
 

 

Thoughts from a Welsh 
sheepdog 

In place of Fr. Duncan’s usual article, this 

month we are pleased to welcome a guest 

writer: Pip the Welsh border collie. 

“Cyfarchion o gymru! (That is ‘Greetings 

from Wales’ in my language!) I met your Fr. 

Duncan in July when he visited my green and 

pleasant land on his holidays. I remember 

spotting him as he watched me herding sheep 

at the Royal Welsh Show. He was bundled up, 

looking like the Michelin man, complaining 

about the cold. “Good grief, boyo! It’s the 

middle of summer,” I barked. I don’t think he 

understood me, as he is an ignorant 

Englishman and thinks my language is silly 

and pointless. 

Anyway, he was so impressed by my 

outstanding performance driving sheep around 

a field, through obstacles, and into a pen, that 

he asked me to write his column for him. 

Now, I have to admit I was rather magnificent. 

In fact, I was perfect. Those sheep know 

who’s the boss, unlike that man with a stick 

who was standing in the field, whistling and 

occasionally calling my name. I don’t know 

who he was, but I just ignored him and got on 

with the job single-handedly. Border collies 

are the most intelligent breed of dog, you 

know, and we don’t need men in wellington 

boots telling us how to do our job.  

So, Fr. Duncan tells me that I have to write 

something inspiring. No problem. Any dog 

who works in the sheep business, knows a 

thing or two about 

the Good Shepherd. 

So here are a few 

things I have 

learned about being 

a good sheepdog. 

Lesson 1: Focus. 

There’s no way 

those sheep are 

going into that pen if I’m thinking about 

what’s for dinner, or regretting the mistake I 

made yesterday. Focus. Living in the present. 

All you have is now. Finding the Good 

Shepherd in what you’re doing. Spending 

every ounce of energy in the moment. Some 

people now call it mindfulness, but Christians 

have called it ‘prayer’ for centuries. It’s the 

only way to herd sheep and the only way we 

can live for the Good Shepherd joyfully. 

Regrets about the past and worries about the 

future are a waste of time, and won’t get the 

sheep in the pen. 

Lesson 2: The Good Shepherd loves you - 

live with it. Now, I’d be a very silly dog if I 

worried about where my next meal was 

coming from. I know it’s going to be there, in 

my bowl, just like always. The Good 

Shepherd has never let me down (even when I 

chewed up that wellington boot when I was a 

puppy) and he won’t start now. 

Lesson 3: Obey. OK, so I was joking earlier 

(Continued on page 2) 
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when I said that I don’t pay attention to the man in the 

boots. Truth is, we work as a team. I do my job and he 

does his. He’s taller than me so he can see things better. 

That means I need to listen for his whistles – one means 

go left, one means go right, another means lie down. I 

know that he loves me, and if I do what he asks then 

we’ll get those sheep penned in no time. 

Lesson 4: Enjoy your life! I love to run. In fact, 

working for the Good Shepherd is the happiest thing I 

know. I’d rather do this than be a serious police dog or a 

sniffer dog.  

Lesson 5: It’s all going to be OK. One day I’ll be too 

old to herd sheep. But then I know I can live a quiet life 

with my humans, happily growing old together. I will 

always be useful to the Good Shepherd. I will always be 

a good companion and loving friend, even when I’m too 

old to run around outside. 

So, my friends. It has been nice to write to you. Your Fr. 

Duncan says you are a well-behaved herd of sheep, so 

make sure you stay that way. I know where you live. 

Don’t forget to stay close to the Good Shepherd. 

hwyl fawr 

Pip 

It has been said that as we grow older, our perception of time seems to change as 

the days, weeks, and months simply seem to fly away. And, while I could always 

appreciate the sentiment behind this timeless adage, I must confess that this truism 

has proven particularly challenging for me over the last few weeks with the reality that Labor Day will sadly 

mark the end of my internship at Mt. Calvary.  

As I reflect upon my time in Camp Hill, it’s hard for me to believe that nine months have come and gone, 

and in a few short weeks I will say farewell to Father Duncan, Deacon Pat, the Parish staff, and all of you 

who made my time at Mt. Calvary a profoundly formative and rewarding experience. 

