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New policies and practices for Ohio’s adult guardianship cases will 
take effect June 1 after the Ohio Supreme Court adoption of Rules 
of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio 66.01 - 66.09 that were 
recommended by its Advisory Committee on Children and 
Families. They can be found online. 
 
“The result of countless hours of work from the committee 
members are rules that will align Ohio with standards set by the 
National Guardianship Association in adult guardianship cases and 
raise the level of professionalism among our guardians,” Chief 
Justice Maureen O’Connor said in a prepared statement. “We 
know this has been a long process, but we have never lost sight 
that the ultimate goal is to provide our probate courts with effective 
means to ensure the safety and well-being of people who need our 
protection.” 
 
The rules were published in May 2014 for public comment, and, 
based on those comments, there are several revisions, including 
the following:  
• Amending the definition for “guardian” to no longer exempt family 
members from the rules. 
• Requiring courts to maintain and monitor a roster of guardians 
with 10 or more wards under their care. 
• Requiring guardians to meet with the wards under their care at 
least quarterly. 
 
“The rules are a welcome change, not only as standards for 
guardians, but also as expectations for court oversight. The 
guardianship rules direct guardians and courts to seek first the 
preferences of the individual, striving for balance, and I am grateful 
to the Supreme Court’s committee and to the justices for their 
diligence,” said Beverley Laubert, chief of the Ohio Department of 
Aging Elder Rights Division and State Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman.                                                                   Cont'd on p.2 
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Certified Master Guardian Julia R. Nack, who is past president of the National 
Guardianship Association, served on the committee that drafted the rules. 
 
“The Supreme Court Rules are a good step forward, as they move Ohio toward best 
practices in guardianship. While I would like to have seen training and visitation 
requirements that were as rigorous as the national standards envision, these new 
mandates are a very positive step,” Nack said. “There are many other positive changes 
that will bring consistency across Ohio in how the courts administer adult guardianships. 
It is important now for Ohio lawmakers to take up the issue of guardianship and provide 
the courts with the statutory and financial support they need to make these changes 
effective.” 
 
Probate courts will be required to adopt local rules to address emergency guardianship 
procedures and establish a complaint process. Those who want to be guardians will be 
required to take a minimum of six hours of training, and three hours of continuing 
education annually. Guardians who fail to comply will be ineligible for new 
appointments. The Ohio Judicial College is developing educational opportunities for 
judges, magistrates, attorneys, and other stakeholders. 

 
OHA Partners with OSMA for New Initiative 
to Reduce Drug Abuse 
The Ohio Hospital Association (OHA) announced this week that it is partnering with the 
Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) on the “Smart Rx – Smart Medicine and 
Responsible Treatment” initiative. According to the groups, “Smart Rx is a new 
statewide training tool to help health care professionals combat Ohio’s prescription drug 
abuse and subsequent opioid addiction troubles.” 
 
The Smart Rx training program helps Ohio prescribers understand prescription drug 
abuse, while staying up to speed on the latest legislation, regulations and requirements. 
The Smart Rx online training program pairs the latest expertise on reducing prescription 
drug abuse with online training techniques designed for today’s busy professional. 
 
“By participating in the Smart Rx initiative, OHA and Ohio’s health care community are 
working to provide thoughtful and responsible solutions to this problem. These include 
increasing patient education directives, applying greater focus on writing prescriptions 
and weighing alternatives to prescribing pills to treat pain,” OHA said in a release. 
 
According to the Trust for America’s Health organization, prescription drug abuse has 
quickly become a top public health concern. Prescription drug related deaths now 
outnumber those from heroin and cocaine combined, and drug overdose deaths exceed 
motor vehicle-related deaths in 29 states and Washington, D.C., including Ohio. 
 
In 2013, Ohio had the 12th highest drug overdose mortality rate in the United States, 
with 16.1 per 100,000 people suffering drug overdose fatalities, according to the 
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“Prescription Drug Abuse: Strategies to Stop the Epidemic” report. The number of drug 
overdose deaths — a majority of which are from prescription drugs — in Ohio more than 
tripled since 1999 when the rate was 4.2 per 100,000. Nationally, rates have doubled in 
29 states since 1999, quadrupled in four of those states and tripled in 10 more, OHA 
said. 
 
