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Rector Search Committee
St. Michael's Episcopal Church

1600 W. Imhoff Rd.
Norman, OK 73172

We are pleased that you have taken time to review our parish 
profile.
We understand that a search requires discernment on both 
sides.We are discerning to find a priest with the appropriate 
skills and best fit to be in our community of faith. Each of us are 
praying and working to discern God's call, so that the right 
priest and right church come together for the next chapter in 
our journey.

We are aware that no one, and no work of our hands, is perfect. 
While reviewing the profile of our parish and community you will 
undoubtedly have questions we didn't anticipate. Please contact 
me with any questions regarding our profile.We would be 
pleased to answer any questions or concerns that might impact 
your decision to continue this discernment process with St. 
Michael's.

If you choose to enter the discernment process with us, please 
submit a cover letter, an OTM Portfolio and a current resume to:

The Rev. Canon Jose McLoughlin
Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese of Oklahoma

924 N. Robinson, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102
canonjose@epiok.org

Whether you chose to discern with us or not may God's blessings 
be with you wherever you may go.

Faithfully,

Rector Search Committee of 
St. Michael's Episcopal Church
KLGiles49@gmail.com
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St. Michael’s became a formal parish in 
1980 under the guidance of Fr. Wallis 
Ohl. The church was constructed, plans 
were made to furnish it, and a group of 
women needlepointed the communion 
pillows we still use today. A festive week 
of celebrations marked the consecration 
of the building in July 1981. By this time 
we'd grown to 243 communicants.

Two years later, in 1983, St. Michael's 
entered into a relationship with St. 
James, Rweibare, a parish in West 
Ankole, Uganda. 

In 1984, William Bippus served as 
Curate. Two years later, St. Michael’s 
hosted the annual Diocesan Convention 
and celebrated its tenth birthday and 
fifth anniversary of moving into the new 
church building. 
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St. Michael’s was founded in 1976 when 
eighteen families met in houses and the 
congregation soon grew.  After about three 
months, members bought a small-frame 
church near Highway 9 where Easter 
services were held.   We became a mission 
church and chose the name of St. 
Michael’s. 

Early in 1977, Wallis Ohl became Vicar at 
St. Michael’s. Bishop Chilton Powell 
confirmed our first Confirmation Class and 
by spring, we published our first issue of 
Mike’s Missal—a newsletter that still 
circulates today. A property fund drive 
allowed us to purchase the land where we 
are currently located. When the land was 
paid off, we broke ground in July of 1980. 

We sponsored a 8-member Vietnamese 
refugee family in 1979 and helped them find 
jobs and learn English. The Trinh family 
remained close to St. Michael’s until 1987 
when they moved to California. 

History of  St. Michael's
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The year 1996 was significant as the 
twentieth anniversary of St. Michael's, 
and once again we hosted the 
Diocesan Convention. 

The next year St. Michael's undertook  
a building expansion program. 
Improvements included,

• Renovating the Inez Price building 
to include a chapel and 
columbarium

• Choir room
• Vesting room 
• Library and bookstore
• Education building, nursery,  and 

youth room
• New kitchen

Since 1982, the building has provided 
space for the Southwind Montessori 
School, established and directed by a 
parishioner, Carol Zerboni. The school 
is an educational asset to St. Michael's 
and to the larger community of Norman.

In November 2014, Father Alan 
Sutherland retired. Also in November, 
Father Tom King joined us as our 
interim rector. Starting in March, 2015 
we began our discernment process as 
we search for the new Rector that God 
is calling for us.

History of  St. Michael's continued

In 1990, St. Michael's supported a new 
Hispanic mission in Oklahoma City and 
members served on the first Hispanic 
Commission. Santa Maria Virgen 
continues to be a flourishing community 
today.

A diaconal servant ministry started in 
June 1991, with the ordination of Lynn 
Woodward. Deacons are an integral part 
of our worship ministries, serving as a 
bridge between clergy and the world. 
They are part of the regular preaching 
rotation and have started many programs 
at St. Michael's including Kairos Outside, 
Camp New Hope and Camp New Start. 
Keeping us informed of what's going on in 
the world is just one way they enhance 
our lives. 

