
Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Opening Acclamation and Collect 

Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of 
  the Lord. 
People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

Celebrant    Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salva-
tion, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of 
those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and im-
mortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his dis-
ciples and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a 
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If any-
one says to you, `Why are you doing this?' just say this, `The 
Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.'" They 
went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 
street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said 
to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?" They told 
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 
Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks 
on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut 
in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who fol-

Sunday of the Passion: 

Palm Sunday 

March 29, 2015 

We are delighted that you have cho-
sen to worship our Lord Jesus Christ 
with us for this special service of rec-
onciliation. We are especially excited 

to welcome our friends from St. 
Mark’s Parish in Birmingham.  Let us 
give thanks for a faith that believes 

in a God who is making all things 
new through his Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ.       

 On March 14, 1965—one week 
after Bloody Sunday had shaken the 
city of Selma—a small group of about 
19 demonstrators gathered in front of 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  Many of 
them had responded to the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s call to come 
south and participate in the march to 
Montgomery that would begin the 
following week. That day, however, 
their mission was to integrate the his-
toric downtown parish.   
 These demonstrators didn’t 
carry signs.  They didn’t chant catchy 
phrases.  Instead, they came armed 
with the Episcopal Church’s Book of 
Common Prayer.  After St. Paul’s ush-
ers turned them away, the small group 
knelt at the steps of the church and 
said a prayer known as the General 
Confession.   
 So began the highly charged 
two week process that would involve 
the Rt. Rev. Charles C.J. Carpenter, the 
Episcopal bishop of Alabama; Jona-
than Daniels, an Episcopal seminarian, 
now commemorated for his martyr-
dom in the church’s calendar of saints; 
the Rev. Franklin T Mathews, rector of 
St. Paul’s and a host of others whom 
God used to bring about God’s purpos-

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ALL are WELCOME: Open Doors and Invisible Walls 

I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the 
house of the Lord."    Psalm 122:1  



lowed were shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had 
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Beth-
any with the twelve. 

Blessing of the Palms 

Celebrant       The Lord be with you.  
People           And also with you.  
Celebrant       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People           It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you 
have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day 
he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as 
King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm 
along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant 
that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and 
follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in 
glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for  ever. Amen. 

Procession of the Palms 

Worship leaders will process to church steps and the congregation is in-
vited to follow joyfully waving Palm Branches raised high in the air. 

Celebrant Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Hosanna in the highest! 

Celebrant       The Lord be with you. 
People           And also with you. 
Celebrant       Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 
suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Merci-
fully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none oth-
er than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Confession and Absolution 

Deacon: Acknowledging  that we have erred and strayed from thy ways 
like lost sheep let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neigh-
bor:   

ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, 
Judge of all men; We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 
wickedness, Which we, from time to time, most grievously have com-
mitted, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty, Provok-
ing most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly 
repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; The remem-
brance of them is grievous unto us; The burden of them is intolerable. 

es on earth. Their struggle result-
ed in a worship service where on 
March 28, 1965, an integrated 
group was allowed to enter the 
church.    

 Much has changed in 
Selma in 50 years, and the local 
faith community has taken the 
lead in trying to bring together a 
city once defined by its resistance 
to integration. Thus, here we are 
today, on Palm Sunday, as the 
people of St. Paul’s Selma join 
with the people of St. Mark’s Bir-
mingham in a service of reconcili-
ation, to commemorate that Sun-
day 50 years ago when black and 
white people worshipped togeth-
er at St. Paul’s, and to celebrate 
a God who uses ordinary women 
and men to fulfill his plan of jus-
tice and peace for all people.  
 On March 11, with thou-
sands of clergy and lay people in 
Selma for the march to Mont-
gomery, St. Paul’s vestry called a 
special meeting to review its poli-
cy on segregation . Mathews re-
minded the vestry “according to 
canon law, no communicant or 
baptized member of The 
Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America 
should be excluded from the 
church services.”  A majority of 
the vestry wasn’t comfortable 
with the canon and amended it 
to permit visiting Episcopal cler-
gy to be seated in the back of the 
church “and that the admission 
of any other visitors be left up to 
the discretion of the ushers.”  
 Before the meeting was 
adjourned, “the Rector stated 
that this resolution was incon-
sistent with the spirit of the can-
non’s (sic) of the church and that 
he opposed it.” Mathews hon-
ored the vote, however, and 



Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that 
we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the 
honour and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Celebrant: ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy 
hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repent-
ance and true faith turn unto him; Have mercy upon you; pardon and de-
liver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; 
and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all who truly 
turn to him. COME unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I 
will refresh you. St. Matt. xi. 28. So God loved the world, that he gave his 
only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life. St. John iii. 16.  