Now I realize that saying good-bye is never easy…it is not easy for those who must depart, and it is never 

easy for those who remain and say farewell. I have learned however, that memories are precious gifts from 

God that allow us to remain connected when time and distance creates separation, and it will be my 

memories of Mt. Calvary and all of you that will sustain me as I venture forth in my quest for ordination as a 

priest. 

In closing, let me simply say ‘thank you, thank you, thank you’ for your kind and gracious hospitality; your 

precious mentoring, your prayers and heart-felt encouragement; I will never forget these days and in 

particular, all of you! 

Peace and Blessings, 

Rob 
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Welsh sheepdog  
(Continued from page 1) 

A tearful goodbye from our Intern 

Rob 

Pip showing them who’s boss at the Royal Welsh ShowPip showing them who’s boss at the Royal Welsh Show   
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Dear People of God in the Episcopal Diocese of Central 

Pennsylvania: 

Grace and Peace in the name of Jesus. 

I write to you to convey my greetings as I begin work in 

our diocesan offices and to share with you the joy of the 

work of our General Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

held in these past two weeks. At Convention I was 

welcomed into the House of Bishops and have witnessed 

the workings of both the House of Bishops and the House 

of Deputies in their striving to be faithful to the Gospel. 

The work has been broad and deep and I know that in the 

weeks and months to come, our deputation will share the 

fullness of the Convention’s deliberations. In this letter, I 

want to highlight two significant accomplishments on the 

part of our Church. 

On Saturday, June 

27, 2015 we elected 

The Rt. Rev. 

Michael B. Curry, 

Bishop of North 

Carolina, to be the 

27th Presiding 

Bishop of The 

Episcopal Church. 

Presiding Bishop-

elect Curry is the 

first African American to be elected to this role in our 

history. He is a gifted preacher and is passionate about 

evangelism and social witness. Commenting on his 

election and the future, Bishop Curry said, “Our work is 

actually the work of participating in the Jesus movement, 

which seeks to realize God’s dream and seeks to 

accomplish God’s mission in this world.”  

Bishop Curry will take office on November 1, 2015 

following his consecration at the National Cathedral. He 

will succeed The Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori, 

who has served as Presiding Bishop for the past 9 years. I 

look forward to Bishop Curry’s spiritual leadership of the 

Church. I believe that the focus that he brings on our 

participation in God’s mission as followers of Jesus is key 

to our vitality. 

On Wednesday, July 1, 2015, the Convention passed two 

resolutions making canonical and liturgical changes to 

provide marriage equality for Episcopalians. 

One of the resolutions changed the wording of the canon 

titled “Of the Solemnization of Holy Matrimony” to 

remove references to marriage as being between a man and 

a woman. The other resolution presented new liturgies to 

accommodate same-gender marriage in The Episcopal 

Church, including a revised version of the current liturgy 

in the Book of Common Prayer that uses gender-neutral 

language. These liturgies were approved for trial use in the 

next triennium in each diocese with the permission of the 

Bishop Diocesan. The resolution also allows priests who 

find it not morally consonant with their own beliefs to 

decline their participation in these rites. At the same time, 

the Bishop will be bound to make these liturgies accessible 

to all couples who desire them. These deliberations were 

carried out with a great measure of prayerfulness and 

respect for those in each House with dissenting opinions. 

The grace of God carried the day in allowing these changes 

to come about and for God’s unending measure of 

inclusivity and love to prevail. I look forward to meeting 

with the clergy of our diocese for conversation about these 

changes and to discuss them at our fall Convocation 

meetings, as well. 

I am proud of our Church and the way that it has listened 

closely for the Spirit of God to direct us. I am heartened by 

our willingness to be bold in the name of Love. And I look 

forward with eager anticipation to the good work that we 

will do together, in the name of Jesus. 