Other clergy include:
The Rev. Wallis Ohl, 1977-1991
The Rev. William Bippus, (curate) 
1984-1985
The Rev. Deacon Lynn C. Woodward  
1991 -2006
The Rev. Wm. Andrew Collins, Jr.
(interim), 1991-1992
The Rev. Richard Burris, 1992-2004
The Rev.Theron Walker, (curate) 
1996-1998
The Rev. Roy Baker, (interim) 
2004-2005
The Rev. Jack Wilcox, Jr., 2005-2008
The Rev. Deacon Janet Schisser 
2006-2009
The Rev. Canon David Egbert (interim), 
2008-2009
The Rev. Fr. Alan Sutherland, 
2010-2014
The Rev. Deacon Nancy Wakely 2011-
The Rev. Fr. Tom E. King, (interim) 
2014-
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Community Outreach: 
Food for Friends
Community Christmas Dinner
CROP  Walk
Thanksgiving Baskets
BAHRD  Uganda student support   
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Bridges Out of Poverty
Meals for Parishioners
Kathaleen Cassidy Bookstore

Building and grounds used by the 
following groups and leagues.
          Montessori School, 
          Norman Choral Society,

LaLeche League
Homestead Group
Soccer League
Community Garden
Music Lessons
Baden Powell Scouts
Girl Scouts

Music
Choir
Handbell Choir
St. Cecilia Guild
Kirkin of the Tartans

 

St. Michael’s has a variety of active 
programs and ministries. From helping 
school children in Uganda, to our local 
community at Christmas, our outreach 
programs and phenomenal music offer 
many ways to be a part of our growing 

community.
*********

Christian Formation: Our Formation 
Committee enthusiastically and creatively 
offers programs for:
          Sunday School--K through High School 

Adult Classes
Youth Confirmation
Youth Group
Education for Ministry (EFM)

Spiritual Development Opportunities:  
Members of our parish are actively involved 
and lead:

Daughters of the King
Retreat in Daily Life
Spiritual Director
Prayer Chain
Cursillo

Fellowship Opportunities: 
Wild Men – monthly steak feast
Wicked Women- monthly dinner
ECW Episcopal Church Women
ECW Yearly Retreat
Wise Women Luncheon – monthly
Mardi Gras
Chili Cook Off
Newcomers Luncheon
St.Michael’s Birthday Party

 

Programs and Ministries
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Worship is the heart of our 
experiences at St. Michael’s 
Church. We have approximately 
130 parishioners who attend weekly 
services.

Our Sundays are centered around 
the celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist and hearing Holy 
Scripture. We have two Rite II 
Sunday services: Eucharist at 8:30 
a.m. and Choral Eucharist at 11:00 
a.m.  Birthday, travel, and 
anniversary prayers are 
administered in front of the 
congregation. We offer two mid-
week Eucharist and Unction 
services on Wednesday evening 
and Thursday at midday. 

In addition to our regular services 
each week, there are special 
services and traditions that are dear 
to parishioners’ hearts. 

St. Michael’s has special services 
and music, including Christmas Eve 
and Easter Vigil, which offer high 
church experiences with sung 
Exsultet, candles, and incense.  A 
blessing of the animals each St. 
Francis Day, Lessons and Carols, 
choral Evensong, and Kirkin’ of the 
Tartans are special occasions at St. 
Michael’s.

We are an inclusive church which uses the 
Nicene Creed as our guiding principle.  We 
welcome people regardless of gender, sexual 
orientation, national origin, or race.  

If you are looking for a church...
    that is clear about the Christian faith,
    that is not preoccupied with secondary 

issues,
    that stands in the rich tradition of Christian 

worship,
    that encourages people to grow in the                    

faith they profess,
     that believes we ought to live so as to

  make a difference in the world...
We welcome you wholeheartedly.

Worship
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St.Michael's 
Vision for the 
Future
*  Improved communication 
networks within our parish 
and the greater community.

*  To grow spiritually and 
numerically, encouraging all 
parishioners and 
newcomers to become 
active members in our 
parish community.

*  To be encouraged, 
inspired and guided to live 
fully into our call as 
followers of Christ and 
become active in our 
ministries at St. Michael's 
and the greater Norman 
community.

* To experience activities 
and worship that will 
challenge and motivate us 
to increase and grow 
spiritually as individuals 
and as a healthy and 
complete Body of Christ 
within the world. 

*  To attract and inspire 
young people in their 
spiritual journey.

*  To be innovative in all 
areas of worship while 
maintaining our rich 
liturgical traditions. 

St. Michael's is honored to have the 
Rev. Tom King, Ph.D. as our interim 
rector during our time of transition. He 
and his wife Judy are welcome 
additions to the St. Michael's family.

Rev. Nancy Wakely and  Rev. Laura 
Blazek, who was ordained this August, 
serve as our deacons.

