resilience can be found 
online at dioco.org or by contacting Hill Grimmett at 
HGrimmett@coloradodiocese.org. 
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looking ahead

“Now What?” Youth Retreat
January 8–11. This is a great retreat for youth that are 
unsure about the next chapter in their journey whether it 
be college or otherwise. This discernment retreat is both 
practical and spiritual as well as a great beginning for 
participation in the Colorado Youth Leadership Initiative. 
Learn more at faith.episcopal.co/events. 

Caffeinated Church Conference
January 26 at Church of the Ascension, Denver. Join 
us to experience creative church collaboration in the 
Episcopal Church. Increase your creative output through 
hands-on training and discussion groups in the areas of 
graphic design, marketing/advertising, layout/design, 
and website development. Learn more at Facebook.com/
ColoradoDiocese/Events.

“Longing: A Lenten Journey” 
February 26–28, Cathedral Ridge. This Lent, withdraw 
from all that competes for your time and attention to 
deeply spend time with God learning about and devoting 
yourself to age-old spiritual practices of prayer, penance, 
repentance, self-denial, and self-giving. Read more at 
faith.episcopal.co/events. 

Family Summer Camp
June 12–18, Cathedral Ridge. This is a camp for the whole 
family to enjoy! Reconnect with God and your family at 
this one-week summer camp. Programming for adults, 
youth, and children will be available. Enjoy hiking, the 
ropes course, games, crafts, as well as mindful prayer 
and guest speakers. This is a great pre-planned family 
vacation just for you! Learn more at faith.episcopal.co/
events.


