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The Cross Section
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God – 1 Corinthians 1:18

These words of 1 Corinthians 1:18 floor me every time I read them. I am always
surprised whenever I am reminded that Christianity sounds absurd to faithless ears.
The idea that a virgin mother would bear the human Son of God sounds mythic to be
sure. The idea that this God-Man lived a perfect life and died a criminal’s death 2000 years
ago on another continent, and that his death somehow serves to absolve our sin today before
a God we can’t see, is simply absurd. Unless it’s true.

A Celebrating Community of the Episcopal Church

Those of you who are taking the Alpha Course recently heard the Rev. Nicky Gumble
quote Sherlock Holmes: “If the impossible is eliminated, then whatever remains, however
improbable, must be true.” Naturally speaking, the word of the cross is impossible. Yet the
word of the cross is not a natural claim; it is a supernatural claim. It is historical and objective,
but it is supernatural nonetheless: God breaking into our natural fallenness and offering
himself as a substitutionary sacrifice on a cross outside ancient Jerusalem so that we might be
declared his holy children. The evidence in favor of its truth is overwhelming – historically,
logically, and textually; and yet, without God also breaking into our own personal fallenness
and placing within us the faith to believe, its truth is unknowable. Even as we pray for God to
grant them faith, the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing.
But to us who are being saved, the cross changes everything. It is the power of God to
save us from his wrath, to free us from the guilt and power of sin, to sanctify us, to love us, and
to promise us heaven. More than anything, the word of the cross is God’s gracious promise to
us of himself.
As Christian believers, Lent is our season to open ourselves up once again to being
prepared for the word of the cross. Whether we give something up or take something on, we
do so to be reminded regularly, inconveniently, and helpfully of the word of the cross – God’s
very power to us who are being saved.
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Interim Rector

Let’s celebrate the many talents of Holy
Cross parishioners. Mark your calendar
for Saturday, April 25th, 8:00am till
12:30pm when ECW will host an Art and
Craft Sale. Anyone may reserve a table
or have a display by “purchasing” a
space. Spaces may be purchased for a
$15.00 donation to Holy Cross ECW or,
designate a 15% minimum of their total
sales to ECW.
Hoping for a sunny day, the Art and Craft Sale will be under
the trees while the Farmers’ Market is ongoing.
Any
parishioners who have, and will lend, ECW a tent, please
contact Inga Strickland.
For more information please contact Inga Strickland
(estrickl@uno.edu or 985-640-5179) to participate in the
event. Also, there will be forms on the table in the Genesis
Room for anyone wishing to reserve a spot.

MARY & MARTHA OF BETHANY GUILD
The next meeting of the ECW will be held on Wednesday,
March 25th in the Genesis Room, immediately following the
11:00am Healing Eucharist. We will be making plans for
the coming year including projects and fundraisers. All
ladies of the church are welcome.
Volunteers are needed to help with the Lenten lunches at
the Trussville United Methodist Church to serve on Monday,
March 30th. We will need help in
preparing and serving the lunch (soup
and salad) as well as setting up the
room. We usually have 10 or 12
volunteers but we could use more.
Those who have done this in the past
will assure you that it is a rewarding
and enjoyable day. If you are unfamiliar with the Lenten
Lunches and would like more information, please speak
with Joan Brooks or any of our ladies.
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 Holy Cross Garden Ministries Advisory Board,
Sunday, March 1st, in the Genesis Room following the 10:30 service.
 Holy Cross Outreach Committee,
Sunday, March 8th, in the Genesis Room
following the 10:30 service.


Vestry Meeting, Thursday, March 26th at 6:00pm.

The March Ladies’ Night Out will be held at the Parish Seafood & Oyster House,
formerly known as Velma’s. Please come join us on Thursday, March 26th at 6:30pm. If
you are new to the parish, this is a great way to meet others. Do come! You will like it!

Cathedral Church of the A dvent

Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

Lenten Preaching Schedule
Weekdays at 12:05pm
2017 Sixth Avenue North
Birmingham, AL
March 2-4
March 5-6

Work Day
th

MARCH MEETINGS

Mark your calendars and make your plans to attend
this month’s Ultreya. We will be meeting on March 22nd
at 5:00pm in the Genesis Room. This month we will be
trying something different. Our gathering will have the
theme of Saint Patrick’s Day and will include
decorations and food that reflect the holiday. You can
dress up for the occasion if you wish and come have a
great time. Will any Leprechauns show up?

On Saturday, April 4 , at
9:00am, the Altar Guild will
meet to clean, polish and
prepare the worship area for
Easter. Please plan to attend if
at all possible, as “many hands
make for light work.”

Justin S. Holcomb
Kevin Twit

Canon for Vocations for the Diocese of Central Florida; Orlando, FL
Dir. of Reformed University Fellowship at Belmont University; N ashville, T N

March 9-10 Nick Lannon
March 11
John Harris Harper
March 12-13 R-J Heijmen

A ssoc. Rector at St. Francis in the Fields Episcopal Church; Louisville, KY
Vice Dean Emeritus of Cathedral Church of the A dvent; Birmingham, A L
Sr. A ssoc. Rector for Christian Education, Stewardship and Student Ministries
at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church; Houston, T X

March 16-20
March 23-24
March 25
March 26-27
March 30
March 31
April 1-2
April 3

Bishop of Bristol; England
A sst. Prof. of Biblical Studies at T rinity School of Ministry; A mbridge, PA
Professor of Christian Preaching at Beeson Divinity School; Birmingham, A L
A ssoc. Rector, Family Ministries at St. George’s Episcopal Church; N ashville, T N
Dir. of Youth Ministries at Cathedral Church of the A dvent
A ssoc. Prof. of Divinity at Beeson Divinity School; Birmingham, A L
Former Dean and Rector of Cathedral Church of the A dvent
Dean of Cathedral Church of the A dvent

Mike Hill
Wesley Hill
Robert Smith, Jr.
Malone Gilliam
Cameron Cole
Mark Gignilliat
Frank Limehouse, III
Andrew Pearson, Jr.