Glory to God whose power working in us can do more 

than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation 

to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever 

and ever. (Ephesians 3:20, 21) 

In Christ's Love, 

The Reverend Audrey C. Scanlan 

Bishop-Elect 

- See more at: http://www.diocesecpa.org/news/

bishopsmessage#sthash.lfHLC4qe.dpuf  

A Message from Bishop-

elect Audrey about 

General Convention 

BishopBishop--Elect Scanlan with Presiding Elect Scanlan with Presiding 

BishopBishop--Elect CurryElect Curry 

http://www.diocesecpa.org/news/bishopsmessage#sthash.lfHLC4qe.dpuf
http://www.diocesecpa.org/news/bishopsmessage#sthash.lfHLC4qe.dpuf
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I’m writing this piece in the middle of summer, 

hopefully for you a time with some relaxation, 

leisure, and perhaps travel. For church musicians, 

summer is also a time of planning. Music publishers 

inundate the mailbox with catalogues, CD’s, and 

sample anthems of new offerings. And, in the age of 

the internet, I am able go online and both listen to 

the music and look at the score. With planning for 

fall start-up, All-Saints, Advent and Christmas on 

my mind, a real sense of anticipation and excitement 

comes over me this time of year. When packages of 

new anthems arrive, I feel like a kid on Christmas 

morning!  

When I look at offerings by contemporary 

composers writing for the church, I’m always struck 

by the diversity of worship style and thus the 

diversity of music. Within the Christian church, 

people on any given Sunday are waving their arms, 

clapping their hands, dancing in the aisles, or 

kneeling in quiet reflection. They are singing with 

organs, pianos, praise bands, single drums, and with 

no accompaniment. They are singing contemporary 

praise music, Gregorian chants, hymns from the 14th 

c. through the present, classical choral masterpieces, 

and offerings of contemporary anthems in every 

imaginable style.  

When I was younger, and particularly as a music 

student, I was always concerned with having the 

“right” music. After all, had not my organ professor 

said to graduating seniors, “As you go out to serve in 

churches throughout the country, your mission 

should be to elevate taste.” It did not take long for 

me to consider the inevitable question, “Whose taste 

would that be?” Whatever style of liturgical music 

you enjoy probably depends on many factors, 

including church affiliation background, education, 

exposure, geography (yes, I’m a sucker for those 

Appalachian mountain tunes) and, let’s face it, age. I 

have come to love most styles of music (not so much 

on folk songs!) and can be brought to tears by both 

Mozart’s Requiem and the old 

Gospel hymn, “It is Well with 

My Soul,” unfortunately not in 

our hymnal. And I’m so 

grateful for the many 

contemporary composers writing music for the 

church, while keeping in mind the size and 

limitations of most church choirs.  

At Mt. Calvary, my goal is to sample as much as 

possible the great treasure trove of music written for 

the Christian Church. We are a liturgical church, so 

music is integrated into the fabric of worship and is 

not “performance.” On any Sunday, you may hear 

Brahms, Bach, Handel, Haydn, Cherubini, or 

Mendelssohn, as well as American Spirituals, Taize, 

contemporary praise songs, and offerings of 

wonderful contemporary composers encompassing a 

couple of generations: Eugene Butler, Hal Hopson, 

Leo Sowerby, Austin Lovelace, Gorden Young, and, 

more recently, Joseph Martin, John Ness Beck, 

Robert Lau, Dan Forrest, Jay Althouse to name just a 

smattering. At Mt. Calvary we are fortunate to have 

a choir with the ability and dedication to interpret 

much of this music.  

So, if the music doesn’t speak to you on any given 

Sunday, come back. There will be something 

different next week.  

In my reading and study, I try to save quotations 

about music that strike me as containing great truth. 

I’ll be including these in future ramblings in this 

publication. Here’s the first offering: 

The church always knew what the psalmist knew: 

Music praises God. Music is well or better able to 

praise Him than the church building or all the 

decoration therein; it is the church’s greatest 

ornament. 

Igor Stravinsky 

     Lynn Alt 

So Many ChoicesSo Many Choices  
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External light must touch a calcified soul; 

a lapidary heart, perhaps more receptive to radiance,  

wraps a particle within. 

