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Bishop Bruno asks 
for ‘water tithe’  in 
Lent to support 
world water projects

As the Episcopal Church observes World 
Mission Sunday and anticipates the be-

ginning of Lent on Feb. 18, Bishop Jon Bruno 
invites congregations to join a year-long di-
ocesan “water-tithing” program designed to 
address the challenges of extreme water inse-
curity that the Diocese of Los Angeles shares 
with regions and nations around the world.

Coordinated by the Program Group on 
Global Partnership and the Rev. Andrew Bar-
nett, bishop’s chair for environmental studies 
and food justice, the program will encourage 
households throughout the diocese to “water-
tithe” — to reduce their water consumption 
by 10 percent over a 12-month period, then 
to donate the money saved to their congrega-
tions for the support of projects in countries 
facing water insecurity.

“Lent is an appropriate time for us all to 
re-examine our relationship with water,” said 
Bishop Bruno. “Through this program, we 
will stand in prayerful solidarity with our sis-
ters and brothers around the globe who, like 
us, are called to be more careful stewards of 
this precious resource.” (See more on page 2.)

The program will encourage congregations 
to designate lead “faucet families” to stimulate 
discussion and action. The diocese, through its 
global partnership program, will offer congre-
gations help identifying overseas partners and 
water access projects they can support, as well 
as developing existing relationships.

“Water is life, our local supplies are chal-
lenged, our current consumption exceeds 
what we can maintain for the long haul — 
and this is a solvable problem,” says Barnett. 
“Through indoor efficiency and California-
friendly yards, we can bring our water use 
down to sustainable levels. That’s worth do-
ing because it directly benefits our neighbors.”

For further information, including a kit  
designed to help congregations begin the 
program, visit bit.ly/1DCviS4 or contact Troy 
Elder, bishop’s legate for global partnership, 
at telder@ladiocese.org, or Barnett at barneta@
campbellhall.org. ?

World Mission Sunday, with a focus on water: The Episcopal Church has 
long designated the last Sunday before Lent each year as World Mission Sunday, “to focus on the global 
impact of the Baptismal Covenant’s call to “seek and serve Christ in all persons” (Book of Common Prayer, 
p. 305), according to the church website (episcopaldigitalnetwork.com). This year, Bishop J. Jon Bruno of 
the Diocese of Los Angeles is asking congregations to join him in a “water tithe” ministry during Lent (see 
column at right and bishop’s message on page 2). Above left: A young member of All Saints / Todos los 
Santos Episcopal Church, Highland Park (Los Angeles) waters a new planting bed at that church, part of a 
Seeds of Hope garden project— an efficient way to use water to grow food crops. Above right: Two girls in 
Nicaragua enjoy a new faucet that supplies their village with clean, fresh water, thanks to Episcopal Relief 
& Development, which sponsors many opportunities for congregations to engage in projects that provide 
water to people in developing nations.

Acclaimed for his lively and insightful 
presentation style, Pasadena historian 

Nat B. Read will deliver the Feb. 28 Bird-
sall Lecture, drawing 
from his recent book 
Don Benito Wilson: 
From Mountain Man 
to Mayor, focusing on 
one of the key found-
ers of Episcopal con-
gregations continuing 
today in Los Angeles 
and San Gabriel. The 
event will be held at 
the Cathedral Center of St. Paul, 840 Echo 

Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026. 
The morning session, beginning at 10 a.m. 

and concluding by 12 noon, will feature 
Read’s lecture as part of the ongoing series 
honoring Elias Birdsall, founding rector of 
St. Athanasius Episcopal Church 150 years 
ago in Los Angeles. Lunch will be served, fol-
lowed by a workshop for historians of par-
ish and mission congregations, together with 
other interested participants. Reservations 
are required for the lunch and workshop, 
and may be placed by email to bishopsoffice@
ladiocese.org. Further information is also 
available from the diocesan community rela-
tions office, 213.482.2040, ext. 240. ?

Pasadena author Nat Read to deliver Feb. 28 
Birdsall Lecture on Los Angeles church history 
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Morning talk will be followed by workshop for parish, mission historians

Nat B. Read



We Southern Californians, accustomed 
to our state’s ongoing drought, have an 

appreciation for the precious value of water 
and the importance of its conservation. 

