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THE CROSS SECTION
As the new school year has brought with it our family’s normal routines and rhythms, I have
been thinking about the Christian life. Surely the manner in which our Christian faith shapes and
impacts our daily lives illustrates what we really believe about Jesus. Is he just for Sundays or for
everyday? Is he distant or near? Is he real and therefore active, or theoretical and therefore
applied? Is he involved in the details of our lives or just waiting to see what we do with them?
Does the way we answer these questions match the way we live our lives?
As I have been mulling over the actual practice of our Christian lives, one verse has been
ringing in my ears:

“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.”
– Luke 9:24

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

With this verse, I always think of a quote by the great author, G.K Chesterton. As a
Christian, this is the way I want to live my life. Even in the most mundane details, I want this
kind of faith:
“Courage is almost a contraction in terms. It means a strong desire to live taking the form of
a readiness to die. ‘He that will lose his life, the same shall save it,’ is not a piece of mysticism
for saints and heroes. It is a piece of everyday advice for sailors or mountaineers. …The
paradox is the whole principle of courage; … A man cut off by the sea may save his life if he
will risk it on the precipice. He can only get away from death by continually stepping within
an inch of it. A soldier surrounded by enemies, if he is to cut his way out, needs to combine
a strong desire for living with a strange carelessness about dying. He must not merely cling
to life, for then he will be a coward, and will not escape. He must not merely wait for death,
for then he will be a suicide, and will not escape. He must seek his life in a spirit of furious
indifference to it; he must desire life like water and yet drink death like wine.”
Jesus’ words in Luke’s Gospel are not a call to maximum effort, but to maximum trust. As
Christians, let’s ask him for the grace to trust, honor, obey, and serve him in all the details of our
lives, and leave the results to him.
Go get ‘em,
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Interim Rector

Monday, September 14th is
designated in the Church’s Holy
Days as Holy Cross Day. We will
celebrate this special day on
Sunday, September 13th,
immediately following the 10:30
service. The festivities are a
great way to kick-off our new
Sunday School year, and to
welcome back the choir following
their summer break.
The church will provide the meat, drinks, and paper products
for this event. Parishioners with last names beginning with
A-L are asked to bring a side dish/salad. Those beginning
with M-Z are asked to bring a dessert.
If your family would like something to drink other than
lemonade or tea, you will need to bring that as well.
Some extra treats are being planned.
There will be games for all kids and grownups alike, with
prizes for the winners. Canon Joe is encouraging us to dress
for church that Sunday in picnic attire, and don’t forget to
wear your HOLY CROSS T-shirts. We need the help of each
of you to make this event a success. So stop by the Genesis
Room and volunteer on the sign-up sheet. We need a head
count in order to provide food for everyone, so please stop
by the Genesis Room today to sign up.
Come and celebrate all that
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
is and all that it is becoming!
YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!

The Mothers’ Mission & Ministry Group
will meet from 6:30-7:30pm, Tuesday,
September 1st, in the Genesis Room.
Child care will be provided.

The Ladies’ Night Out group will
meet at The Palace restaurant in the
Wal-Mart shopping center in
Trussville on Thursday, September
24th at 6:30pm. A sign-up sheet is
located in the Genesis Room.

Come join your fellow parishioners for a FUN Fundraising Dinner
on Sunday evening, September 20th at 6:00pm. We will gather in the
Genesis Room for an Italian dinner catered by Costa’s Mediterranean
Restaurant. The Vestry members will be your hosts and servers. We
want to make this a really fun occasion while making plans to begin
the construction of our new addition. No charge—just need you
there!
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Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

So that all may attend, a baby-sitter and light supper will be available for small children. Pizza will be
offered for older children in the library where they may also do homework! So, if you are bringing
children, please make note of that, with ages, on the sign-up sheet available in the Genesis Room.
Please be sure to sign up so that we will have an accurate count for the dinner. You may also call the
church office to make your “reservation.” We are excited to celebrate this move forward in the life of
Holy Cross!

