Church of the Holy Cross
90 Parkway Drive
Trussville, Alabama 35173
Office: 205/655-7668
E-mail: holycrosstrussal@centurytel.net
Website: holycrosstrussville.org
Interim Rector: The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Parish Secretary: Janet Prewett

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Trussville, AL 35173
PERMIT NO. 52

THE PATHWAY

C HURCH OF THE H OLY C ROSS N EWSLETTER
A PRIL 2015

THE CROSS SECTION
I have often been asked whether Christmas or Easter was more important to the Christian faith. The only
answer is that both days depend on the other for their significance, and that you must also include Good
Friday to get the full picture.
Christmas reveals the incredible and mysterious truth that God became human. However, if He only came,
but did not die and rise again, then Christ’s ministry is limited to one of example. This would actually be
devastating because none of us can claim to come close to fulfilling Jesus’ example. His example as the
perfect follower of God’s law leads us to cry out to him as Savior. Christmas is wonderful, but, without
Good Friday and Easter, there is no Gospel.
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Good Friday is good only if Christmas is true – that it was in fact God who died on the Cross for our sins.
For if it was only a good man or charismatic teacher who died, then he would have been utterly unqualified
to serve as our substitutionary and atoning sacrifice. Without Christmas, Good Friday isn’t good at all – it is
just a sad story of injustice. Further, Good Friday isn’t good without Easter! If God died but didn’t rise
again, then we are all in a pitiable and hopeless state, for our Creator would be absent and impotent, and we
would be left on our own as if there was no God at all! Good Friday’s goodness rests in the truth of both
Christmas and Easter.
Finally, without Christmas’ incarnation and Good Friday’s atoning sacrifice, Easter is reduced to a
mythological tale of magic at best, or even to a total fiction. Yet if in fact it was God who came (Christmas)
and who willingly offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins (Good Friday), then it makes perfect sense that
God would rise again to defeat Satan and death once and for all. Precisely because of who Christmas says
Jesus is, and because of what Good Friday says Jesus accomplished, Easter’s resurrection is our great hope,
promising life in Christ with God for all eternity for those who believe. Easter proclaims that God always
has the last word over our lives, and that His is a word of life. The Resurrection is the central and unique
claim of Christianity, but it is nonsense without Christmas and Good Friday.
So Christmas, Good Friday and Easter form a sort of holiday trinity of Good News proclamation. This week
we come to two of our three high holy days. I hope you will not rush ahead to Sunday’s Peeps and pastels,
but will walk to Friday with Jesus, worshipping with us on Maundy Thursday night and sitting with the good
grief of Friday’s Cross. You can rest assured that your Easter will be far more glorious if you do.
In the hope of Resurrection,
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Interim Rector

QUILT RAFFLE
ECW has been donated an antique (circa 1896-1906) quilt which we plan to raffle off on
th
May 10 . This quilt was pieced and quilted by one of our member’s grandmother or
great-grandmother. There are some worn places on it, but let’s face it, at that age, “it is
no spring chicken.”

Our annual Easter Brunch will be held between the two services
(9:15-10:15) on Easter Sunday. In an effort to spend less time in
the kitchen and allow everyone to rejoice in the Resurrection, we
are making the following suggestions:
LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH:
A-B
C-F
G-L
M-P
Q-S
T-Z

Fruit (clean and cut, ready to serve)
Pastries (breads, muffins, doughnuts)
Juice (apple, orange, tomato)
Breakfast casseroles ….. the sky is the limit
Meat (sausage, bacon, ham) cooked, warm,
ready to serve
Breakfast potatoes (Hashbrown casseroles, etc)

Milk will be provided. For more information, contact Karen
Mann at Kmann43@charter.net or 533-1211.

Come join Holy Cross for the 2015 Easter Egg
Hunt! Kids need to gather in two groups: Five
and under meet on the porch of the playground;
kindergarten through 5th grade meet at the
back door of the church. The groups need to be
in their places by 9:40am to hear the rules and
the hunt will begin at 9:45am. Bring Easter
baskets, friends, family, and joy for the season.
The EYC will be helping all the kids to ensure a
great hunt again this year!

