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This service may be celebrated at a service on Sunday 

morning, a High Holy Day, or on other occasions with the 

Bishop’s permission if, after due diligence, the congregation is 

unable to obtain the assistance of a priest. It is intended 

primarily for rural congregations where no priest is available 

and not for congregations where there are priests available in 

nearby towns. This adapted use of Communion Under Special 

Circumstances is authorized for use beginning October 1, 

2009. 

The Presider for the Liturgy of the Word must be a licensed 

Worship Leader. The Presider for the Liturgy of the Table must 

be a Licensed Eucharistic Visitor. The same person may 

preside throughout the service if they are licensed as both 

Worship Leader and Eucharistic Visitor. A Deacon may not 

preside at either part of the service but may participate in the 

administration of Communion by distributing the elements. It is 

preferable that the lay Eucharistic Visitor distribute the bread 

and the Deacon bear the chalice. 

The consecrated elements are placed on the altar before the 

congregation arrives. The worship team should solemnly 

reverence the elements whenever they pass before the altar. 

An opening hymn with or without a procession may be used in 

the discretion of the Worship Leader. 

The singing or saying of the Gloria in Excelsis or the Sanctus 

is particularly inappropriate at this service. 

All stand for the opening acclamation if they are not already 

standing. The opening acclamation below may be used at any 

season. The Worship Leader may adapt the acclamation to 

those forms prescribed by the Book of Common Prayer for 

penitential seasons or Easter. 
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CLOSING HYMN  Page____   
A closing hymn may be sung and the Altar Party may process out of the 

Church, in the discretion of the Worship Leader. 

 

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the 

 Lord. [Alleluia] 

In Lent, “Alleluia” is omitted.  In Easter, we say “Alleluia. 

Alleluia.” 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Notes:  This order of service may not be used on Ash Wednesday, Good 

Friday, Holy Saturday, or at the Great Easter Vigil.   

 

On Maundy Thursday, the service may be adapted as follows: 

 The collect at Book of Common Prayer 274 serves as Collect of the 

Day. 

 The Mandatum (foot washing) may follow the homily as prescribed 

at Book of Common Prayer p. 274, using the form prescribed at 

Book of Occasional Services p. 91. 

 Some of the consecrated elements may be reserved in accordance 

with Book of Occasional Services p. 92 and completely consumed 

on Good Friday.  

 The altar may be stripped in accordance with Book of Occasional 

Services p. 92.  
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OPENING HYMN  Page____ 
An opening hymn with or without a procession may be used in the 

discretion of the Worship Leader. 

OPENING SENTENCES 

Worship Leader: Blessed be God, Father, Son and 

 Holy Spirit. 

 

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

 

People: And also with you. 

 

COLLECT 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. 
Worship Leader prays the Collect of the Day. 
 

People: Amen. 

 
The people are seated for the lessons. 

 

FIRST LESSON 

Lector: A reading from the book of 

  ______________________. 
The lector reads the first lesson, concluding with: 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 
The psalm may be read or sung in any of the customary ways as chosen by 

the Worship Leader. 
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SECOND LESSON 

Lector: A reading from the book of 

  ______________________. 
The lector reads the second lesson, concluding with: 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
The Gospel lesson may be preceded by a song our chant in the discretion of 

the Worship Leader.  

 

If a Deacon is present, the deacon reads the Gospel lesson. If there is no 

Deacon present, the Gospel lesson may be read by a lay person, but in that 

event, it should be read from the lectern and introduced in the same 

language as the first and second lessons, not the special language used by 

Deacons for the introduction of the Gospel. If a deacon is reading the 

Gospel, the People stand for the reading. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord 

 Jesus Christ according to  

  ______________________. 

 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Deacon reads the Gospel lesson, concluding with: 

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

HOMILY 
The Deacon or a licensed lay preacher may comment upon the lessons or 

the occasion. Alternatively, the congregation may be invited to share their 

reactions to the text. The reading of a canned sermon is discouraged.    

 

THE NICENE CREED  BCP 358  
The people recite the Creed at Book of Common Prayer p. 358 standing. 

The Creed should be invited and led by a lay person other than the 

preacher. No particular licensing is required to lead the Creed. 
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Eucharistic Visitor: The Gifts of God for the People 

of  God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

 
Communion is received first by those who are to administer it to the people. 