SEPTEMBER ULTREYA

The Mary & Martha of Bethany Guild of the
ECW will hold its regular monthly meeting on
Wednesday, September 23rd at 11:45am
following the Healing Eucharist. Tentative
plans are to have a guest speaker, Jennifer
Cole Conn from the “Chocolate Biscuit.” We
look forward to a good attendance.
The ECW Fall Conference will be held at St.
Stephen’s Church in Vestavia October 2nd –
3rd. For reservation forms contact Joan Brooks
(520-2342).

Do you need a name tag?
Please fill out the “Name Tag”
sign-up sheet in the Genesis Room
or contact Reese Booth at
205.276.4727
or reesebooth@windstream.net.

Cursillistas! Mark your calendars for the evening of
Sunday, September 27th – our next Ultreya meeting.
We will meet in the Genesis Room at 5:00pm. Bring
your favorite covered dish to share with everyone. If
you would like to take this opportunity to share
information on an inspirational book you have read,
please contact Reese Booth.
The 200th Cursillo weekend for the Diocese of Alabama
will be happening in October. We will be discussing
this exciting milestone. What a great time to be a
Cursillista!
If you have any questions about Cursillo,
please contact Reese Booth at 205.276.4727
or at reesebooth@windstream.net.

The first EYC meeting for this school year
will be held on Sunday, September 13th
at 5:00pm in the Genesis Room.
Supper will be provided.

JR. WARDEN’S CORNER

NEW

Hello, Holy Cross Family,
The daily and monthly issues of our church building are being taken care of. They are being mended and/or repaired
by those generous members who volunteer their time for those projects where their talents lie. “Holy Cross
Blessings” we call them. With that in mind I would like to change gears and ask you all a question:
What do think of our proposals?
1) New restroom idea and design.
2) Partnering with the Church of the Advent in our New Rector Search.
The restroom plans have been laid out and we are moving forward with that plan, God willing. We feel that we
have a good design and price, along with a $25,000 gift discount (God’s Blessing). The price of the project is now
$75,000; the Vestry aims to raise at least half of that and pay the remainder from existing funds. Significant pledges
have already been made. Based on feedback at the parish meeting, we are looking to get two more estimates, just to
be sure. The Vestry is excited, and hopes that everyone will come to the fundraising dinner on September 20.
Additionally, the Church of the Advent has offered to maintain our ministry partnership by offering to help pay for
a full-time rector. As our budget grows over the next few years, their support will decrease until we can sustain a
full-time salary on our own. The Advent will continue to make its programmatic resources available to Holy Cross.
Your Vestry is very grateful for this offer, unanimously agreeing that accepting their offer is the right thing for our
church. Without this offer, we would not be able to afford a full-time rector, and would need to turn to other
options.
These are big items, and we the Vestry want your thoughts. Please feel free to tell us what you think and to offer
your constructive comments.
Joanne Carnes

citacarnes@gmail.com
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Canon Joe Gibbes
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Heather Johnson
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Derrick Willis

derrick_1963@hotmail.com

Louise Wood

loujack@charter.net

Thank you and God Bless us all.
Your Junior Warden,
Mac McQueen

Jesus says in John 7:37

“If anyone is thirsty, let him come
to Me and drink.”
Do you thirst? Thirst for living waters?
Do you desire a deeper relationship with God?
If so, come spend eight Monday evenings with
Church of the Advent’s Fran Cade and
Mary Hanson exploring practical teachings
from Scripture on:

Abiding in Christ
Time in His Word
Praying Effectively
Forgiveness
Monday nights, September 21st – November 9th
from 6:15-7:45pm in the Genesis Room.
For additional information contact Cindy Wester at
205-706-7187 or westersbaa@aol.com.

Gospel in Life Program

Wednesday Evenings
September 16 - November 4
6:30 - 8:15pm
Supper & Childcare Provided
Register Today at HolyCrossTrussville.org
Join your church family and bring a friend Wednesday evenings this fall. Enjoy a
great meal and grow in your faith in Christ. Come ask your burning questions and
learn more about the call of Christ on your life as we study about how the Gospel
changes our hearts, our community, and how we live in the world.

2015 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL “EXPEDITION EVEREST”

