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THE CROSS SECTION
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
T ake my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart
and you will find rest for your souls.
– Matthew 11:28,29

Worshipping, Growing, Caring, and Sharing

Summer is often a time for rest. We take time away, spend time with family, and
read a good book or two. We are thankful for a pace that is slower than the rest of the
year – there is less shuttling, fewer practices, fewer meetings. Rest is a good thing.
I have a friend who had a very ambitious goal for personal success upon graduation
from college. In pursuit of that goal he took a very stressful job teaching in the innercity. Having excelled at virtually everything he had ever tried, he was confident in his
abilities to handle the demands of “this” job, which would lay the perfect foundation for
his future pursuits. As ever, success was the only option.
As it turned out, my friend was not able to handle the demands of this job. The
frenetic chaos and social dysfunction of the environment drove him to a mental and
emotional breakdown that actually rendered him temporarily unable to speak. Before
the end of the first semester, this high-achieving academic was back living with his
parents and working at a burger joint with a sixteen-year-old boss.
Wisely, he went to see his pastor. His pastor listened to his story of utter defeat and
offered that perhaps this young man was “trying to use” his Christian faith as a means
of empowerment, or even as a mandate, to succeed. “To the contrary,” the pastor
concluded, “the Gospel is rest.”
The Gospel is Good News with no strings attached. It is rest for weary souls. The
Gospel doesn’t demand, but instead relieves. God, to whom all hearts are open and all
desires known, and who therefore has every right to judge and condemn us for our
unfaithfulness, instead loves us with an unrelenting, everlasting, unmerited, joyful and
unconditional love because of the finished work of Jesus on the Cross. The Gospel’s
proclamation of love and acceptance may inspire you to do great things, but it will
never demand great things before offering you love and acceptance.
I hope you find a lot of rest this summer. I also hope that Sunday worship stays a
part of your regular routine – not because you ‘ought to,’ but because the Gospel is rest.
Let the worship of our crucified and risen Lord be an experience of rejuvenation and
replenishment – and you will find rest for your souls. My friend did, and I pray that you
will too.
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Interim Rector

MARY & MARTHA OF
BETHANY GUILD – ECW

Vacation Bible School will take place June 15th through
June 18th from 6:00pm until 8:00pm. All children, ages 3
through 12, are welcome! We hope that ALL of our Holy
Cross kids will come and bring friends and family. The
more the merrier! This year's theme is “Bible Expedition:
Everest.” The curriculum focuses on how we can rely on
God's power to help us overcome life's challenges. We will
learn that God has the power to comfort, God has the
power to heal, God has the power to forgive and God has
the power to love us forever.
Dinner for all volunteers and children will begin promptly
at 6:00pm. To sign up go to www.holycrosstrussville.org.
If you are interested in volunteering please contact
Heather Johnson at hjohnson1020@gmail.com.

I want to thank Hannah Kelly for her service as EYC Coordinator.
Though she never viewed herself as particularly suited to the role,
Hannah still stepped up “courageously” to serve the teenagers of
Holy Cross so that they could have the positive experience that she
had when she was in high school. What a wonderful sacrifice! She has
done an admirable job leading these students and providing
meaningful experiences for them. Thank you, Hannah! You are a
blessing!
I am thrilled to announce that Susan Caraway will become Holy
Cross’ new EYC Coordinator. Along with her vibrant faith and fun
personality, Susan brings over thirty years of educational experience
and a great love for students. Over the summer, Susan will be
meeting with students, parents, Hannah Kelly, and youth ministers
from the Advent to gather information and prayerfully discern the
program’s next steps. Susan describes herself as a collaborator, so she
will certainly be calling on others to lend a hand. At this point we
expect to roll out a plan in August. Stay Tuned! Welcome Aboard,
Susan!
Canon Joe
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Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