It expands in time, glowing among cracks, 

melting pebbles, 

to pierce even a stone soul—to emit a  

spiritual light. 

Leslie S. March 

20 June 2015 

Camp Hebron 

Women’s Retreat 

Something to meditate on in the late 

summer sun... 

Illumination Four 

Women’s RetreatWomen’s Retreat  

June 2015June 2015  
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“God has given each of you a gift from his great 

variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one 

another.” (1 Peter 4:10) 

When you look at Mt. Calvary's website you are 

probably surprised at the variety and number of 

activities going on in the church. A recent review of 

the website found 19 different activities.  

However, what is also worthy of note is that only 

about 10% of the members are actively involved in 

Mt. Calvary activities. 

Christians are fundamentally defined by being 

servants to their fellow men and women, but we also 

have an innate need to contribute to a higher calling 

than living our everyday lives. 

“The desire to be a world changer is planted in the 

heart of every human being, and that desire comes 

directly from the heart of God. We can suffocate that 

desire in selfishness, silence it with the chatter of 

competing demands or bypass it on the fast track to 

personal achievement. But it is still there. 

Whenever we wonder if the daily eight-to five grind 

or our round-the-clock parenting tasks are all there is 

to life, that divine desire nudges us. Whenever we 

feel restless and unsatisfied, the desire whispers in 

our soul. Whenever we wonder what a life of real 

purpose would feel like, the desire calls us to 

something more.” (Bill Hybels, The Volunteer 

Revolution) 

We asked some of our volunteers why they became 

involved in Mt. Calvary activities. Here is one 

response. 

“I have to admit that I am not very good at 

volunteering. I work unpredictable hours and get 

dragged into significant projects that put enormous 

demands on my time. For years, I have been more 

inclined to donate money and avoid committing my 

time. It’s not because I don’t want to participate. I 

just don’t like the idea of making a commitment and 

then not following through with my very best effort. 

I have come to realize that these are just excuses and 

that it’s important to have balance in my life. I do 

have talents that I can share with others, and with a 

little effort and perspective, I will find the time. 

People are in need. I don’t want to ever say, ‘I was 

too busy to help.’ ” 

Mt. Calvary can help you use your talents and apply 

your wonderful Christian spirit to helping others. 

Contact: 

 Pat Stromberg  pdsctromberg@verizon.net 

 717.737.7039 

“The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So 

pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask 

him to send more workers into his fields.”  

Jesus (Luke 10:2) 

God Wants You! 

 Plans for a New Sign on the grounds are 

under way. 

 The old green door opposite the sacristy 

has had its day, and its replacement has 

been ordered.  

 Efforts are underway to brighten up the 

Columbarium, including replacing the 

bench.  

 The choir stalls have been repositioned, 

with the introductions of steps. This will 

aid acoustics and visibility. 

 The bollards will be repainted. 

 The vegetation around the entrance sign 

will to be refreshed. 

News about our 

building and 

grounds… 
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We rejoice with the newest members of the family of 

Christ, via baptism: 

 Lily Margaret Fogarty, June 14 

 Jane Kirby Fogarty, June 14 

 Penelope Rose Fogarty, June 14 

 Ryan Samuel Doland, July 19  

 Mollie Elizabeth Fogarty, August 9. 

 

They join a vast family of Christians around the world, 

and through the ages. Among those dear to Mt. 

Calvary who are celebrating the anniversaries of their 

baptisms this autumn and winter are: 

 

