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GOLDEN – Kathy Thaden’s mosaic art begs 
to be touched. Visually striking, it is rich with 
the texture of mixed media, whether colorful 
glass, tile, broken pottery, sea shells, buttons or 
other recycled materials.   

Thaden projects a quiet, reflective demeanor. 
She calls herself a contemplative with a pro-
found faith. An artist, teacher, and student al-
ways advancing her craft, Thaden said her ma-
turing spirituality brought her to mosaic art.

“Working with stone or glass is transforming,” 
she said. “Materials are broken, change shape, fit 
together and then made whole again into something 
new.  My theology of mosaics is found in working 
with things that are broken, and through transfor-
mation and grace, what was broken is made whole 
and new, sometimes in unexpected ways.”

Thaden’s mosaics range from abstract sculp-
ture and landscapes to liturgical wall hangings 
and commissioned works. A full-time studio artist 
working in Golden, she is a professional member 
of the Society of American Mosaic Artists, Epis-
copal Church and Visual Arts, and serves as Presi-
dent of the Colorado Mosaic Artists.
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Golden artist  Kathy Thaden’s 
mosaics range from abstracts 

and landscapes to liturgical 
wall hangings. 

BY THE REV. SANDY GRUNDY
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Don’t do it yet, but go!
And the reason I lift up that word “go” is because we are the Jesus Movement.
Go!
I began to realize something—I stumbled into it a few months ago— while 

I was getting ready for Advent and I was reading the Gospel Advent mes-
sages for the three-year cycle.

I noticed something I hadn’t seen before. I noticed that all four of the Gos-
pels preface the ministry of Jesus not only by invoking John the Baptist, but 
by quoting Isaiah chapter 40: “Prepare the way of the Lord, / make straight [ 
] a highway for our God”

Isaiah says:
Prepare the way of the Lord, …
For every valley shall be exalted,
Every mountain and hill made low,
The crooked straight and the rough places a plain,
And in this the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
And all flesh shall see it together.
 
The Bible’s trying to tell us something about Jesus. This brother 

didn’t come into the world to leave it the way he found it. He came to 
change it until valleys are lifted up and mountains are brought down, 
until the world is righted the way god dreamed it. The landscape of our 
reality and lives is changing.

The story behind Isaiah 40 is that the people of God found themselves free 
one day and in slavery the next. This time it was not a slavery of Pharaoh’s 
Egypt; this time it was the slavery of exile in Babylon.

For indeed in the year 586 BCE, the armies of Babylon began a prodi-
gious march of conquest throughout the Middle East. Eventually they came 
to Palestine. They razed the countryside, moved toward and fought their 
way to Jerusalem, breached the walls of the Holy City, entered the city and 
burned much of it, and killed people. They entered the Sacred Temple that 
Solomon had built and desecrated it. And then they took many of the lead-
ing citizens and they carted them off to Babylon where they made virtual 
slaves of them.

It was a nightmare.
In Babylon one of their poets wrote:
 
By the waters of Babylon,
we sat down and wept,
When we remembered thee, O Zion.
When we remembered what it was like to be home.
How shall we sing the Lord’s song
In a strange land?
 
And then it happened, almost as swiftly as they had been enslaved by the 

nightmare of the world, they were set free by the treaty of God. The Baby-
lonians who had conquered were conquered themselves. 

An emperor named Cyrus came to the throne in Persia. He conquered 
the Babylonians and as a kind of “in your face” to the Babylonians, ev-
eryone the Babylonians had enslaved, Cyrus set free. He issued an edict of 
religious toleration. We thought pluralism and multiculturalism was new. 
Cyrus did that a long time ago.

He issued an edict of religious toleration, the Jewish people were set free, 
they went home, and as they were on their way going home, one of their 
poets said: Prepare the way of the Lord, for everybody shall be exalted, 
every mountain made low, the crooked straight. And we’re going home!
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Interim dean Patrick Malloy 
adapting to cathedral’s intensity
BY THE REV. REBECCA JONES

GO! We are the 
Jesus Movement

Six weeks after taking up his post of interim dean 
of St. John’s Cathedral, the Rev. Dr. Patrick Malloy fi-
nally found himself with a free evening, got his cook-
ing utensils unpacked, and set out – successfully – to 
make a big mess in his downtown apartment’s kitchen. 

“At last, there is real cooked food in my house,” 
said Malloy, smiling at the memory of the chicken 
curry he whipped up. “Being able to cook in my house 
is a way to really make it into a home. Now I feel 
rooted in my apartment – and in Denver in general – 
in a way I didn’t earlier.”

It’s a temporary rootedness. Malloy knows he’s here 
for just a year or maybe a year and a half. But for him, 
that’s perfect. His real roots are on the East Coast, and 
he would never want to leave there permanently. But a 
brief sojourn in Colorado seemed ideal.

“This is a year of real opportunity,” said Malloy, 58. 
“I can do things I’ll never be able to do again. So as I 
listen to Denverites talk about the things that make life 
worth living – hikes in the mountains, long bike trips – 
I would like to use this time to see what it’s like to live 
at the foot of the Rockies.”

Malloy spent the past six years as professor of lit-
urgy at General Theological Seminary in New York 
City, the oldest Episcopal seminary in the country, 
and his 2007 book, “Celebrating the Eucharist,” is 

considered one of the best liturgical guides on the 
market. But Malloy was one of eight faculty mem-
bers who went on strike last fall, following a dispute 
with the school’s administration. The professors 
were later reinstated for the rest of the academic 
year, but the experience left Malloy yearning to re-
turn to parish life. 

During his time at General, Malloy met the Rev. 
Robert Hendrickson and the Rev. Jadon Hartsuff, both 
students there who went on to become canons at St. 
John’s Cathedral. When former St. John’s dean Peter 
Eaton was elected as bishop of the Diocese of South-
east Florida earlier this year, Hendrickson and Hart-
suff passed Malloy’s name on to Bishop Rob O’Neill 
as a potential candidate for interim dean. 

“We talked, and the bishop invited me to come here 
to meet him personally,” Malloy said. “It was very 
quick. I met the bishop by phone on a Friday, and the 
following weekend, he asked me if I wanted to come 
here and do the work. As he drove me to the airport, 
he asked ‘Will you do this?’ And I told him – on the 
spot – that I would.”

Malloy grew up Roman Catholic in western Mary-
land, went to college in Philadelphia, then joined a 
religious order, The Brothers of the Christian Schools, 
a lay religious order. “I left because I wanted to be 
a priest,” says Malloy. “That’s unfortunate, because 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Matthew ends his Gospel telling the story and compiling the teachings 
of Jesus with Jesus sending his disciples out into the world with these 
words: “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have taught you.” And remember, I am with you 
in the first century and in the 21st. “I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the age.”

I am more and more convinced that God came among us in the per-
son of Jesus of Nazareth to show us the way to be reconciled with the 
God who deeply and passionately loves each and every one of us, to be 
reconciled and right with that God and to be reconciled and right with 
each other as the children of that one God who created us all. He came 
to show us how to get right and how to get reconciled. He came to show 
us therefore how to become more than simply the human race – that’s 
not good enough – came to show us how to be more than a collection of 
individualized self-interests, came to show us how to become more than 
a human race.

He came to show us how to become the human family of God. And 
in that, my friends, is our hope and our salvation, now and unto the day 
of eternity.

Or to say it another way: Max Lucado, who’s a Christian writer, says “God 
loves you just the way you are, but he [doesn’t intend] to leave you that way.”

Jesus came to change the world and to change us from the nightmare that 
life can often be to the dream that God has intended from before the earth 
and world was ever made.

Julia Ward Howe said it this way, during America’s Civil War, an apoca-
lyptic moment in the history of this nation if ever there was one:

In the beauty of the lilies
Christ was born across the sea.
With a glory in his bosom
That transfigured you and me.
As he died to make [folk] holy
Let us live to set them free
While God is marching on.
Glory, glory hallelujah
God’s truth is marching on.
 
Now I’ve got one word for you. If you don’t remember anything else I say 

this morning, it’s the first word in the Great Commission: GO!
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otherwise, I’d be a brother still.”
Malloy began work on a doctorate at Notre Dame 

while pursuing ordination to the Catholic priest-
hood. He was ordained a deacon, but not a priest. 
“While I felt called to the priesthood, I could not find 
a way to be a priest in the Roman Catholic Church,” 
he said. “As much as I loved the Roman Catholic 
Church, believe in the Roman Catholic Church, and 
am extremely grateful for the religious formation 
and grounding I received there, there was a level of 
conformity that was demanded that found me feeling 
a crisis of conscience.”

He left the Roman Catholic church altogether, and 
found Anglicanism. In 1991, he joined the Episcopal 
Church.

“Many years later, I met the bishop of the Dio-
cese of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, who asked me 
– not knowing anything of my history – if I would 
consider becoming a priest in his diocese,” Malloy 
said. “Nine months later, I was a priest. But I was an 
Episcopalian for 10 years before being ordained to 
the priesthood.”

He was ordained on Sept. 29, 2001, less than three 
weeks after the attacks of Sept. 11. He served at Grace 
Church in Allentown, Penn., a community just 90 min-
utes outside New York City. 

“In the early years of my first rectorship, there 
was no time to think that things were business 
as usual,” he said. “There was 9/11, and then we 
were at war. Those were the years that, for the first 
time, we really felt unsafe in the United States. 
Sunday after Sunday, we would read the lists of 
soldiers who had died, and some Sundays there 
were dozens of names. We couldn’t help but ask 
ourselves what really mattered, and that tilted the 
preaching. There was a sense from the very begin-
ning that we had to be about something very seri-
ous. We were not just playing church. Those were 
very intense years.”

Now that he’s in Denver, Malloy is facing a dif-
ferent sort of intensity. Overseeing a place like St. 
John’s – which is not just a cathedral but also a huge 
parish in its own right – demands virtually all his 
time and attention.

“My days are pretty packed,” Malloy says. “Some-
times I leave my apartment at 8 in the morning and 
don’t get home until 9:30 or 10 at night, and that’s not 
unusual.” 

When he’s not working, he seeks self-care in the 
form of physical activity. “I go to the gym a lot,” he 
says. “And I walk a lot.” He’s determined to give ski-
ing a try this winter. “Am I too old to learn? They tell 
me I’m not.”

Malloy has found the cathedral community to 
be joyously challenging. “There are a great many 
people at St. John’s Cathedral who take being a 
part of the church very seriously,” he says. “This, 
for them, is not just a way to pass an hour on 
Sunday morning. They care so much about the 
life of the cathedral, and the future of the cathe-
dral. So this is going to be an exciting, robust year 
where a lot of work will happen. Not because I 
will make it happen, but because the people want 
to do the work.”