The next two meetings of the ECW will be held
on Wednesday, June 24th and Wednesday, July 22nd,
each at 11:45am. Please bring a sandwich to
each meeting - drinks and dessert will be furnished.
The beautiful Antique Quilt, so generously
donated by Anne Mayo, was raffled and was won by
Susan Caraway. Thank you everyone for your support
with this project.
The Holy Cross tee shirts have been received and
distributed. If you ordered one and haven't received it,
please see Karen Bain or someone in the ECW. We
have several left in all sizes.
Remember, every lady of the church is
automatically a member and is invited to participate in
meetings and events. We have some good ideas for
future plans and projects, but we will need everyone's
help.
All men and boys, fathers and
sons, young and old, are invited
to join us Friday, June 12th at
7:05pm, as the Birmingham
Barons take on the Chattanooga
Lookouts.
Ten dollars gets you a ticket, plus a hot dog and a soda.
Stay for fireworks after the game!
VisitAdventBirmingham.org/ministries/men to register.
Questions? Contact Canon Gibbes – 226-3549,
gibbes@cathedraladvent.com.
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CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES!
JESSE HALL

Certificate of High School Equivalency
Jefferson State Community College

NOAH MCGINTY

Hewitt-Trussville High School

REBECCA PERCY

Hewitt-Trussville High School

JACOB RUSHING

Hewitt-Trussville High School

The word quatrefoil comes from the Latin for "four
leaves." A quatrefoil in art or architecture is the outline of
four partially overlapping circles of the same diameter. In
Christian tradition, it represents the writers of the four
gospels — Matthew, Mark, Luke and John — which
overlap one another partially but not entirely, and are
equally important to our understanding of Jesus.

Many of you may not be aware of our participation in Jefferson County’s
Meals on Wheels service. Holy Cross, First Methodist, and First Baptist take
turns delivering meals five days each week to those in the Trussville area who
are signed up to receive them.
Our turn comes around each time there are five Mondays in the month. That
is, we deliver only for the week of a fifth Monday. Our next turn will be
Monday, June 29th to Friday, July 3rd.

Dedication of Bethany Village
and
Diocesan Homecoming at Camp McDowell
Do you want or need a short vacation? Then come to beautiful Camp McDowell for the
weekend of June 19th-21st for rest, play, worship, and fellowship. Two very special events will
be the Dedication of Bethany Village and a concert by the Alabama Folk School.
The Dedication of Bethany Village is scheduled for 10:00am on Saturday, the 20th, at
Doug Carpenter Hall. Following the dedication there will be lunch, after which the other
Homecoming activities will begin – ropes course, guided hikes, Tillers Beach, swimming,
canoeing, pasture party and hayride, the Alabama Folk School concert and MUCH, MUCH
MORE.
Registration is very important so that there can be an accurate head count for meals and
parking. To register for either event go to www.campmcdowell.com. For dedication only,
register for “Bethany Dedication Day.” For the whole weekend, register for “Diocesan
Homecoming.” Any questions, please contact Danielle Dunbar or Whitney Moore at 205-3871806.

On Thursday, June 25th we will meet
at the Olive Garden in Trussville at 6:30pm.

This is another of those volunteer projects when you know you are needed!
In some instances you may be the only contact the recipients have with the
“outside” world for the week. Not only are we bringing them food but also
checking on them with a smiling face.
The schedule is simple. On the designated day, you and your partner (two make it much more
enjoyable!) arrive at the Trussville Senior Center at 10:45am, pick up the two containers of food
(one hot and one cold), along with the list of the day’s recipients, which includes fairly detailed
directions. It takes approximately one hour and forty-five minutes from the time you arrive at the
Senior Center until the time you return the containers.
Currently we have five drivers, but there are times when we do need a substitute. We don’t like to
have to ask the other two churches to fill in for us, so if you think this is something you would like
to do, please contact Karen Bain at 655-9283 or bainjoe@aol.com.

C HANGES IN FINANCIAL PROCEDURES
In an effort to be the best stewards of the monies that God has given to Holy Cross, Canon Joe
and the Vestry are asking that the parish join them in adopting a few changes in the ways in which
we handle our finances. These small changes may take some getting used to, and it is our goal to
be gracious in the re-learning process.
1. Please get Vestry approval prior to making a reimbursable purchase.
In the past, people have turned in receipts for money already spent, and this has caused us
to go over budget. Instead, please get approval ahead of time so that the Vestry can keep
track of their budget line items.

