Church of the Holy Cross
90 Parkway Drive
Trussville, Alabama 35173
Office: 205/655-7668
E-mail: holycrosstrussal@centurytel.net
Website: holycrosstrussville.org
Interim Rector: The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Parish Secretary: Janet Prewett

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Trussville, AL 35173
PERMIT NO. 52

THE PATHWAY
C HURCH OF THE H OLY C ROSS
A UGUST 2015 N EWSLETTER

THE CROSS SECTION
August is a month of movement. Many of us are moving toward the new school year,
with new teachers, new schedules, new backpacks, and new activities. All of us are moving
from summer back toward fall, from the pool to the porch, from the air-conditioning toward
open windows. We are moving from a more relaxed schedule to a more predictable routine,
from vacations to vocations. We are moving from talking about football to actually watching
it! August marks a lot of beginning, and a lot of beginning again.
The church typically follows this movement. As people head back into town, program
planning picks up dramatically. The buzz returns as church attendance makes its way back
to normal and Sunday School becomes part of the weekly routine once again. New faces will
pop in, even as the choir returns to their beautiful duty, and announcements begin to once
again crowd the bulletin.

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

There will indeed be a lot of movement at Holy Cross this month as we head toward
the fall. The regular Bible studies and programs will crank back up. The Garden will be
transitioned from summer to fall plantings. There will be talk of another great Wednesday
night program; I hope all of you will make an effort to participate in that – not only for your
own Christian discipleship, but also to participate in the deep community that takes place.
There will be talk of facility upgrades that will require all of us pulling together. There will
even be rumblings of the rector search beginning in earnest.
There will be a lot of movement, and maybe even some change. Yet one thing is
guaranteed to remain the same. We will still preach “Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians
2:2), week in and week out. You will still hear that Jesus loves you far more than you can ask
or imagine, that he died for your sins, that he rose bodily to promise life, and that his grace is
sufficient for your every need. This Good News is the heartbeat of Christian faith. If we lose
this Gospel, we can create all the busy activity we want, but we’re just a club. It is the Gospel
of Jesus Christ that makes us a church.
So for all the movement of the month of August, both in our lives at home and in our
church, let us hold fast to the Good News as “the sure and steadfast anchor of our soul”
(Hebrews 6:19). Even as we move forward, we cling to Jesus Christ!
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Interim Rector

JR. WARDEN’S CORNER

FROM THE WARDENS:
Please make plans to join us for a special Parish Meeting after
the 10:30 service on Sunday, August 9th, 11:45-12:45. We will
discuss exciting developments regarding:
1) Rector search
2) Much-needed facility upgrades
The Vestry is excited about all the Lord is doing here at Church
of the Holy Cross, and we want to share it with you and hear
from you. We’ll see you there!

Have you read a good inspirational book lately? Would you like to share
that book with the rest of us at Ultreya? If so, please get in touch with
me and let’s get you set up to inspire our fellow Cursillistas with your
brief description of your compelling read.
We will be meeting on August 30th at 5:00pm in the Genesis Room.
Come be a part of the fun. Share a meal, some great conversation and
maybe learn about a new book that you might like to read. Questions
or ideas? Contact Reese Booth. reesebooth@windstream.net or at
205.276.4727. DeColores.

When the number was drawn for the
winner of the ECW Heirloom Quilt
Raffle, Susan Caraway was the lucky
winner.
ECW members are shown left to right:
Louise Wood, Anne Mayo, Susan
Caraway, and Joan Brooks.

Hello Holy Cross Family,
It seems like summer just started, and now, sadly for our students, it is coming to an end. Things here at Holy
Cross have been moving as fast as summer does. We have accomplished several projects and we are still
moving forward. Let me update you.
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Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

HO LY CRO SS DAY
th

Sunday, September 13 , we will celebrate Holy Cross Day. In preparation for this
event, there will be a planning session on Sunday, August 16 th following the 10:30
service. All men and women of the church are welcome to attend and help us
plan to make this event a fun time for all our parishioners.

ATTENTION ALL HOLY CROSS LADIES!
This month, we are meeting at 6:30pm on August 27th at Taziki’s. A sign-up
sheet is available in the Genesis Room. Those who have been coming to our
monthly Thursday night outings, know we have a good time. Those of you
who haven’t ventured out previously, come join us and we hope you, too,
will enjoy the evening!

1. Derrick Willis has continued his work on re-routing water away from the front doors. If it has seemed slow,
I cannot stress enough how difficult this task is to accomplish. Ask Derrick what he’s been up to and pat him
on the back!
2. We have a new clock in the Nave. This helps Canon Gibbes know when to free us for lunch!
3. The mold has been removed from the ceiling in the Nave, thanks to Nancy Wynn's son. He has a ladder
that extends that high and he has no fear of heights! We thank him so much for the gift of labor.
4. You will notice that there is some nice furniture in the Narthex. It was a wonderful gift from the Cathedral
Church of the Advent. The Advent makes our "Cup to Runneth Over". Thanks to Bill Fyfe for helping me pick
it up.
Note: Several have mentioned that our lawn was not cut before Sunday service last week. Our lawn care
service provider was very busy and couldn't get to us until early this week. I have told them we need the lawn
mowed before each Sunday.
Also, take a look at our garden! Thanks to everyone involved for your hard work. It is a "Vision of Bounty."
On a larger note, we have a new estimate from Cooper Construction for new restrooms. Jim Cooper has a
totally new design with the new estimate. Your Vestry is very excited about it. I look forward to sharing the
details with you at our Parish Meeting on August 9th.
Recently, an oak tree on the church grounds, split and almost half of it came down. Mark and Inga Strickland
were at the church at 6:30am last Friday cutting it down and hauling it to the street. They have also been
working on the raised beds in the garden. We thank them for their work.
NEW PROJECTS:
1. I need someone to come forward to help me figure out a plan to block the flood waters that seep under the
wall at the front door. I need a construction company or someone with some "know how."
2. The gutters need to be cleaned out. I'm ready to do that on a Saturday. I'll gladly accept some help.
3. I have asked Fran Bramblette to check into getting some "new and improved" lighting at our back door.
I know I have missed thanking some of you for your work and I apologize. There is so much going on I can't
keep up with everyone who has helped. Well, God knows who you are and you are blessed for taking care of
His house. Your blessing is our blessing.
I thank God for all of you!
Mac McQueen,
Junior Warden

MARY & MARTHA OF BETHANY GUILD – ECW
The Mary and Martha of Bethany Guild of the ECW will have its monthly meeting on August 26th at 11:45am
immediately following the 11:00 o’clock Healing Service. We will be making plans for the coming church
year, including another Soup & Sweets Sale, a Rummage Sale, and some other activities. We had a great
“Ladies’ Night Out” at Applebee’s on July 23rd attended by sixteen of our ladies.
We are in the process of planning to help serve at the ECW Fall Conference taking place October 1st – 3rd at
St. Stephen’s in Birmingham. All Holy Cross ladies are invited to attend at which time we will have an
opportunity to meet old friends and make new ones from other churches in our Diocese. We have a great
time at our activities and every lady in our church is a member of ECW and is invited to attend all of our
events. We need your support.