Call to Worship 

To all who are weary and need rest; to all who are lonely and want 
friendship; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who pray and to all 
who do not, but ought to; to all who sin and need a Savior; and to whoso-
ever will – this Church opens wide the door, and says in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, WELCOME.  

Entrance Procession 

Deacon      Let us go forth in peace.  
People       In the name of Christ. Amen.  

Hymnal 154 All glory laud and honor              Valet will ich dir geben 

(hymn music and text in back of bulletin) 

The Ministry of the Word 

Celebrant       The Lord be with you. 
People           And also with you. 
Celebrant       Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you 
sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to 
suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: 
Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also 
share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Old Testament Lesson 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 
how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens-- 

wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has 

thus, on the 14th, the delegation 
attempting to integrate the church 
was turned away because clergy 
members in the group would not 
enter if black lay people were ex-
cluded.  Twenty-five leaders from 
St. Paul’s, including two vestry 
members, stood in solidarity with 
those who were not permitted to 
enter the church.  
 One member of the dele-
gation later said, “What I remem-
ber most about the church visit, 
however, was the presence of a 
local lady, elegant and ramrod 
straight, a member of that parish, 
accompanied by what appeared to 
be her professionally-dressed son. 
She took on the men with crossed 
arms and let them know that, if 
we were forbidden to enter, then 
she would stand outside with us.”         
 On March 18th, Bishop 
Carpenter received a letter from 
Malcolm Peabody, leader of the 
Episcopal Society of Cultural and 
Racial Unity, who was among 
those who had been turned away.  
In the letter, Peabody expressed 
his disappointment and called on 
Carpenter to respond to the issue.   
 On March 19th, the vestry 
convened again and resolved the 
following, “we abide by the Canon 
(#16, Section 4, of General Church 
Canon) of the church and the re-
quests of the Rector and the Bish-
op, with regard to the admission 
of persons to services; provided, 
however, that no usher shall be 
under any duty to admit any such 
baptized member of this church, 
clergy, or laity, whose demeanor 
and document is not orderly.”  
 The minutes state that the 
resolution failed due to a tie 7-7 
vote.  The canons of the church 
give the rector the tie-breaking 
vote.  However, Mathews had 



opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I 
gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who 
pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; there-
fore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them con-
front me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me 
guilty? The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God 

The Psalm 

Psalm 31:9-16  

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are con-
sumed. 

11I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my 
neighbors, a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
 I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who per-
secute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 

Epistle Lesson 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

traveled to be with his broth-
er, the Rev. Lex Mathews in 
Tallahassee.  Mathew’s broth-
er was the chaplain at Florida 
State University and was suc-
cessful in integrating the stu-
dent center there.  There is no 
doubt that the visit strength-
ened Frank Mathews’ resolve 
to do what he knew was right 
in his heart. 
 Upon his return, 
Mathews called another spe-
cial vestry meeting to order 
the following evening. Again, 
a motion was made at the 
request of Bishop Carpenter 
and Mathews to abide by Can-
on 16, Section 4.  This time the 
motion passed 8-3 with one 
abstention.  The vote count 
indicates that two vestry 
members who opposed inte-
gration did not attend the 
meeting because they knew 
they would lose the vote. After 
the vote was taken, two more 
announced their resignation.  
Although their resignations 
were not accepted, these men 
and other parishioners left the 
parish, taking with them their 
sizeable pledges.  Later that 
summer the parish endured 
financial hardships.  But the 
financial struggles and parish 
conflict were only minor com-
pared to the success of wit-
nessing to the truth of God.  
  Over the years, the 
church became a place that 
took seriously its call to recon-
cile all people to God and each 
other.  Perhaps the most sig-
nificant witness to this truth is 
that fact that most of the chil-



death--even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God 

Hymnal 458  My song is love unknown       Love Unknown 

The Passion Narrative  

(please be seated, customary responses are omitted)  

Mark: Hear the passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark.  

Mark: It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Un-
leavened Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a 
way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they said, 

Chief Priests: Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among 
the people. 

Mark: While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as 
he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly 
ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the oint-
ment on his head. But some were there who said to one another in 
anger, 

Crowd:  Why was the ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment 
could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the 
money given to the poor. 

Mark: And they scolded her. But Jesus said, 

Jesus: Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a 
good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, and you 
can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not al-
ways have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my 
body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good 
news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be 
told in remembrance of her. 

