
 

 

Thank you for taking time to read this brochure.  It is a testimony to 

the grace of God. 

 

Please now consider the gifts God has given you, and ask yourself 

how they might be of use in any of the ministries you've read about.  

Then find the 'Time and Talents' pledge card that came in the 

envelope, and complete it as you feel God is prompting you.   

 

 

 

May God bless you through Mt. Calvary, and may you be a blessing 

to others. 

 

 

With thanks, 

 
God’s Lavish Love Committee, October 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GOD'S LAVISH LOVE  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Ministry Brochure 2015 

 



We are pleased to present this brochure of the ministries offered at Mt. 

Calvary.  We hope you will share our excitement at how God is blessing 

us, and prayerfully consider how you can be involved. 

God’s Lavish Love Committee  

 
 

Acolytes.  Our young people ages 8-18+ serve the altar at Mount Calvary at 
the 10:00am service, which includes two acolytes and one crucifer. They 
are a vital part of the church, past, present and future.  
 
Altar Guild.  This group of dedicated members works to prepare the altar 
for every service held throughout the week and during special occasions.  
 
Book Club.  This ministry brings parishioners together each month to 
discuss books ranging from the current best seller to the classics.  A 
different book is offered for discussion each month, and all are invited to 
read and participate.   
 
 
Choir.  Music is an integral 
part of the worship service.  
The all-volunteer, adult choir 
sings music from a wide 
range of church traditions 
and in various styles of 
composition.  
 
 
 
Coffee Hour.  This a wonderful and vital social ministry that follows the 
10:00am service each Sunday, from September through May.  Volunteers 
provide goodies for children and adults alike.  
 
Communications Committee.  This team of experts reviews all aspects of 
our communications (written, graphic, spoken, and electronic) and helps 
the effective presentation of Mt. Calvary's message. 
 
Confirmation Class.  Mt. Calvary takes seriously the call to make disciples of 
our young people.  Each autumn the Rector and the Director of Education 
run an in-depth class for young people in the 7th grade and above in the 
basics of the Christian Faith, as practiced in the Episcopal tradition. 

Welcome and Evangelism 

Committee.  This committee 

reviews all aspects of church life, 
including Sunday worship and the 
building, and suggests ways in 
which we may improve our 
welcome to, and incorporation of, 
visitors and newcomers.  It 
supervises the Greeters (see 
above).  In time, this group will 
also explore ways in which we can communicate the Christian Gospel to 
non-worshipers. 
 
The Welcome Course.  Each autumn the Rector leads a course of discussion 
and teaching evenings for newcomers to Mt. Calvary and people who are 
looking to ask questions, be confirmed, or want to join the parish.  There is 
always a role for existing members to attend this group, with the aim of 
befriending and walking with newcomers and inquirers. 
 

 

Women's Bible Study and Women's Fellowship.  

These new ministries are aimed at providing 
regular fellowship and Christian formation to the 
women of the parish.  There are opportunities to 
take part in meetings both during the day and at 
night.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Group.  This lively and 
enriching fellowship takes place 
on alternate Sunday evenings 
during the school year.  The 
Rector and the Director of 
Education provide an engaging 
and relevant program of exploration and discovery. 
 



 

Spiritual Life Committee.  The aim of all Christians is to grow into the full 
likeness of Christ.  This vital committee serves alongside the clergy in 
providing opportunities for spiritual formation, including worship and adult 
education.    
 

Sunday School.  Our lively and 
growing Sunday School program is 
open to children from preschool 
age through 6th grade.  The children 
follow a curriculum that is linked to 
the readings and sermon that the 
adults are experiencing. 
 
Sunshine Club.  This ministry helps 
our parishioners who are sick or in 

some other urgent need by providing meals, other practical help, or just a 
card to cheer them up.  
 

Ushers.  These are the women and men who greet worshipers, hand them 
the bulletin, and later take up the offerings.  They are the first ministers 
that a worshiper meets. 
 
Vacation Bible School.  One of our 
newest and most excellent ministries, 
the VBS is a startling undertaking 
each June.  Planning for it begins in 
the previous autumn, and involves a 
vast number of fun-loving 
parishioners. 
 
 

Vestry.  Mt. Calvary is governed by a Vestry of ten elected members who 
each serve a term of three years.  
Together with the Rector, they 
oversee the legal and administrative 
affairs of the parish.  It meets once a 
month after the 10:00am Sunday 
service. 
 

 

Diocesan Convention delegates.  Each year 
the Diocese holds a convention to review its 
life and work.  Mt. Calvary sends five 
delegates, who are elected at the Annual 
Parish Meeting in February each year. 
 