On Thursday, July 23rd we will meet
at Applebee’s in Trussville at 6:30pm.
Sign-up sheets will be in the Genesis Room
or Narthex.
All ladies are invited, so please come join us.

MOTHERS’ MISSION & MINISTRY GROUP
nd

We will have our regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, June 2
from 6:00-7:30pm in the Genesis Room. Dinner and childcare will be
provided. On Saturday, June 20th, we will prepare and serve
breakfast to the mothers and children at First Light Shelter in
downtown Birmingham.

For purchases related to:
Worship
Christian Education
Hospitality and Care
Mission and Outreach
Parish Administration

Please Contact:
Joanne Carnes or Derrick Willis
Heather Johnson or Judy Clayton
Karen Mann or Louise Wood
Donna Madison or Mac McQueen
Joanne Carnes or Mac McQueen

2. The Counters on Sunday mornings are often interrupted by people who forgot to put a
check in the plate during the service. Interruptions sometimes lead to counting or
recording errors. Going forward, counters will shut the door. Any monies turned in
thereafter should be placed in the office-door mail slot; such funds will be credited to the
following week.
The goal of these changes is that we may serve the congregation and the Lord in the best way
possible. They will help ensure that you are reimbursed more quickly, that we stay on budget, and
that your generous giving is credited properly. Thank you!

JR. WARDEN’S CORNER
ONGOING PROJECTS:
1. Water drainage at the front door: We are looking for an electrician who can install the
electrical connections from the building to the sump pump. We also need to install a sump
pump.
2. The new exterior lighting fixtures are in the monster room. Fran Bramblette knows an
installer who can install them for $75.00 to $150.00 depending on the time needed. This
lighting is for the exterior wall only.
3. Canon Joe has received another quote from an acquaintance, Craig Ogard, owner of BRBC
Construction: approximately $60,000. Joe and I have also met with Jim Cooper, owner of
Jim Cooper Construction. He has a whole new floor plan in mind with expansion of the
vesting room out toward the front yard. That plan is in its early stages and the Vestry is
weighing the options.
4. The privacy fence was installed by Mark and Inga Strickland. It is very well built. They have
done the work without pay or fanfare. I am so thankful to them.
5. I have the telephone number for someone who can clean the mold from the ceiling; the only
problem is that the mold may come back. We will clean it and then deal with what may
come.
Our church has been exceedingly blessed this year. The Wednesday night Alpha Course
was very enjoyable and educational. Watching the videos each week was something I
looked forward to.
On the building and grounds subject, Canon Joe came into the church as our interim priest
and he quickly recognized that we needed to update the building in small and large ways.
We made a list of these projects, large and small, and are working toward completion of
each, one at a time. It is a vision that was needed for Holy Cross to realize. My main point
though is that each time we have found a need, someone in the parish has stepped up and
accomplished the task. Each time this happens I see God in our midst. And each time, it is
a blessing. It is running like a “well-oiled machine.”
You are all a blessing to this parish.
Thank you.
Jr. Warden
Mac McQueen

ULTREYA MEETINGS
Calling all Cursillistas! Our meeting
times for the next two months will be
at 5:00pm on June 28th and July 26th.
The theme for each of these months is
still undecided, so why don’t we make
these decisions together? Let’s “put
on our thinking caps.” Some of June’s
special days are D-Day, Flag Day,
Father’s Day and the longest day of
the year – the Summer Solstice.
July, of course has the Fourth, our
Independence Day and several other
more obscure special days. Let’s start
an e-mail now and share our ideas.

This is just a little reminder to each of you that if at any
time you are ill or hospitalized, or if there has been a
death in your immediate family, please contact the parish
office. We want to know when you need your church
family for support. So please don’t hesitate to call the
office at 655-7668.

Wednesday Healing Eucharist
The Wednesday Healing Eucharist will take a
summer break beginning on June 3rd. We will
resume on July15th. Have a happy summer – your
needs will still be held in prayer!

