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By David Johnson

Several Mississippians have been chosen to
serve on a committees, commissions, agencies or
boards of the Episcopal Church for the next three
years. Those named will serve on their individual
groups for the 2015 to 2018 triennium.  Their ap-
pointments are part of the “rolling appointments”
being be made until November 15.

Joint appointments by Presiding Bishop-elect
Michael Curry and House of Deputies President Gay
Jennings were conferred on Jessica Nelson of All
Saints’, Tupelo, and Lee Davis Thames of Holy Trin-
ity, Vicksburg.  Nelson, organist and choirmaster at All
Saints’, was named to the Standing Commission on
Liturgy and Music, while Thames, a member of the

diocese’s Standing Committee, was chosen for the
Task Force on the Episcopacy. 

Dr. Anita Parrott George of Resurrection,
Starkville, is serving the last half of a six-year term on
the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church, which
serves as the vestry of the larger church.  Dr. George
will serve on the Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities Task Group within the Executive Council. 

Canon Kathryn Weathersby McCormick of St. 
Andrew’s, Jackson, and diocesan Canon for Adminis-
tration and Finance, is continuing her six-year term
on the Board of Trustees of the Church Pension
Fund.  Her term concludes in 2018. 

The Reverend Canon David Johnson, diocesan
Canon to the Ordinary, was appointed by President
Jennings to serve on the Joint Nominating Committee
for the Election of the Presiding Bishop.  That group
will function only if the office of Presiding Bishop
 becomes vacant.  

The Rev. David Johnson is Canon to the Ordinary for
the Diocese of Mississippi.

By Brenda Hawkins

The Diocese of Mississippi and the Diocese of
Panama are companion dioceses.  This was clearly ev-
ident during the August trip taken by two Episcopal
Church Women from the Diocese of MS, Lollie
Everett, Companion Diocese Chair and Brenda
Hawkins, UTO Chair.  Bishop Julio E. Murray, Bishop
of Panama and Laura Morgan, President of Christ
Church, Colon, ECW, and the ECW Diocesan Board
of Panama invited Lollie and Brenda to the 85th birth-
day of ECW at Christ Church by-the-Sea in Colon on
Sunday, August 23, 2015. It was a full day of celebra-
tion with a service that lasted from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. with Bishop Murray preaching and celebrating.
Lollie Everett and Brenda Hawkins were presented
special “Guests of Honor” plaques at this service.  The
party continued around the corner in an open pavil-
ion on the sea where lunch was served along with
folk dancing, singing, a mariachi band and numerous
presentations.  It was a joyous afternoon celebrating
ECW in Colon.

On Monday, August 24, Bishop Murray and Car-
men McSween, UTO grant writer and assistant to the
bishop, met with Brenda Hawkins and Lollie Everett
for a brief tour of the diocesan office and a tour of the
Bishop Gooden Center in Panama City which re-
ceived a large UTO grant for renovation as our com-
panion diocese.  It’s freshly painted with new walls,
new doors and a large round open meeting area.  The
kitchen provides cooking and storage space for many
events. They have used it numerous times for large
sessions in the ecumenical community. Lunch was
served in the Gooden Center, which was also at-
tended by Anna Murray, wife of Bishop Murray,
Provincial ECW officers and companion hosts in
Panama – it was a bonding session sharing the love of
Christian mission.  They are proud of the air condi-
tioning units in the central meeting area, which also
cool rooms that open onto the area.  These rooms
serve as library, ECW headquarters, youth space,
planning rooms, etc.  UTO is excited to be a part of
such a much-needed complex that spreads the good

news of Christ so often to so many. The Episcopal
brothers and sisters of Panama welcomed Mississippi
sisters with open arms and provided many activities,
which were scheduled during the trip.  Panama will
in turn send representatives to the Diocese of Missis-
sippi ECW Annual Meeting in November. 

In other UTO news, the grant used to build the
casket lift at Trinity/Pass Christian is another miracle
at work in Mississippi. Robin Roberts with ABC News
recently visited the area to shoot Katrina: Ten Years
after the Storm segment.  UTO announced that grants
were active on the Mississippi Gulf Coast and New
Orleans to aid in the rebuilding process.  

New UTO grant forms will be available on the
UTO website on November 1, 2015 – www.episco-
palchurch.org/uto .  Now is the time to think about
the project you wish to fund.  Mississippi can submit
one grant to be used in our diocese and one grant to
be used in a companion diocese.  UTO has two in-
gatherings per year – one in the spring and one in the
fall.

Finally, the UTO Fall ingathering is Sunday,
 November 2, 2015.   Your prayers of thanksgiving and
your coins go to send Christ into the world.  Missis-
sippi gave $8,906.58 in 2013 and received $80,000 in
grant money.  Please participate this year in UTO.  All
funds should be sent to Brenda Hawkins, UTO Dio-
cese of MS Chr., 330 Lakewood Road, Vicksburg, MS
39180. She will send all funds to National in Decem-
ber. Brenda will be happy to come to your parish and
present a program on UTO at any time.  She can be
reached by phone at 601-638-4206, mobile or text at
601-573-6962 or at brendadavishawkins@gmail.com .
Free UTO blue boxes, bulletin inserts and supplies
can be found at www.episcopalmarketplace.org ; click
tab “UNITED THANK OFFERING.” 

General Convention appointments

Brenda Hawkins and Lollie Everett stand with
Panama’s Bishop Julio Murray, and an acolyte, at a
Holy Eucharist celebrated at Christ Church by-the-
Sea in Colon, Panama. 

United Thank Offering and the 
Diocese of MS at work in Panama
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The annual battle for the 
coveted Bishop’s Open trophy 
(the first official clergy conference
event) ended with Bishop Seage’s
team taking top honors. The team
posted a six under card toppling
Team Elliott’s fearsome and long-
time reign. Pictured is Team Seage
receiving the trophy:  (l to r) Mor-
ris Thompson, Katie Bradshaw,
the Bishop Himself, Don Chancel-
lor, and David Faulkner.  David
Elliott’s parting words, “Just wait
till next year.” 

Scott Lenoir/Photo
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Notes from around the diocese:
St. Alban’s/Bovina is preparing for their an-

nual Dinner on the Grounds on Sunday, October
25th.  This is their yearly fundraiser to benefit out-
reach or inreach ministry.  The day begins with the
celebration of Eucharist, followed by dinner.  Meal
tickets are $10.  There will be live entertainment,
and the ECW will offer homemade frozen
casseroles, soup, baked goods, jellies, and rel-
ishes.

Sunday, November 15th, is the date for this
year’s St. John’s Got Talent! at St. John’s/Ocean
Springs.  St. Mary’s Guild will provide an ice
cream buffet.  Donations at admission and for the
ice cream bar are appreciated, but not required.
All proceeds will benefit St. John’s local charities.

St. Mark’s/Gulfport will have a display of
African jewelry set up in the parish hall on Sunday,
October 28th, and Sunday, October 25th.  Pro-
ceeds benefit African Team Ministries, a Christian
ministry working as an intermediary between
African and American churches to provide funding
for orphan and refugee relief missions and evan-
gelism in East Africa.

The Fall Festival at Creator/Clinton will take
place on Saturday, October 31st.  Frozen
casseroles and soups will be sold at the festival, as
well as a variety of fresh baked items and canned
goods.  Pulled pork barbeque sandwich plates will
also be available for purchase, and there will be
live musical entertainment on Creator’s new out-
door stage.  Proceeds from the 2015 festival will
go to benefit the Methodist Children’s Homes of
Mississippi.