Communion is then administered by a Eucharistic Visitor or deacon to all 

who choose to receive. If someone present comes forward but does not wish 

to receive, it is appropriate for the Deacon or Eucharistic Visitor to say a 

brief prayer of intercession for that person, but not to pronounce a blessing. 

It is appropriate to offer anointing for healing and prayers for intercession 

before or during the administration of Communion.  

The elements not consumed by the congregation may be consumed by the 

Altar Party or reverently disposed in consecrated ground; if they are kept 

as reserved sacrament, they may be used for Private Communion Under 

Special Circumstances. But they must not be used for a subsequent Public 

Service of Communion Under Special Circumstances. 

 

Eucharistic Visitor: Let us pray, 
Silence may be kept 

 Gracious Father, 

 

People: We give you praise and thanks 

 for this Holy Communion of the 

 Body and Blood of your beloved 

 Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of 

 our redemption; and we pray that 

 it may bring us forgiveness of 

 our sins, strength in our 

 weakness, and everlasting 

 salvation; through Jesus Christ 

 our Lord. Amen. 
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those who gathered then, in 

communion with God and all 

Christians of every place and 

every time to share in this 

foretaste of the Heavenly 

Banquet. 

 

 Sisters and brothers, the cup of 

 blessing that was blessed 

 

People: is the communion of Blood of 

 Christ. 

 

Eucharistic Visitor: For we were all baptized by one 

 Spirit into one body 

 

People: and all made to drink of one 

 Spirit 

 

Eucharistic Visitor: The Bread that was broken 

 

People: is the Communion of the Body of 

 Christ. 

 

Eucharistic Visitor: Because there is One Bread 

 

People: we who are many are one body 

 for we all share in the One Bread. 
Silence is kept. 

 

EXHORTATION  BCP 316  
The Eucharistic Visitor in his or her discretion may then add the 

Exhortation from the Book of Common Prayer p. 316. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Deacon or a lay person lead the Prayers of the People. 

The content of the payers must include intercessions for: 

 

 The Universal Church, its members, and its mission.  

 The Nation and all in authority.  

 The welfare of the World. 

 The concerns of the local community.  

 Those who suffer and those in any trouble.  

 The departed. 

 

It is preferable for the congregation’s leaders to compose their own form of 

these prayers, and it is particularly desirable that the form of prayers used 

at this service be different from the form or forms customarily used by the 

congregation at the celebration of Holy Eucharist, but the prayer forms in 

the Book of Common Prayer may be used.  

 

THE CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF 

FORGIVENESS 
If a Deacon is present, the Deacon invites and leads the confession then 

declares forgiveness to the people. In the absence of the deacon, the 

Worship Leader leads the confession and declares forgiveness. 

 

Deacon: Let us confess our sins against 

 God and our neighbor.  
Silence may be kept. 

 Most merciful God, 

 

People: We confess that we have sinned 

 against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and 

 by what we have left undone. 

  

 We have not loved you with our 

 whole heart; we have not loved 

 our neighbors as ourselves. We 

are truly sorry and we humbly  
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repent. 

 

For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, 

 to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Deacon: Our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

 offered himself to be sacrificed 

 for us, forgives our sins by the 

 grace of the Holy Spirit. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

Worship Leader The Peace of the Lord be always 

 with you. 

 

People: And also with you. 

 
The people greet each other with signs and words of peace. 

An offering may be collected for the work of the church at this service but it 

is not processed to the sanctuary or placed on the altar. 

 

HYMN  Page_____ 
A hymn or psalm may be sung, chanted, or omitted in the discretion of the 

Worship Leader 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
The contemporary language version may be substituted in the discretion of 

the Worship Leader.  

Eucharistic Visitor: And now, as our Savior Christ 

 has taught us, we are bold to say: 
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People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy Kingdom come;  

  thy will be done 

   on earth as it is in heaven.   

 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

  

 And forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us. 

 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Eucharistic Visitor: Brothers and sisters, on the 

 _________ day of ___________, 

 the year of Our Lord, ________. 

 the people of (name of parish and 

 city), gathered as the Body of 

 Christ, to celebrate the Holy 

 Eucharist.  

 

 A portion of the Sacred Bread 

and Precious Blood were 

reserved from that Eucharist, and 

have been reverently kept for us 

that we may this day join with 
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