In the office, Donna Young, church 
secretary, is our church lifeline in 
knowing what is going on and where it 
is happening.

Helping with financials are Suzanne 
Moore and our Treasurer Tom Pearson.

The vestry is led by Senior Warden 
Rick Young and Junior Warden Jeff 
Baldwin. EAnn Robinson, Judy 
Kellogg, Andrew Sprouse, Paula Price, 
Jocelyn Pedersen, Tom Pearson, JR 
Day, and Christi Madden make up our 
vestry along with Sharon Vaz serving 
as recording secretary.

Biographies of our vestry can be seen 
on our website.  http://

Clergy and Vestry 

Page 6



St. Michael’s was dedicated and 
consecrated on July 1, 1981. Plans for the 
Gladys Shellabarger Memorial Garden were 
accepted in 1983. Five years later in 1988, a 
rose garden was installed by Chuck Korb in 
memory of his wife Roberta. In 1995, the 
Memorial Garden was completely remodeled. 
A wall was added and the garden’s interior 
was redesigned to make it into a perpetual 
columbarium where open cremains can be 
placed. 

A new kitchen and Education Building were 
completed in February 2001. Soon after, old 
education space remodeling began. The 
library, chapel, indoor columbarium, vesting 
room, nursery and choir room were 
completed early 2002. 

In 2003, a clear window was replaced with a 
stained-glass rose window in memory of 
Fred Shellabarger, the church’s architect. 
Regular maintenance and some minor 
additions were completed over the years.

In 2013, St. Michael’s was completely 
repainted inside and out. The roof and some 
of the air conditioners were replaced after an 
Easter hailstorm. 

Twice a year, major workdays take place to 
trim trees, rake, and pull dead plants in the 
Memorial Garden in preparation for new 
plants and flowers. 

Also in 2013, tile and carpet were installed in 
the nave and a raised choir loft was installed.

In March of 2013, the southwest end of our 
property was turned into a Community 
Soccer field. A donation from our neighbor 
permitted us to level a portion of our over 7 
acres of land, add new dirt for sod, and 
install a sprinkler system to maintain it. 
Various community youth groups use this 
field for practice as well as tournaments. A 
section of our land has been scraped off to 
later install a sand volleyball court.

Josh Gray, an Eagle Scout from St. 
Michael’s designed and headed up a 
bridge-building project to facilitate 
crossing our drainage ditch.

In November of 2014, church members 
and Girl Scout Troops assisted 
volunteers from the University of 
Oklahoma’s Price College Day of 
Service to install a Community 
Labyrinth just west of the bridge. In 
December of 2015 the Bishop will bless 
it.

Southwind Montesorri School has been 
housed in our education wing since it 
was built and each year its students 
enjoy the bounty from our pumpkin 
patch. 

Our organ recently underwent an 
electronic upgrade. With new fiber 
optics for cabling, the organ was raised 
and placed on a moveable platform. 
We also acquired a Steinway Grand 
Piano as a memorial addition. 
Earmarked funds will be used to 
refurbish it. A three-octave set of hand 
bells was acquired in 2012.

St. Michael's Episcopal Church Parish Profile 2015                                                                   

St. Michael's Buildings and 
Grounds 
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Financial Statement Year End of Year 2014

Number of pledges               93
Total pledged           $274,120
Operating Revenues
Plate offerings                  $307,338
Unrestricted bequests                  $3,285
Total Operating Revenues    $310,623
Non-Operating Revenues
Capital funds, gifts etc      $63,022
Contributions and grants
for outreach and mission             $76,822
Other funds             $26,542
Sub-total           $166,386
TOTAL ALL REVENUES    $477,036

Operating Expenses
Diocesan assessment              $54,364
Outreach                $2,300
Other expenses             $286,715
Sub-total operating exp.             $325,379
Non-Operating Expenses
Major improvements and
capital expenditures                           $57,0406
Outreach and mission               $67,939
Funds to other organizations        $31,299
ALL EXPENSES            $481,657

Current Financial as of 7/15
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                Financial Summary; July 2015
Budget $25,499.99
Funds Received $28,408.52
Over (Under)   $2,908.53

Financial Summary Year-to-Date
2015 Budget: $309,950

Budget $180,950.05
Funds Received $181,317.02
Over (Under)        $366.97

Capital Campaign Update
                             Monthly Payment Amount  $3,178.13

Outstanding Balance $242,585.33  06/30/2015
Principl Payment     $2,170.21  07/02/2015
Extra Principal Pmt.             $2,000.00               07/02/2015
Outstanding Balance                 $238,415.12              07/31/2015
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Parish Survey and Focus Group Feedback
What We Need and What We Offer

In order to develop a church profile and better understand our needs as we 
undergo this search for a new parish priest, written surveys as well as in-
person focus groups were used.  Some of the key results from those efforts 
are summarized here.