Creator will be joining hands with the Arts
Council of Clinton to promote the artists of Clin-
ton and the surrounding areas with the first An-

nual Artists’ Showcase.  The showcase will open
on Saturday, October 31st, and run until Saturday,
November 14th.  Hours will be 10:00 a.m. until
2:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and Satur-
day.  Proceeds, by item, will be distributed 70% to
the artist; 15% to the Methodist Children’s Homes
of Mississippi; and 15% to the Arts Council of Clin-
ton

Grace Church/Canton will have a display
booth at the semi-annual Canton Arts and Crafts
Flea Market on Thursday, October 8th.  Their
booth, Grace Treasures, will feature hand-me-
down handmade items donated by parishioners.
There will be more than 90 booths on the east
lawn; Grace Church’s booth will be located on the
northwest corner.

The EYC at St. John’s/Laurel is collecting old
electronic devices (old mobile phones, gaming de-
vices, cameras, cameras, etc.) as a fundraiser to
help pay for their summer pilgrimage.  They are
working with a reputable company to help insure
any existing data is completely wiped.

St. Stephen’s/Columbia has begun cooking
for their Gourmet-to-Go Raffle.  This year the raf-
fle winner will receive a travel voucher for $1,000
from Rainbow Travel.  A total of 200 tickets will be
sold at $25 each for the drawing which will take
place on Saturday, November 7th. 

The Sunnybrook Children’s Home Commit-
tee at St. Columb’s/Ridgeland, working with staff
at the home, is offering two ways for parishioners
to assist the work of the home.  They can support
the cottage parents, who are on 24-hour duty, by
giving a gift card for a night out at a restaurant or a
movie card or they can support the children by
giving each child new clothes each quarter.  The
residents of the home have been invited to Trunk

or Treat on Wednesday, October 28th, at St.
Columb’s.

St. Peter’s by-the-Lake/Brandon is partner-
ing with Rankin County Human Resource Agency
to help stock their food pantry.  A wagon is lo-
cated in the narthex to receive donations, which
will be blessed at the altar before being delivered
to the agency after the fourth Sunday of each
month.

The EYC at All Saints’/Tupelo is planning a
summer mission trip to Atlanta.  Parishioners were
invited to support their fundraising efforts by din-
ing at Buffalo Wild Wings.  The EYC received all
tips and a portion of diners’ tabs during on
Wednesday, October 7th, from 4:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m.

St. Peter’s/Oxford is launching Young Adult
Episcoparty on Sunday evening, October 18th, at
6:00 p.m.  The hope is to bring the young adults
of St. Peter’s (approximate ages 25 to 40) together
to enjoy each others’ company.  Light hot hor
d’oeuvres will be served.

Ticket sales are underway for this year’s
Shrimp Fest at St. Paul’s/Corinth on Sunday, Oc-
tober 28th.  There will be an open mic, activities
for children, and lots of good fellowship.  Tickets
are $15 for adults and $6 for chil-
dren.

All Saints/Jackson added to
their yearly collection of school
supplies donated to Baker Elemen-
tary in August.  While supplies were
still on sale, they purchased more
of the necessary expendable items
on the school list to be donated to
the school in January after the
Christmas break.

Gumbo time is coming to As-
cension/Hattiesburg.  They’ll be
making the gumbo on Friday, No-
vember 13th, and offer it for sale
on Saturday, November 14th.

St. John’s/Pascagoula will
host Happening #82 on Friday
through Sunday, November 13th-
15th.  Staff training will begin on
October 16th.

There’s a family night out of
pumpkin carving set for Sunday,
October 25th, at 5:00 p.m. at St.
James’/Greenville.  Everyone is in-
vited for food, games, and pump-
kin carving.  Stencils and carving
tools will be available, but mem-
bers are asked to bring a pumpkin
and any favorite decorations of
their own. 

St. Paul’s/Corinth will cele-
brate paying off their building
mortgage with a note burning party
and bonfire on Saturday evening,
October 31st, at 5:00 p.m.  The fire
will be started with a copy of the
paid note and fueled by the
downed trees and limbs from last
winter’s ice storm.  We will gather
at 5pm to start the fire with a copy
of our paid note.  While waiting for
the fire to cool down, parishioners
will enjoy a chili supper, games,
and perhaps a few scary stories as
the sky darkens.  Children of all

ages may wear costumes.
The Fall Festival at Redeemer/Biloxi has

been scheduled for Saturday, October 17th, from
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  They are seeking dona-
tions of prizes for games and bingo and new items
for their silent auction.

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea/Gulfport will sponsor
a health fair on Thursday, October 29th, from 9:00
a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  The fair will offer information
and many health services particularly targeting
seniors and low income members of the commu-
nity; however, all are welcome.  

The 2015 SunKing 5K Spooktacular
Run/Walk and 1-Mile Boo! Run will be hosted by
St. James’/Jackson on Saturday, October 17th,
starting at 8:00 a.m.  Funds raised from the event
will benefit Habitat for Humanity.  Everyone is in-
vited to wear their favorite costume and come
enjoy healthy haunted breakfast treats.

St. Matthew’s/Kosciusko will have lunch
and pumpkin decorating after the service on Sun-
day, October 25th.  Finished pumpkins will go
home with their creators or be delivered to mem-
bers unable to attend church.
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September 1 – I started
the morning at St. James’ for the
Safe Church Conference for
clergy. I was pleased to see the
outstanding turnout from the
clergy of our diocese. Following
my time at the meeting, I went
to the office for the staff meet-
ing. I spent most of the day
working on plans for a retreat. In the afternoon, I
kept several phone appointments. I left the office
a little early in order to pick up Katie and Betsy
from school.

September 2 – Early morning workout. After
workout, I went to the office and spent the morn-
ing digging through a variety of projects and corre-
spondence. In the afternoon, I left for West Point
for the Celebration of a New Ministry with the
parish and their priest-in-charge, Lynn Ronaldi.
The service was great and extremely well at-
tended. I’m really excited for this church and their
new leader.

September 3 – I spent most of the day work-
ing on the upcoming retreat and theological con-
vocation. In the afternoon, I kept several phone
appointments. In the evening, I joined ten old
friends from seminary for a conference call and
our annual Fantasy Football draft. The league was
originally formed in 1996 when we were still in
Austin. We’ve managed to maintain the league (for
the most part) in spite of being spread out across
the country!

September 4 – Early morning workout. After
workout, I left for the airport in order to fly to Los
Angeles to visit for a couple days with my mom
and dad. I arrived in the early evening and had
supper with my mom at her house.

September 5 – After an early morning surf
session with my brother-in-law, I visited my dad in
his nursing home. I haven’t seen dad in more than
a year. We spent some time catching up before he
tired and needed rest.

September 6 – Went to church with my
mom and visited with my dad.

September 7 – Went surfing with my

brother-in-law before vis-
iting Dad. In the after-
noon, I helped my mom
with a variety of chores
around her house. That
night Mom and I had
supper with my sister and her family. 

September 8 – I flew home after breakfast
with Mom and a quick stop at the home to say
goodbye to Dad. It was a short visit but a really
good visit. So glad I was able to spend time with
my parents as well as my sister and her family. 