If he could share one thing with the people of the 
diocese, it would be this: St. John’s Cathedral belongs 
to everyone, not just those who attend church there on 
Sundays. “It’s a place for the rest of the diocese that is 
home base,” he says. “Cathedrals have an obligation to 
people who are not members. It should be a model of 
what good church life can be.”

The Rev. Dr. Patrick Malloy spent the 
last six years as professor of liturgy 

at General Theological Seminary 
in New York City.  PHOTO BY FRED MAST

“Cathedrals have an obligation to people who are not 
members. It should be a model of what good church life can be.” 

- PATRICK MALLOY

at-a-glance
Getting to know Patrick Malloy
Age: 58

Education: Doctorate in liturgical studies from Notre 

Dame; master’s degrees from Notre Dame and Temple 

University

Favorite food: Sushi

Favorite dessert: Rice pudding

Favorite music: Eclectic, ranging from pop music to clas-

sical and even early church music. His iPod playlist, he 

says, “borders on the insane.”

Pets: None, but he envies people with dogs.

Hobbies: Not a hobby kind of guy.

Excerpts from the sermon delivered 

at the close of the 78th General Convention 

of the Episcopal Church,  July 3, 2015,

BY THE RT. REV. MICHAEL B. CURRY, 

PRESIDING BISHOP-ELECT

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE
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Kathy Thaden’s ministry of mosaics: 
Broken… then made whole
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Thaden has honed her creativity with her education and 
life experience. For 25 years she worked in television as an 
art director, animator and graphic designer. She has won nu-
merous honors for design, including seven Emmy Awards.

“My parents gave me engineering and artistic skills 
and the Episcopal Church,” Thaden said. Her mother is 
a quilt artist, her father an aerospace engineer. They lived 
in Louisiana, Utah and Texas before moving to Colorado 
in 1968. She is a graduate of the University of Colorado 
Boulder, where she studied fine arts, then studied com-
mercial art and graphic design in Denver.  

Thaden is also an inspirational teacher who holds class-
es for beginners as well as experienced artists. Her recent 
“Mosaics for Meditation” class brought together a diverse 
student group who not only learned the basics of mosaic art, 
but also had time for quiet and meditation. 

As she moved through the tables in the workroom at St. 
John Chrysostom Church, where her husband, Tim, is the 
rector, Thaden gave encouraging comments to her students, 
asking all about their own vision for their piece. She is not 
looking for perfection, but rather the experience each stu-
dent is having during this creative time.    

The turn to mosaic art and away from commercial 
art might not have happened had her husband not fol-
lowed his call to the priesthood. He did, and it changed 
Thaden’s life and her art. 

 “To follow Tim’s call to the priesthood meant going 
away to seminary and going together as a family was what 
we believed God was calling us to,” she said.  

They packed up the Lafayette house where they had 
lived for 18 years and moved to Austin, Texas, where Tim 
attended Seminary of the Southwest. “Living intentionally 
in community with other seminarians and their families 
was wonderful and difficult at the same time,” she said. “I 
was part of an active seminary spouse group. We met for 
Bible studies, planned retreats, and got together regularly 
just for fun or coffee. We were in a unique time and place. 
While our spouses were going through the rigors of their 
seminary education and formation – and it was rigorous – 
we were experiencing our own transformation.”  

During her second year in Austin, she realized her need 
for a tactile creative outlet. She spent all day design-
ing images on her computer. “I needed and want-
ed something I could touch,” she said.

She thumbed through the books at 
the library looking for inspiration, and 
read about second careers and how to 
discern what to do next. As she jour-
naled, she realized how important 
art was to her, but she still lacked a 
creative outlet.

Then came her inspiration in 
a blue bottle. While walking to 
her car one day, Thaden spotted a 
bright blue bottle lying in the gutter. 

 “For a week, I walked by the bril-
liant blue bottle lying in the sun, think-
ing ‘I could make something out of that.’ 
And then one day it was gone,” she recalled. 

Weeks went by, and the family’s time in 
Austin was nearing its end. They 
didn’t know what might lie ahead. Then 
one day, walking to her car after work, a clear 

message came to her: “Be open to possibilities.” As she 
continued on to her car, she noticed another blue bottle 
lying behind a building.

“This time I picked it up and took it home. I washed it 
out and kept it as my sacred reminder of being open to pos-
sibilities,” she said. “The next week I found mosaic books 
in the library. They took my breath away. I checked several 
out and took them home. I didn’t break the blue bottle and 
turn it into a mosaic, but I did sign up for a class to learn 
about cutting glass, glue and grout.”

She bought some stained glass the same color of blue 
and used it in her first mosaic, Nuestra Senora de Gua-
dalupe. “I had wanted to create something that reflected 
some of the flavor if the Hispanic culture I had experi-
enced in Austin,” she said.

Since then she has finished hundreds of other mosaics, 
most of them laden with Christian imagery and symbol-
ism. “I have done few pieces in 13 years that don’t have 
theological connections,” she said. 

 Now back in Colorado, firmly planted at St John’s, 
she is grateful for her church family. It is where she feels 
grounded again in a faith community. It is in her art that 
she continues to live into God’s presence.   

“Mosaic art is always an expression of my spirituality, 
my faith. It is that nudge that I had to chase down all those 
years ago when I first found the blue bottle,” Thaden said. 
That powerful message is 
still relevant for her: “Be 
open to possibilities.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO

The nightmare has ended, and God has changed the 
landscape of reality, His dream has broken out!

My friends, all four Gospels preface the story of 
Jesus by pointing us back to that story in Isaiah. Jesus 
came to show us the way, to change the landscape of 
reality, from the nightmare it often is into the dream 
that God intends and we, my friends, are part of the 
Jesus movement.

So go!
Now I’m not commending the movie I’m about to 

mention because I actually haven’t seen the movie 
itself, but it’s the movie Son of God. I haven’t seen it. 
But the trailer is really good.

In the trailer there’s this one scene, where Holly-
wood conflated several biblical versions, of the story 
of Jesus calling Simon Peter. Peter is fishing in the 
Sea of Galilee and Jesus comes along. Peter’s not 
catching any fish—and you can see he’s frustrated—
and Jesus comes along and says something like, 
“What’re you doing, brother?”

Sometimes when you read the Bible, you gotta 
read between the lines and imagine what the expres-
sions were like.

When Jesus says, “Well, what are you doing?,” Si-
mon Peter says, “I’m obviously fishing.” And then 
Jesus says, “Well why don’t you put your net on the 
other side of the boat?” And you know Peter’s been 
there all day, and you can assume he probably did 
know something about Jesus, and knew the brother 
was a carpenter, not a fisherman.

And therefore, he was probably thinking, you don’t 
know a thing about this, but what I’ve been doing all 
day isn’t working—

Which is a parable for the church today, but I’ll 
leave that alone.

Jesus said if it’s not working for you, put the net on 
the other side and go where the fish are, don’t wait for 
them to come to you—

That’s another message for the church.
Peter takes the net and casts it on the other side of 

the boat and then the next scene is under the water 
and the camera is looking up.

Now this is clearly Hollywood, and you can see 
Jesus’ image kind of refracted through the water. He 
takes his finger, and he touches the water, and the wa-
ter starts to quiver and shake like the old song, “Wade 
in the Water.” “God’s gonna trouble the water.”

So the water is quivering. And then the next scene 
goes up on top, and you see Peter, and probably An-
drew and John, they’re hauling all of the fish. They’ve 
got so many, the net is breaking.

Notice they listened to Jesus, and caught more fish 
than they did when they were doing it on their own.

Anyway they’re trying to pull up all these fish, and 
then Jesus comes along and says, “Peter, now come 
and follow me.”

Now again, imagine what was going through Pe-
ter’s mind: I’m finally catching some fish, and you 
want me to follow you?

And Jesus says, “Come on and follow me,” and Pe-
ter says “Where are we going ?!”

Jesus says, “To Change the world.”
God came among us in the person of Jesus of 

Nazareth to change the world, to change it from the 
nightmare it often can be into the dream that God 
intends. He came to change the world, and we have 
been baptized into the Triune God and summoned 
to be disciples and followers of this Jesus and to 
participate in God’s work, God’s mission of chang-
ing and transforming this world. We are the Jesus 
Movement now.

In May of 1961, now-Congressman John Lewis, 
one of the Freedom Riders, was a young man. He 
together with other young men and women, black 
and white, were Freedom Riders who dared to 
trust the recent Supreme Court decision with re-
gard to interstate transportation, seeking to end 
and eradicate Jim Crow in our land. They were 
on a Greyhound bus, 13 of them, headed from 
Washington through Virginia and North Carolina, 
through South Carolina and heading onto New Or-
leans. When they stopped in Rock Hill, S.C., just 
to fill up the tank, go to the bathroom, get some-
thing to eat, they were met there by hooded night 
riders. They were met there by those who would 
burn a cross for hatred instead of the reason be-
hind the cross: love.

And they were beaten, many of them nearly beaten 
to death.

John Lewis was beaten not only there but also on 
that Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma. He bears on his 
body the marks of Jesus, and so do so many others.

Now fast forward, 48 years later. John Lewis is a 
Congressman from Georgia. One of his aides tells 
him there’s a man named Edwin Wilson, who wants 
to meet him.

Mr. Wilson came in, he met John Lewis, and he said 
“I’m one of the men who beat you and the other Free-
dom Riders in Rock Hill in 1961, and I’ve come to 
apologize and to ask you to forgive me.” Lewis for-

gave him. He said in the book where he told the story, 
“I accepted the apology of this man, who physically 
and verbally assaulted, but this is the testimony of the 
power of love, the power that can overcome hatred.”

This is what Jesus taught us to do.
God came among us in the person of Jesus to rec-

oncile us with each other and in so doing to change 
the world. 

We are part of the Jesus Movement, and that move-
ment cannot be stopped because we follow a Lord 
who defeated death and follow a Lord who lives.

We are part of the Jesus Movement, and he has 
summoned us to make disciples and followers of all 
nations and transform this world by the power of the 
Good News, the gospel of Jesus.

And look at us: We’re incredible!
Some of us are babies! Some of us are children. 

Some of us are young people. Some of us are young 
adults, and they’re gonna change the world! Some of 
us have got AARP cards.

And some of us—help me, Jesus—some of us are 
Republicans. And some of us are Democrats.

But if you’ve been baptized into the Triune God, 
you are a disciple of Jesus, and we are all in the Jesus 
Movement. What God has brought together, let no 
one tear asunder.

Some of us are labeled traditionalists—Help me, 
Jesus! And some of us are labeled progressive. I don’t 
care whether your label is traditionalist or progres-
sive, if you’ve been baptized into the Triune God, 
you’re in the Jesus Movement.