MONTHLY ULTREYA

The tickets are five dollars each or three for ten dollars! The proceeds will be divided
equally between T.E.A.M. and a fund for Altar Rail Kneelers. So, if your knees are like
mine, they will appreciate your purchase of several tickets.

Amy Banaszek
Jonah Stark
Isaac Okoro
Vanessa Ridolphi
Louise Wood
Ginger Meadows
Kimberly Stark
Rita Kelly
Lee Amberson
Jaime Jones
Alisa Anderson
Matt Mathews
Tina Luttrell
Mark Lewis
Merrie Ramp
Elaine Tindill-Rohr
Regina Lewis
Serena Krueger
Holly Drew
Susan Southwick
Alexa Jacks
Jennifer Bodnar
Joy O’Donnell
Avery Jarnagin
Joan Brooks
Emma Edge

2
4
8
8
9
9
9
11
11
12
14
15
17
17
18
18
19
20
20
21
21
22
24
25
29
29

Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

SPRING PLANTING
On April 25th, Saturday at 9:00am, we will gather at Holy Cross for spring planting in the main
garden. Bring tools and gloves if you have them; if not, we have plenty to go around. If you are new
to gardening, don’t worry; we’ll help. No experience required. Lunch will be provided at noon.
Children are always welcome at any activity in the garden. Moreover, we are considering a special
activity for some Saturday afternoon for the children to plant flowers around the garden. Blooming
flowers detract harmful insects while at the same time attracting the butterflies and bees we need for
pollination. If you think your child would be interested in this, please contact Donna Madison.
After the initial planting the garden will need one inch of water each day for the first week and once
or twice a week thereafter depending on how much it rains. We are hoping to install a drip
irrigation system soon, but we may still need volunteers to water.
As in the past, we will sell some produce to pay our expenses, but the majority will be donated to
TEAM. If you are interested in delivering produce to TEAM, please contact Donna Madison at 256239-2657 or madisond@hiwaay.net.

ARTS & CRAFTS SALE
To celebrate the talents of Holy Cross parishioners, ECW is hosting an Arts & Crafts Sale on
Saturday, May 16th 8:00am till 12:30pm. If you wish to participate, space or a table may be
purchased for a $15.00 donation, or 15% minimum of your total sales. Forms are in Genesis Room.
For info: Inga Strickland at 985-640-5179.

Cursillistas, this month’s Ultreya will on Sunday, April 26th at
5:00pm in the Genesis Room. Last month we celebrated Saint
Patrick’s Day as our theme. It was a great success! Great Irish
dishes and decorations as well as a good time. This month,
Easter is the theme. Think about the foods that we eat and the
things we do on Easter Sunday. Be it rabbit or lamb or painted
hard boiled eggs, there will be an email list of what we are
planning to bring. Get involved early so your favorite isn’t
snatched up. Mark April 26th on your calendar and plan to attend.

“The Alpha (makeup) Day Away”
will be Sunday afternoon,
April 12th after church.
This is a great opportunity to learn about
the Holy Spirit in the lives of Christians.

Work Day
The Ladies’ Night Out group will meet
at Ruby Tuesday’s in Trussville on
Thursday, April 23rd at 6:30pm.
A sign-up sheet is in the Genesis Room.

On Saturday, April 4th, at 9:00am,
the Altar Guild will meet to clean,
polish and prepare the worship
area for Easter. Please plan to
attend if at all possible, as “many
hands make for light work.”

We welcome our newest members:
Holly Drew
Matthew Shafer
Becky Wester
Bill Wester
Cindy Wester

The session will last
approximately four hours.
Lunch will be served.
All are welcome,
even if you haven’t been
attending Alpha.