September 9 – I skipped workout this morn-
ing! After getting to the office, I attended a meet-
ing with the convocational deans. In the
afternoon, I met with the canons and an aspirant
for Holy Orders. In the evening I attended a vestry
meeting at St. Mark’s in Jackson.

September 10 – In the morning, I met with a
member of the clergy for annual consultation.
Over lunch there was a meeting with the Diocesan
Wellness Committee. During the afternoon, I met
with a clergy person who has recently retired to
Mississippi. My office appointments ended with
meetings with an aspirant for holy orders and a
group from the MRLC.

September 11 – Early morning workout! In
the office, I met with a clergy person for an annual
consultation. Over the lunch hour, I attended the
9/11 service at St. Andrew’s Cathedral. Also in at-
tendance was my colleague from the Roman
Catholic Church, Bishop Joseph Kopacz. Thank
you to St. Andrew’s Cathedral for offering this
service. Thank you, as well, to all the first respon-
ders. In the evening, I drove to Camp Bratton-
Green to drop off Betsy at DOY.

September 12 – Today is Betsy’s 13th birth-
day! It’s strange to not have her here for a celebra-
tion!

September 13 – I left the house early for vis-
itation at St. George’s in Clarksdale. It was a great
visit with the parish and their rector, the Rev.
Jason Shelby. During the service, I confirmed
eight. In the afternoon, I preached and presided at
St. John’s in Leland. I really appreciated the joy

within both congregations. Returned home in
time for a family celebration for Betsy’s birthday.

September 14 – I attended a breakfast meet-
ing with the participants in Post Ordination Con-
sultation at Gray Center. After the meeting, I went
for a workout. Shortly after finishing my workout,
I heard about the shooting and death of a profes-
sor at Delta State University. After learning that the
deceased was a member of Calvary Episcopal, I
drove up to Cleveland to offer support. When I ar-
rived, the Rev. Sylvia Czarnetzky was busy offering
pastoral support to the family and community.
While in Cleveland, I met with members of Profes-
sor Schmidt’s family. Before returning to Jackson I
led a service with members of the parish and the
Canterbury group. The family and community re-
main in my prayers. May the souls of the faithful
departed rest in peace.

September 15 – I spent the day at Gray Cen-
ter for a retreat and theological convocation. The
participants are a small number of clergy from our
Diocese. Bishop Dan Martins from the Diocese of
Springfield is also in attendance as a presenter and
retreat director. The participants represent a vari-
ety of theological opinions.

September 16 – The retreat and convocation
ended today. It was a really grace filled moment
and time in my ministry. I was blessed by the will-
ingness of all the participants to share in such
open and honest ways. I returned to the office in
the afternoon for a meeting with the Deacon’s
Council and for an annual consultation with one
of our clergy. In the evening, I was able to have
supper with my family for the first time in two
weeks.

September 17 – Morning meetings and
phone appointments in the office. In the after-
noon, I met with consultants from Cathedral Con-
sulting Group. They delivered a rough draft of
recommendations. Thus far their suggestions and
observations have been very helpful.

September 18 – Early morning workout. I
took the rest of the day off! 

September 19 – Enjoyed a visit from Kyle’s
parents.

September 20 – Alabama’s loss has left an at-
mosphere of mourning and heartache around the
house. I’m a little more disturbed that USC lost to
Stanford! Ugh! I left the house really early for the
annual visitation at St. Paul’s in Picayune. At the

service, I preached, presided and confirmed two. I
enjoyed the chance to catch up with the Rev. Nick
Johnson. After a reception, I returned home.

September 21 – Early morning workout!
Later in the morning, I had my annual physical.
The doctor said I’m ok! In the afternoon, I caught
a plane for Denver with other members of our dio-
cese to attend a conference called Project Re-
source.

September 22 – The first day of Project Re-
source was really intense. This conference is about
stewardship, fundraising and planned giving.
There is an amazing amount of material to cover.

September 23 – The second day is equally
full!

September 24 – Another very full day but
also really helpful. I can already envision a num-
ber of ways this material and the content of this
conference will be beneficial to our diocese. In the
evening, we attended evening prayer at the cathe-
dral followed by supper. It was wonderful
evening.

September 25 – The conference concluded
at 11 a.m. and we flew home after that. Lots of
good information! Special thanks to Gates Elliot,
Tom Fortner, Jason Ezell and Patrick Sanders who
attended from our Diocese.

September 26 – Nothing! I’m tired!
September 27 – Awesome visit at Creator in

Clinton. I preached, presided, and received seven!
The new addition to the Christian Education space
looks great. I really appreciate the efforts of the
Rev. Bob Blanton and all the leadership! I left Cre-
ator and went to Gray Center for the Clausura at
Cursillo. I love the energy and passion of all the
participants in that weekend. It’s hard to believe
that I was ordained a bishop one year ago today.

September 28 – Morning workout! My Sab-
bath experience is compromised by a visit to the
dentist. The harsh part was learning that I have
two cavities.

September 29 – Staff meetings in the morn-
ing followed by meetings with Canon Johnson and
Peggy Jones. In the afternoon, I met with a repre-
sentative from Nashotah House. 

September 30 – I had a variety of meetings
today. In morning, I met with a parishioner of the
Cathedral to discuss an interfaith hospitality net-
work. In the afternoon I met with two different
clergy for annual consultations.

Truckin’

Bishop Brian Seage

ORDINARY CONCERNS
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On Wednesday, October 28th, St. Paul’s/Meridian will put on their Halloween Carnival.  The
evening will begin with a parish supper at 5:30 p.m. and be followed by games, a cake walk, and other
festivities. 

Resurrection/Starkville is planning a silent auction for their Oktoberfest celebration on Friday,
October 16th.  Gift baskets, specialty items, and trips are some of the items to be offered.

Quotes this month:
The Very Rev. Billie Abraham, St. Alban’s/Bovina:  “God gives me the gifts and God gives me the

grace to develop my gifts and share them with others.  Left to my own resources I am limited within the
bounds of my humanity.  But, God’s grace is fathomless.  Ultimately, stewardship is grace as well.  To be
a good steward is to live with a sense of sheer abundance and not with a sense of fearful scarcity.”

The Rev. William Ndishabandi, All Saints/Jackson:  “Occasionally people give excuses for not
being able to commit or provide financial support to the church.  There are those who say, ‘They can’t
afford to give due to their limited financial resources.’  It takes no faith to wait to give when you have
extra.  That is like saying.... ‘When the harvest comes in I will plant the seed...’  ‘When the building is
completed I will buy the land.’  Giving is on the front end.  It is an act of faith of our part, as well as an
act of obedience.  It shows how weak our faith is when we are reluctant to give.”

A date to remember: 
Tuesday, November 3, 2015

Deadline for the November issue of The Mississippi Episcopalian
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Editor’s note: Below is the Annual Council welcome letter from the Very Rev. Robert Wetherington, dean
of the Coast Convocation. The website link to Council is now up at www.dioms.org/annualcouncil. 

Greetings from the Coast!
The congregations of the Mississippi Gulf Coast are excited to host the Annual

Council of the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi being held from January 29-31,
2016. The theme for this year is “One Church in Mission.” It is our intent to cele-
brate the mission of our church in word and action with all who come to share in
the image of resurrection that is the Gulf Coast. Come and see who you, the Dio-
cese of Mississippi, have empowered us to be in the wake of destruction and re-
demption. Come and See!