Mark: Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the 
chief priests in order to betray him to them. When they heard it, they 
were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. So he began 
to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sac-
rificed, the disciples said to Jesus, 

Disciples:  Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for 

dren who attended St. Paul’s 
attended the integrated pub-
lic school system in Selma.  
The city schools were also 
blessed to have many teach-
ers who were parishioners at 
St. Paul’s.  Members of St. 
Paul’s are still committed to a 
community that works togeth-
er.   
 Our worship service 
will revisit the steps where the 
delegation was blocked from 
worship.  Clergy and worship 
leaders alike will all kneel be-
fore the doors of the parish.  
We will name and recognize 
that we are all responsible for 
the systems of injustice and 
hate in our world.  We will 
also kneel in a faith that be-
lieves in a God in whose good 
time is making all people one 
through the reconciling love 
of Jesus Christ our Lord.      
 We are hopeful that 
this worship service will also 
witness to the ongoing recon-
ciliation that God is revealing 
through Christ’s Church.  As I 

heard someone say recently, 
before we can find common 
ground, we must find holy 
ground.  The Palm Sunday 
service will signify our com-
mitment to find common 
ground in a faith that be-
lieves that God is building 
up the kingdom right here 
Alabama.  
 

 
 



you to eat the Passover? 

Mark: So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 

Jesus: Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, and 
wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room up-
stairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there. 

Mark: So the disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told 
them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 

When it was evening, Jesus came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places 
and were eating, Jesus said, 

Jesus: Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me. 

Mark: They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, 

Disciples: Surely, not I? 

Mark: Jesus said to them, 

Jesus: It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the 
Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born. 

Mark: While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, 
gave it to them, and said, 

Jesus: Take; this is my body. 

Mark: Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them 
drank from it. He said to them, 

Jesus: This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I 
will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the king-
dom of God. 

Mark: When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus 
said to them, 

Jesus: You will all become deserters; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the 
sheep will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee. 

Mark: Peter said to him, 

Peter: Even though all become deserters, I will not. 

Mark: Jesus said to him, 

Jesus: Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny 
me three times. 

Mark: But Peter said vehemently, 



Peter: Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you. 

Mark: And all of them said the same. 

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and Jesus said to his disciples, 

Jesus: Sit here while I pray. 

Mark: He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and 
agitated. And said to them, 

Jesus: I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake. 

Mark: And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it 
were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, 

Jesus: Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not 
what I want, but what you want. 

Mark: Jesus came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, 

Jesus: Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and 
pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak. 

Mark: And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more 
he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not 
know what to say to him. He came a third time and said to them, 

Jesus: Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the 
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my be-
trayer is at hand. 

Mark: Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and 
with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, 
and the elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 

Judas: The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard. 

Mark: So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, 

Judas: Rabbi! 

Mark: and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of 
those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting 
off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, 

Jesus: Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a ban-
dit? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 
But let the scriptures be fulfilled. 

Mark: All of them deserted him and fled. A certain young man was following him, 
wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, but he left the linen cloth 



and ran off naked. 

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes 
were assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the 
high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the 
chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him 
to death; but they found none. For many gave false testimony against him, and their 
testimony did not agree. Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, 

Crowd:  We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in 
three days I will build another, not made with hands.’ 

Mark: But even on this point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood 
up before them and asked Jesus, 

High Priest: Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you? 

Mark: But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, 

High Priest:  Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One? 

Mark: Jesus said, 

Jesus: I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’ 

Mark: Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, 

High Priest:  Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy! What is 
your decision? 

Mark: All of them condemned him as deserving death. Some began to spit on him, to 
blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, 

Chief Priests: Prophesy! 

Mark: The guards also took him over and beat him. 

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest 
came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, 

Servant Girl: You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth. 

Mark: But he denied it, saying, 

Peter: I do not know or understand what you are talking about. 

Mark: And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, 
on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, 

Servant Girl: This man is one of them. 

Mark: But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Pe-
ter, 



Crowd: Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean. 

Mark: But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, 

Peter: I do not know this man you are talking about. 

Mark: At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered 
that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three 
times.’ And he broke down and wept. 

Mark: As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 
and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him 
over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, 

Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews? 

Mark: Jesus answered him, 

Jesus: You say so. 

Mark: Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, 

Pilate: Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you. 

Mark: But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 
asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 
murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for 
them according to his custom. Then he answered them, 

Pilate: Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews? 

Mark: For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him 
over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them 
instead. Pilate spoke to them again, 

Pilate: Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews? 