How members see their St. Michael’s community:

• As family
• As a home away from home
• As welcoming them warmly when they first found the church

In the survey process, members saw the following as strengths of the St. 
Michael’s community:

• Amazing choir and organist
• Strong involvement in outreach both near and far
• Variety of social groups

Some of the weaknesses of St. Michael’s that members recognized:

• The need to attract more, younger families
• The need to develop programs to serve our children, youth and young 

adults
• The need to more effectively utilize the “riches” present in our property 

and our parishioners
• The need to become more financially stable; greater financial 

commitment by members

Some of the characteristics members stated they would like to see in our new 
priest:

• Someone to join our church family and walk with us

• Someone to help us undertake the changes needed to enhance our 
community

• Someone willing to engage with us as individuals
• Someone who will encourage us to apply our faith to our daily living
• Someone to help us continue to be who we are, only better
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Norman, the Community

Norman, the community

Norman, Oklahoma was settled with 
the Land Run of 1889 and is located 
20 miles south of Oklahoma City, the 
state capital.  One of the fastest 
growing cities in the U.S., Norman is 
currently the third largest city in 
Oklahoma with an estimated 
population of 118,197 as of 2013.  
Norman is also the home of the 
University of Oklahoma which currently 
boasts the largest number of National 
Merit Scholars at public and private 
universities. 

Norman hosts the National Weather 
Center providing the community with 
research and protection from events 
related to the earth’s atmosphere.  
Popular festivals, highlighted arts 
exhibits, and cultural activities have 
given the city the sobriquet “The City 
of Festivals.”  In 2008 Money 
Magazine cited Norman as the sixth 
best city in the United States to live.

Arts & Entertainment

The Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art

The Sam Noble Museum of Natural 
History

The Norman Philharmonic Orchestra

Catlett Music Center at the University of 
Oklahoma

The Sooner Theater 

Numerous Festivals:  Medieval Fair, 
Jazz in June, Midsummer Night’s Fair, 
Second Friday Arts Walk and more

University of Oklahoma sports: Football, 
basketball, baseball, gymnastics and 
more

Professional Sports in the Metropolitan 
Oklahoma City Area

· Oklahoma City Thunder—NBA

· Oklahoma City Dodgers—AAA MLB

· Oklahoma City Energy FC—USL 

 
Other Amenities

· Thunderbird State Park

· George M. Sutton Wilderness Park

· 62 developed community parks

· 18.5 miles of walking trails

·  120.37 miles of bicycle routes, lanes, 
and paths

· 69 state parks and resorts all 
accessible within a day’s drive
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Cost of Living

As reported in Money Magazine (2008) Norman ranked 6th in the U.S. for best small cities to 
live in. According to the U.S. government Cost of Living Index (COLI), in 2014, Norman  
ranked as the second least expensive city to live in in the U.S. The city of Norman enjoys 
some of the lowest housing costs in the U.S. according to Business Week and Zillow. In 
2014 the median home price in Norman was $149,900 and the median rental was $747.  
Homeowners constitute 58% of Normanites, while 42% are renters.

Overall living expenses are low, attracting many retired university faculty, staff, and military 
personnel. The cost of living is 13.4% less than the national average. In addition, retired 
military personnel are only 15 miles from Tinker Air Force Base and realize additional savings 
by shopping at the commissary and base exchange.

The following table compares the cost of living index in Norman with the rest of Oklahoma 
and with the national average being 100.

Index  Norman Oklahoma   National

Cost of living index 87 85 100

Goods & Services index 88 93 100

Groceries index 91 97 100

Health care index 86 95 100

Housing index 83 66 100

Transportation index 79 86 100

Utilities index 95 95 100

Demographics

Norman is a diverse community. The University of Oklahoma, Tinker Air Force Base, and the National 
Weather Center attract a better-educated population with a higher earning potential. 

As of the 2010 census, there were 110,925 people; 44,661 households; and 24,913 families.  By 
population, Norman is the third largest city in Oklahoma and the 225th largest city in the U.S.  The 
population density is 616 people per square mile.  The racial makeup of Norman is 84.7% White, 6.4% 
Hispanic, 4.7% Native American, 4.3% African American, 3.8% Asian, 0.1% Pacific Islander, and 
1.9% other.