We have been planning and preparing for Council for several months now.
Our hosting is unique in that all of the parishes of the Coast Convocation are partic-
ipating as hosts this year. Many hands have not exactly made for easy work, but it
has been a joyful and grateful effort by all. Please make plans to drive along the
coast to see the parishes that have been rebuilt or restored over the last ten years.

Much of the schedule will be the same this year as in years past, but I do invite
you to take note that on Friday evening, you are invited to explore the local restau-
rants instead of gathering at a reception. We decided that it would be a missed op-
portunity to have you all visit our communities and not have ample opportunity to
partake of the local foods that contribute to the wonderful coast culture. Join us on
Saturday evening for a dinner reception at the Maritime & Seafood Industry Mu-
seum for food, music, and fellowship.

The time to register for what promises to be an incredibly fun and Spirit-filled
Council begins right now. In the packet to be mailed to your parish very soon,  you
will find registration information for whatever capacity you intend to join us. It will
benefit you, your parish, and your hosting congregations to register early and get
your rooms reserved for the coastal council experience that promises not to disap-
point. The more information we have early, the better prepared we will be to host
you upon your arrival. Thank you in advance for taking the time to register early.

We have holy work to do together. We have holy time to spend. It is our hope
that our time together will be filled with fun and fellowship as we give life to the
mission of our church in word and action. Thank you and God bless you!

Yours in Christ,

The Very Reverend Robert Wetherington
Rector of The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, Biloxi, MS 
Dean of the Coast Convocation

A conversation 
on race in America

Church leaders to dialogue on race relations
at upcoming Racial Reconciliation 
Celebration Summit and Luncheon 

[MSE] Mission Mississippi will host a Racial Reconciliation
Celebration Summit and Fundraising Luncheon on Wednesday,
November 4th. The event will be held at the Jackson Convention
Complex. Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President of the Southern Baptist
Convention and Dr. Jerry Young, President of the National Baptist
Convention will lead the dialog during the summit and luncheon. 

Neddie Winters, President of Mission Mississippi, stated,
“Mission Mississippi has been bringing folks to the table to talk
about race relations in Mississippi for the past 22 years. It is our
honor to host Drs. Floyd and Young, as well as, other church lead-
ers to have a dialog on race beyond Mississippi. We believe this is
a great opportunity for churches and businesses to begin to en-
gage in the important talks surrounding race.” 

Tickets and event sponsorship are available for purchase by
visiting,www.missionmississippi.org or calling 601.353.6477.   

The purpose of Mission Mississippi is to encourage and
demonstrate grace in the Body of Christ across racial lines so that
communities throughout Mississippi can see the practical evi-
dence of the Gospel message.  

Mission Mississippi has been leading the way for over two
decades in assisting the Christian Community to work through the
results and consequences of racism in a godly and productive
way. Mission Mississippi is statewide movement whose presence
has been felt in multiple locations throughout the state.
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EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT NEWS

[Issued by Episcopal Relief & Development, Member of
the Faith Alliance for Health] An interfaith coalition of faith-
based organizations has announced it will mobilize one mil-
lion faith leaders over the next five years to help improve the
health of women and children in countries with high child
mortality rates.

The Faith Alliance for Health comprises CMMB –
Healthier Lives Worldwide, Catholic Relief Services, Episco-
pal Relief & Development, Islamic Relief USA, the Nigerian
Interfaith Action Association, and World Vision. The partner-
ship also benefits from a very strong set of committed advi-
sors from the donor, multi-lateral, and consultant
communities(1).

The group’s commitment to build capacity of local faith leadership and networks
to promote both behavior change and increase demand for maternal, child and adoles-
cent health services is its significant contribution to the next phase of the Every Woman
Every Child(2) Global Strategy.

Anwar Khan, CEO of Islamic Relief, USA, officially presented the Faith Alliance for
Health’s commitment at the Every Woman Every Child launch on Saturday, September
26, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. Khan highlighted that marshalling
faith leaders’ reach and influence in communities is the Alliance’s strength: “It’s estimated that 84% of
the world’s population identify with a religious group. Our newly formed Faith Alliance for Health will
capitalize on this fact and [that] faith leaders are key to promoting behaviors that protect the health of
the most vulnerable members of our society to accelerate the achievement of SDGs 2 and 3.”

“All faiths want to see women and children everywhere
survive and thrive. This is why we will work together to mobi-
lize one million faith leaders to reach 50 million families or an
estimated 250 million people living in countries with a high
burden of child deaths,” Khan said.

Episcopal Relief & Development has done substantial
work in the field of child and maternal health, beginning with
its flagship malaria prevention program, NetsforLife®, which
to date has prevented more than 112,000 child deaths
through engaging faith networks in community education, net
distribution and robust follow-up to ensure continued net
use. The organization has since expanded successful Early

Childhood Development programs in Zambia and later Ghana and Kenya with sup-
port from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation and the Margaret A. Cargill Foundation.

“Our work in the area of child and maternal health is part of our overall inte-
grated health focus, which seeks to empower communities with knowledge and prac-
tices to support nutrition, disease prevention and accurate detection and treatment of
illnesses,” said Abagail Nelson, Episcopal Relief & Development’s Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Programs. “Throughout our work, we find that strengthening and mobilizing
local faith networks is the most effective way not only to produce results but to create

lasting change for generations to come. We are proud to be a part of the Faith Alliance for Health’s bold
commitment to Every Woman Every Child and excited to work with our interfaith partners to achieve
this movement’s goals.”
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Muslims and Christians to mobilize 1 million faith leaders 
to improve child, maternal health

Episcopal 
Relief & Development
Healing a hurting world

A date to remember: 
January 16, 2016 at 10:30 A.M.

Presbyters to be ordained!
St. Andrew’s Cathedral/Jackson

Day in the Country
Long-time parish bread baker, Dan Robertson, shows off a truly signature loaf of bread baked for the
Chapel of the Cross’s Day in the Country festival.  Robertson has been the head baker for the event for
years: we salute you and your fellow bakers.



6                            The Mississippi Episcopalian      October 2015

OUR DIOCESE

Honored elderly celebrate at annual
parish event

By Kathryn Larsen

Christ Episcopal Church held its annual octogenarian and nonagenarian celebration with a cabaret
theme on October 4th.  This is a reception held to honor parishioners who have lived into their 80s and
90s. 

Each honoree had a biography listed in a booklet. All honorees in attendance were given a booklet
and flowers to remember the day. Nine members of Christ Church have achieved this milestone. Two
members just entered their 80th decade, Ted Dawson and Betty Richards. One member enjoys good
health, still attends church and is in his mid 90s, Vernon Bourdette.

A buffet of assorted breads, cold cuts and salad was offered with champagne and other drinks. A
Dobache cake and cheese cake was available for dessert. Cabaret music was played in the background.
The parish has observed this event since the 1980s.

Jean MaGee, Betty Richards, Vernon Bourdette, Shirley Lansden, Alice Baird and Fr. Ted Dawson 
were all honored at Christ Church/Bay St. Louis. Kathryn Larson/Photo

Dr. John Switzer (left), a communicant of St. John’s/Ocean Springs and the ecumenical officer for the
Diocese of Mississippi, became an oblate in the Community of St. Joseph at the community’s fall re-
treat at Gray Center. Switzer did a year’s study as an oblate novice. The group is a Benedictine Reli-
gious Community in The Episcopal Church that includes both vowed brothers and single or married,
lay and ordained oblates.  “We seek to be a presence of prayer, hospitality and charity in the world
through dedicating our lives to the Lord Jesus Christ with the Rule of St. Benedict as our guide,” writes
Br. Vincent Bache (pictured right), the superior and founder of the community on the order’s website,
www.csjms.org. Visit the site to learn more about this unique order in the Diocese of Mississippi.