See, we are all different. Some of us are black and 
some of us are white, some of us are brown.

 I don’t care who you are, how the Lord has made 
you, what the world has to say about you. If you’ve 
been baptized into Jesus, you’re in the Jesus Move-
ment and you’re God’s.

Therein may be the Gospel message of hope for 
the world. There’s plenty of good room. Plenty good 
room. Plenty good room for all God’s children.

For in the beauty of the lilies—Christ was the 
one who taught us this. With a glory in his bosom 
that transfigured you and me. As he died to make 
[folk] holy let us live to set them free, while God is 
marching on. Glory. Glory, hallelujah. God’s truth is 
marching on.

Now go.

“I don’t care who you are, how the Lord has made you, what 
the world has to say about you. If you’ve been baptized into 

Jesus, you’re in the Jesus Movement and you’re God’s.”
– THE RT. REV. MICHAEL B. CURRY, PRESIDING BISHOP-ELECT

GO! We are 
the Jesus Movement

Thaden’s mosaics pictures 
are, clockwise, from right, 

“I Am My Brother’s Keeper,” 
“Legacy Tree,” “Trinity.” 

Thaden works with 
mosaic student Vickie Bailey 

in a recent “Mosaics for 
Meditation” class. 

PHOTO BY FRED MAST

See more of Kathy Thaden’s 
works on her website: 
wwwthadenmosaics.com 

Twenty middle schoolers from four Front 
Range churches – Good Shepherd in 
Centennial, St. Gregory in Littleton, St. 
Barnabas in Denver and Church of the 
Transfiguration in Evergreen – spent a 
week in Grand Junction this summer on 
a mission trip. Hosted by Church of the 
Nativity in Grand Junction, the teens 
staffed an arts and crafts fair for younger 
children and did work on a nature trail on 
the Church of the Nativity campus. 
PHOTO BY FRED MAST
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    FORT COLLINS PRIEST HONORED

  Hiram Kano:  
“If you look at 
  the lives of saints,
  it was him”

SALT LAKE CITY – The fierce thunder of taiko 
drums reminded worshippers at the July 1 Eucharist 
at the Episcopal Church’s General Convention of the 
intensity of the life and witness of the late Rev. Hiram 
Hisanori Kano, who transformed his imprisonment in 
World War II internment camps into a mission field.

The 78th General Convention officially included 
commemorations for Kano and four others in “A 
Great Cloud of Witnesses: A Calendar of Commemo-
rations,” for use in the next triennium.

Meanwhile, back in Fort Collins, Addie Kano, 87, 
sat in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, her parish home 
and the last parish where Hiram Kano 
served in retirement, and watched while 
the event was live-streamed. It’s not ev-
ery day a child watches while a parent is 
declared a saint of the church. 

Myrne Watrous, a St. Paul’s parishio-
ner who attended the Salt Lake City Eu-
charist, said the honor was fitting. “If you 
look at the lives of saints, it was him,” she 
said of Kano, whom she knew. “He left a 
life of wealth to become a farmer in Ne-
braska and to preach the word of God, to 
talk the talk and walk the walk.”

Bishop Scott Hayashi of Utah presided at the Eucha-
rist that honored Kano, who died in 1988 just short of 
his 100th birthday. Oct. 24 will serve as the official day 
for the commemoration of Kano, who authored Nikkei 
Farmer on the Nebraska Plains, a memoir tracing his 
early life in Japan to his move to America (Nikkei refers 
to people in the Japanese diaspora). It included stories of 
his time in the various camps where more than 100,000 
people of Japanese descent were forced to live during 
World War II. In the camps, Kano led worship, minis-
tered to and taught those around him, including his jail-
ers, other prisoners, and German prisoners of war.

Kano’s son, Cyrus Kano, 94, a retired mechanical 
engineer who lives in Cape Cod, Mass., said his father 
would want to be remembered “as a man of God.”

About his camp experiences, Kano turned adversity 
into fertile mission territory: “He said, well, God put 
me here, what does he want me to do?” recalled his son.

Kano immigrated to the United States after a youth-
ful encounter with William Jennings Bryan in his na-
tive Japan stirred his sense of adventure. Kano earned 
a master’s degree in agricultural economics at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska, then became an activist and lead-
er among the Japanese “Issei” or the first-generation 
Japanese-American community, many of whom had 
come to farm or to work on the railroads.

The Rt. Rev. George Allen Beecher, then bishop of 
the missionary Diocese of Western Nebraska, heard 
about Kano’s activism in 1921, when state lawmakers 
were considering legislation that would preclude Japa-

nese immigrants from owning or inheriting 
land, or even leasing it for more than two 
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years. The bill also would have forbidden them from 
owning shares of stock in companies they had formed.

Kano and Beecher met and traveled together to the 
state capitol to address lawmakers, who eventually 
passed a less restrictive measure. 

Beecher persuaded Kano several years later to be-
come a missionary to the Japanese-American communi-
ty, estimated at about 600. In 1925, Kano and his family 
moved to North Platte. He was ordained a deacon three 
years later and served two mission congregations, St. 
Mary’s Church in Mitchell and St. George’s Church in 
North Platte. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1936.

Soon after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941, 
Kano was arrested on the steps of his church in North 
Platte. Interned in five different jails and prison camps, 
he continued teaching other Japanese to read and write 
English until, in 1944, the government allowed him to 
attend Nashotah House, an Episcopal seminary in Wis-
consin. He remained there until the end of the war.

During the war years, his wife, Aiko Ivy Kano, kept 
their family together by moving close to where her 
husband was incarcerated and earning a living as a 
seamstress. When he was released, the Kanos returned 
to their Nebraska farm and he continued to serve his 
people as priest and teacher. In 1953 the Kanos became 
naturalized American citizens. 

“Busy” is the way Addie Kano remembers her fa-
ther. He was always working, whether caring for oth-
ers, or studying, or preparing sermons.

Even so, she didn’t realize the tremendous impact 
of his ministry upon the community, she said. “I just 
knew that he was busy, and that he went back and 

21st Century Evangelism
Geocache draws seekers to 
St. Barnabas, Cortez – literally!

CORTEZ – Many congregations struggle with go-
ing outside their own walls to be a visible and effective 
presence in their communities, yet evangelists teach 
that that’s just what the church must do to survive. But 
the Episcopal Parish of St. Barnabas of the Valley has 
discovered an effective way to bring the community 
right to the church doors. 

The Rev. Leigh Waggoner, the rector at St. Barn-
abas, is using geocaching as a way to draw adventurers 
from far and wide to her church. 

Geocaching is a “real-world, outdoor treasure hunt-
ing game using GPS-enabled devices,” according to 
geocaching.com, a site that explains how to geocache 
and connects users with caches that are posted by oth-
er users. The site boasts more than 2.6 million active 
caches and 6 million users worldwide.

Waggoner started geocaching as a way to learn more 
about orienteering. “I had originally been interested in 
orienteering and couldn’t find anybody to teach me 
how to do it,” she said. “I’m not a real tech-y person, 
but the more I thought about it, I decided to buy a GPS 
and just did it. It was great fun.”

The rules of geocaching are simple. The site allows 
users to search for caches based on their current loca-
tion. Once a cache is chosen, the user simply puts the 
coordinates in a GPS-enabled device that takes them 
to a treasure. After finding the treasure and enjoying 
the destination, users are asked to return the treasure 
so that others have the opportunity to find the cache.

“I end up going places I wouldn’t otherwise go, see-
ing things I just wouldn’t see and it’s just really fun,” 
Waggoner said. “I get really giddy seeing the cache.”

BY JOHN PUTNAM

The idea to place a cache at the church 
came when Waggoner decided that she 
wanted to hide a cache for the first time.

“I had never hidden one before,” Wag-
goner said, “and out of the blue I came up 
with the idea that if I put one at the church 
people would come to the church. And that 
is what has happened.”

The St. Barnabas cache is a small Altoids 
tin decorated with the Episcopal shield and 
a geocaching sticker. Inside are a variety of 
small treasures – stickers, a marble, a small 
ring. People are welcome to remove any 
of the items, but are asked to replace anything they 
remove with similar swag, so there will be something 
there for the next treasure hunter to find. 

Waggoner won’t say exactly where the cache is because 
that would spoil the fun of hunting for it. But it’s not bur-
ied, and it’s not inside the church because the church gets 
locked and the cache must be accessible at any time of day. 

“They can’t be where people can’t easily find them,” 
she says. “It’s outside the building, but you have to 
have the coordinates on the church to find it. Every 
once in a while, I’ll see someone out in the courtyard 
wandering around and looking. I’ll leave them alone 
for awhile, then give them a hint.”

Waggoner hoped that hiding a cache at the church 
would give the church more of a community presence. 
The website with the cache’s coordinates – N 37° 20.999 
W 108° 35.253 – describes the location like this: “This is 
one cool place. Everyone is friendly including the people 

Almighty God who has reconciled the world 
to yourself through Christ: Entrust to your 
church the ministry of reconciliation as you 
did to your servant Hiram Hisanori Kano, and 
raise up ambassadors for Christ to proclaim 
your love and peace wherever conflict and 
hatred divide; through Jesus Christ our Lord 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen. 

– COLLECT FROM “GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES:
 A CALENDAR OF COMMEMORATIONS,” FOR OCT. 24. 

A Book of Saints 
“Great Cloud of Witnesses: A Calendar of Commem-
orations” revises and replaces the previously autho-
rized resource, “Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating 
the Saints.” Both are supplements to “Lesser Feasts 
and Fasts,” the church’s commemoration of various 
saints and occasions not included as major holy days 
in the calendar of the Book of Common Prayer.

Learn more about geocaching: 
n   Check out the website geocaching.com

n   Visit the St. Barnabas...

n   Contact the Rev. Leigh Waggoner at  
     rector@stbarnabascortez.org

The Rev. Leigh Waggoner, rector at St. Barnabas, hides the geocache 
treasure in the church’s courtyard.  PHOTO COURTESY OF ST. BARNABAS

Geocaching has lured 147 people to St. 
Barnabas since June 2012.  PHOTO BY FRED MAST

forth, wherever we lived.” 
Kano retired in 1957 and he and his wife moved to 

Fort Collins to be near Addie, who was working for 
Colorado State University. He continued to serve as an 
assisting priest at St. Paul’s. 

“Addie has often stated that her father would not 
have been the man he was and accomplish all that 
he did without her mother,” said Mary Jean Currier, 
a St. Paul’s parishioner and longtime friend. “The al-
tar flower arrangements honoring Father Kano at St. 
Paul’s always have pink roses for Mrs. Kano.”