The median household income in the city is $44,396 and the median family income is $62,826; 11.8% 
of families or 19.2% of the population fall below the poverty line. The largest employer in Norman is 
the University of Oklahoma.

Norman currently supports two Episcopal parishes, the smaller church is St. Michael’s and the larger, 
older, church is St. John’s. St. Anselm of Canterbury serves as the Episcopal Student Center at the 
University of Oklahoma.

Norman, the Community continued
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Weather
Norman’s climate is mild, with four 
distinct seasons and an average 
temperature of 61F for the year. On 
average Norman receives about 38 
inches of precipitation annually.  May 
and June are the wettest months. 
Norman’s growing season is 209 days 
with an average of 250 days of 
sunshine per year. Outdoor recreation 
and activities are abundant. 

Norman lies within Tornado Alley, the 
region of the United States where 
tornadic activity is most active. The 
city has a severe weather season 
lasting from late March to early June 
with over 80% of tornadoes occurring 
during those months. The vast majority 
of tornadoes occur in rural, sparsely 
populated areas. Norman is fortunate 
to have the most advanced warning 
system in the United States due to the 
National Severe Weather Center being 
located in the city. 
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Education
Norman offers excellent educational systems which 
provide wide opportunities from kindergarten through 
university level. Norman is located in the center of 
Cleveland County and has 27 public schools and 10 
private schools. The student-to-teacher ratio for public 
schools in Norman is 17:1. 

In 2014, both Norman and Norman North High Schools 
were recognized by U.S. News and World Report, the 
Washington Post, and the Daily Beast as high schools 
among the top 4% in the nation. Both high schools are 
ranked in the top 1% of student achievement on the ACT 
and SAT tests. 

Moore Norman Technology Center serves Norman and the 
surrounding, and has been awarded the Oklahoma 
Association of Technology Center’s Gold Star on 
numerous occasions. 

Norman is home to the University of Oklahoma, the 
flagship university in the state of Oklahoma with over 
30,000 students. The University was founded in 1890 prior 
to Oklahoma statehood and is comprised of two campuses. 
The main campus is in Norman and the medical school 
campus is in Oklahoma City. In 2007, The Princeton 
Review named the University of Oklahoma one of its "Best 
Value Colleges.”  

OU is ranked first per capita among public universities in 
enrollment of National Merit Scholars and has seen 28 
Rhodes Scholars graduate since the program's inception in 
1902. 

The school is well known for its athletic programs, having 
won many awards including seven NCAA Division I 
National Football Championships.

Additionally OU offers a nationally recognized medical 
school and children’s hospital, which includes a research 
hospital and practice with over 400 doctors. The 
Oklahoma City metro area contains an additional seven 
four-year colleges and universities and three two-year 
community colleges or university extensions.

Norman, the Community continued
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Quality of Life
Norman's Parks and Recreation Department 
facilitates 62 neighborhood and community 
parks, three recreation centers, a golf course and 
driving range, three disc golf courses, a 
complete swim complex with waterslides, a 
wading pool, 32 tennis courts, and three special 
services centers offering cultural arts and senior 
citizen activities. Griffin Community Park 
Sports Complex includes 16 soccer fields, 14 
baseball and softball fields, and four football 
fields.

The city has 18.5 miles of walking trails and 120 
miles of bicycle routes, lanes, and paths. 

 
Health Care
Norman Regional Health System is a multi-campus 
system that provides medical services in Norman 
and throughout central Oklahoma. Its Porter 
Avenue campus, located north of downtown 
Norman, is a 337-bed general hospital providing a 
wide range of services including acute care. In 
October 2009, the Norman Regional HealthPlex 
campus opened in west Norman. It provides a 152-
bed state-of-the-art facility specializing in 
cardiology, cardiovascular services, as well as 
women's and children's services.

 

Real Estate Market
Trulia.com is a real estate search engine 
that assists homebuyers in finding 
available properties and provides real 
estate information.  Currently, more than 
821 homes are listed for sale in the 
Norman area.  Norman is one of the 
fastest growing cities in the state.  Home 
prices are slightly higher than in 
surrounding communities in the 
Oklahoma City metro area due to the 
quality of life amenities offered by the 
city. Home prices are still among the most 
affordable in the United States with 
historically low interest rates. Average 
prices range from between $165,000 and 
$227,000.  The average price per square 
foot in Norman was recently reported at 
$97.

Norman, the Community continued
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Our Community


