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Robert Nicholas Philpot was born in Amsterdam, NY about 1807 and came to Selma about 
1830 at the instigation of city entrepreneur Col. John Lapsley, who did much to enlist the 
interest of men of capital to help with the economic development of the City of Selma.  Philpot 
was a public spirited young man and his name appears often in the earlier records of the town.  
During the next 35 years, he endeavored in many business enterprises and manufacturing 
ventures including an iron foundry.   He was also a founding board member of the bank which 
later became the City National Bank.  He was also instrumental many years in establishing 
institutions of learning for Selma young men and women. 
 
Philpot was a devout Episcopalian and one of the delegates to the church convention held in 
Selma’s Presbyterian Church in 1838 at which time the Episcopal parish was organized.  He 
was again a delegate to the convention of 1839 and served for many years as Senior Warden of 
St. Paul’s – an office he still held when he died at the Battle of Selma on April 2, 1865. 
 
Robert N. Philpot first married Mary E. Chandler who died in 1843 at the tender age of 26. She 
and Mr. Philpot had several children but none is known to have lived to adulthood.  Mary 
Chandler Philpot, her parents and small children are all buried in the oldest part of Live Oak 
Cemetery.  Mr. Philpot later married Mary Darling Caswell b. c1822.  Also a native of NY, she o 
had been recruited here as a teacher by the Selma Ladies Educational Society of which Philpot 
was a trustee.      
 
At the beginning of the War Between the States, Mr. Philpot at age 54 was already too old to 
enlist in the Confederate Army. But he and many others went out to help defend the city when 
Wilson’s Raid came in 1865.   His young daughter Maude St. John Philpot, only 11 years of age 
at the time, left a memoir in which she recounted for her family that some men came to their 
home on Union Street to get her father to join them in defending the city on that fateful Sunday. 
She poignantly tells of the last time she saw her father alive, when he rode off on a gray horse 
never to return. 
 
In the Register of St. Paul’s there is this entry made by the Rector -  “April 4th, 1865   Mr. R. N. 
Philpot, many years Senior Warden of this church,  was buried today; having been 
murdered on Sunday evening the 2nd while bravely endeavoring to defend the town.”   
Philpot was 58 years old.   Regrettably there is no mention of where he is buried and no marker 
to his memory or to that of his 2nd wife Mary Darling Philpot who died in 1870.  The Philpots left 
two surviving children, Robert Philpot born. c1845 and Maude St. John Philpot, born c1855.           
 
Naturally since Philpot died at the Battle of Selma,  he was not involved in the rebuilding of the 
original church at the corner of Lauderdale and Alabama Avenue;  nor in the planning and 
construction of our present glorious English Gothic Revival building.  But surely he would be 
joyful and humbled to walk down the aisle of St. Paul’s today, knowing that what he helped 
begin in the 1830s has been a strength to many and  a symbol of endurance for the people of 
Selma and this congregation for many generations. We honor the memory and dedication  of 
Robert Nicholas Philpot, one of our own. 


