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Dear Friends: 

What is God doing in your life? I return to that question every day. In my prayers, in my study of scrip-

ture, in my journal, and in my conversations with others, I ask that question as the central pursuit of 

my life, and I invite others to consider it as the most important question they can ask of themselves. 

When my day revolves around that question, my faith in God begins to transform my life, and I dis-

cover confidence, comfort, and peace. If I remain focused on myself, those gifts of God are harder to 

see. When I find ways to keep searching for God, they blossom all around me. Perhaps you have al-

ready discovered that truth in your own life. If not, perhaps you could start now. 

Dedicating a portion of our lives to God is how we discover more deeply the gifts that God is already 

bestowing upon us. We can set aside an hour a day to sit in God’s presence and say, “Here I am, 

Lord.” We can devote our gifts and talents to what God is doing in the lives of others as a volunteer. 

We can pledge to God a part of our income in order that our treasure might be used in God’s service. 

As we give back to God of our time and talent and treasure, we not only help others but also help 

ourselves learn to see what God is doing in our lives. It is in giving that we receive; it is in dying that 

we are born to eternal life. 

This year, I invite you to discover more fully how God is blessing you by committing to a Spirit-led, 

Spirit-filled, Spirit-enabled practice of stewardship. When you make your pledge to St. John’s, consid-

er these four principles: 

Make a gift of your “first fruits.” Instead of budgeting what you can afford to give, decide first what 

part of your income belongs to God, and make your pledge before considering anything else. 

Give sacrificially. Throughout scripture, God asks his people to give a substantial amount (10% or 

more!) back to him—not because God needs it but because we need to give more away in order to 

learn how to depend on him instead of ourselves. 

Grow proportionally. Focus not on the amount of your pledge but on what portion of your income it 

represents. Then, this year and in the years ahead, ask how God is calling you to grow in that portion. 

Give joyfully. Stewardship is not a tax but a celebration. We share our resources with a parish we 

love so that we can be a part of what God is doing at St. John’s, in our community, and throughout 

the world. 

I consider my work at St. John’s to be among my most precious blessings. We are all a part of some-

thing special. God is doing wonderful things in our lives. Join me in celebrating his gifts through 

stewardship. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Evan D. Garner 



Steps Toward Becoming a Tither 
 

 
 
 

 Enter your gross/total annual income on line #1. 
 

 Some people base their tithe on gross income. Others subtract 
the amount paid in income taxes. Enter either your annual tax 
liability or “0” on line #2. 
 

 Subtract line #2 from line #1. 
 

 Multiply line #3 by 0.1. (Based on your income, this is a tithe.) 
 
 
 
 

 Enter you annual contribution to the parish on line #5. 
 

 Some people include other charitable gifts when calculating 
their tithe. Others count only their gifts to the church. Enter 
your other annual contributions to charities or “0” on line #6. 
 

 Add line #5 and line #6. 
 

 Divide line #7 by line #3 and multiply by 100. (This is your 
current percentage.) 
 
 
 
 

 In how many years do you want to achieve your goal of 
tithing? (1 year? 3 years? 5 years?) 
 

 Subtract line #8 from 10. (10 – x% = ?) 
 

 Divide line #10 by line #9. (This is the percentage of your 
income by which you would need to increase your contribution 
each year to achieve your goal on line #8). 
 

 Add line #11 and line #8. 
 

 Multiply line #12 by line #3 and divide the result by 100. 
(Could you make this your pledge for next year?) 
 

1. $______________ 
 

2. $______________ 
 
 
 

3. $______________ 
 

4. $______________ 
 
 

 
 

5. $______________ 
 
 

6. $______________ 
 

 
7. $______________ 

 
8. _____________% 

 
 
 
 
 

9. ____________yrs. 
 
 

10. _____________% 
 

11. _____________% 
 

 
 

12. _____________% 
 

13. $______________ 

Calculating Your Tithe 

Calculating Your Current Percentage 

Moving Towards a Tithe 



Proportional Giving 
 

 
Stewardship as a spiritual discipline begins with sacrificial, proportional, first-fruits giving. We give back to God a certain portion of the riches he 
has given us—a portion that should increase or decrease with changes in our income. This practice of setting aside a meaningful, substantial part of 
our blessings is how we learn to depend on God instead of ourselves. 
 