JR. WARDEN’S CORNER
Hello folks,
I'm your new Junior Warden, Mac McQueen. I'd like to commend David Kelly on a great job last
year as Junior Warden. I hope I do as well as he.

Flower Guild U pdate

We have put together a Building and Grounds Committee: “The Dream Team” consists of Heather
Johnson, Fran Bramblette, Rachel Morris, David Kelly, Reese Booth, Johnny Cole, Derrick Willis,
Jesse Sierke, and myself. We thank them for their ministry.

We are pleased to report that we now have new volunteers for the Flower Guild!
Assignments will be sent out to the members prior to the end of March. Until Palm Sunday,
there will be no flowers on the altar. In the meantime, any new volunteers will be trained, if
needed, and assigned to a team of two members.

Here is an update on some of the plans we have made and some things already accomplished.
At our Vestry retreat Joe Gibbes helped us lay out a plan of action to manage our needed building
improvements and we created two categories, “Low” and “High” hanging fruit.

Before Easter, we will have an opportunity for parishioners to donate money for lilies given
as memorials or in thanksgiving for loved ones. There will be forms to fill out for that
purpose and an assigned location for the forms to be collected.

Our number one priority is a bathroom renovation. Joe had an architect friend who presented us with
a simple plan at no charge to the church. We want to turn the two restrooms into four. At the same
time we will get them to improve the water pressure in the kitchen. This project is “High” hanging
fruit and will take some time and funding. We're working on it.

For the remaining Sundays until Christmas (when we will again offer an opportunity to
donate for poinsettias), we will be hanging a flower chart and encourage parishioners to sign
up for flowers on those dates on which you may wish to donate and have the name(s)and
occasions in the bulletin that Sunday. You will be contacted before your chosen Sunday to
confirm the information needed for the bulletin.

A flooring company is being hired to repair the Genesis Room floor. “Low” hanging fruit. We are
going to paint the rector's office. We are going to put up a privacy fence around the garbage cans.
Inga and Mark Strickland will handle this project. Thanks to them for their ministry.
We have a quote and are ordering new lighting for the exterior of the church. We will hire a
professional company to install better illumination to the wall sign facing Highway 11; the back door
lighting will be improved and we will illuminate the front wooden sign. Thanks to Fran Bramblette
for this.

Please call Joanne at 655-7656 or Alyce at 854-1522 if you would like to join the Flower
Guild or wish to have more information. Our list of volunteers now is: Deanna Booth, Inga
Strickland, Cindy Cole, Karen Mann, Holly Drew, Laurie Nabors, Rachel Morris, Donna
Madison, Jeanne Sandford, and Cindy Wester. Alyce Daniel and Joanne Carnes will be
working with the group as needed.
Welcome to all of you!
Joanne and Alyce

Jesse Sierke will repair the Episcopal church shield on the front wooden sign.
Derrick Willis has a plan to divert water away from the front door during a hard rain. It looks like it
will work. He has presented the Vestry with a plan and drawings. We will put his plan into action.
Thank you, Derrick!
I hope everyone has seen the updated nursery. It has been painted and a new carpet has been laid. It
is now safe for the babies. Thanks to Heather Johnson and Fran Bramblette for overseeing this
project. They did a great job.
These are bold projects and we have bold future plans. I invite everyone to pray for Holy Cross and
all of these improvements. We are moving forward on our faith in God that we can accomplish these
projects and that funds will be provided. Please help us in any way you can.
Thank you, Joe Gibbes, for helping us to have faith that we can do these things, and giving us a
direction to move forward. You are a blessing to us!
Sincerely,
Mac McQueen
Jr. Warden

EASTER CANDY & EGGS
Make plans to come to the Holy
Cross Spring Work Day on
Saturday, March 28th from
9:00am until ? Please bring yard
tools. Lunch will be provided.
Everyone is invited to come and
participate. The more the merrier!

Easter is rapidly approaching and as always we
need donations of plastic eggs and candy for
the Annual Easter Egg Hunt. There is a basket
in the narthex for your donations. Please bring
all donations by Palm Sunday so that we will be
ready to hide them on Easter morning.

Mothers’ Mission & Ministry Group

Note: All weekday worship services
at First Methodist of Trussville
begin at noon.

Monday, March 30

In lieu of our monthly dinner
and devotional time this month,
we will be preparing and serving
lunch to the guests at First Light
on Saturday, March 21st. First
Light is an emergency shelter for
women and children in downtown
Birmingham.
We will resume our monthly meetings on Tuesday,
April 7th from 6:00-7:30pm in the Genesis Room.
See you then!

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville
(Holy Cross to provide lunch)

Tuesday, March 31

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville

Wednesday, April 1

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville

Thursday, April 2

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville

Look in March bulletins
for more details on our
Annual Easter Brunch to be held on
Easter Day, April 5th at 9:15am.

Maundy Thursday Service
at Holy Cross - 6:30 pm

Friday, April 3

Worship Service & Luncheon
at First Methodist of Trussville
(Canon Gibbes to deliver sermon)

Good Friday Service
at Holy Cross - 6:30 pm

Saturday, April 4

Altar Guild Work Day
at Holy Cross - 9:00 am

All children of Holy Cross are invited to the
Annual Easter Egg Hunt to be held on
Easter Day, April 5th at 9:45am.
Bring your baskets and join in the fun!

