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THE CROSS SECTION
“no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”
1 Corinthians 2:9

“I am excited for you, but I’m not excited for us.”
I have heard this sentiment several times since I announced my departure. I am grateful for your
many well-wishes and genuine excitement for me and my family as we transition to Jacksonville,
Florida. At the same time, I can understand the fear for the future of Holy Cross. This perhaps
feels to many like an unexpected punch in the gut, or like ‘here we go again.’ I want to take this
opportunity to speak honestly to you about your great parish.

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

First, God clearly has his hand on Holy Cross. God did not place you on an amazing piece of
property in a booming suburb by accident. God did not pair Holy Cross with the Cathedral on a
whim. God did not just happen to find an amazing group of people gathering on the corner of
Main and Parkway. He has placed Holy Cross where he wants it for this season according to his
divine and sovereign purpose. God has had his hand on Holy Cross, and he has a good plan for
your future.
Second, all that God has accomplished at Holy Cross this year is evidence of His intended future.
I didn’t create the excitement and energy that is there each Sunday; I didn’t create the renewed
hunger for Bible Study and community; I didn’t make the garden a focal point of mission for the
parish; I didn’t make the building look better. All I did was help you see what you already had.
You and God did the rest. You and He can keep doing it together!
I prayed long and hard about the timing of my departure. Consistently, I felt like God was
leading me to continue with the discernment process in Florida and to trust Him to take care of
Holy Cross. So I do; I trust God to take care of Holy Cross. This is a faith-building opportunity
for this family of faith. This is not the time to stand on the sidelines and wait passively to see
what happens, or to listen to Pastor Pillow at the Church of the Morning Rest. This is the time to
gather together eagerly, worship joyfully, pray expectantly, and give generously! This is the time
to support both your Vestry and your Discernment Committee by getting involved in your
church’s ministry.
God is with you; God is for you; I can’t wait to hear what He does!
Ever yours in Christ,
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Interim Rector

Holy Cross Discernment Committee
The Discernment Committee has begun its work to find the next
rector for Holy Cross. The committee consists of Fran Bramblette,
Joanne Carnes, Donna Madison, Tom Mitchell, Greg Mize, Sue
Peterson, Mike Rohr, Gloria Smith, and Camille Turner.
If you have any thoughts, comments, or questions, please contact
any one of us. We are here to serve the church.

Ladies’ Night Out

Tuesday, October 6
6:30-7:30pm
Genesis Room

Calling all ECW members:
The Ladies’ Night Out group
will meet at Jim ‘n Nick’s on
Thursday, October 22nd at 6:30pm. All women
of Holy Cross are invited. Come and bring a
friend.

Childcare is provided

A sign-up sheet is located in the Genesis Room.

Mothers’ Mission
& Ministry Group

As you pray about your 2016 pledge, here are a few things to consider:
Reese Booth
Dennis Rushing
Sydney Bodnar
Thomas Rotenberry
Fred Folsom
Dwight Percy
Laurie Nabors
Carolyn Harp
Sue Peterson
Carleigh Allen
Dave Perry
Nell Bell
Abigail Williamson
Heather Johnson
Amanda Griesdorn
Juli Fyfe
Joe Daniel
Leanna Simmons
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JR. WARDEN’S CORNER
FAITH IN GOD’S PLAN
Hello Holy Cross Family,

Bathroom Renovation:
We have been moving forward with the new bathrooms and things are looking very positive. In my last
report I asked that anyone who had another opinion about the project, contact me or any Vestry member via
email. I received no messages and that’s okay. Instead, we did receive a positive “YES” to the project by
receiving pledges in the amount of over $30,000.00. WOW! When we pull together and put our minds and hearts
to accomplish a task we certainly get it done! God is with us and, as Joe says, “God pays for what he orders.” No
matter how we bring this project to fruition, I truly believe that God is with us! As your Vestry, we are working
hard to get this project done right. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit we will get there and complete the plan
God has for us. We look forward to receiving pledges or cash for the remaining $6,000.00 or so to complete our
fund-raising campaign. We will keep you informed.
The offer from Jim Cooper, the owner of Cooper Construction, to build the bathroom addition at a
discounted rate still stands. Joe has discussed God’s plan to move him and his family to another calling, but Jim
says his commitment to Holy Cross is sound. I also believe that the offer from Jim Cooper is part of God’s plan.
Thanks to everyone who participated. You are also part of God’s plan.