The principle is proportional giving. For many of us, putting that into practice involves percentage giving. As you consider your pledge, use the chart 
below (or the steps on the opposite side) to identify what percentage of your income that you are currently giving to God’s work in the world. Is it 
10%? Is it 2%? Then, using the knowledge of where you are, prayerfully consider how you might grow toward a tithe (10%). Could you increase 
your pledge by from 1% to 2% this year? Could you grow from 6% to 8% this year? Decide how many years you will take to reach your stewardship 
goal. 
 
Faith is like a mustard seed, and so is the faithful practice of stewardship. Start small, and let it grow. Begin with a percentage gift of any size, and 
watch how your ability to trust God increases as your pledge increases.  
 

 

 

Yearly Income Weekly Income Yrly Pledge Wkly Pledge Yrly Pledge Wkly Pledge Yrly Pledge Wkly Pledge Yrly Pledge Wkly Pledge Yrly Pledge Wkly Pledge Yrly Pledge Wkly Pledge

25,000$              481$                     3,750$        72$                 2,500$        48$                 2,000$        38$                 1,500$        29$                 1,000$        19$                 500$            10$                 

30,000$              577$                     4,500$        87$                 3,000$        58$                 2,400$        46$                 1,800$        35$                 1,200$        23$                 600$            12$                 

35,000$              673$                     5,250$        101$              3,500$        67$                 2,800$        54$                 2,100$        40$                 1,400$        27$                 700$            13$                 

40,000$              769$                     6,000$        115$              4,000$        77$                 3,200$        62$                 2,400$        46$                 1,600$        31$                 800$            15$                 

45,000$              865$                     6,750$        130$              4,500$        87$                 3,600$        69$                 2,700$        52$                 1,800$        35$                 900$            17$                 

50,000$              962$                     7,500$        144$              5,000$        96$                 4,000$        77$                 3,000$        58$                 2,000$        38$                 1,000$        19$                 

60,000$              1,154$                 9,000$        173$              6,000$        115$              4,800$        92$                 3,600$        69$                 2,400$        46$                 1,200$        23$                 

70,000$              1,346$                 10,500$      202$              7,000$        135$              5,600$        108$              4,200$        81$                 2,800$        54$                 1,400$        27$                 

80,000$              1,538$                 12,000$      231$              8,000$        154$              6,400$        123$              4,800$        92$                 3,200$        62$                 1,600$        31$                 

90,000$              1,731$                 13,500$      260$              9,000$        173$              7,200$        138$              5,400$        104$              3,600$        69$                 1,800$        35$                 

100,000$            1,923$                 15,000$      288$              10,000$      192$              8,000$        154$              6,000$        115$              4,000$        77$                 2,000$        38$                 

125,000$            2,404$                 18,750$      361$              12,500$      240$              10,000$      192$              7,500$        144$              5,000$        96$                 2,500$        48$                 

150,000$            2,885$                 22,500$      433$              15,000$      288$              12,000$      231$              9,000$        173$              6,000$        115$              3,000$        58$                 

175,000$            3,365$                 26,250$      505$              17,500$      337$              14,000$      269$              10,500$      202$              7,000$        135$              3,500$        67$                 

200,000$            3,846$                 30,000$      577$              20,000$      385$              16,000$      308$              12,000$      231$              8,000$        154$              4,000$        77$                 

4% 2%Income 15% 10% 8% 6%



St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Estimate of Giving for 2016 

I/We estimate that in 2016 my/our total giving to St. John’s Episcopal Church will be $__________________.  

My/Our pledge payments will be made [  ] weekly, [  ] monthly, [  ] quarterly, or [  ] annually. 

[  ] I/We have included St. John’s in planned giving as a beneficiary in our will, life insurance policy, IRA, etc.. 

[  ] I/We would like weekly offering envelopes.  

Print Name(s): _______________________________ Signature(s): ______________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________ Phone/E-Mail:_____________________________ 

This pledge may be changed or cancelled at any time by notifying the rector or financial administrator.  
You may also e-mail your pledge to vickie@stjohnsdecatur.org. 
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