After Kano’s death in 1988, he was made a Saint of 
Local Observance in the Dioceses of Nebraska and Col-
orado. Every year several parishes in the two dioceses 
have observed his feast day on the Sunday nearest his 
death. In 2008, on the 20th anniversary of his death, St. 
Paul’s held a special celebration. The children of the 
parish performed a play about his life, special banners 
with Japanese kanji for “listening” and “compassion” 
were made, a special folk song was written, and a reci-
pe was developed for Father Kano Treats using rice – in 
honor of Japan – and corn – in honor of Nebraska. 

Mary Jean Currier contributed to this report. 

(LEFT) The Kano family in 1949. From left, the 
Rev. Hiram Kano, Aiko Kano, Addie Kano and 
Cyrus Kano. PHOTO BY CHUCK HASPELS

(ABOVE) Addie Kano, the daughter of the Rev. Hiram Kano, 
gazes at a photo of her father in her home in Fort Collins. 
PHOTO SUPPLIED BY MARY JEAN CURRIER

“I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches 
hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, 
the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.” 

– ISAIAH 45:3

who come here for lunch on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays. You’d be welcome, too. Even if you are not 
hungry feel free to enjoy a quiet moment in the court-
yard, or come in and say ‘hi.’ We’d love to meet you.”

Since hiding the cache in June 2012, 147 people 
have come looking for it, and 139 have found it. Some 
left notes. “Definitely a cool sanctuary, and cool to find 
the folks there hiding a geocache,” wrote one searcher, 
identified only as “LostintheClouds,” visiting from the 
United Arab Emirates. “When I first read the descrip-
tion, I was certain it was an ice cream parlor. Happy 
surprise to find where it really was.” 

“To me it’s a way of saying we’re part of the com-

munity,” Waggoner said. “We’re playful, we like to 
have fun, and we like to meet new people.” So far, no 
one has actually come inside to join diners at Grace’s 
Kitchen, the lunchtime feeding ministry to the home-
less and hungry that St. Barnabas hosts. But people 
have come in to see the church. 

Along with the adventurers from the UAE, “a cool 
sanctuary” has attracted community members, passer-
bys from neighboring states, and out of town Episco-
palians who enjoyed finding a comfortable and famil-
iar spot at the end of their journey.

For those looking to join in on the fun, Waggoner 
suggests heading to the website, geocaching.com, or 
tagging along with a friend.

“They’ll think it’s silly and stupid and get hooked,” 
Waggoner said. “I think it’s stupid and I love it.”

Waggoner also wants to help other churches that are 
interested in setting up a cache. It costs nothing to partic-
ipate. “Other churches can use it just like we have,” she 
says. “You never know what will attract people. For me, 
it says a lot about St. Barnabas. It says we’re welcoming. 
It says we’re playful. We’re open. We do new things, try 
new things. People are looking for churches like that.”

mailto:rector@stbarnabascortez.org


Episcopalians: Telling our story, telling it better

A Q&A with author Greg Garrett
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BY THE REV. REBECCA  JONES

Texas author Greg Garrett, the keynote speaker for 
Diocesan Convention, Oct. 1-3, has been electrifying the 
Episcopal world with his latest work, “My Church is Not 
Dying: Episcopalians in the 21st Century”(Morehouse 
Publishing), released in April.

In it, Garrett – a seminary-educated professor of Eng-
lish at Baylor University – reminds Episcopalians of all 
that’s right with the church, from a deeply rooted love of 
beauty and intellectual pursuits to a generous acceptance 
of a broad swath of theological perspectives to a stubborn 
insistence on social justice. We are, he says, uniquely po-
sitioned to light a path for others to follow, to show others 
what it is to be church. 

But that’s not to say there are no hurdles ahead. 

What will you be discussing at Diocesan Convention. 
Can you give us a preview?

I’m going to be talking broadly about my new book, 
My Church Is Not Dying, which tries to point out some 
of the great beauties of our tradition and inject a positive 
note into a conversation that often seems to be defeat-
ist and too narrowly focused on declining numbers in 
a society where people are no longer joiners. But more 
broadly, I’m going to be talking about story, since that’s 
what I do: write, teach, analyze, and hold up stories as 
the connective tissue of our lives. I want to remind peo-
ple how our tradition and our culture share some of the 
great stories that define us as human, and encourage us 
to tell our stories—and to tell them better!

What do you hope people will take away from the 
presentation?

I love that you use the word “hope,” because first 
and foremost I want people to realize that the good work 
that they are doing is paying dividends, whether or not 
they’re seeing immediate results. The Episcopal Church 
has amazing gifts to offer a fragmented and impover-
ished world, and I’m going to do my best to remind us 
of that during our time together. I want people to feel 
fed spiritually, emotionally, and intellectually through 
our conversation, through worship, and through com-
munity. And I hope to send us all back into the world 
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

In your book, you speak about the price the church 
has had to pay in the past for doing the right thing.
Can you speculate on how paying that price impact-
ed what the Episcopal Church became, and what 
paying the price today will mean for tomorrow’s 
Episcopal Church? In other words, is it always 
worth it? Is the price ever too high? 

The price we have paid is the same price that every 
Christian (or more broadly, religious) group is going 
to have to pay to wind up on the right side of history. 
We’ve lost our cultural dominance over the last 50 
years, but the church was never meant to be dominant. 
It seems to me that we’ve often done our best work 
when we’ve been in opposition to power, and when 
we’ve espoused values that stand in opposition to 
the dominant culture: Look at the Desert Fathers and 
Mothers. Look at St. Francis. Look at Presiding Bishop 
Hines in the Sixties. 

We’re in position now to reach out to a genera-
tion of people hoping for transcendence and sick of 
the Culture Wars. I’m truly excited about the possi-
bilities for the church in the coming years. The price 
was high: we lost people we loved who believed they 
couldn’t faithfully walk alongside us. But we will see 
that the stands we’ve taken for love and justice are 
exactly the things that will attract new Episcopalians. 
They certainly drew me.

Could you share some of the best ideas you’ve seen 
about ways to draw people to the church, and to 
make them feel welcomed once they’re there?

Churches grow when people are spiritually fed, 
when the stories of the church are told with vigor and 
passion, when communities form. When my former 
rector, David Boyd, invited me to serve at our church 
in Austin, St. David’s, he didn’t ask me to come and 
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This year’s convention theme – Proclaiming the Kingdom – will focus delegates’ attention on creating and
 sustaining vital and vibrant ministries in their communities. The seminar options reflect that. Here’s a look 
at what convention-goers will be discussing in various sesseions:

SESSION 1
n   Technology in the Kingdom of God – presented by the Rev. Peter Floyd
n   Our faith is not dying: Faith formation in the 21st century – 
     presented by Dr. Greg Garrett, the Rev. Canon Ken Malcolm, Joseph Wolyniak and Lara Beckwith
n   Ways to Talk About Racism & Racial Justice in Your Church – presented by Lelanda Lee
n   Roots of Injustice, Seeds of Change: Toward Right Relationship with Native People – presented by Ann Cairns
n   Doing Asset-Based Community Development in your Church Community – 
     presented by the Rev. Linda Brown, Lauri Briscoe, the Rev. Jan Pearson
n   Connecting Soul and Role: Forming Effective Church Leaders for the 21st Century – 
     presented by Marilyn Stranske and Paul Michalec
n   Bridging the Chaos with Contemplative Living: Making Space to Hear the Voice of God – 
     presented by the Rev. Andrew Cooley
n   Starting and sustaining campus outreach: A roundtable discussion – 
     presented by the Rev. Dr. Gary Brower and Daniel Coffey

SESSION 2
n   Congregational Discernment for Same Gender Blessings and Marriages – 
     panel discussion moderated by the Rev. Bonnie Spencer
n   Health Ministries - Choosing to Live as a Healthy Church Family – presented by Alice Marie Slaven-Emond, R.N.
n   Church Development Institute Presents: Living Your Strengths – presented by the Rev. Jadon Hartsuff
n   The Good News About Disaster Preparedness – 
     presented by Hill Grimmett, Diocesan Disaster Relief and Preparedness coordinator
n   Spiritual Discernment in Congregational Life OR God’s Calling... Are You Listening –  
     presented by the Rev. Sandy Boyd and the Rev. Catherine Tran
n   “This Fragile Earth, Our Island Home”: Engaging Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si (“Praise to You, My Lord”) – 
     presented by Dr. Greg Robbins, Anita Sanborn, Maria Talero and the Rev. Peter Sawtell
n   Spiritual *and* religious: A summit on faith formation, the Anglican Way – 
     presented by the diocesan faith formation team

SESSION 3
n   Technology in the Kingdom of God – presented by the Rev. Peter Floyd
n   Ways to Talk About Racism & Racial Justice in Your Church – presented by Lelanda Lee
n   Doing Asset-Based Community Development in your Church Community – 
     presented by the Rev. Linda Brown, Lauri Briscoe, the Rev. Jan Pearson
n   Mental Illness and the 21st Century Church: What Difference Can We Make? – 
     presented by Sheila Brockmeier and the Rev. Mark Meyer
n   Is Godly Play Worth the Trouble? Children and The Parable of the Leaven – 
     presented by the Rev. Jerome Berryman
n   E-vangelism: Sharing the story via social media (in a world that hates evangelism – 
     presented by the Rev. Canon Ken Malcolm, Joseph Wolyniak, Lisa Kimball and the Rev. Kyle Oliver

PLENARY
n   Empowering Women for Advocacy and Ministry – presented by Helen Achol Abyei and Lelanda Lee

Convention seminars to focus on creating 
vital and vibrant ministries

preach great sermons that would bring people in the 
doors. He invited me to come and help the people of 
St. David’s work toward the Kingdom of God. That’s 
what we’ve done, and what many parishes in Colo-
rado have done. Growth is a result of doing that, not 
consciously trying to grow. 

Have you seen any ideas that seemed ingenious at 
the time, but that backfired or had other 
unintended consequences?

I think one example of the seemingly ingenious bad 
idea might be the business model of church governance. 
The church, thanks be to God, is not a business, and 
the normal rules of supply and demand, profit and loss, 
are suspended in favor of the economy of abundance. I 
know there are practical decisions that have to be made 
about limited resources. I know the electric bill has to 
be paid. But as Bishop Greg Rickel says in the fore-
word to my book, unlike a corporation, the business of 
the church is not simply continuing to do business. If 
that’s all we’re thinking about, it means we’ve lost the 
true mission of the Church.

Any outright bad ideas out there, in your opinion? 
The Episcopal Church should not try to entertain. 

My friend Rachel Held Evans has written about con-
scious attempts to create worship experiences designed 
to attract Millennials… The truth is, our charism is not 
crowd-pleasing worship. What Millennials value is au-
thenticity and the possibility of a transcendent experi-
ence, something that takes them out of their everyday. 
Rachel’s own journey from evangelical Christian to 
Episcopal Christian suggests that when we do well what 
we do well, people will be drawn to it. 