Additional information about the Smart Rx initiative is available online. 

 
Study: Affordable Housing for Renters 
Tough to Find 
A new report shows that the lowest income households in the U.S. are struggling to find 
affordable rental housing in Ohio and all across the country. According to the National 
Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC), “This situation is not likely to improve in the 
coming year because rental vacancy rates are at historic lows, and the bulk of new 
multifamily units are only affordable to middle- or high-income households. In addition, 
there is a continued loss of public and assisted housing through demolition and 
conversion to market-rate developments.”  
 
The report, “Affordable Housing is Nowhere to be Found for Millions,” jointly released by 
the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio (COHHIO) and NLIHC, a D.C.-
based research and policy organization, shows that there are only 35 rental homes 
affordable and available for every 100 extremely low-income renter households in Ohio. 
Extremely low-income households have incomes at or below 30 percent of the area 
median income.  
 
This ratio is only four above the national number of 31 units affordable and available for 
every 100 extremely low-income renter households, and makes Ohio the state with the 
28th fewest affordable and available rental units for this income group. Statewide, there 
is a need for 277,439 more rental homes to close the affordable rental housing gap for 
extremely low-income households, the groups said. 
 
“As a result of such a limited supply of affordable units available, at least 60 percent of 
extremely low-income renters in every state end up spending more than half of their 
income on rent and utility costs. In Ohio, 73 percent of extremely low income renters are 
in this situation. Spending such a significant portion of income towards housing 
increases the risk that a family will fall into homelessness. This type of housing 
instability is also tied to poor health outcomes, education outcomes, and economic 
opportunities for low income families.”  
 
“Every family in Ohio should have access to safe, decent, affordable housing, but this 
report shows that for too many Ohioans, that goal is out of reach,” Bill Faith, COHHIO 
executive director, said in a release. 
 

http://www.osma.org/Smart-Rx
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Faith lauded efforts like HUD’s recent $11.9 million Section 8 Project Rental Assistance 
program grant to Ohio to expand affordable housing opportunities for Extremely Low 
Income (ELI) populations and people with disabilities. The Ohio Housing Finance 
Agency together with the state Medicaid and mental health agencies worked together to 
win the award. “This is the perfect example of how multiple agencies can work together 
to solve the critical housing needs of our most vulnerable,” he said. “We need to 
continue to invest in housing for targeted populations like ELI and people with 
behavioral health issues, because investment in housing is offset by savings from stays 
in expensive institutional systems.” (See Statehouse News, Issue 10.) 
 
NLIHC and COHHIO also applauded the December decision by Federal Housing 
Finance Agency Director Mel Watt to begin setting aside funding for the National 
Housing Trust Fund (NHTF). “The NHTF will provide a dedicated source of revenue to 
states to preserve and expand the supply of rental housing targeted to extremely low-
income households. This investment in deeply affordable housing is welcome, but 
additional funding to the NHTF will be necessary to ensure that there are enough 
affordable rental homes for all income eligible households.”  
 
The report is available online. 

 
Happenings Week of March 9, 2015 
FY16-17 Budget 
State Attorney General Mike DeWine took on the developing issue of law enforcement 
training and police-community relations Thursday during routine budget testimony on 
HB64 (Smith). He told the president of the Legislative Black Caucus that Ohio’s vetting 
process for peace officers trails many other states’ and confirmed that the Ohio Peace 
Officer Training Academy (OPOTA) Commission, which advises his office but is 
appointed by the governor, has no representation from the African American 
community. During an overview of AG operations, Chairwoman Cheryl Grossman (R-
Grove City) of the House Finance Subcommittee on Transportation posed a larger 
question about law and order in the state of Ohio. “Are we equipping you in the best 
possible way to fight crime?” she asked DeWine. 
 
Representatives of the telecommunications industry along with local elected officials 
and businessmen told a House subcommittee Tuesday that telecom provisions 
proposed in the budget, HB64 (R. Smith), will allow for an easy transition to an Internet 
Protocol (IP) network from “legacy” landlines across the state. 
 