Barbara Jones/Photo

Lisa Coleman and Deanna Bickham, officers of St. Pierre’s/Gautier ECW, were on duty selling jellies
and jams at the Zonta Festival in Pascagoula. They said the sales were strong this year. 

Scott Lenoir/Photo

Bishop Seage confirmed or reaffirmed 12, baptized three and also celebrated the Rev. Lynn Ronaldi’s
and Incarnation/West Point’s new ministry. Kristen Stephens/Photo

Long-time St. John’s/Ocean Springs parishioner Lena Melton was elected as Grand Marshall of the
Ocean Springs High School Homecoming parade.  Melton was honored for her 27-years of service on
the school board.  Lena serves on the vestry at St. John’s, and is the head verger of the parish. 

James Ricketts, Ocean Springs Gazette/Photo



The Mississippi Episcopalian                            7October 2015

GOD’S CREATURES

The Rev. Tom Fanning and the Rev. Ede
 Plovanich at the Blessing of the Animals at St.
John’s/Pascagoula. Plovanich holds her new pup,
Beau Brummell, named after a 19th British
dandy, but in Mississippi, the King Charles
spaniel, will just be good ol’ Beau.

Kamme Riddle’s dog, Angel, received a blessing
from the Rev. Paul Stephens at All Saints’/Tu-
pelo.  The service was team inclusive—Angel
wore a Boston Red Sox jersey. 

The Rev. Susan Hrostowski, vicar at St.
 Elizabeth’s/Collins, blesses Becky Tough’s dog,
Rosie, in the church’s outdoor chapel on 
St. Francis’ Day. 
Alliston Winstead/Photo 

The Rev. Josh Messick, St. Paul’s/Meridian,
blesses Julie Martin’s humble bully, Ester Bell
Martin, the sister of Jak, Mississippi State’s mas-
cot. Ester Bell’s posture is evidence that Bulldogs
are on the side of the angels. 
Julie Martin/Photo

Episcopal Habitat for Humanity volunteers from four Jackson-area parishes
began work on the Randall family home in Greenview Drive in October. 
Pictured are: Hank Aiken, St. James; Thorne Butler, St. Andrew’s; the Rev.
Katie Bradshaw, St. Columb’s; Billy Burke, St. Philip’s; Arrington Widemire,
St. Columb’s; Greg Buyan, Habitat construction director; the Rev. Ann
McLemore, St. James, and the Rev. Melanie Lemburg, St. Columb’s.

Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area
Enlists Community in Transformation of Greenview Drive

Habitat transformation of Greenview Drive
Continued on page 10

Gib Ford/Photo

Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area
(HFHMCA) is building four homes on Greenview
Drive, paving the way for the rebirth and revitaliza-
tion of a badly blighted and decayed area of south
Jackson.

Greenview Drive is a half-mile long street
comprised of 69 residential lots, 48 of which are
abandoned, derelict and substandard housing. The
heavily blighted street threatens the economic via-
bility of the McDowell Road commercial corridor,
as well as the safety and wellbeing of surrounding
residential and school properties.

Construction began Saturday, September 19,
2015, on two of four HFHMCA houses to be built
this fall on Greenview Drive. More than 300 volun-
teers will be working seven Saturdays in September
and October to construct the Pope Francis House
and the Catholic House. 

A donation from an anonymous donor –
matched by local donations from both the Catholic
and non-Catholic community – is funding the cost
of construction materials, etc., for the Pope Francis
House. The anonymous donor conceived the build
as a way to highlight Pope Francis’ commitment to
social justice while providing a unifying, celebra-
tory way for both Catholic and non-Catholic volun-
teers to work towards a common goal. The
individual also wanted to further HFHMCA’s mis-
sion of building and preserving homes. Individuals
from the Catholic and non-Catholic community will
be volunteering. 

The Future Plan for Greenview Drive
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Music and liturgy conference inspiring
By Beau Surratt

I was blessed beyond measure to participate in the Mississippi Conference on Church Music and
Liturgy for the first time this past July. At the parish where I serve, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Park
Ridge, IL, our new rector, former Mississippian, Patrick Skutch, and I have been in the midst of planning
an intergenerational “Discipleship Sunday” during which all ages engage in formation and worship to-
gether. We’ve begun to center these Discipleship Sundays around a threefold pattern of Feeding Our
Minds, Feeding Our Souls, and Feeding Others. As I began to reflect on my time at the Mississippi Con-
ference this year it occurred to me that our time together followed the same threefold pattern.

Feeding Our Minds
Faculty members Dent Davidson, Bill Roberts, and the Rev. Susan Anderson Smith started us off in

keeping with our theme, Vital Worship: Food for the Journey, with an opening Eucharist that began
with a heart and mind-opening opportunity to consider what was needed and how we might arrange
our space and ourselves in order to make Eucharist together. Each of us at the Mississippi Conference,
from choir member to organist/choirmaster learned at least some piece of music that was new to us,
whether it was something we sang in one of our liturgies or something that was in a reading packet.
Reading sessions, times in which we get together and read through a batch of pieces of choral music, in-
troduced me to new-to-me pieces of music to share with my congregation and choirs back in Park
Ridge. Jackson Hearn’s handbell workshop was a perfect refresher for me as I prepare to restart a hand-
bell choir in my parish. Choir rehearsals with Bill Roberts and Dent Davidson were chock full of practi-
cal tips for good singing and refinement of choral sound. Dent led us in a journey of improvisation with
the hymn “Let all mortal flesh keep silence” that, I think it is safe to say, both fed and blew our minds.

Feeding Our Souls
My did we have some church at the Mississippi Conference! We shared in portions of the Daily Of-

fice and Eucharist several times and each liturgy was filled with spirited singing of music from all times
and places. The Holy Spirit showed in a powerful way. I will never forget the acapella singing of the
spiritual “Lord I want to be a Christian” in which the stirring improvisation moved me to tears. Our
souls were fed with daily reflections on our theme from Susan Anderson Smith and her sermon about
manna from heaven at Evensong provided our souls with some much-needed food for the journey. And
as all y’all Mississippians know well, our souls were fed in the abounding fellowship we shared with
each other. Whether between sessions, at meals, or late into even the early morning hours, participants
at the Mississippi conference laughed together, cried together, ate and drank together, and had a real
experience of the beloved community. I made some wonderful new friends at the conference that I
know I will cherish for years to come. 

Feeding Others
In every moment of the conference it was clear that we were being fed so that we could feed oth-

ers. The Mississippi Conference on Church Music Liturgy has a clear missional focus. Each person in-
volved, choir member, parish musician, and clergy alike, is equipped to better serve God in the world
by feeding others through the liturgy and music we share together.  Our hearts and minds were
changed and filled through God’s presence in our singing and worship together so that we might in
turn, with God’s help, fill and change the lives of others with whom we serve and those whom we have
not yet encountered.