Partnership with the Advent:
We are staying on course with our partnership with the Advent. Even though Joe and his family are going
on to do God’s work in Jacksonville, Florida, the Cathedral Church of the Advent is committed to Holy Cross.
Things will remain unchanged. They will continue to help, hope, and pray for a new rector for our church. Their
commitment and blessing is making it possible for us to hire a full-time rector. I believe, and have faith, that this
is God’s will and plan.
Thank you and God Bless us all,
Your Junior Warden – Mac McQueen
P.S. Check out the new lighting at the back door. Thank you Fran Bramblette!



God doesn’t need your money. Everything belongs to him already! Stewardship is not the act of
giving, but the act of managing someone else’s property. As Christians, we seek to manage, or act as
steward, to all that God has loaned us from his own gracious abundance. This realization allows us to
approach our giving from an open-armed place of grace and joy, rather than from a finger-wagging
position of law and duty.



Giving is a response to the Gospel. Throughout Scripture we read of God’s gracious generosity to us
undeserving people; most famously, we read in John 3:16 that ‘God so loved the world that he gave
his only son.’ As recipients of both spiritual grace and material abundance, we give back to God with a
joyful heart, modeled by his own generous giving. Gratitude is our motive for giving.



Giving to God is an opportunity to trust God. There are lots of other fun things you could do with the
money you’ll give to Holy Cross. Yet giving generously necessitates that we trust God’s provision.
Giving is an act of discipleship. I don’t mind telling you that I’ve never been poorer than when I wasn’t
tithing. It certainly isn’t always easy, but God has always provided. Trusting God is good for you!



Giving to Holy Cross is an investment in your principal source of spiritual growth. There is nothing
more important in your life than your own walk with Christ. Putting your money where your heart is
demonstrates that you trust God to continue working through Holy Cross for your own Christian
growth, for the Christian growth of many others, for the faith of those who are not yet members, and
for the flourishing of your community.

I encourage everyone to prayerfully, and in faith, offer a greater percentage of your income than you gave
last year; and to give your first portion, not your last. You will be opening yourselves to joy and freedom
as you bless your church! – Joe+

MARY & MARTHA OF BETHANY GUILD – ECW
The Mary & Martha of Bethany Guild of the ECW will hold its regular
monthly meeting on Wednesday, October 28th at 11:45am, immediately
following the Healing Eucharist. Please bring a sandwich – everything
else will be provided. We will be making plans for future meetings.
Please come join us.
Holy Cross Meal Team members are in need of reinforcement!
If you like to cook and are looking for an opportunity
to participate in a rewarding ministry that serves your fellow
parishioners, we have just the place for you. We are asking
you to volunteer to become a Meal Team Member.
Three or four members, headed by a leader, make up each
team. The frequency of being asked to prepare a meal is
approximately every two to three months. We provide meals
to anyone in our parish who is ill, has had a recent surgery, or for families
who have lost a loved one.
Please prayerfully consider joining our ministry. If you have questions or wish
to participate, contact Charlotte Scarborough, cscarborough@centurytel.net,
655-4221 or 529-3617.

Dear Holy Cross,
Thank you so much for your
donation in the amount of $2000
to Greater Birmingham Habitat for
Humanity in support of the
Birmingham Covenant – All
Episcopal Home Build.
The above is an excerpt from a thankyou letter received in the church office.

A Discipleship Class
for women meets each
Monday night in the
Genesis Room from
6:15 - 8:15pm.
The class is led by Fran
Cade and Mary Hanson
from the Advent. Join us!