The Coalition of Ohio Metro Chambers of Commerce said Tuesday that it is 
concerned with tax provisions in HB64 (Smith), the governor’s executive budget 
proposal, including plans to raise the Commercial Activity Tax (CAT) and the sales tax 
by half of a percent. 
 
Tuesday, businesses told legislators that they were concerned with the administration’s 
proposed tax changes in HB64, and then on Wednesday, doctors told the House 

http://www.cohhio.org/advocacy/issues_track
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Finance Health and Human Services Subcommittee the administration proposals 
regarding physician reimbursements “could have a negative impact on Medicaid and 
dual-eligible patients’ access to high quality care ....” 
 
Ballot Issues 
ResponsibleOhio, a group behind a proposed constitutional amendment to legalize 
marijuana for personal and medical use, released projections Tuesday on the benefits 
legalization could bring Ohio, including $554 million in tax revenue by 2020. Then on 
Friday, Attorney General Mike DeWine certified the petition language after rejecting 
the group’s first submission a month ago. Now the issue goes to the Ballot Board which 
must determine if the amendment is one issue or more than one. 
 
2014 Elections 
Ohio First Lady Karen Waldbillig Kasich announced Tuesday that charities across 
the state committed to the health and wellness of Ohio’s children will receive more than 
$182,000 in funds remaining from the Kasich-Taylor New Day inauguration committee. 
 
2016 Elections 
Gov. John Kasich is planning to hit more states in his effort to get a federal balanced 
budget amendment passed, but said Friday that he has not made a decision on whether 
to run for president in 2016. Many political observers have eyed Kasich’s national tour 
to promote the proposed amendment to the U.S. Constitution, including upcoming visits 
to key primary states New Hampshire and South Carolina, the latter of which would be a 
second visit. 
 
Morrow County Commissioner Tom Whiston announced he will run for the 
Republican nomination for the 87th House District seat in 2016, the Marion Star 
reports. The seat is currently occupied by Rep. Jeff McClain (R-Upper Sandusky), who 
is term-limited. 
 
Rebecca Pearcey has been tapped to serve as the campaign manager for former 
Gov. Ted Strickland’s 2016 U.S. Senate campaign. 
 
Republican Wayne County Commissioner Scott Wiggam announced that he will run 
for the open 1st Ohio House District seat in 2016. The seat’s current occupant, Rep. 
Ron Amstutz (R-Wooster), is term-limited. He has a bachelor’s degree from Asbury 
College and a master’s degree in political science from the University of Akron. He also 
served as a lead legislative associate to the U.S. House of Representatives for the 
Christian Coalition of America, Inc., and served a four-year active duty tour in the U.S. 
Air Force. 
 
Endorsements made over the week include the following: 
- Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley, Columbus City Councilman and mayoral candidate 
Andrew Ginther, and the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee endorsed Ted 
Strickland for U.S. Senate. 
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- U.S. Reps. Marcia Fudge (D-Warrensville Heights), Tim Ryan (D-Niles) and Joyce 
Beatty (D-Columbus) endorsed Ted Strickland for U.S. Senate. 
- U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) endorsed Ted Strickland for U.S. Senate. 
 
Elections 
Secretary of State Jon Husted Thursday said a new review of voter rolls and voter 
eligibility discovered another 145 non-U.S. citizens who had registered to vote in Ohio, 
including 27 who had cast ballots dating as far back to 2000. The new cases are in 
addition to the 291 non-citizens found on the rolls during a review of the 2012 election. 
In that review, 17 who had cast ballots were forwarded on to the attorney general. 
 
General Assembly/Statehouse 
The Controlling Board on Monday approved five requests from the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Office, including a $7 million funding increase for software updates to 
investigate child victimizers and for sexual assault kit testing. Karen Huey, assistant 
superintendent with the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI), explained that BCI 
has received more than 9,000 untested sexual assault kits since 2011, has completed 
testing on 6,000, and anticipates finishing the rest by January 2016. 
 