The Mississippi Conference on Church Music and Liturgy is a true blessing to the Church and to
the world. Thank you to the Diocese of Mississippi for continuing to bless so many through this amaz-
ing ministry.

By Raphiell Ashford

As I prepare to begin my second year of seminary at Virginia Theological Seminary,
I have been asked to reflect on what my journey has been like transitioning from church
musician to seminarian.  The transition has been surprisingly smooth. There are no
longings to return to the role of organist/choirmaster, nor do I miss the Wednesday
night choir rehearsals, stressing because I’ll have to rethink the anthem because there
are no sopranos are at rehearsal, cringing as the descant is not quite right, lamenting
that the psalm chanting is too slow, or wondering “How in the world am I going to sur-
vive Holy Week? Why didn’t I choose easier anthems?” 

God works in mysterious ways; often in ways that we cannot see or understand. All
of those experiences were preparing me for what is to come. I’m at a different place in
my life now; a Postulant for Holy Orders. However, my years as a church musician con-
tinue to shape and guide along this journey and will forever be a part of who I am.

During my discernment process, a member of the Commission on Ministry asked me if I would be
able to give up the organ.  I paused for a brief moment, and said, “I’ll never give up the organ. It’s a part
of me, and I’ll find ways to incorporate that part of me into my ordained ministry.”  I must say that the
answer even surprised me a little, but was confident that I would be able to accomplish this, especially
after witnessing the Rev. Erika Takacs (Associate Rector at St. Mark’s, Philadelphia, PA) and the Rt. Rev.
Duncan M. Gray III (IX Bishop of MS, retired),  incorporate singing into their sermons.  The wheels in
my head have been turning ever since. 

As a seminarian, being on the other side of the bench, so to speak, has given me a different per-
spective into the role of music in the church as well as how vital clergy-musician relationships are. This
perspective has been shaped by my thirteen years at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Jackson, MS (where I
served as organist and choirmaster), continued participation in the Mississippi Conference on Church
Music and Liturgy as well as my Liturgical Music and Advanced Musicianship classes at VTS. Whereas be-
fore I studied the text of hymns in relation to the lessons for a given Sunday, now I find myself delving
even deeper into the text, searching for theological meaning and understanding.  As a seminarian, hav-
ing a background in church music helped to solidify my faith, which in turn has served me well in semi-
nary. 

The transition for me has been easy because I still get to use my music skills in many ways. The
seminary is ripe with opportunities for musical expression. Whether it’s doing sub work at a local
church, playing at some of the seminary Evening Prayer services, or helping seminary friends with learn-
ing to sing the Exsultet and/or the Sursum corda, my love for music is still fulfilled. The main difference
between pre-seminary and now is that my passion and calling are in a different place. During this past
Lenten season, I was the sub at a local church for a portion of the season through Easter Day. The Rec-
tor asked me to pick the hymns, rehearse the choir, and to bring psalm chanting back to the services. I

remember thinking, “It’s nice to be at the organ again, but am glad that it’s only for a few
weeks and not every Sunday.” 

That confirmed for me that my focus was where it needed to be and that my calling
was to become a priest. Ordained ministry is where my passion, focus, and calling now
dwell, and I have no regrets; only excitement as I look forward to the future and being
ordained clergy person in God’s one holy, catholic, and apostolic church. I also realize
that I have not left my training as a church musician behind. It is a part of me and I use
my gift of music and experience as a church musician as a resource in my studies, in
meditation and prayer, and self-care practices. One of my friends at the music confer-
ence once joked, “You’re one of them now.” I told him that yes, I hopefully will be or-
dained clergy one day, but that I’ll always be one of them too. 

For me, both can coexist and make for a richer and deeper relationship within the
church and most importantly, with God. I will sing and make music to the Lord (Psalm
27, v.9). Yes, I will definitely continue to sing and make music to the Lord, but now it

will be in a different role as I continue on my journey to the priesthood. My training as a church musi-
cian has served me well and has prepared me for the journey that I am now undertaking. The text from
an old country gospel song sums it up quite well, “I wouldn’t take nothing for my journey now.” 

Thanks be to God. 

Raphiell Ashford is a postulant for Holy Orders from the Diocese of Mississippi and wrote this piece for
a religious blog that focuses on church musicians.

My journey from church musician to seminarian

Creating and restoring stained glass for 40 years

Jackson, Mississippi 

601-353-2497

www.pearlriverglass.com
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By Janet Nail

The Rt. Rev. William Frey once said that we should say the Lord’s Prayer
with fear and trembling.  I’m not sure which part he was referring to, but I
suspect it was the phrase that I say with great trepidation: “Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

Simple, right?
Not really; forgiving is the hardest work I have ever done, and I am

never sure that it is complete.
In The Book of Forgiving: The Fourfold Path for Healing Ourselves

and Our World (HarperOne, 2014), Desmond Tutu and Mpho Tutu offer
a way of forgiving that may make the difficult task, if not easy, at least
possible.

When apartheid ended in South Africa, the world held its collective
breath, waiting for the explosion of violence.  But instead of revenge
and repayment of hate with hate, there was the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission.  South Africa showed the world that there was an-
other way.

Desmond Tutu was part of that Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission, just as he had been part of the horror of apartheid.  He and
his daughter both had suffered the injustices, but they chose the way
of forgiveness.  The Book of Forgiving offers the steps of the Commission for individuals
to use in their need to forgive.

The first step is telling the story.  All of us have experienced the frustration of trying to tell some-
one—especially the person who has hurt you—why you are hurt.  They brush it away with “Oh, you just
take things too seriously” or they ridicule you:” Can’t you take it like a man (or woman)? “  They imply
that you are a whiner.  Sometimes they tell you to suck it up, you deserved the hurt.  

Don’t believe it!  Tell your story.  Keep telling it until someone listens.  Tell it until it is believed.
Tell it until your pain is acknowledged.

Name the hurt.  You have told the story, explained the facts.  Why are you hurt?  Why does this an-

guish linger and rob you of peace of mind?  A mother of a sexually molested child finally
wails, “How could I have been such a bad mother?”  Pain.  You can’t be healed of
something you don’t own.  By naming the shame and guilt, you can begin to heal.

It may be the hardest part, to take that pain that you now own, that you have
dug out and exposed to the light—and let it go.  Forgive the perpetrator.  

Many of us go through stage two and stay there.  We polish our story and bring
it out to keep the memory of the pain alive.  We may tell the story so often that peo-
ple have stopped listening.  That isn’t moving on—that is stagnation.

Grant forgiveness.  This is not for that person who hurt you.  This is for you.  Lay
the burden down and move on.  Sure, it’s hard; C.S. Lewis once called a friend, ex-
cited and bubbling over; “I finally forgave ***** after trying to for twenty years!”  Yes, it
can take that long.  Or it can happen in a moment; a woman whose husband and child
was killed in Mumbai in the terrorist attack on the hotel says that she simply heard a
voice in her crying, “Forgive them, they don’t know what they have done.”

Finally comes renewing—or releasing—the relationship with the person who hurt
you.  This comes after you have forgiven (yes, even if it takes that twenty years!).  You
have wiped the slate clean; nothing stands between you.  

Now you decide whether to renew the relationship, or to release.  Is this a relation-
ship that is important to you?  Is this someone with whom you will be in contact constantly?
Are you ready to move on from this person or do you want to be friends (family, coworkers)
again?  Be sure of your decision.  Be sure you have truly forgiven.  Too many marriages falter
after one has “forgiven” a spouse but loudly proclaims that he/she can never trust again.  (Go
back to the beginning, in this case.)