JR. WARDEN’S CORNER

It is time to plan for the Fourth Annual Small Parish Retreat held at Camp
McDowell. This year the dates to remember are May 1st – May 3rd. Holy
Cross has been well represented in the past and we look forward to doing
the same this year. So, if you like hiking, canoeing, storytelling, hay rides,
pasture parties, milk and cookies, or the always fun Contra Dance, you
need to be at the Small Parish Retreat this year. A sign-up sheet will be in
the Genesis Room and an itinerary is in the narthex. For info contact:
Reese Booth at 276-4727 or reesebooth@windstream.net.

Hello Holy Cross,
Well, springtime is finally here and I am certainly glad for it. I hope everyone is enjoying this time of year.
I can't comment enough on how our church is being blessed. The Cathedral Church of the Advent and Canon
Gibbes have been such a positive influence. The Alpha Course has been well attended and is a really good
resource for learning about our Christian faith. Many other blessings are coming from some of our own
parishioners with the work they have taken on. We have set some goals in renovating and repairing our
church building and there are those who have stepped up and accomplished the tasks they have chosen.
Here are some of our blessings:

Wednesday, March 11th, was a big day for the Brighton
Middle School Band. Their director, and our organist,
Justin Finch, brought the band to Trussville. They came
to participate in a competition at Trussville’s Middle
School. Following their performance (for which they
received some good marks!), they were then transported
to Holy Cross for lunch served by members of the ECW.

Heather Johnson and Fran Bramblette are at it again. They contracted for the rector's office walls to be
repaired and painted. That work has been finished.
Tom Mann and Harold Jones are working on the garden detail of building the raised beds to grow vegetables.
This will be an addition to our regular garden plot. The raised beds are handicap accessible; that is the
purpose for the raised beds. Donna Madison is the liaison for the Garden Ministry and Tom and Harold have
agreed to help her with the heavy work.
Inga and Mark Strickland have measured the area where they will build the privacy fence to house the
garbage cans, so they will be hidden from sight.
Johnny and Cindy Cole have repaired the table in the narthex and it has been refinished from black to an
antique red.
Brian Hall re-made the cross on the baptismal stoup on the back wall of the nave to match the cross above the
altar.
Fran Bramblette is looking into getting us a quote on the exterior lighting.
Our very own Derrick Willis is putting in the drainage pipes and the sump pump to get rid of our water
problem at the front door. If you drive by here on Saturday, you will see him waist deep in the ditch out in
front of the church. Tom Mann and I helped him for a time, but after moving some dirt around I realized that
that is a younger man's work. OUCH!

Justin Finch
demonstrated
his skills
on the Holy
Cross organ
for his class.

Before having to load up on the bus to return to school,
they went into the nave where Justin demonstrated his
skills on our organ. According to word received by your
Church Mouse they had a great time. They took turns
crowding around the organ so that each had a chance to
see Justin’s “finger and footwork!” Furthermore, I have
it on the best of authority that their behavior was
exemplary and they were young ladies and gentlemen.
We were delighted to have them and hope they can come
again.

As soon as Lonny, with Cooper Construction, gets back to us with their final price, we will know what our
next steps will be in renovating our church restrooms.
As you can see, there are many things being done to make our church a better place. This is God's house and
we are helping Him make it better! From my point of view as Junior Warden all of these people are a blessing
to me and to us as parishioners. I am inspired by each of them.
Thank you, God, for all of the blessings I have listed. I am humbled by them all!
Sincerely,
Mac McQueen
Junior Warden

MOTHERS’ MISSION & MINISTRY GROUP
If you are a mother of school-aged and/or younger children, please join us on Tuesday, April 7th
from 6:00-7:30pm for a dinner and devotional gathering in the Genesis Room. We will be working
on our snack bags for Restoration Academy and discussing future involvement with First Light
Shelter. Nursery care is provided. Mothers’ Mission & Ministry Group is devoted to the teaching
of our children and to Christian service in the community. Please join us. We'd love to have all
mothers!