Tuesday’s House session included passage of HCR5 (Patterson-Ruhl), urging better 
responses to Lyme Disease. 
 
Wednesday’s House session included unanimous passage of the $552.4 million 
Bureau of Workers’ Compensation budget, HB52 (Hackett), as well as the 
accompanying $102.9 million Industrial Commission budget, HB51.  
 
The Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board (CSRAB) said that construction is 
underway of a family restroom off the Map Room of the Ohio Statehouse, located on the 
ground floor of the Ohio Capitol. 
 
One of 50 co-sponsors of “heartbeat” bill HB69 (Hagan-Hood), Rep. Nino Vitale (R-
Urbana), says a commitment to traditional family values is among the primary reasons 
he ran for state office. The husband and father of five boys is hoping those values will 
make a difference in the 131st General Assembly. “One of the reasons I ran is to make 
Ohio a stronger family state,” he says, urging men to become more focused on their 
marriages and on their children. 
 
Janine Boyd built a career in human services advocacy and spent life watching her 
mother shape policy in Columbus but said until a few years ago she’d have never 
considered seeking elected office. Now she represents the district her mother, Barbara 
Boyd, used to represent: House District 9 in Cleveland. 
 
In other legislative action, House Judiciary Committee reported out HB24 (Dovilla-
Retherford), addressing adult protective services; and House Health and Aging 
Committee reported out HB39 (Duffey-DeVitis), addressing use of inhalers at schools 
and camps. 
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Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) 
After months of discussion, an Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) 
committee on Thursday voted to retain constitutional language central to the debate 
over how to appropriately fund public schools. The Education, Public Institutions and 
Local Government Committee, by a unanimous vote of members present, decided to 
keep current language in Article VI, Sections 1 and 2, which contains the controversial 
and much litigated “thorough and efficient” clause. 
 
The OCMC Legislative Branch and Executive Branch Committee could vote as early as 
the committee’s April meeting to recommend a plan to extend term limits for Ohio 
lawmakers. The committee continued its discussion on two proposals Thursday. Both 
would expand term limits for Ohio House and Senate members to 12 consecutive years, 
but one would apply the extension to sitting legislators while the other would not. 
 
The OCMC Finance, Taxation and Economic Development Committee on Thursday 
heard from Deputy Treasurer Seth Metcalf, who said it is time to modernize Article VIII 
of the Ohio Constitution, which concerns the public debt of the state. 
 
The OCMC Coordinating Committee on Thursday agreed to send three reports from 
the Bill of Rights and Voting Committee to the full commission for consideration next 
month. 
 
The recommendations included retaining current language in Article I, Sec. 2, 
concerning the right of the people to alter, reform, or abolish government, the right of 
government to repeal special privileges, and equal protection; Article I, Sec. 3, 
concerning the right to assemble and petition; and Article I, Sec. 4, concerning the right 
to bear arms, the prohibition against maintaining standing armies during peacetime, and 
the subordination of the military to civil power. 
 
The OCMC Judicial Branch and Administration of Justice Advisory Committee Thursday 
considered whether the Ohio Supreme Court’s original jurisdiction should be 
expanded to include advisory opinions and/or declaratory judgments, and how the latter 
mechanism would affect the issue of legal standing. 
 
Executive Branch 
Cold weather and snow did not keep people away from the casinos in February, with 
revenue ticking up slightly over January’s numbers. According to the Ohio Casino 
Control Commission, the four casinos brought in $67.5 million in February, up from the 
nearly $65 million in January. The Hollywood Toledo Casino brought in the lowest 
amount of revenue for the month at $15.2 million, but that includes a 24-period where 
the casino was closed due to a level-three snow emergency. The revenue was still 
higher than in January, when the casino earned $14.3 million. 
 
Ohio could keep teens from taking up smoking by raising the minimum age to buy 
tobacco products, a new study from Ohio State University suggests. Raising the 
minimum age to purchase tobacco from 18 to 21 would be effective in improving health 
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and the economic consequences to retailers would be minimal because 18-year-old 
purchases only account for about 2 percent of sales, the report notes. 
 