This is an experiential book, as well as an informative one.  You will have exercises to do to move
you along the path.  One of the most powerful for me was to take a stone in my non-dominant hand
and carry it for six hours.  That is the way carrying a pain that has not been forgiven feels!

Forgiveness is not permission.  Forgiveness doesn’t say it doesn’t matter.  Forgiveness is not deny-
ing the pain.  Forgiving is bringing the pain our of hiding, examining it, naming it, owning it.  Then let-
ting it go.

This is a powerful book.  You will be a better person for reading it.  I was.

The Book of Forgiving: A review

GOOD READING
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A date to remember: 
January 16, 2016 at 10:30 A.M.

Presbyters to be ordained!
St. Andrew’s Cathedral/Jackson

By Jennet Lacey

The “Fourth Day” has two meanings in Cursillo: each day
after a three-day weekend is the “Fourth Day”, but it is also a
day of review and renewal following the weekend. Fourth Day
workshops serve to bring the entire Cursillo community to-
gether, and give energy and purpose to every Cursillista – old
and new!

I had the expectation that my Fourth Day would be a con-
tinuation of the wonderful weekend experience. We met at
Gray Center, in the same space, with many of the same people,
but there were changes that I didn’t understand or appreciate
at the time. There were strangers there, with different
nametags; we didn’t sit at our same tables; we sang different
songs; and there were no placemats when we ate lunch! Since
that experience, I have come to love Fourth Days because of
those differences.  It is important for each of us to participate in as many Fourth Days as possible, mak-
ing new connections, being reenergized, and sharing God’s love. 

The Cursillo weekend provides each of us a deeper understanding of our own faith and how to
carry and share our faith in different environments. Each of us needs to be reminded of what we have
learned and experienced during the weekend in order to meet the challenge of maintaining piety,
study, and action in daily life. The Fourth Day talks provide this information by different speakers, and
the floating group reunion is a valuable connection with strangers on the same journey, whose paths
would never have crossed ours had it not been for Cursillo. The Fourth Day workshop boosts our un-
derstanding and commitment.

There are many different ways to be involved in Fourth Days: the host church’s Ultreya provides
food, speakers, and a musician is needed, as well as participants! I have gained new understanding from
each Fourth Day I have attended, and encourage each of you to come. Please put Saturday, October
17th, on your calendar. We will be gathering at St. Andrew’s from 8:30- 3:00.  Park on Capital Street
(which is now 2 way) and follow the signs to the parish hall.

Jennet Lacey is a communicant of St. Paul’s Columbus and the Fourth Day chairperson for Cursillo in
Mississippi.

The fourth day is a call for all
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By Carol Mead

While praying to saints may be more of an issue with our friends in the Roman
Catholic Church, I have had a number of people ask me why our church “prays to
saints.”  Usually the questioner will make an additional statement like, “We only
pray to God.”   

An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church says that the communion of saints de-
notes the “union and shared life of all Christians in Christ, including those who now
live in the world and those whose mortal lives have ended.”  So while the term
“saints” can refer to persons formally recognized by church authority as being “he-
roes of the faith,” the word also includes all Christians. In the Episcopal Church, we
don’t pray to saints, but we do remember the support and presence of the saints in
our worship and prayer life.   

In the Episcopal Church, we honor and recognize the courage and strength found in all persons of
faith.  On All Saints’ Day, we especially remember the communion of saints, known and unknown.  We
also assign “feast days” for particular saints—martyrs, missionaries, theologians, pastors, teachers, and
monastics—and we assign particular readings and prayers (or propers) for each of those days.  Accord-
ing to the Episcopal Handbook, for our formally recognized saints, “There is no formal canonization

process, such as the Roman Catholic Church has, but saints can be added to the
Church’s calendar by resolution of the General Convention…”

In the remembrance of specific saints in our tradition, we have a relatively new
source in the Episcopal Church, a 2010 book called Holy Women, Holy Men.  In the
foreword of that book, former Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold beautifully de-
scribed the role of saints in our Christian tradition.  He wrote, “The men and
women commemorated in the [church] Calendar are not simply examples of faith-
fulness to inspire us: they are active in their love and prayer.  They are companions
in the Spirit able to support and encourage us as we seek to be faithful in our own
day.” 

So, in the Episcopal Church, do we “pray to saints”?  No, we pray to God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  We do find great comfort, though, when we are chal-
lenged or hurting, knowing that the saints are with us.  Through our church calen-
dar, feast days, and propers, we help each other to remember that we have
companions on the way, saints known and unknown.  Thanks be to God, we have
companions on the way.   

Next time, we will consider the statement, “I have too many doubts to believe in
God or the Bible.”  Please contact me if you have input about the idea of doubts in the life of faith.
You can contact me as follows:  The Rev. Carol Mead, St. Peter’s by-the-Lake, 1954 Spillway Road,
Brandon, MS 39047.  You may also send me an email at stpetepriest@bellsouth.net

The Rev. Carol Mead is priest-in-charge at St. Peter’s by-the-Lake Episcopal Church in Brandon.

Speaking in Faith
Approaching the saints, Episcopal style
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Habitat transformation of Greenview Drive
Continued from page 7

A partnership of Catholic Churches is sponsoring and providing volunteers for the Catholic House. This is the 30th HFHMCA
house built by the Catholic community.

In October, volunteers began work on two more HFHMCA houses on Greenview – the Episcopal House, sponsored by Episco-
pal churches in the tri-county area, and the Bankers House, sponsored by nine banking institutions in the tri-county area. This is the
first time banks in the tri-county area have joined together to provide sponsorship dollars and volunteers for a HFHMCA house.

Additional community stakeholders supporting, contributing to and sharing the dream for the revitalization of Greenview Drive
are — the City of Jackson, other faith-based institutions in the tri-county area, corporations, businesses, and community donors and
volunteers.

A federal HOME Investment Partnerships Program grant from the City of Jackson is being utilized for the construction of four
homes. An Enterprise Community Partners grant is helping to fund house designs and street layout plans; a Self-Help Home Owner-
ship Opportunity Program (SHOP) grant is funding site preparation; and a Federal Home Loan Bank Affordable Housing Program
(FHLB, AHP) grant is funding principal reduction grants for qualifying homeowners. 

“With its ideal location, Greenview Drive can once again be a highly sought after residential area,” said Cindy Griffin,
HFHMCA’s executive director. “The street is minutes away from the interstate, providing easy access to job centers, colleges and uni-
versities, banks, retail, hospital and a police precinct. Not only are we turning a blighted and decayed street into a place where fami-
lies will live and grow, but we also believe the rebirth and transformation of this street can serve as a catalyst for more economic
development and investment in south Jackson.”

HFHMCA has acquired additional lots on Greenview Drive and already has commitments for at least two more Habitat house
builds in 2016:

• Nissan Build, sponsored by Nissan/Canton; and
• Women Build, sponsored by women donors and volunteers throughout the tri-county area. 
The model for revitalization of Greenview Drive is Englewood Gardens, the 29-home HFHMCA neighborhood in west Jackson

that was dedicated in 2013. With the support of the City of Jackson and the community, HFHMCA transformed an illegal dump into
this beautiful, safe neighborhood. 