Mark: They shouted back, 

CONGREGATION: Crucify him! 

Mark: Pilate asked them, 

Pilate: Why, what evil has he done? 

Mark: But they shouted all the more, 

CONGREGATION: Crucify him! 

Mark: So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a 



purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they 
began saluting him, 

Soldiers:  Hail, King of the Jews! 

Mark: They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to 
him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on 
him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the 
place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull).  CONGREGATION PLEASE 
STAND. And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each 
should take. It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of 
the charge against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And with him they crucified two ban-
dits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their 
heads and saying, 

Crowd:  Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, 
and come down from the cross! 

Mark: In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him 
among themselves and saying, 

Chief Priests: He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Isra-
el, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe. 

Mark: Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 

Jesus: Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani? 

Mark: which means, 

Jesus: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Mark: When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 

Crowd: Listen, he is calling for Elijah. 

Mark: And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to 
him to drink, saying, 

Bystander:  Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down. 

Mark: Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw 
that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 

Centurion:  Truly this man was God’s Son! 



Mark: There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salo-
me. These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there 
were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. When evening had 
come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the sab-
bath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself 
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the cen-
turion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned from 
the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. Then Joseph bought a 
linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a 
tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of 
the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was 
laid. 

The Homily                        The Rev. Jack Alvey 

Prayer for the Human Family 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred 
which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of 
love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on 
earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around 
your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Fa-
ther, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salva-
tion he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Litany of Reconciliation “Lord You Made the World” 

Leader: Lord, you made the world and everything in it; you created the human race of one 
stock and gave us the earth for our possession. 

People: Break down the walls that separate us and unite us into a single body. 

Leader: Lord, we have been divisive in our thinking, in our speech, in our actions; we have 
classified and imprisoned one another; we have fenced each other out by hatred and preju-
dice. 

People: Break down the walls that separate us and unite us into a single body. 

Leader: Lord, you mean us to be a single people, ruled by peace, feasting in freedom, 

freed from injustice, truly human, men and women, responsible and responsive in the life 
we lead, the love we share, the relationships we create. 

People: Break down the walls that separate us and unite us into a single body. 

Leader: Lord, we shall need ever-new insights into the truth, awareness of your will for all 
humanity, courage to do what is right even when it is not allowed, persistence in undermin-
ing unjust structures until they crumble into dust, grace to exercise a ministry of reconcilia-
tion. 

People: Break down the walls that separate us and unite us into a single body. 

Leader: Lord, share out among us the tongues of your Spirit, that we may each burn with 
compassion for all who hunger for freedom and humanness; that we may be doers of the 
Word and so speak with credibility about the wonderful things you have done. 

All: Lord, direct us in ways we do not yet discern and equip us for the service 
of reconciliation and liberation in your world. 

From 1979 Year of Repentance, Anti-Racism Study Packet, United Church of Canada, Saskatchewan 
Conference. 

The Peace 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

Special Offering to St. Mark’s from St. Paul’s 
Letter from The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan 

Parish Announcements 

At Offertory  When I survey the Wondrous Cross                           Martin 
Hymnal 380 (v. 3) Praise God, from whom all blessings flow                 Old 100th 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 



People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was 
lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffer-
ing and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Hymnal S-125 Sanctus                 Proulx 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest 

The people stand or kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to recon-
cile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last 
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 



All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,  we are bold to say,    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.      

The Breaking of the Bread 

Hymnal S-161 Fraction Anthem                        Hurd 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace  

Prayer of Humble Access  

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own right-
eousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gath-
er up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always 
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Congregation is invited to the altar for Holy Communion. 

Communion Hymns: 

Hymnal 313   Let thy blood in mercy poured            Jesus, meine Zuversicht 
Alleluia III 128  One bread one body 
Alleluia III 107  Let us break bread together   
Alleluia III 94  In remembrance of me 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Soloist, Valeria Maize 

Valerie Maize, a professional singer in church choirs for many years, recently joined St. 
Mark's where she now praises God from the pew instead of the choir loft.   

 
 



Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and cour-
age to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Je-
sus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer 
death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.   

Hymnal 671  Amazing Grace            New Britain  

Dismissal          

Deacon  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

Postlude        Nun ruhen alle Walder                       Bach 

 
All are invited to join us in the Lower Hall for a reception.  A special thank you to all who 

traveled to worship at St. Paul’s, to all who served in the leadership of worship, to all who 
contributed to the reception, and to all who are faithful to the call of Jesus Christ to wit-

ness to God’s reconciling love in a broken and sinful world.     
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