 Scott Coulter St Peter, 11/8/98 

 Louise Morgan Gebauer, 11/8/98 

 Anna Louise Bostwick, 11/8/98 

 Olivia Anne Cunningham, 11/15/98 

 Andrew Hillary Bitting, 10/24/99 

 John Clark Miller IV, 11/14/99 

 Sydney Rose Hungerford, 11/19/00 

 Lee Marie Hungerford, 11/19/00 

 Isabel Clear Devereaux, 10/14/01 

 Matthew Charles Gurgiolo, 10/6/02 

 Logan Patrick Bedard, 10/6/02 

 Ellery Kate Klineyoung, 10/27/02 

 McKenna Grace Klineyoung, 10/27/02 

 Luke Adam Waldner, 10/27/02 

 Ivy Ellen Julseth, 10/2/04 

 Gennifer Renee Ball, 10/8/06 

 Noah Clearly Stevenson, 10/8/06 

 John Leonard Waldner, 11/19/06 

 Noah Cleary Stevenson, 10/8/06 

 Alex Robert Woodward, 10/23/08 

 Jack Riley Stevenson, 11/30/08 

 Owen Edward Trainer, 11/6/10 

 Mia Camryn Stevenson, 11/7/10 

 Adalyn Dorothy Sitta, 9/11/11 

 Ayden Stanley Lavertue Gora, 10/16/11 

 Colin Patrick Fogarty, 10/18/11 

 Elena Marie Goropoulos, 11/11/11 

 Samantha Christine Woods, 9/19/12 

 Laurel Anne Fox. 10/7/12 

 Brooks Michael Walker, 10/1/13 

 Catherine Louise Johnson, 10/ 27/13 

 Levi Boone Stevenson, 10/ 27/13 

 Selah Rose Stevenson, 10/ 27/13 

 Nathan Raymond Whittaker, 11/10/13 

 James Quinlan, 11/17/13 

 Michael Quinlan, 11/17/13 

 Tomas Diaz, 9/7/14 

 Zayla Gora, 10/5/14 

 Rory Langan, 10/19/14 

 

Celebrating our Family 

 The Outreach Coordinating Committee has decided to devote 10% of its income to international 

relief and development projects. This allocation of funds will be heavily weighted towards the 

“development” side, rather than “relief.” Mt. Calvary’s vision is that our missionary giving should go to 

projects that help people grow into sustainable lives, rather than keeping them dependent on others. For 

example, this means providing seeds, education, and technology to farmers to grow their own food 

rather than giving them the food itself. 

 The Shelter Team is looking to help elderly or infirm parishioners with small jobs around the house. 

See Brian Fogarty. 

 The Welcome and Evangelism Committee now gives out fridge magnets detailing our service times 

and contact information to all guests. If you’d like one please let Sally Ahrens know. 

Exciting news about God’s mission here and 

beyond... 

P a g e  7  
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Pizza Club 

Summer Pizza Club has been 

thriving, with plenty of indoor 

and outdoor fun during our 

expanded 2-hour sessions. 

We’ve played games outside, 

watched movies, devoured 

popcorn and pizza, and 

enjoyed the fellowship of old 

and new friends. There are 

two more sessions this 

summer, on August 11 and 18 

from 5:30-7:30. Fall Pizza 

Club will resume again in September, meeting on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month from 5:30-7:00. 

Nursery News  

Thank you to Alanna Stuart for her years of faithful 

service to the parish and to our young families. Alanna 

is stepping down from her role leading our nursery on 

Sunday, and she will be missed by our little ones and 

their parents. 

At the same time, we welcome her replacement, 

Andrea Chronister, who will step into this vital role of 

caring for our babies and toddlers while their parents 

are in church. Welcome aboard, Andrea! 

Safeguarding God’s Children Misconduct Training 

It is a Diocesan requirement that volunteers and 

employees participate in the training; it is also 

important to protect our parish and to keep our 

youngest parishioners safe. This training will take 

place on Sunday, October 25, 1:00 - 3:30, and is 

required of all volunteers and employees who work 

with children. Child Abuse Clearances and Criminal 

Background Checks are also mandatory; see Melanie if 

you have any questions about what you need to do to 

fulfill these requirements. 

 

First Communion Instruction 

Parents and children who are entering first grade and 

above are invited to participate in First Communion 

Instruction on Wednesday, October 28 from 6:00-7:30. 

Fr. Duncan will lead the children in a special lesson that 

focuses on the meaning of Communion, to prepare the 

children to receive communion with an understanding 

of this Sacrament and what it represents. The children 

will also prepare the communion wafers that will be 

served at the altar on November 1, which is All Saints’ 

Day. The children who participate in the instruction will 

be recognized during that service as well. 