Can you say a little about “Journey” groups, and 
how a parish might go about setting them up? What 
makes them successful, and what causes them to fail?

St. David’s was a pioneer in Journey groups, and it was 
a necessity because of the size of our parish. The Rev. Ken 
Malcolm (now Canon for Faith Formation and Leadership 
Development in Colorado) and a staffer, Rebecca Hall, put 
Journey groups together around common interests, and as a 
way of building mini-communities into the larger ecclesia. 
They’re generally lay-led, as people’s passions and exper-
tise intersect with the interests of others, and they lead to 
a strong sense of spiritual connectedness even for people 
who don’t identify as regular Sunday morning worshipers. 
I think they would fail if they were too closely linked to 
clergy and staff ideas about what people ought to want: we 
already get to program adult formation. Journey groups are 
a different thing, and they should revolve around the needs 
and desires of the people in them.

Ashes to Go: Outstanding way to bring liturgy out-
side the walls of the church, or gimmick that cheap-
ens what should be a profoundly solemn experience?

You and I have seen both arguments, right? I get the 
negative. I love the Ash Wednesday service, and the lit-
urgy still gives me chills. But not everyone is going to sit 
through that service. Ashes to Go is fast food liturgy, but 
it can also be immensely satisfying. I’ve seen people on 
6th Street in Austin with tears in their eyes during Ashes 
to Go. And maybe the most important thing to remember 
is that almost every one of the people receiving ashes on 
the street are people who were not going to darken the 
doors of our churches—at least not on Ash Wednesday. 
This is community outreach with a long view. If our job 
is working toward the Kingdom of God, here’s a touch of 
God’s grace, love, and beauty in the midst of lives that 
hadn’t anticipated it. And some of them will remember.

What should our goals be, in terms of building 
a healthy church in the future? Are we too 
focused on numbers? On bottom line? 
What SHOULD we be looking at?

I have the great luxury of not 
working for the church, which 
means I don’t have to focus on 
the bottom line. I know that 
there is one. I know churches 
and dioceses can’t run at a 
deficit. I know there are reports 
to fill out, numbers that indicate 
in a very tangible way whether our 
pledging units are pledging enough. Or 
even whether there are enough pledging units! 

But my book also argues that every 
Christian tradition—and most of our social 
organizations—are undergoing a downturn 
which is broadly cultural. That means it’s not enough 
simply to open our doors and continue to offer beau-
tiful worship, although I think we’re certainly called 
to that. We’re also called to open our doors to com-
munity organizations, and to let our love and passion 
for God call us back out into that community. Many 
of the things we do as the Church may not be reflect-
ed in Sunday morning numbers, and we have to find 
a way to accept that. Again, thankfully, I’m not going 
to be the one tasked with developing that equation.

What obstacles must we overcome, as a church, to 
reach those goals?

I think one of our biggest obstacles is simply the 
inertia of the way we’ve always done things, of what 
the Episcopal Church has often been: rich, influential, 

at the top of the food chain. I’ve talked to plenty of peo-
ple in churches with endowments who have essentially 
told me, “We’ve got enough money to keep the doors 
open through the rest of my tenure here. Why should I 
change anything?”

Conversely, I think some of us are afflicted with 
fear: fear that there aren’t enough parishioners, enough 
interest, enough money. It’s hard to make good deci-
sions when we’re afraid. Often we do things out of des-
peration. God’s Church may wax in some places and 
wane in others, but God’s Church is never going to dis-
appear. It is going to change, though, and we need to try 
to embrace that. Again, I think we have to remember 
the many gifts our tradition can bring to a broken and 
alienated world.

What solutions can you suggest to overcome 
those obstacles? 

I’m going to talk about some things with you all 
that seem to me to be important. Telling our stories is 
one. Episcopalians are traditionally—and culturally—
bad at evangelism. We imagine that the word means 
something other than what it ought to mean: our oppor-
tunity to tell the world about the gifts of our tradition, 
and the love and grace of our creator God as we have 
seen them manifested through Jesus the Christ. 

We must reach out in love to a world that has been 
badly burned by some dominant stories of Christian-

ity. I do a lot of media and public programs, and since 
I’m always identified as a person of faith, I can speak 
with some authority about how the church has been 
brought into disrepute. I’m hopeful about the fu-
ture, though, because Episcopalians seem to be more 
identified with stories of love and acceptance for all 
God’s children, and that identification will make a 
difference in years to come.

Anything else you think it’s really important for 
Episcopalians in Colorado to be aware of, to face, 
and/or to act on?

Episcopalians come from a tradition that values 
art, literature, and the culture. I’ve been teaching 
in Oxford all summer, where C.S. Lewis lived and 
worked and drank, so I’ve been thinking about this 

“Churches grow when people are spiritually fed, 
when the stories of the church are told with vigor and 
passion, when communities form.”                   

– GREG GARRETT

more than usual. While some Christian traditions are 
suspicious of stories from the larger world, many of 
them are telling our stories—sometimes better than 
we are. I often say that one of our central jobs as peo-
ple of faith is to help others make connections to the 
great stories that have grace, hope, faith, and redemp-
tion at their heart—which is most great stories, if you 
stop and think about it. 

Sometimes I say that my job is to lay breadcrumbs 
back to the tradition. If I can get people to see how 
their favorite Springsteen song, or Les Miserables, or 
Pulp Fiction, or Harry Potter is in a very tangible way 
retelling our stories and employing our metaphors, it 
opens up the possibility of dialogue. And if I can hon-
estly speak of how part of my appreciation for those 
works comes from my faith, it says something very 
real about how the God of Truth and Beauty works 
in this world.

Greg Garrett received his Ph.D. in English from Okla-
homa State University in 1989, did post-doctoral work 
in Holocaust Studies at the University of Oregon in 
1997, and received a Master of Divinity from the Epis-
copal Theological Seminary of the Southwest in 2007. 
He is the author of more than 20 books, including 
Crossing Myself (2006); and Stories from the Edge: A 
Theology of Grief (2008).



BUENA VISTA – For the past 10 years, the Ladies’ 
Sewing Group at Grace Church has donated its time, 
talent and treasure toward participating in the Quilts 
of Valor Foundation.

The goal of this foundation, headquartered in Sea-
ford, Del., is to cover every wounded U.S. soldier re-
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A GIFT OF GRACE

14 years, 234 Quilts of Valor for America’s wounded soldiersEpiscopal Church celebrating 100 years in Sterling

if you go
Good Shepherd Pumpkin Patch
Where: 8545 E. Dry Creek Road, Centennial
When: 10 a.m. to dusk, every day, Oct. 10-31
Volunteer opportunities: Help is needed unloading 
the pumpkins, and in staffing the patch. Volunteers sign 
up for three-hour shifts.
Information: 303-740-2688.

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in Centennial 
will host its sixth annual Pumpkin Patch, opening for 
business on Oct. 10. The patch will be open seven 
days a week, from 10 a.m. to dusk. 

Voted two years in a row as one of the Top 20 places 
to take children by KidsOutAndAbout magazine, the 
pumpkin patch offers an assortment of sizes and styles, 
grown on the Navajo reservation in New Mexico. Pro-
ceeds from the pumpkin patch go directly to ongoing 
service projects supported by Good Shepherd: St. Fran-
cis Center, St. Clare’s Ministries, Covenant Cupboard 

– all Jubilee Ministries – and House 
of Hope and HAAT Force, located in 
Arapahoe and Douglas counties. 

Get your pumpkins! 
Sales support church
outreach programs

BY CAROL COVERT
BY THE REV. REBECCA  JONES

STERLING – Prince of Peace Episcopal Church will 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of its ground-breaking 
in October. But long before that happened, the women 
of the community had been laying the groundwork to 
bring an official Episcopal presence to the community.

Church records show that the Women’s Guild was 
active as early as 1886, and that services were held 
once a month in the old town hall, and later in the mov-
ie theater and in the Masonic Temple. Prayer books 
and hymnals were carried to these various places of 
worship in a clothes basket, and worship was at times 
interrupted by the activities of mice and rats.   

The first building – dubbed All Saints – was a white-
washed wooden structure. Apple boxes and boards 
served as seats. A box, draped with a sheet, served as the 
altar. In 1932, parishioners were still chuckling about 
the time – sometime around the turn of the century – 
when a visiting priest from Fort Morgan brought along 
his “magic lantern,” an early type of image projector, 
to illustrate a talk he planned to give. Sadly, the lantern 
caught fire and the accident broke up the meeting.

It was the women who funded these visiting priests, 
who typically came once or twice a month. Minutes from 
the Women’s Guild meeting of Oct. 26, 1910, show that 
each member agreed to pay $1, then continue to pay 25 
cents or more each month toward the minister’s salary. 

The following year, the Guild voted to rent the “Ger-
man church” at a cost of $1.50 per service with hear, 
or $1 without heat. They paid for this by hosting teas, 
making and selling aprons, comforters and bath rugs, 
serving luncheons and dinners, having rummage sales 
and bake sales. In short, they did all the things faithful 
women have done for generations. 

Meanwhile, they took on the additional task of rais-
ing the $4,000 needed to construct a permanent church 
building. Here’s how the Sterling Democrat reported 
their activities, in a story on July 15, 1915:

“Members of the Episcopal church of this city antici-
pate the erection of a $4,000 church without delay – that 
is if the money therefor can be raised, and this is quite 
likely for the ladies of the church have been canvass-
ing industriously for several days, and as they do not 
ask one to beggar himself to meet the requirements but 
accept thankfully any offering made, one feels like con-

tributing the limit just to show appreciation of a change 
from the ordinary program. To start with the ladies had 
$2,000 in cash and a lot on the corner of Second Avenue 
and Phelps Street. Two thousand dollars therefore re-
mained to be provided. They hope to begin work by the 

first of August. The building is to be of brick.”
The color of the brick marked the first schism in 

the band of Sterling faithful. Some wanted red. Oth-
ers wanted brown. The choice of a mottled brick at 
first satisfied very few, but eventually, the building’s 
beauty won over the critics. Ninety years later, when 
the building was listed in the Colorado State Register 
of Historic Properties, it would be this mottled brick, 
along with the wooden tracery around the stained glass 
windows and the original pews, that drew the attention 
of the Colorado Historical Society. 

The building is believed to have been designed by 
Henry A. McComb, a Philadelphia architect, who worked 
off sketches sent to him that had been drawn by one of 
the vicar’s daughters. Much of the original interior of the 
church remains in use, including the wooden pews. 

The building’s signature stained glass window on 
the north side was not part of the 1915 construction. 
The stained glass wasn’t added until the 1970s, said 
Al Peltzer, junior warden. But the wooden tracery 
that holds the glass in place IS original. That’s why 
the State Historical Fund has provided $15,000 to help 
with the restoration of the window.

