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L.A. churches to 
host play, opera 

Garden Grove church beats the odds with new food program
St. Anselm’s Church, Garden Grove, had an adventurous start to its new fresh food distribution program, 
“Sharing Abundance,” on May 14. The congregation had arranged to have a food program deliver a mixture 
of fruits and vegetables, but when the delivery arrived (several hours late) on that rainy afternoon, “it was all 
oranges,” according to Jeff Clawson, St. Anselm’s priest in charge. Two women from the congregation 
decided they would buy food at a local restaurant warehouse; a visitor to the church offered the use of his 
van, and they returned soon afterwards with potatoes, carrots, onions, lettuce, tomatoes and bananas. Thirty 
volunteers showed up to help with distribution — some 10 of them strangers to the church. Together, they 
gave a week’s supply of fresh fruits and vegetables to 103 families, including 73 the congregation had not 
seen before, said Clawson. Some 35 people attended the Taizé-style  service that ended the day (five of 
them returned for church on Sunday). “We pleased the heart of God,” said Clawson. “We really did that. Isn’t 
that amazing?” Above: Volunteers and some of the client families gather together for a photo. Sharing 
Abundance will continue the second Thursday of each month at 6 p.m., followed by Taizé prayer at 7 p.m.
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Performances of a new comedy based on 
religious events in 1521 and a beloved 
Verdi opera will be hosted in June by 

Episcopal churches in Los Angeles.

Diet of Worms at St. John’s ProCathedral
St. John’s ProCathedral in Los Angeles 

will be the site of Chalk Repertory Theatre’s 
June performances of the play Diet of Worms 

by L.A.-based 
playwright Tom 
Jacobson, a 
comic modern 
reimagining of 
key events in the 
convent life of 
historical figure 
Katherina von 
Bora (who later 

married Martin Luther)following the Impe-
rial Diet (the assembly of the Holy Roman 
Empire) in the city of Worms of 1521. Perfor-
mances will begin on June 4 and conclude on 
June 27; at 7 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays, 
and at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturdays. Tick-
et prices are: $20 June 4-6; $25 June 11-13; 
$30 June 18-20; and $35 June 25-27. For in-
formation and ticket sales, visit chalkrep.com.

Aida at Good Samaritan Hospital chapel 
All Souls Chapel at Good Samaritan Hos-

pital (an institution of the Diocese of Los 
Angeles) will host performances of the opera 

Aida at 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, 
June 13 and 
at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, June 
14. Los An-
geles Metro-

politan Opera, a local community company 
that offers grand opera in intimate settings, 
will present Giuseppe Verdi’s masterpiece, 
the tragic story of a captive Ethiopian prin-
cess and her Egyptian warrior lover during 
the reign of the Pharaohs. All Souls Chapel is 
located at 637 S. Lucas Avenue, Los Angeles, 
CA 90017. Tickets at $25 ($35 at the door) 
may be purchased at www.losangelesmet.com 
or by calling 310.570.6448.

Michael Lapsley, former apartheid activist, 
will lead ‘Healing of Memories’  workshop

South African freedom-fighter-turned-heal-
er the Rev. Michael Lapsley lived through 

years of social and political activism in apart-
heid South Africa, and a near-fatal attempt 
on his life, a letter bomb, left him severely 
injured and traumatized. 

Lapsley will return to All Saints Church, 
Pasadena, May 29 - 31 
to offer his Healing of 
Memories Workshop, 
an experiential pro-
cess of deep listening, 
reflecting, creativity, 
and sharing, led by 
Lapsley and trained 
facilitators from the 
Institute for the Heal-
ing of Memories. In 
sharing their unique 

stories, participants will be enabled to move 
from painful memories towards emotional 
healing and grace. Because of the cumulative 
and community-building nature of the work-
shops, participants must commit to attend all 
three of the sessions: Friday, May 29, 6:30 - 
8:30 p.m.; Saturday, May 30, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.; 

and Sunday, May 31, 
1:30 - 5:30 p.m. Cost 
is $40 for meals and 
art materials. 

Space is limited. For 
information or to reg-
ister, call Ana Cama-
cho at 626.583.2737. 
All Saints Church is 
located at 132 North 
Euclid Avenue, Pasa-
dena 91101. ? 

Michael Lapsley, pictured with Desmond Tutu, will 
lead a workshop on healing of memories.



I still have many things to say to you . . . 

H appy birthday, Church! Break out the 
balloons and the streamers! Put on 
the party music! 

Yes, some congregations are doing just that 
today. Pentecost is considered the birthday 
of the church, for it is the day on which the 
apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit, burst out 
from the room in which they were hiding after 
the death and ascension of Jesus, and started 
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ 
in the streets. We hear today that no matter 
what languages the hearers understood, they 
understood the disciples. We think of this as 
one of the miracles of Pentecost — all could 
understand each other.