Youth Group 

Led by Fr. Duncan and Melanie, this group of 5th 

graders and above will get together on the 2nd and 4th 

Sunday of each month beginning September 13. The 

meetings will be held from 5:30-7:00, and will feature a 

movie clip, discussion, and pizza.  

Mark your calendars for the first Monday of each 

month to volunteer at the Central PA Food Bank, 6:00– 

8:00 p.m. - starting Monday, October 5. 

Confirmation Instruction 

Confirmation class will be held on Wednesdays from 

4:30-5:30, and is for those 12 years and above who 

wish to be confirmed. The class will begin on 

Wednesday, October 7 and run through April, leading 

up to Confirmation Sunday on May 8, 2016.   

Blessing of the Backpacks - Sunday, September 13 

Operation Backpack is an outreach project that benefits 

school children who do not have the means to purchase 

the school supplies that will give them the tools and 

confidence to succeed.  This summer we have been 

collecting backpacks and school supplies to fill them, 

and will give the collection to Volunteers of America, 

which will then forward them on for distribution in the 

Harrisburg area.  

(Continued on page 9) 

Children and Youth News 

Red Cross Buddy the Red Cross Buddy the 

Blood Drop visits Pizza Blood Drop visits Pizza 

ClubClub  
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In addition, during the intergenerational service on 

September 13, bring your own school backpack to 

be blessed during the 10:00 service, and enjoy 

Rita’s Italian Ice afterwards. It’s a great way to start 

the new school year! 

Church School 

Mt. Calvary’s church school year will begin on 

Sunday, September 13. Instruction is given in the 

format of a lectionary-based curriculum; children and 

adults will be learning the same thing in church, so the 

week’s lesson can be discussed by the family 

afterwards. There is a need for a few new teachers – 

please consider participating in this rewarding 

ministry, which requires a commitment of one Sunday 

every 3-4 weeks, during the school year. 

Alternatively, you can volunteer as an assistant to 

help ensure that we are in compliance with the 

Safeguarding God’s Children policy.  

At the request of the children, will meet downstairs in 

the Youth Room at 9:30 each Sunday during the 

church school year for song and praise in the Youth 

Room, before joining the church school teachers for 

the lesson at 10:00. 

Summer Church School 

On Sunday mornings this past summer, our youth 

have been meeting together and learning about the 

importance of taking care of God’s creation. For 

example, we have studied wolves, humpback whales, 

polar bears, alligators, and hummingbirds. We have 

read about and talked about these amazing creatures, 

then watched videos about their incredible attributes 

and abilities. 

On Intergenerational Sundays, we stepped away from 

the from God’s Creation theme to instead focus on 

the “big church” Bible readings for that Sunday. On 

one such occasion, the class was split into two 

groups, and each group was told to build a wall with 

cardboard bricks as we discussed how as God’s people 

we sometimes build walls between us and God. As we 

talked and built, I noticed my young friend Rocco 

begin to cry. I asked him what was wrong, and he said 

that he didn’t like the wall-building game because God 

loves us and he wouldn’t want a wall to separate us. 

Rocco got the lesson, that walls like these are wrong 

and bring us sorrow, and his sincere heart helped his 

friends to understand the message as well.  

Children and Youth 
(Continued from page 8) 

1.  What is your 

favorite ice cream 

flavor? 

Cotton Candy 

 2.  What is your 

favorite pastime? 

Playing baseball - 

America’s national pastime! 

 3.  Who is your favorite sports team? 

Pittsburgh Pirates GO BUCS! 

 4.  What is your favorite big brother moment? 

I like being the person that shows John new things in life, 

like the first time we threw a baseball together, the first time 

I got to go with him to a Pirates game, the first time we rode 

the Lightning Racer together at Hershey Park, or even the 

first time riding bikes together to the pool. 