“It has a lot of wood rot in it, and it’s sinking and 
bulging,” said Peltzer. “It definitely needs attention.”

The restoration project will involve removing the 
two-story window, inspecting the wooden frame-
work, then taking the window to a professional work-
shop for analysis. Eventually, the church will deter-
mine the best method for reconstructing the window. 
But for the next year or two, the hole will likely just 
be covered with plywood. 

The Rev. Lyn Burns, rector of Saint Charles in Fort 
Morgan, who has been working in a mission partner 
relationship with Prince of Peace for over three years, 
is amazed and inspired by the energy, faithfulness and 
creativity of this small, but determined congregation.  
“Under the committed leadership of Pastoral Leader, 
Mary Anderson, Prince of Peace constantly seeks 
ways in which to build community with neighbors and 
to tend to the ‘least and the lost,’ often in partnership 
with other organizations,” Burns said.

 Over the July 4th weekend, a concert featuring local 
musicians, and including a patriotic “sing-along” thrilled 
a Sterling audience that packed the sanctuary.  The con-
cert was followed by dinner, prepared by the folks from 
Prince of Peace. The free-will offering taken during the 
concert will go toward the stained glass window project. 11

The Episcopal Asset Map aids in information sharing, 
networking, church shopping, mobilizing disaster relief

The Diocese of Colo-
rado is involved in an 
exciting project called 
the Episcopal Asset 
Map, which you can see 
online at episcopalasset-
map.org – and the local 
version, the Colorado 
Asset Map, at edco.epis-
copalassetmap.org.

The development of 
the Asset Map is a partnered ministry between the 
United State Disaster Program at Episcopal Relief 
& Development and the Episcopal Church’s Of-
fice of Justice and Advocacy Ministries. The map 
is a powerful tool that allows you to see not only 
what is happening around our own diocese, but 
also what is going on in neighboring dioceses and 
around the church. 

“The asset map grew out of the US Disaster Pro-
gram of Episcopal Relief & Development as an 
attempt to index the relevant resources for a post-
disaster response effort: the food pantries, parking 
lots, generators, shower facilities, bilingual church 
staff and the like,” said Ethan Lowry, asset map in-
tern for the western region of the U.S. “We’ve cre-

ated a searchable, visual database of all the ministry 
programs, human resources, and physical assets for 
every Episcopal church, school, and other institution 
across the entire United States -- and that informa-
tion is submitted by folks in congregations via an 
easy online survey.”

The Episcopal Asset Map began as a tool for this 
sort of disaster work, but has grown beyond that ini-
tial vision. It is now capable of being used to con-
nect congregations to other people doing similar 
work (networking), to foster development of new 
ministry (information sharing), exploring Episcopal 
churches in a new city (church shopping), finding 
Episcopal Service Corps programs or campus min-
istries and more.

Its usefulness as a tool in disasters and emergen-
cies remains. In the event of a future large-scale di-
saster, such as the floods of 2013 or a big fire, the 
diocese’s disaster plan calls for opening an incident 
response center. The role of the diocese in such an 
event will be to quickly assess the needs of our af-
fected parishes and to help mobilize the resources 
they need. Having the Asset Map ready as a tool will 
be enormously helpful.

Right now, the Colorado Asset Map is still being 
populated with information, and so it is not yet fully 

Hill Grimmett

The mottled look of the brick used to construct the historic church initially caused controversy, but the 
beauty of the building eventually won over detractors.  PHOTO BY AL PELTZER

the rich resource it will become. The success of this 
map depends on participation by all the congregations 
and ministries in the diocese. 

As you explore the map, please take a moment 
to find your church or institution. You’ll notice the 
“Take the Survey” at the top of the page for your 
facility; you or another member of your congrega-
tion can take the initiative and begin to complete 
the form; it’s really quite simple. Once a Diocesan 
Map Administrator has approved suggested chang-
es, they will appear on the updated map. You can 
help in opening the work and gifts of The Episcopal 
Church to the world.

Hill Grimmett is the Disaster Response and Recovery 
Coordinator for the Episcopal Church in Colorado.

The first building – dubbed All Saints – was a white-washed 
wooden structure. Apple boxes and boards served as seats. 

A box, draped with a sheet, served as the altar.

turning from war since September 11, 2001. To date the 
ladies of Grace have completed 234 Quilts of Valor and 
the foundation itself has awarded more than 120,000 to 
major medical military centers here and abroad. 

This year, the Grace quilts were sent to the Greater 
Los Angeles Veteran’s Administration Healthcare 
system in California; the Michael E. DeBakey Veter-
an’s Administration Medical Center Women Warriors 

Program; and to the American Legion Post 98 on the 
Zuni Indian Reservation in Zuni, N.M. 

The project at Grace is funded annually by sponsors 
within the congregation and the community who donate 
the cost of the fabric and postage required for each quilt, 
contributing in honor of, or in memory of, a loved one. 

To learn more about the Quilts of Valor Founda-
tion, go online to qovf.org. 

At left, the flag quilt was presented to Commander Keith Baker, U.S. Navy Retired, a member of the congregation. 
Above, a look at all the quilts made by the Sewing Group this year.

http://qovf.org
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Bishop Andudu

Sudanese bishop-in-exile dreams of a school for peace

For a man utterly devoted to peace, Bishop Andudu 
Adam Elnail has known precious little of it since as-
suming his office as bishop of the Diocese of Kadugli 
in the Episcopal Church of Sudan. 

Andudu was just 31 when he was consecrated in 
2002, becoming the youngest bishop in the Angli-
can Communion. 

Now 44 and headed into his fourth year as bish-
op-in-exile, living in Denver, far from home and 
family, Andudu no longer feels the exhilaration he 
once did. “I don’t feel young anymore,” he admits. 
“I feel tired now.”

But his passion for peacemaking remains strong. 
So strong, in fact, that he has been accepted into a 
graduate program in conflict transformation at the 
Center for Justice and Peace building at Eastern 
Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 
He’s been granted a sabbatical leave from his epis-
copal duties to complete the two-year program, but 

he must still raise the funds to 
cover the costs, estimated at just 
over $24,000 a year.

“If I complete this course, 
I want to go back and help my 
community,” he says. “In our schools, we can intro-
duce a curriculum about peace that will help all the 
generations. I want to open a school for peace. Be-
cause war did not take us anywhere. It just caused de-
struction and pain.”

The war that has so devastated Sudan’s South 
Kordofan region, home to the Nuba  and the Diocese 
of Kadugli, began in June 2011, just as the war be-
tween Islamic Government of Sudan and South Sudan 
was ending. On June 6, Sudanese government forces 
bombed and raided the town of Kadugli. The militia-
men burned the diocesan offices and diocesan guest 
house. Shots were fired at Andudu’s home and every 
thing was taken or burned. 

But Andudu was not there. He had left two weeks 
earlier to come to the United States for medical 
treatment, intending to stay just one month. Today, 
Andudu is a wanted man. Should Sudanese gov-
ernment officials capture him, he has no doubt he 
would be killed. He cannot return home; at least, 
not officially

Yet he still is shepherd to his people. He periodi-
cally returns to visit those churches in areas that are 
accessible to him, in regions controlled by the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army, along the border in the 
Nuba Mountains. 

“I can’t go to all the places, but where I can go, ” 
says Andudu. “On my last visit, in April and May, we 
confirmed many people. The church is very strong, 
and the people are strong in their faith. In the 13 years 
I have been bishop, I have not seen the church like 

Help with Bishop Andudu’s
tuition expenses
St. John’s Cathedral has created a designated ac-

count to accept donations to help Bishop Andudu 

pay for tuition and expenses at to study conflict 

transformation at Eastern Mennonite Univeristy, 

which are estimated to be about $24,000 a year. 

To contribute, send checks to: St. John’s Cathedral, 

1350 Washington St., Denver, CO 80203. In the 

memo line, put “Bishop Andudu.” 

this, so strong and so united.”

Yet living conditions there are daunting and danger-
ous. During Andudu’s last visit, two Anglican schools 
were damaged from bombardments, and one church 
was destroyed. 

“The lack of health services is bad,” Andudu says. 
“There is no clean water, and not enough medicine. There 
isn’t enough food, and the children are malnourished.”

Back in Denver, Andudu spends his days lobby-
ing on behalf of his people. He has become a tire-
less advocate on behalf of the people of the Nuba 
Mountain region, regardless of their religion. “Our 
people feel as though the world has forgotten them,” 
he wrote to President Obama in 2013. “We continue 
to be bombed from the air daily. Bombs land on 
farms and schools, churches and mosques, clinics 
and markets. Innocent civilians, women and chil-
dren, are killed carrying on their daily lives. Those 
who survive live in constant fear, and for four years 
they have lived in caves in the mountains... If the 
political situation is not addressed and aid is not de-
livered to the people immediately, the catastrophe 
will grow until it is too late.”

Andudu likes to recall the times before the war, 
when he was able to negotiate peaceful settlements 
in various disputes in his diocese. Sometimes, it just 
boiled down to sharing a meal together, and being re-
spectful of religious and tribal differences. 

“We have over 70 tribes in my diocese,” he says. 

“When I open the peace school, I will get children 
from every tribe to come and study in boarding school. 
They will learn together. They will eat together. And 
as they grow, they will know how to live together with 
other tribes in unity and peace. I want to encourage 
many people to be peacemakers.” 

“I was born in war and raised in war,” he says. 
“I need to plan for peace for the next generation by 
spreading a culture of peace so that other genera-
tions will not suffer like my generation. In the re-

gion, little has been done about a peace culture, but 
the process needs serious planning, strategies and 
time. We have to start now.”

At night, Andudu settles into his small apartment 
across the street from St. John’s Cathedral, and 
studies, prays … and works the phone and answers 
emails. “I talk on the phone a lot at night, because in 
Africa it’s daytime,” he says. “People call me, and I 
have to talk to them.” 

He misses his family, his wife and his five children. 
They are in Uganda, along with many other Sudanese 
exiles. There’s a thriving Anglican community there, 

“I was born and raised in war. 
  I need to plan for peace for the next generation 
  by spreading a culture of peace so that other generations 
  will not suffer like my generation.” 

– BISHOP ANDUDU

and Andudu sees them from time to time. 

Andudu isn’t sure what the future holds for him or 
for the people of the Diocese of Kadugli. But he feels 
certain God will use him. “I feel that God is calling me 
toward this work for peace,” he says. “I don’t know 
how it will happen. This is the challenge, and I’m 
praying God will help me.” 

“Please,” he says, “please request that the people of 
Colorado pray for the people of Nuba too.” 