The Department of Administration Services (DAS) released its annual report of state 
employee data Friday, with more overtime pay and fewer retirements in 2014 affecting 
the department’s numbers. DAS says a minor increase in total payroll for state 
employees resulted from an increase in overtime pay, fewer retirements last year, and 
more high earners staying on payroll. A total of nearly $3 billion — $2,963,502,797.23 
— is about a one-tenth of 1 percent increase from total payroll in 2013 of $2.96 billion. 
The difference is just more than $3.2 million. 
 
Ohio Supreme Court/Other Courts 
New policies and practices for Ohio’s adult guardianship cases will take effect June 1 
after the Ohio Supreme Court adoption of Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of 
Ohio 66.01 - 66.09 that were recommended by its Advisory Committee on Children and 
Families. They can be found online. 
 
Other Statewide Offices 
Auditor Dave Yost said Thursday he’s launching new public records audits to give 
Ohioans another avenue to resolve disputes without resorting to expensive court 
battles. Those seeking records can send complaints against public entities to Yost’s 
office, which will trigger official notice to both parties to submit arguments and evidence. 
Completed audits will result in a letter that could include official findings of 
noncompliance for the public office. 
 
Federal Government 
During what U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) called a “busy week,” he offered two 
amendments to a comprehensive anti-human trafficking bill on the U.S. Senate floor, 
along with stating his support for a new sanctions bill against Iran should that country 
and the United States not reach a nuclear weapons agreement. 
 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a new report that 
found 234,341 Ohioans have selected or were automatically re-enrolled in health 
insurance coverage through the Health Insurance Marketplace as of Feb. 22. 
 
Other Organizations 
Ohio Right to Life (ORTL) announced the establishment of Cuyahoga County Right to 
Life, the organization’s new chapter based in Cleveland. Leading the organization as 
executive director is Rachel Mullen, a Northeast Ohio native with a background in 
campaign management, grassroots organization, and public policy, the state agency 
said. 
 
The Ohio Association of Community Action Agencies (OACAA) released its latest 
“State of Poverty” report Tuesday to gauge how accurately — or inaccurately — official 
measures of people’s economic wellbeing match with reality. Based on data and 
analysis from Columbus-based Community Research Partners (CRP), the report notes 
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the official U.S. poverty rate of 16 percent effectively doubles when accounting for 
“episodic” poverty. 
 
A new report shows that the lowest income households in the U.S. are struggling to find 
affordable rental housing in Ohio and all across the country. According to the 
National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC), “This situation is not likely to 
improve in the coming year because rental vacancy rates are at historic lows, and the 
bulk of new multifamily units are only affordable to middle- or high-income households. 
In addition, there is a continued loss of public and assisted housing through demolition 
and conversion to market-rate developments.” 
 
The Ohio Hospital Association (OHA) announced this week that it is partnering with 
the Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) on the “Smart Rx - Smart Medicine and 
Responsible Treatment” initiative. According to the groups, “Smart Rx is a new 
statewide training tool to help health care professionals combat Ohio’s prescription drug 
abuse and subsequent opioid addiction troubles.” The Smart Rx training program helps 
Ohio prescribers understand prescription drug abuse, while staying up to speed on the 
latest legislation, regulations and requirements. The Smart Rx online training program 
pairs the latest expertise on reducing prescription drug abuse with online training 
techniques designed for today’s busy professional. 

 
Notable Quotes around Capitol Square 
“It sounds like a law firm - Hill, Buchy and Hall.” 
— Rep. Bill Patmon (D-Cleveland), discussing the sponsor and stewards of HB61 
(Buchy), which regulates the application of fertilizer in certain parts of the state, on the 
House floor.  

+ + + 
“Are you still chancellor?” 
— E. Gordon Gee to Chancellor (so far) John Carey during his testimony on the 
proposed budget for the state’s colleges and universities Tuesday before the House 
Finance Higher Education Subcommittee. 
+ + + 
“There is never a question I won’t answer.” 
— Gee to Rep. Rick Perales (R-Beavercreek), who had wondered whether he were the 
one to field his question. 