Spotlight on a 

Crucifer/Acolyte 
This month… Luke Waldner 

  

  

Building & Building & 

breaking down breaking down 

walls in walls in   

Church SchoolChurch School  

Luke Waldner & Luke Waldner & 

Matt GurgioloMatt Gurgiolo  
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Sept 1 Pastoral Care Committee, 4 p.m. 

  Spiritual Life Committee, 7 p.m. 

Sept 2 Welcome and Evangelism Committee, 7 p.m. 

Sept 3 Re-start of the Healing Service, 10 a.m. 

Sept 6  Farewell to intern Rob Granzow, 10 a.m. 

Sept 8 Housegroup – Autumn Module, week 1 

  Pizza Club, 5:30 – 7:00 

Sept 9 Women's Fellowship, 7 p.m. 

Sept 11 Banquet honoring our new bishop – Audrey 

Scanlan, the Hilton Hotel Harrisburg, 6:30 p.m. 

Sept 12 Consecration of the Rev. Audrey Scanlan as 

the eleventh Bishop of Central Pennsylvania, 

the Forum, Harrisburg, 11 a.m. 
Sept 13 Blessing book bags, intergenerational liturgy,  

10 a.m. 

 Sunday School Starts, 10 a.m.  

 Ice-cream social coffee hour after the 10 a.m. 

service. 

 Vestry, 11:45 

 Youth Group, 5:30 – 7:00 

Sept 15 Housegroup – Autumn Module, week 2 

Sept 16 Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m. 

Sept 19 Medicare seminar, 10 a.m. 

Sept 20 Outreach Coordinating Committee, 11:45 a.m. 

Sept 22 Housegroup – Autumn Module, week 3 

 Pizza Club, 5:30 – 7:00 

Sept 23  Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m. 

 Women's Fellowship, 7 p.m. 

Sept 26 Taize service, 5 p.m. See the article in this 

edition of Crossings. 
Sept 27 Baptism of Patrick Langan, 10 a.m. 

 Youth Group, 5:30 – 7:00 

Sept 29 Housegroup – Autumn Module, week 4 

Sept 30 Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m. 

Oct 3 Men's Breakfast, 7:45 at the Cornerstone 

coffeehouse 

 Habitat for Humanity work day 

Oct 4 Intergenerational liturgy for the Feast of  

St. Francis, 10 a.m. 

 Book club - Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult, 

11 a.m. 

 Outreach Coordinating Committee, 11:45 a.m. 

Oct 5     Youth Food Bank Outreach, 6:00 – 8:00 

Oct 6 Welcome Course, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct 7   Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m. 

Oct 11 Vestry, 11:45 

Oct 14 Young People's Confirmation 

Class, 4:30 p.m. 

 Women's Fellowship, 7 p.m. 

Oct 16-17 Diocesan Convention, Altoona 

Oct 13 Welcome Course, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct 18 Celebration Sunday  

Oct 20 Welcome Course, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct 21   Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m. 

Oct 27 Welcome Course, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct 28   Women's Fellowship, 7 p.m. 

 Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m. 

 First Communion Instruction, 6 p.m.   

Oct 31 Taize service, 5 p.m. See the article in this 

edition of Crossings. 

Nov 1 Intergenerational liturgy for the Feast of All 

Saints, 10 a.m.  

 Book club - The Girl on the Train by Paula 

Hawkins 

Nov 3 Pastoral Care Committee, 4 p.m. 

 Spiritual Life Committee, 7 p.m. 

 Welcome Course, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov 4 Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m.  

Nov 7 Men's Breakfast, 7:45 at the Cornerstone 

coffeehouse 

 Habitat for Humanity work day 

Nov 8 Vestry, 11:45 p.m. 

Nov 10 Welcome Course, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov 11  Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m.  

 Women's Fellowship, 7 p.m. 

Nov 17 Welcome Course, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov 18 Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m.  

Nov 25 Young People's Confirmation Class, 4:30 p.m.  

Nov 28 Taize service, 5 p.m. See the article in this 

edition of Crossings. 
Dec 1 Housegroup – Advent Module, week 1 

Dec 6 Intergenerational Liturgy for the feast of St. 