As a student of linguistics, I know how 
hard it is to learn a new language — especial-
ly if you are an adult learner. The younger we 
begin, the easier it is. The disciples weren’t 
necessarily young, yet they made themselves 
understood. 

When I think and pray about this, I think 
about how I’ve made myself known in other 
languages and in foreign contexts. My for-
mula is always the same — I approach the 
person which whom I’m trying to commu-

nicate with the love 
of Jesus in my heart. 
Jesus’ language — 
LOVE — is universal. 
It speaks to the heart 
of the hearer. Maybe 
that’s what the disciples were really speaking 
— the heart language of the radical love of 
Jesus Christ.

In the gospel from John we read that Jesus 
had more things to say to his disciples, but 
his time on this celestial globe was running 
out. The coming of the Advocate — the Holy 
Spirit — is a great gift to humanity. Through 
discernment in the Spirit, the ongoing revela-
tion of God in Christ continues to unfold in 
this world.

When we listen through prayer and through 
learning from others in our communities of 
faith, we hear more of the voice of Jesus. It 
is a voice that speaks to us of the elimination 
of hatred and prejudice, the breaking down 
of the walls that divide us, the invitation to 
join the birthday party already taking place 
in heaven. 

We are invited to this party — this party 
that is all about radical inclusion and love. 
Have a piece of birthday cake today. It is tru-
ly a day to celebrate! ?

The radical language of love
A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
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F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S 
— SUNDAY, MAY 24 —

5 p.m. Jazz Vespers: Sara Gazarek & Josh Nelson 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 North Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: 626.583.2725 

— WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 —
7 p.m. Prism: An Evening with Helen Prejean 
Church of Our Saviour 
535 W. Roses Road, San Gabriel 91775 
Information: 626.703.4474 / info@cdlmonks.org

— SATURDAY, MAY 30 —
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Year-round Stewardship Seminar 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
3847 Terracina Drive, Riverside 
Information/Reservations: obispadjb@gmail.com

9:30 a.m. Disaster Preparedness Conference 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension 
25 East Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre  
Registration: bit.ly/1DPQ5x3

10:30 a.m. GFS Anniversary Service
Cathedral Center of St. Paul, Los Angeles 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 
Information: 714.330.1156 

7:30 p.m. Dinner & Concert: Sound of St. Paul’s  
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1221 Wass Street, Tustin 
Information/Reservations: 714.544.3141

8 p.m. Musica Sacra 
St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 
Information: 323.876.2102

— SUNDAY, MAY 31 —
5 p.m. Renaissance Music for Guitar and Soprano 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 
Information: 310.275.0123

6 p.m. Choral Evensong 
Church of the Messiah 
614 N. Bush Street, Santa Ana 
Information: music@messiahsantaana.org

More listings are at www.ladiocese.org (Calendar).

800-366-1536
ext. 254

www.efcula.org

Did you know?
The Diocese of Los Angeles has  
a full-service Credit Union.

The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in  
existence since 1994, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.

ECFCU offers a full line of financial products:
Saving and Checking Accounts
Free Income Tax Preparation 
Holiday Club Accounts
Debit/ATM Cards
Individual Credit Counseling
24-Hour Telephone Information
On-Line Banking

Bill Pay
Auto Loans
Signature Loans
Business Loans
Wire Transfers
Financial Education

840 ECHO PARK AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90026
PLEASE CALL AT 213.482.2040, EXT. 228
MONDAY – FRIDAY: 9AM – 4PM • SATURDAY: 10AM – 2PM

Gifts
Religious Jewelry

PrayerBooks/Bibles

FEATURED ITEM:

THE 1979 BCP AND
NRSV BIBLE

By Diane Jardine Bruce

Stillpoint: The Center for Christian Spiritu-
ality will offer “Becoming a Spiritual Di-

rector,” a three-day orientation to the minis-
try of spiritual direction, Thursday - Saturday, 
June 11 - 13 at Church of Our Saviour, 535 
W. Roses Road, San Gabriel 91755. “If you 
delight in spiritual friendship and conversa-
tion, have a good ear to listen and hear oth-
ers, and enjoy the spiritual journey, you may 
have the gifts to become a spiritual director 

or companion to others,” says the announce-
ment from Stillpoint. “Tens of thousands of 
people around the world ... need trained spiri-
tual director/companions who will accompa-
ny them in a sacred space that is private and 
confidential.” Registration is limited and must 
be received by June 1. For information and 
registration, visit www.stillpointca.org. Stillpoint 
has provided two-year formation programs 
for spiritual direction for nearly 30 years.

Learn about ministry of spiritual direction at Stillpoint event