+ + + 
“O-H” 
— Rep. Marlene Anielski (R-Walton Hills) to Gee. 
 
“I-O” 
— Gee. 

+ + + 
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“We need to put a floor under these people.” 
— Jack Frech, retired director of the Athens County Department of Job and Family 
Services, testifying before the House Finance Health and Human Services 
Subcommittee about how to help people get jobs and move off public assistance. 

+ + + 
“It’s ann-yell-ski.” 
— Rep. Marlene Anielski (R-Walton Hills) to a witness on how to say her name. 
 
“Good morning, Madam Chairwoman.” 
— The witness’ response. 

+ + + 
“This is certainly thorough. We can debate efficiency.” 
— Chad Readler, chairman of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission 
(OCMC) Education, Public Institutions and Local Government Committee, commenting 
on a committee document outlining the numerous proposals regarding the constitution’s 
“thorough and efficient” clause on public schools. 

 
Spotlight on People/Agencies 
* Lt. Gov. and Ohio Department of Insurance (ODI) Director Mary Taylor 
announced the promotion of three members of the ODI leadership team. Laura Miller, 
previously chief of the Department’s Product Regulation and Actuarial Services Life and 
Health Section, has been promoted to assistant director of product regulation and 
actuarial services. Todd Oberholtzer, previously the department’s assistant chief 
counsel, now heads the ODI’s legal operation as chief legal counsel. Dwight Radel, 
previously chief financial analyst in the Office of Risk Assessment, has been promoted 
to assistant director of risk assessment. 
 
* Technology for Ohio’s Tomorrow (TOT) announced Wednesday that Rep. Ryan 
Smith (R-Gallipolis) has been selected as the winner of the organization’s 2014 
“Technology Advocate Legislator of the Year Award.” 
 
* Victor Hipsley, former executive vice president of Governmental Policy Group Inc., 
has been elected president of the firm. Hipsley’s promotion was announced by Brooke 
Cheney, founder, chairman and chief executive officer of the firm. 
 
* Brad K. Barger, who most recently was deputy director of legislative affairs for Gov. 
John Kasich, has left that position to become one of the principals in the 
EastmanSmith Advocacy Group, Ltd., a lobbying firm located on Capitol Square in 
Columbus. Barger has also worked as an aide in both the Ohio House of 
Representatives and the Ohio Senate. He is a graduate of Ohio State University. 
 

Faber Names Press Secretary  
Ohio Senate President Keith Faber (R–Celina) announced the appointment of John 
Fortney to his senior staff as senior communications advisor and press secretary.  
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Fortney brings to the Senate more than 25 years of newsroom experience as an 
anchor, reporter, producer and news director, according to a news release from Faber’s 
office. His career has taken him from WBNS-TV and the Ohio News Network in 
Columbus, where he managed and moderated extensive political news programming, to 
CBS and NBC news affiliates across the nation. He also served on the West Virginia 
Associated Press Board of Directors. 
 
“John is widely respected for his journalistic credentials and knowledge of 
complex public policy issues,” Faber said in a statement. “I look forward to relying on 
that extensive background to manage the communications needs of our 23-member 
caucus. John has a passion for using technology to engage people directly, and he’s 
been a leader in driving news content through digital media. He’ll be a great 
complement to what we’re already doing here at the Senate in modernizing the way we 
engage constituents.”  
 
During his news career, Fortney provided Ohioans with in-depth coverage of major 
events, such as Ohio’s landmark school funding case, the Ohio National Guard’s 
response to Hurricane Katrina and Ohio’s decisive role in key national elections, 
including coverage of Republican and Democratic national conventions. He served as a 
moderator or panelist in numerous political debates and interviewed hundreds of Ohio 
newsmakers as the host of a nightly, statewide political news program.  
 
“I absolutely loved covering the Statehouse for more than a decade, and now I’m 
honored with the privilege of serving the people by preserving and promoting the 
legislative work of the Ohio Senate,” Fortney said.  
 
Fortney grew up in the Southeast Ohio village of Vincent, and he is a graduate of 
Marietta College. He has two daughters, a senior at Ohio University and a sophomore 
at Canal Winchester High School. 
 