Endowment Committee. Mt. Calvary has 
been blessed by the financial legacies of many 
members.  The committee supervises the management of these 
investments and, working with the Vestry, authorizes an annual 
distribution to the Vestry for the maintenance and development of our 
beautiful building. 
 
Eucharistic Ministers. These ministers perform a vital service in our 
worship.  First, they read the Scripture lessons and lead the Prayers of the 
People.  Then they administer the chalice during the Communion. 
 

Finance Committee.  This ministry is 
responsible for drafting the annual 
budget before it is presented to the 
Vestry and the Annual Parish 
Meeting.  This committee also keeps 
an eye on the general financial health 
of the parish. 
 
First Communion Program.  Mt. 

Calvary believes that any child who has been baptized may take 
Communion at the discretion of their parent(s).  Some parents prefer to 
wait until their child is able to understand something about the Eucharist 
before they take Communion.  We offer this program to children and their 
parents who want to know more about the Sacrament. 
 

Flower Arrangers.  The flower arrangers are responsible for displaying 
flowers on the altar to the Glory of God.  They promote a sense of beauty 
and artistry to help worshipers connect with the magnificence of God.   
 
Greeters.  This vital ministry welcomes newcomers and visitors, answers 
their questions, and tries to make their firsts visit to Mt. Calvary warm and 
memorable experiences.  They are different from the Ushers (see below) 
as they can talk at length to visitors and accompany them into the 
sanctuary. 



 
Health Team.  This team serves the Outreach Coordinating Committee, and 
helps the parish focus its health-related outreach, such as our work with 
The Episcopal Home in Shippensburg.  
 
Hunger Team.   This team serves the Outreach Coordinating Committee, 
and helps the parish focus its hunger-related outreach, like our work with 
food pantries. 
      

Intergenerational Worship Team.   Once a 
month we devote some of our 10:00am 
service to a liturgy that is accessible to 
parishioners of all ages.  This team has the 
challenging but joyful task of creating these 
liturgies, and leading them. 
 

 
Lay Pastoral Assistants.  We currently have seven lay ministers who have 
been called, trained, and commissioned to assist the clergy with providing 
pastoral care to members of the parish.  This includes visiting sick or 
housebound parishioners, as well as walking with members of Mt. Calvary 
who are experiencing painful transitions in their lives. 
 
Men's breakfast.  Each month many of the men of Mt. Calvary meet at the 
Cornerstone coffeehouse for 
breakfast, fellowship, and a 
discussion.  We enjoy a variety of 
speakers who lead us in exploring 
what it means to be a thoughtful, 
Christian man in t 
 

Music.   Mt. Calvary enjoys a long 
history of worshiping God with 
quality music.  As our ministry grows 
we welcome musicians and singers of all kinds and all ages to lead us in 
joyful worship.  
 
Outreach Coordinating Committee.  This committee oversees the parish's 
outreach, which is focused on bringing wholeness to the under-resourced 
in four essential areas of life - health, hunger, safety, and shelter. 
 

 

Parish Life Committee.  Healthy churches 
have fun together.  This committee 
organizes our social calendar, giving us 
opportunities to play and to celebrate our 
life together. 
 
Pastoral Care Committee.  This crucial 
group of lay people helps the clergy to 
manage the pastoral care of the parish.   It tries to foster a ‘culture of 
caring’ in Mt. Calvary.  It also supervises the Lay Pastoral Assistants. 
 
Prayer Chain.  The Prayer Chain is the primary way that we pray for the 
members of Mt. Calvary.  Members of the Chain are committed to pray 
daily and for at least two weeks for members of our Parish family and for 
others when the need arises.  
 
Pizza Club.   This ministry to children up to 6th grade is based around pizza, 
fun activities, and Christian teaching.  This lively club meets at 5:30 on 
Tuesdays every two weeks during the school year. 
 
Property Committee.  God has given us a wonderful and solemn duty to 
care for our historic building.  The property committee spearheads this 
task, identifying maintenance work that needs to be done, and managing 

improvements. 
 
Safety Team.  This team serves the 
Outreach Coordinating Committee, and 
helps the parish focus its safety-related 
outreach, such as our work with 
women's shelters. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Prayer shawls are tangible signs of God's blessings 
and the love of our parish for people who are going through difficult times.  
The shawls are knitted or crocheted with prayer and then blessed before 
being given to those in need of a blessing.   
 

Shelter Team.  This team serves the Outreach Coordinating Committee, 
and helps the parish focus its shelter-related outreach, for example our 
partnership with Habitat for Humanity. 