The next meeting of the ECW will be held on
Wednesday, April 22nd in the Genesis Room,
immediately following the 11:00am Healing
Eucharist. We will discuss plans for fundraisers
and the completion of current projects. We have
some exciting new ideas and are looking forward
to getting them implemented. All ladies of the
church are welcome. Just come and bring a
sandwich – drinks and dessert will be furnished.

The men of the parish are invited to
join Canon Gibbes on a four day, thirty
mile backpacking trip, April 16-19.
This is a men’s retreat unlike anything
you’ve ever experienced. It is physically
challenging, spiritually enriching, and
a ton of fun. You do not need to own
any gear, or even to like camping.
Please contact Canon Gibbes
(gibbes@cathedraladvent.com).

Laissez les bons temps rouler!

Gumbo Gala you say….we are participating in the Gumbo Gala? What in the world is that and what in the
world is Episcopal Place? My friends, all very good questions and many of the same ones that I had several years
ago. So after a little research (i.e., their web site, www.episcopalplace.org) I am able tell you a bit about it.
Apparently, back in the late 1970’s, an elderly lady wrote to Bishop Stough and explained to him that she
was no longer able to live by herself and had no place to go. A very real and bigger concern for a lot of older
people now that we are in 2015.
Bishop Stough asked a parishioner at St. Andrew’s to look into the HUD program, which had just been
developed. Its focus was on low-income and disabled adults. Under the guidance of Jeanne Johnston, from St.
Andrew’s, and the support of nine other parishes, the Episcopal Housing Foundation was created. The first phase
of Episcopal Place opened in October 1980 and had ninety-five one-bedroom and five two-bedroom apartments.
Ten units were built to help the hearing disabled and ten more units were built to accommodate those with mobility
issues.
During the first decade of operation, the board of trustees was able to develop many supportive services.
Financial backing came from the Bishop’s Fund and the United Thank Offering (UTO). These services included
noon meals, transportation services, and many day-to-day social activities and services. By 1992 there was a twoyear waiting list and the board applied for a HUD grant to build forty-one additional apartments on property
adjacent to the original site. They opened in November 1995 and were full by January 1996. The dynamics of the
residents have changed greatly since the inception, with residents being much older and a lot more frail.
I believe that their mission statement really says it all…..
"The mission of Episcopal Place is to provide to senior and disabled adults who have restricted income, safe and
affordable housing and access to related services in a home-like environment."
So what has this got to do with gumbo? Well the Gala actually started in Caldwell Park as a backyard party
for the residents. The event grew in popularity and it moved to Sloss Furnace in 2011. It was there for three years.
(That is when Tom and I first started attending and it was love at first bite). This year they will celebrate their 10th
Anniversary and move to Regions Field in hopes that the venue will be more accessible and have more room for
competing teams.
There are over 40 teams registered for the cooking competition (like a chili cook-off). Teams will compete
in two divisions, “Professional” and “Backyard” cooks. For $12.00 (pre-sale) and $15.00 (at the gate) you may stroll
through the venue and sample each and every type of Gumbo. The tables are decorated and a few are even
known to give you a “Spirited Bloody Mary” for a small donation. Children under 12 get in free and there are
activities for them such as face painting, cookie decorating and, of course, pizza for a small fee. There is live
music, this year featuring Rollin’ in the Hay.
All the gumbos are judged by a live panel of judges that include Chef Austin Davis from “The Bright Star”
and Chef Jim Smith from the “Alabama Governor’s Mansion,” just to name two. The gumbo is judged on aroma,
consistency, color, and, of course, TASTE. A fan favorite is also chosen. This is really quite simple…you love us;
you put money in the jar. The group with the most money wins fan favorite. All proceeds go to assist in the
funding of Episcopal Place. Our very own Dave Perry resides there now and from what I hear from the staff….he
is well loved and keeps them on their toes. He might even be there that day.
All I can say is this…..try it once! It is truly a great day for such a worthy cause. Come out and support
Episcopal Place and the Holy Cross Rouxstirs!
Laissez les bons temps rouler? Okay, okay……let the good times roll! And you know I had to look that up!
- Karen Mann