Karen Kasich Announces Donations of Inaugural Funds to Children’s 
Charities 
Ohio First Lady Karen Waldbillig Kasich announced recently that charities across the 
state committed to the health and wellness of Ohio’s children will receive more than 
$182,000 in funds remaining from the Kasich-Taylor New Day inauguration committee. 
 
“Ohio wouldn’t be the wonderful place it is without the passion of those who work hard 
every day to support the health and welfare of some of Ohio’s most at-risk children,” 
Karen Kasich said in a release. ”I am thankful for all they do and honored to be able to 
support their important work.” 
 
Specifically, the committee is making donations to the following charities: 
 
• After-School All-Stars (ASAS) Ohio: $55,000. Mrs. Kasich is a statewide 
ambassador for ASAS Ohio, part of a nationwide organization providing students with 
after-school academic support, mentoring, and fitness activities in a safe environment. 
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• Live Healthy Appalachia: $55,000. The Athens-based organization will use its 
donation to expand its Live Healthy Kids program, a nutrition and cooking curriculum 
used in severalsoutheast Ohio classrooms to teach students about healthy eating and 
to help them get hands-on experience preparing and cooking healthy foods. 
 
• Local Matters: $22,728. Local Matters teaches Columbus-area children and adults 
about healthy food, how to grow it, how to cook it and how to access it affordably. The 
organization will use its donation to increase programming at eight Columbus 
Recreation and Parks Department locations that currently provide summer meals and 
conduct pilot programs at new sites where no food education is currently offered. 
 
• School-Year Weekend Backpack Programs: $50,000 to five organizations. ”At the 
end of every school week, thousands of Ohio students routinely experience chronic 
weekend hunger. To combat this issue, backpacks filled with non-perishable meals are 
sent home on Fridays with at-risk students, helping ensure they return to class on 
Mondays nourished and ready to learn. In recognition of the many backpack programs 
across the state, five organizations have been selected to each receive $10,000 to 
maintain or grow their school-year backpack program.” 
 
They include the following: 
- Ashtabula County Educational Services/Building Bridges (Ashtabula County) 
- Edgewood Ministerial Association (Butler County) 
- Corporation for Ohio Appalachian Development/RSVP of the Ohio Valley (Jackson 
County) 
- Marion City Schools/Mid Ohio Foodbank (Marion County) 
- West Ohio Foodbank (Allen County) 

 
Statehouse News Bill Tracking 
To keep up with human service legislation in both houses of the General Assembly, 
click here. 

 
News Clips 
Ohio to break open seals of secrecy for adoptees 
Birth records, data will become available for first time. 
Toledo Blade - 3/15/15 
 
Advocates seek more funds to fight elder abuse 
Ramona Wilson tidied her house, parked both of her cars in her garage, shut all the 
doors and turned on the engines. 
Columbus Dispatch - 3/16/15 
 
 
 

http://hannah.com/Report_Custom.aspx?sid=6Xo2YrORsfQ%3d&rid=T%2b%2bF%2bZSqVhs%3d
http://www.toledoblade.com/local/2015/03/15/Ohio-to-break-open-seals-of-secrecy-for-adoptees.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/03/16/no-longer-victims.html
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Plan ups Medicaid payments by $84M 
Ohio nursing homes would have to meet 5 new quality goals. 
Columbus Dispatch - 3/15/15 
 
Suddes: 2018 elections may highlight the convoluted nature of Ohio politics 
Despite yammering around Capitol Square about 2016 ... 2018's election is what really 
obsesses some politicos. 
Northeast Ohio Media Group - 3/15/15 
 
Disability benefits on rise in Ohio since 2008 
The number of people claiming Social Security disability benefits in Ohio has surged 
since the recession started, according to a new report that suggests that the benefits 
have essentially become a form of unemployment insurance for many people. 
Columbus Dispatch - 3/13/15 
 
Ohio counties kick people off welfare to satisfy feds 
Criticism lobbied at caseload-management company hired by Franklin County Job and 
Family Services. 
Columbus Dispatch - 3/13/15 
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