“Unfortunately, there are many areas within our community with vacant and derelict properties strangling the life out of the
surrounding area,” Griffin said. “We know putting homeowners in safe, decent, affordable housing stems the tide of crime, builds
strong neighborhoods and provides a platform for more economic development.”

To learn more about how to support HFHMCA’s work on Greenview Drive by becoming a donor, volunteer or homeowner,
please call 601-353-6060 or visit www.habitatmca.org.

About Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area:
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area (HFHMCA) is a nonprofit Christian housing organization that seeks to put God’s

love into action by bringing people together to build homes, communities and hope. Working in partnership with low income fami-
lies and using volunteer labor and donated materials whenever possible, the organization is building basic, affordable houses that
are then sold to families at cost with no profit or interest. Since its founding in 1986, HFHMCA has partnered with families to build
MORE THAN 600 HOMES in the Mississippi capital area. 

A date to remember: 
November 13-14, 2015

ECW Fall Conference (The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan) — Gray Center
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EVENTS
 DIOCESAN CALENDAR
OCTOBER 2015
• 11: Bishop Seage visits St. Francis’, Philadelphia — 11:00 a.m.
• 12-15: Clergy Conference — Gray Center
• 18: Bishop Seage visits St. Luke’s, Brandon — 11:30 a.m.

Bishop Seage visits St. Mark’s, Raymond — 4:00 p.m.
• 20: Standing Committee Meeting — Allin House — 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
• 21: Diocesan Trustee’s Meeting — Allin House — 1:00 p.m.
• 23-25: A. C. Marble School 
• 24: Cursillo #129 Fourth Day Meeting
• 25: Bishop Seage visits Annunciation, Perkinston — 10:00 a.m.
• 31: Fall Festival — Gray Center
• 31-Nov. 1: EYC Fright Night — Camp Bratton-Green

NOVEMBER 2015
• 2: Bishop Seage visits All Saints’, Jackson — 6:00 p.m.
• 3: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian
• 3: Fresh Start — Trinity, Hattiesburg — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
• 5: Fresh Start — All Saints’, Grenada — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
• 6-8: Sr. High DOY — Camp Bratton Green
• 8: Bishop Seage visits Christ Church, Holly Springs — 11:00 a.m.
• 8-10: Presbyter POC — Gray Center
• 13-14: ECW Fall Conference (The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan) — Gray Center
• 13-15: A. C. Marble School
• 3-15: Happening #82 — St. John’s, Pascagoula
• 15: Bishop Seage visits All Saints’, Tupelo — 9:30 a.m.
• 25-27: Allin House closed for Thanksgiving
• 30-Dec. 4: Gee’s Bend Quilting Retreat — Gray Center

DECEMBER 2015
• 1: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian
• 3: Standing Committee Meeting — Allin House — 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
• 4-5: Gray Center Board — Gray Center
• 6: Bishop Seage visits Holy Cross, Olive Branch — 1:00 p.m.
• 9: Convocational Deans’ Meeting — Allin House — 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
• 10: Finance Committee Meeting — St. Andrew’s Cathedral — 11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
• 11-13: A. C. Marble School
• 13: Bishop Seage visits St. Paul’s, Woodville — 10:30 a.m.
• 17: Executive Committee Meeting — St. Andrew’s Cathedral — 11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
• 23-28: Allin House closed for Christmas
• 27-Jan. 1: Winter Solstice — Camp Bratton-Green
• 31: Allin House closed at noon for New Year’s Eve

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Please submit Faithful Departed notices to your church for submission

Robert Aubrey Hanson, 82, communicant of St. Matthew’s, Kosciusko, died April 21,
2015.

Ralph A. Henderson, 93, communicant of St. Patrick’s, Long Beach, died August 1, 2015.

The Rev. Bob France, 69, retired Rector of the Church of the Epiphany, Tunica, died 
August 20, 2015.

Marcia Lois Kline Boney, 86, wife of retired priest The Rev. Canon Sam Boney, died 
September 19, 2015 in Pensacola, FL.

October 2015

Deployment Report
For The Diocese of Mississippi

October, 2015
New Calls/Appointments
The Reverend Chuck Culpepper, to be Priest-in-Charge, St. Luke’s, Brandon, to continue as
Vicar, St. Alexis’, Jackson
The Reverend Liz Jones, to be Interim Head of School, Coast Episcopal School, Long Beach
The Reverend Harold Roberts, to be Priest-in-Charge, St. Pierre’s, Gautier

In Transition
Christ Church, Bay St. Louis
St. Thomas’, Diamondhead
Redeemer, Greenville
St. Paul’s, Hollandale
St. John’s, Leland
St. Mary’s, Lexington
St. Paul’s, Meridian
Mediator, Meridian
St. Peter’s, Oxford
St. Francis’, Philadelphia
St. Timothy’s, Southaven
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By Patrick Taylor

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School announces
the groundbreaking for two major construction
projects on its Jackson and Ridgeland campuses.
This marks the first phase of a multi-year, $34
million expansion that will transform and mod-
ernize one of the South’s premiere academic in-
stitutions. 

The groundbreaking for a state-of-the-art
early childhood center for pre-K3, pre-K4, and
kindergarten on the South Campus on Old Can-
ton Road in Fondren began on Friday, Septem-
ber 18, at 9:00 a.m. This event was followed by a
similar ceremony at 10:00 a.m. for a 65,000
square foot athletic healthplex on the Highland
Colony North Campus in Ridgeland. 

“St. Andrew’s has had two transformational
moments in its history,” said George Penick,
Head of School. “Establishing the campus on Old
Canton Road in Jackson and purchasing property
in Ridgeland for our Middle and Upper Schools,
when it was only farmland, were bold moves by
visionary leaders. This is the third transforma-
tional moment made possible by bold and vision-
ary leaders.” 

The school has made fundraising history in
receiving in excess of $9 million dollars in just 9
months. The Forward Saints Capital Campaign
for St. Andrew’s supports a total of $34 million
for five major projects in three stages. Each stage
will unfold as fundraising continues. 

Tim Alford, Head of Lower School, states
that, “St. Andrew’s has always looked at its future
in its totality while being firmly rooted in our
mission. This first stage reflects the importance
we place on early childhood education and our
strong commitment to athletics. As a whole, this
campaign and these projects allow us to grow in
excellence at every grade level, on each campus,
for each child.” 

Founded in 1947, St. Andrew’s Episcopal
School is an independent, coeducational, college
preparatory day school serving over 1,100 stu-
dents in pre-K through grade 12 on two cam-
puses. St. Andrew’s is nationally ranked and
recognized for academic excellence while culti-
vating the critical thinking skills needed to excel.
Valuing diversity, St. Andrew’s welcomes stu-
dents of any race, color, religion, nationality, or
ethnic origin. Typically, 100 percent of St. An-
drew’s graduates attend four-year colleges and
universities.  

Patrick Taylor is the director of 
communications for St. Andrew’s School. 

October 2015

St. Andrew’s School begins transformation on two campuses

An artist’s rendering of one of the
lower school buildings. 

A groundbreaking complete with Episcopal liturgy, hardhats,
shovels, students, teachers and Saints supporters was held mark-
ing the first phase of a multi-year expansion plan for both the
upper and lower schools.
Patrick Taylor/Photo

Lower Head of School, Tim Alford, is pictured
with hard hat sporting students.

Patrick Taylor/Photo