Nicholas, 10 a.m., followed by Graham  Cracker 

Houses 

Calendar of Events 

Choir PicnicChoir Picnic  
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An exciting new worship opportunity in September 
If a quiet, contemplative service of 

Holy Communion sounds appealing, 

you will want to join us on Sat., 

Sept. 26, 5 p.m., for a taste of 

something a bit different. We will be 

experiencing our traditional liturgy 

of the Eucharist paired with the 

setting and music of Taize. The 

choir has sung Taize (pronounced 

‘Tezay’, with the emphasis on the 

first syllable) chants several times 

during the past year, and I wrote an 

article in Crossings about the history 

of Taize worship and music. I’m 

certain, of course, that you commit 

to memory all my Crossings 

articles! In the event that you don’t, 

however, here’s a brief review: 

Taize is a non-denominational 

Christian community in France 

dedicated to the practice of simple 

and contemplative worship. The 

music, repetitive short songs based 

in scripture, serves as a form of 

centering prayer. The idea is not to 

think about the notes and/or words, 

but to let them resonate within you, 

drawing you closer to the Holy 

within yourself. The setting, using 

less artificial light with candles in 

the windows and around the Altar, 

contributes to the peaceful, serene 

nature of this type of worship.  

Sound interesting? Join us Sept. 26, 

5:00 p.m.  ~Lynn Alt 

The 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church 

was held in Salt Lake City, Utah from June 22 through 

July 3. I attended as a clergy deputy from the Diocese of 

Central Pennsylvania, having been elected at our 

diocesan convention in 2014. I will serve until new 

deputies are elected at our 2017 diocesan convention.  

Several actions were taken by convention and the key 

points are as follows: 

 Bishop Michael Bruce Curry of North Carolina was 

elected the 27th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 

Church. The House of Bishops elected Bishop 

Curry on June 27 and the House of Deputies 

confirmed the elections. Presiding Bishop-Elect will 

assume office on November 1. 

 General Convention voted approval for canonical 

and liturgical changes providing marriage equality. 

A canonical change eliminated language defining 

marriage as between a man and a woman, and 

authorized two new marriage rites with language 

allowing them to be used by a man and a woman or 

same-sex couples. 

 General Convention adopted the 2016-2018 

triennial budget with emphasis on racial 

reconciliation and evangelism. 

 General Convention 2015 voted for the Standing 

Commission on Liturgy and Music to prepare plans 

to revise the 1979 Book of Common Prayer and The 

Hymnal 1982 and to present plans to the 79th 

General Convention in 2018, to be held in Austin, 

Texas. 

 General Convention 2015 passed three resolutions 

on the issue of alcohol and drug abuse. Among 

them: ordinands are to be questioned about 

addiction and substance use; and a task force will be 

named to review and revise policy on substance 

abuse, addiction and recovery. 

 General Convention approved a resolution for the 

U.S. Government to lift its economic embargo 

against Cubs. 

 An estimated 1,500 General Convention attendees 

and area residents participated in the Bishops 

United Against Gun Violence procession: Claiming 

Common Ground Against Gun Violence. 

In addition to serving as convention deputies, many 

deputies are appointed to various legislative committees 

of which this year there were 25. I served on Committee 

#12-Formation and Education for Ministry.  

President of the House of Deputies, the Rev, Gay Clark 

Jennings, also noted the following bits of information: 

 The most common last name of deputies was 

Johnson; 

 The oldest deputy was 90 years old; 

 The youngest was 17 years old; and 

 Males comprised 51 percent and females 49 percent. 

You can get more details at 

www.generalconvention.org. 

The 78th General 

Convention  

by eyewitness, Pat Strohl 

http://www.generalconvention.org
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Worship Schedule: 

Saturday at 5 p.m. 

Sunday at 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. 

Thursday Healing at 10 a.m. 

“Like us on 

Facebook!” 

Alex Dardick – University of Pittsburgh 

Emily Flanigan – American University 

Ryan Foody – Penn State 

Congrats and Best Wishes to our  

Graduates 

Choir Picnic 2015Choir Picnic 2015  