(LEFT)  When Bishop Andudu visits 
Sudan, worshippers use whatever
is available to conduct services. 
Here, an old tree limb 
serves as a kneeler while 
the bishop ordains a deacon. 
PHOTO COURTESY BISHOP ANDUDU

(BELOW)  Bishop Andudu dreams 
of the day he can open a 

school for peace, and enroll 
students from each of the 70 tribes 

in the Diocese of Kadugli. 
PHOTO COURTESY BISHOP ANDUDU

Members of the incoming group of Episcopal Service Corps interns are, from left, David Burman, Tempestt Cosby, 
Courtney Kotowski, Harlowe Wang, Alaska Lam, Andrew Watson, Brittany Casavant and Georgianna Hicks. 
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Colorado Episcopal Service Corps to bring eight new interns
to Columba House in Denver, Centennial House in Steamboat
BY TORY KUEPPER

The Colorado Episcopal Service Corps is beginning 
its third year with a full complement of interns: five at 
St. Columba House in Denver and three at Centennial 
House in Steamboat Springs. 

The interns arrived in Colorado in August, and will 
serve in their respective placement sites until July 
2016. They will live in intentional community with 
one another, serve full-time at various non-profit orga-
nizations and deepen their own spiritual lives through 
faith formation and vocational discernment. 

“We’re delighted to have been able to recruit such 
an outstanding group of young adults,” said the Rev. 
Canon Rebecca Crummey, executive director of Colo-
rado ESC. “They will spend this year exploring all the 
many ways God may be calling them to service. Hav-
ing them here in Colorado for the year is a huge gift 
to our diocese and to the organizations where they will 
serve this year.”

This year’s St. Columba House interns include:

n Andrew Watson of Columbia, South Carolina, 
a recent graudate of the College of Charleston in 
Charleston, S.C. He will be serving as the Jubilee 
Ministry intern, working on asset-based community 
development at the 32nd Avenue Jubilee Center and 
assisting on Tuesday nights at St. Clare’s Ministries. 

n David Burman, who was born in Toronto, but has 
spent most of his life in Knoxville, Tenn.  He is dis-
cerning a call to the priesthood in his home diocese, 
and will be serving at Urban Peak, an overnight 
shelter for youth in Denver. 

n Tempestt Cosby, of Memphis, Tenn., an avid musi-
cian and songwriter. She will serve at Senior Sup-
port Services, Denver’s only day center for hungry 
and homeless seniors.  

n Courtney Kotowski, a native of Cleveland, Ohio, 
who will work with Work Options For Women, an 
organization that trains economically disadvantaged 
women for work in the food industry. 

n Alaska Lam, who recently received a bachelor’s 
degree in Economics and Entrepreneurship from 
the University of Michigan, who will work with 
the Women’s Bean Project, which provides tran-
sitional employment, job training, and support to 
women in Denver. 

The Centennial House interns, who will live and 
work under the direction of the Rev. Catie Greene, 
associate for young adult and youth ministry at St. 
Paul’s, Steamboat Springs, include:

n Brittany Casavant, a native of Indianapolis and a 
recent graduate of Belmont University in Nashville. 
She will serve at Boys and Girls Club of Northwest 
Colorado in Steamboat Springs.

n Georgianna Hicks, of Harrisonburg, Penn., who 

has a degree in digital media production but has 
worked as a costume designer, legal assistant, art 
director and teacher. She will work Lift-Up of Routt 
County, which provides assistance to meet basic hu-
man needs and promotes self-sufficiency

n Harlowe Wang, a recent graduate of the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Barbara, who will serve 
at Yampatika, a nonprofit environmental education 
organization, providing outdoor education to youth 
and adults.

The Colorado ESC also welcomes an intern from the 
Anglican Studies program at Iliff School of Theology 
for the first time this year. Tory Kuepper, a parishioner 
at St. Thomas, Denver, who is working on a Master of 
Divinity degree at Iliff, will serve as program coordi-
nator for the year. 

For more information about the staff, interns, and 
mission of the Colorado Episcopal 
Service Corps, visit the website, esc-
colorado.dioco.org.

Bishop Andudu spends 
his evenings responding 
to emails and talking on 
the phone to his flack in 
Sudan, where it is nine 
hours ahead of Denver. 
PHOTO BY 
REBECCA JONES



and the Rev. Minnis 
briefly left the church – 
and the priesthood – fol-
lowing that. He began 
selling insurance, and 
continued to sell it for 
the next 40 years. But he 
soon returned to the church and his priesthood was 
restored. For many years, he focused his ministry on 
serving Native Americans. 

“The last service Bill did, a few weeks before he 
died, was for one of the matriarchs of the Mni Wiconi 
organization,” Martine Minnis said. “He was with 
that group almost 45 years in many different sites. 
He got to meet some incredible, wonderful families 
and amazing Native American clergymen. He always 
said it was a privilege, never work for him. He felt his 
vocation was a huge gift.” 

The Rev. Minnis never lost his love of all things 
Western. In his 60s, he learned to rope. He and his 
horse – the namesake of Old Nugget, the horse that 
transformed his life in 1947 – often went on rides 
with the Roundup Riders of the Rockies.

He also loved travel, and continued to travel often, 
even in the face of debilitating health problems in his 
later life. “He’d been very sick with multiple my-
eloma for several years, but he went to Europe three 
times with this disease, even though he lost 9 ½ inch-
es in height because of all the bones he broke from 
the disease,” he wife said. “He was a real fighter.”

In addition to his wife – and his horse – the Rev. 
Minnis is survived by three daughters: Shirley 
Collier of Kansas City; Maire Turk of Parker; and 
Molly Gripka, of Paraguay; six grandchildren; his 
brother, the Rev Joseph Minnis of Wisconsin; a sis-
ter, Mary Hand, of New Jersey; and many nieces 
and nephews. 
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Treasures in Retirement: 
Long days and fast years

MILESTONES Diocesan Calendar
S E P T E M B E R
12  . . . . . . . . . . . .Northwest Regional Convocation

13  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation: 

St. Matthew’s, Parker

19  . . . . . . . . . . . Southwest Regional Convocation

20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation: 

St. Augustine, Creede; 

St. James, Lake City

26 . . . . . .Sangre de Cristo Regional Convocation

27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation: 

St. John, New Castle; 

All Saints, Battlement Mesa

O C T O B E R
1-3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Diocesan Convention, 

Colorado Springs

4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation: 

St. Raphael, Colorado Springs

5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s Office closed

11  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation: 

St. Michael and All Angels, Denver

22-24  . . . . . . . . . .Church Development Institute, 

Cathedral Ridge

25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation:

St. Matthias, Monument

28-30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Resort ministry conference, 

Cathedral Ridge

N O V E M B E R
1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation: 

St. Timothy’s, Centennial

5-7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s Advisory Committee 

on Ordained Ministry retreat

8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation: 

St. Brigit’s, Frederick

17-18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Standing committee

22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation: 

Trinity, Kremmling

D E C E M B E R
6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishop’s visitation:

Transfiguration, Vail

BY THE REV. REBECCA JONES

OBITUARY

The Rev. William Minnis
JULY 11, 1937 – JULY 6, 2015

The Rev. William H. Minnis grew up in New York 
City, but his life was forever changed when, as a 
10-year-old, he spent the summer riding a horse in 
Wyoming. From that point on, he yearned for the 
West and the life of a cowboy. 

He became a bivocational priest instead, splitting 
his time among parish ministry, ministry to Native 
Americans living in Denver and selling State Farm 
insurance. He died on July 6, just a week short of his 
78th birthday, following a lengthy illness. 

His wife, Martine, says he would want Nugget, his 
horse, to be included on the list of his survivors. He 
never stopped wanting to be a cowboy. 

Born in Joliet, Ill., to the Rev. Joseph and Katherine 
Minnis, his family moved to New York City when he 
was very young. He grew up at Church of the Inter-
cession on 155th Street in Manhattan, and attended 
Trinity School. 

In 1947, his father, then an Episcopal priest, was 
called to spend the summer serving St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church in Dubois, Wyo. One of the parishio-
ners there, a rancher, gave the Rev. Minnis and his 
brother, Joe, horses to ride that summer, to keep them 
out of trouble. “That totally changed Bill’s life,” said 
his wife. “He decided he never wanted to go back to 
New York City.”

In 1954, his father was elected bishop of Colorado 
and the family returned to the West. The Rev. Min-
nis graduated from Denver’s East High School, then 
went on to study history at the University of Colo-
rado, where he won a baseball scholarship. He en-
rolled in seminary at Nashotah House in Wisconsin, 
and was ordained a deacon and later a priest in 1964.

His first assignment was as vicar of St. Andrew’s 
in Manitou Springs. He later served at St. James, 
Wheat Ridge; St. Michael and All Angels, Denver; 
and Holy Redeemer. 

The great sorrow of his life came when his father 
was forced to resign as bishop of Colorado in 1968, 

Retired clergy and 
spouses, along with 
surviving spouses, 
gathered in Dagwell 
Hall at St. John’s Ca-
thedral in July for a 
summer luncheon, 
greeting old friends 
and welcoming new 
ones. Dagwell Hall is 
a beautiful and gra-
cious space that pro-
vides a sense of the 
past and the present.

Looking around the room at friends old and new, 
I thought about a reflection from John Shea’s book, 
The God Who Fell from Heaven. “Our faith may 
be encapsulated in single stark statements, like 
‘God is love.’ But its implications burst slowly, 
like delayed fireworks, over the long days and fast 
years of our lives”.

If you read the last issue of the Colorado Epis-
copalian you met, in a story about the royal wed-
ding , our speaker, Ian Thompson. Ian is the head 
sexton and a verger at St. John’s. I think we often 
forget the feeling of connection and intimacy there 
is in storytelling, especially in sharing our own 
life’s story. Ian shared not just the practical facts of 
preparing for such an event, but also personal feel-
ings, as well as the feelings of the British people 
and the smiles of the royal grandmother, grandfa-
ther and the other family members. We saw slides 
of Westminster Abbey in preparation, the bride’s 
bouquet on the Unknown Warrior’s Tomb, the 
beauty of Westminster itself and seeing a slice of 
the wedding cake!

In October, Ed and Sara Morgan, along with 
Bert and myself, will travel to Camp Allen, Tex-
as, outside of Houston, for the annual Provincial 
Chaplains conference, sponsored by The Church 
Pension Fund. It is always an engaging and infor-
mative time to discover how we all can better serve 
and be served.

And now, may the Lord bless you, may the Lord 
keep you and make his face to shine upon you.

Joanne Womack is a longtime spiritual director and 
clergy spouse in Colorado.

New Northwest Regional missioner
seeks to deepen Western Slope connections

MEEKER – The 
Rev. Scott Hollen-
beck, the new Mis-
sioner for the North-
west Region of the 
diocese, knows how 
easy it is for parishes 
in small, rural com-
munities to start to feel 
isolated, and to forget 
just what it means to 
be Episcopalian. 
His parish, St. James, 

is about an hour from the closest Episcopal parish, and 
farther than that to the nearest fellow Episcopal priest. 

Despite that, he’s convinced the ties binding the 
churches in the northwest part of the state are as deep 
and strong as anything experienced on the Front Range. 
He feels his job as missioner will be to strengthen and 
deepen them even more. 

“We Western Slopers are well connected because 
we work at it,” says Hollenbeck, 58, rector at St. 
James since 2007. “It involves a lot of traveling – and 
commitment to travel – that you don’t see on the Front 
Range. It’s just the nature of where we live. I want 
to continue to foster that. It’s important to raise and 
highlight our Episcopal identity and what that means 
in terms of our communal life.”

Hollenbeck succeeds the Rev. Harrison Heidel as 
missioner for the region. Heidel, formerly the rector 
at St. Barnabas in Glenwood Springs, left Colorado in 
the spring to accept a call in Hot Springs, Va. 

Traveling has always been a big part of Hollenbeck’s 
life as a priest. Ordained in 2006, he spent his first 
year shadowing the Rev. Warren Hicks and serving in 
Creede, South Fork, Monte Vista and occasionally in 
Alamosa, all while living in Pagosa Springs, his home 
since 1986. Some Sundays, he put 200 or more miles on 
his car. He felt a deep kinship with an earlier generation 
of circuit-riding priests who traveled great distances 
just to make church happen in much of Colorado.

“Arriving here in Meeker, at first I was so thankful I 
would have a sacristy where I could park my stuff and 
feel grounded,” said Hollenbeck. “And no sooner had 
I done that than I realized I felt called to begin keeping 

that type of ministry with Rangely.”
Now, Hollenbeck travels the 57 miles from Meeker 

to preside at St. Timothy’s in Rangely once a month.
It’s all quite a change from his first career, selling 

doughnuts in Chicago.
Born and raised in Wisconsin, he studied music at 

Lakeland College in Sheboygan. That’s where he met 
his wife, Dawn. He graduated in 1979, got married in 
1980, then moved to Chicago to help run his in-laws’ 
family business, a pair of Dunkin’ Donut franchises.

“Dawn had hers and I had mine, and they were both 
among the Top 10 stores in the Chicago market,” Hollen-
beck said. “We enjoyed the hard work, but not the sacri-
fices. There was no church at all for us during that time. 
It was a 24/7 responsibility, working with a staff of 60.”

The Hollenbecks left Chicago in 1986 to move to Pa-
gosa Springs, where Dawn’s parents had retired. There, 
they started a camera shop, photo studio and process-
ing lab. But even as changes in technology made photo 
processing obsolete, Hollenbeck increasingly found 
himself doing ministry from behind his store counter. 

“The industry changed from conventional film to digi-
tal, and we were going to have to come up with major 
capital to keep going,” Hollenbeck said. “But as that door 
was closing, my call to ministry presented itself. I think 
that call had been latent since my college days. I had been 
putting forth a lot of energy keeping God at arm’s length.”

In 2002, at age 45, Hollenbeck headed off to the Seminary 
of the Southwest in Austin. His wife and daughter, Kara, re-
mained in Pagosa Springs to care for Dawn’s father. 

When Hollenbeck was called to Meeker in 2007, he 
quickly settled in to the community, hoping to bring sta-
bility both to the parish and to his family. “We were ‘all 
in’ in Meeker,” he said. “And it’s been a wonderful and 
enriching walk with the folks not only of St. James but 
with the community as well. I’m amazed by the inter-
relationships here. We have a lot of people who aren’t 
here in the pews, but they have connections with the 
parish. At a certain level, they consider themselves part 
of us, and have an interest in our health and vitality as a 
parish. I guess it’s a phenomenon of small towns.”

He sees accepting the role of regional missioner as 
an extension of that sense of connection. “We’re all 
dependent on each other,” he says. “And because of 
the distances between us, there’s a huge potential for 
the regional missioner to highlight all the great stuff 
that’s going on out here.”

OTHER CLERGY MILESTONES
n The Rev. Dean Smith, rector at Peace in Christ 

Episcopal-Lutheran Ministry, Elizabeth, will retire in 
December

n The Rev. Bruce Swinehart has been called to be 
rector of St. James, Wheat Ridge.

n The Rev. Bonnie Spencer, rector of St. Paul’s, Fort 
Collins, will retire in November.

n The Rev. Nick Myers, associate at Grace & St. 

Stephens in Colorado Springs, has been called to 
be vicar at St. Paul’s, Indianapolis. His wife, the Rev. 
Deacon Bethany Myers, deacon and Community 
Life Director at Chapel of Our Saviour in Colorado 
Springs, has left to join him in Indianapolis. 

n The Rev. Deacon Linda Brown has left her position 
as General Manager of the 32nd Avenue Jubilee Cen-
ter to transition her diaconal ministry more toward 
the needs of the north metro and Broomfield area. 
She serves as deacon at Holy Comforter, Broomfield. 
The Rev. Deacon Jan Pearson and Lauri Briscoe 
have been named interim general managers. 

Scott Hollenbeck

The Rev. William Minnis

n The Rev. Dr. Lin Lilley has been appointed in-
terim rector of St. Mark’s, Durango.

n The Rev. Deacon Pam Stewart has been called 
to serve as deacon at the Church of St. Peter & St. 
Mary, Denver. 

n The Rev. Deacon Nancey Bookstein has been 
called to serve as deacon at St. Brigit’s, Frederick

n The Rev. Brian Winter has been called to be 
priest-in-charge at Christ’s Church, Castle Rock

Joanne Womack

A Solemn Requiem for all those killed in wartime
Saint Michael and All Angels’ Church, Denver, 

will host Remembrance Sunday on Nov. 8 with a 
Solemn Requiem at the 10 a.m. Mass, including the 
singing of Gabriel Faure’s Requiem. 

Remembrance Sunday was introduced last year by 
Saint Michael’s rector, the Rev. Trent Fraser, in the 
hope it would become an annual observance. It is in 
memory of all those killed in war. 

While not entirely unknown in the United 
States – Saint Thomas Fifth Avenue in New York 
City and the Cathedral Church of Saint Paul in 
Detroit have observed Remembrance Sunday for 
decades – the service is far better known in the 
United Kingdom, Canada and other countries of 
the British Commonwealth.  

At the 11th hour on the 11th day in the 11th month 
of 1918, an Armistice was reached between the 
forces of the Allies (United States, Britain, France, 
etc.) and those of the soon-to-be deposed Kaiser 
Wilhelm II (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman 
Empire, etc.) While the Treaty of Versailles didn’t 
bring World War I to an official end until June 1919, 
many churches marked the signing of the Armistice 

on Nov. 11 with an annual service of remembrance. 
Armistice Day became Veterans Day in this country, 
while it became Remembrance Sunday elsewhere.

Why adopt this English/Commonwealth practice 
when we observe Memorial Day in May? While 
Memorial Day is properly observed by many, the 
proximity to Eastertide and the Feasts of the Ascen-
sion, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday and Corpus Christi 
makes the offering of a Solemn Requiem for the War 
Dead impossible. Thus, it was thought appropriate 
to locate this observance in November, which ac-
cording to Church tradition, is dedicated to the faith-
ful departed. 

All are welcome to attend the Solemn Requiem. 
Anyone wishing to sing Requiem by Gabriel Fauré 
with the choir of Saint Michael’s is invited to con-
tact Director of Music Matthew Norwood, 720-
301-3673 or matthew.s.norwood@gmail.com for a 
rehearsal schedule. Saint Michael and All Angels’ 
Church is located at 1400 South University Bou-
levard, Denver, just north of the University RTD 
Light Rail station.

mailto:matthew.s.norwood@gmail.com
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Property Questionnaire Update
Thank you to everyone who completed the property question-

naire. Over 77% of the Churches in the Diocese have completed 

the form. If you are still working on the questionnaire, it is still 

important that you send in your responses. Please call Pennie 

Goodman or Scott Asper if you have any questions. 

Below are a few quick stats from the completed questionnaires:

n The average parish hall size is 2,386 square feet

n The average number of parking spots is 61

n Seven parishes reported multi-functional property use 
 by doubling as a parish and a daycare or pre-school!

Did you know that you 
can give a gift of stock
to your Church?
More Episcopalians are making gifts of appreciated stock to 
their Churches and other Episcopal institutions in Colorado. 
With the stock market at historic highs, this is an excellent time 
to consider a stock gift.  

Benefits of making a gift of appreciated stock 
(must be held for at least 1 year):

n Immediate tax deduction for full market value of stock
n Avoid capital gains tax
n No need to use funds in the bank

Gifts of appreciated stock are an excellent way to complete 
one’s annual pledge or to make a special gift to your Church. 
The Foundation completes these gifts for the benefit of con-
gregations at no charge.

Making a gift of stock is very easy. Simply follow these steps.

n Complete the Stock Gift Instruction and Designation letter 
available on our website

n Fax or e-mail the signed form to the Foundation and  
your broker

n Check with your broker for their requirements

That’s it!  The proceeds will be forwarded to your Church   
after the shares are sold.  

Completed stock gift transactions in the last several years:

2015 (TO 7/31) . . . 50 transactions . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,004,000
2014  . . . . . . . . 92 transactions . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,072,000
2013  . . . . . . . . 90 transactions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $728,000 
2012  . . . . . . . . 91 transactions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $886,000
2011  . . . . . . . .   64 transactions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $409,000
2010  . . . . . . . .   64 transactions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $863,000
2009  . . . . . . . .   65 transactions  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $451,000
2008  . . . . . . . .   62 transactions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $408,000

DONATE A WINNING INVESTMENT!
Let’s say you want to donate $3,000 to your Church. There 
are many ways to donate as well as many ways to receive 
tax benefits for your donation. Most people write a check for 
their annual pledge and receive a $3,000 income tax deduc-
tion. But what if you wanted to keep your cash in the bank? 
If you bought $1,000 worth of stock fifteen years ago that 

TUNE-IN: If you would like to get regular notices 
about planned giving and legacy journey resources, 

please email:  pennie@coef.org

has appreciated to $3,000, then sold it, you would have a capital 
gain of $2,000 dollars and would owe $300 in tax (if you were in 
the 15% capital gain tax bracket). However, if you donated the 
shares of stock instead of selling them, you would avoid the $300 
tax bill and receive a deduction for the full value of the stock. You 
help yourself while helping your Church and the $3,000 check 
you were going to write now stays in your bank account!

mailto:OFFICE@COEF.ORG
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