This perspective should in-
spire in us added empathy 
for those in other parts of the 
world who have extremely 
limited access to water, in 
many cases having to walk for 
miles to draw the day’s sup-
ply from far-away wells. Very 
often this task falls to young 
women who many times 
strain to carry the heavy con-
tainers to their homes.

In the coming weeks of 
Lent, we in the Diocese of Los 
Angeles have a unique opportunity to share 
in a “water tithe” designed to reduce local 
water consumption by 10 percent during a 
12-month period. This year, our diocesan 
Program Group on Global Partnership is as-
sisting us with an innovative program to help 
us support the diocesan community in water 
savings, both in our homes and in our church 
and school sites. The program group is work-
ing closely with Seeds of Hope, and detailed 

information is posted at bit.ly/1DCviS4
The idea is that as families and congrega-

tions save money on water bills, those sav-
ings can be applied to overseas projects of 
their choosing related to increasing water ac-
cess for deserving communities. In the weeks 

and months ahead, we will 
together have wonderful sto-
ries to share of making a dif-
ference in the lives of others in 
need.   

Lent is an appropriate 
time for us all to re-examine 
our relationship with water. 
Through the water tithe pro-
gram we will stand in prayer-
ful solidarity with our sisters 
and brothers around the globe 
who, like us, are called to be 
more careful stewards of this 

precious resource. 
Let us not be mistaken that the very wel-

come recent local rains have moved us out 
of a drought status in our state. And as we 
remain vigilant about water conservation, 
let us take new prayerful action on behalf of 
those around the world who survive with far 
fewer resources than we do. In the spirit of 
Christ, let us live more simply so that others 
may simply live. ?

 
Conserving water: a Lenten invitation 
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— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 —
4 p.m. Piano Dedication Service & Recital 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
3290 Loma Vista Road, Ventura 93003 
Information: 805.643.5033

5 p.m. Jazz Vespers with Joe La Barbera 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: Melissa Hayes, 626.583.2725

6 p.m. Student/Young Adult Dinner, Taize Service 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
580 Hilgard, Westwood (Los Angeles) 
Information: 310.208.6516 

— TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 —
6 p.m. Jazz ‘n’ Jambalaya! Dinner 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 
Information: 310.275.0123 
Tickets: www.allsaintsbh.org/calendar

7 p.m. Concert: Bob Bennett, singer/songwriter 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
1145 West Valencia Mesa, Fullerton 
Information: 714.879.8070

7 p.m. -.10:30 p.m. 5th Annual Zydeco Mass 
and Mardi Gras Celebration 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
525 East 7th Street, Long Beach,Information/
Tickets: office@StLukesLB.org

 — WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 —
7 - 9 p.m. Weekly Way of Radical Compassion 
Church of Our Saviour (Grace Chapel) 
535 W. Roses Road, San Gabriel 
Registration: bit.ly/16fcaM8
Information: cate.wilson@cst.edu

7:30 p.m. Missa Mystica on Ash Wednesday 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 
Information: 310.275.0123

More event listings and program details may be 
found at www.ladiocese.org (select “Calendars”).

800-366-1536
ext. 254

www.efcula.org

Did you know?
The Diocese of Los Angeles has  
a full-service Credit Union.

The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in  
existence since 1994, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.

ECFCU offers a full line of financial products:
Saving and Checking Accounts
Free Income Tax Preparation 
Holiday Club Accounts
Debit/ATM Cards
Individual Credit Counseling
24-Hour Telephone Information
On-Line Banking

Bill Pay
Auto Loans
Signature Loans
Business Loans
Wire Transfers
Financial Education

840 ECHO PARK AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90026
PLEASE CALL AT 213.482.2040, EXT. 228
MONDAY – FRIDAY: 9AM – 4PM • SATURDAY: 10AM – 2PM

Gifts
Religious Jewelry

PrayerBooks/Bibles

FEATURED ITEM:

THE 1979 BCP AND
NRSV BIBLE

First year-round stewardship seminar coming up

By J. Jon Bruno

The first of a series of seminars on year-
round stewardship is coming up on Satur-

day, Feb. 21, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at St. Columba’s 
Church, Camarillo. 

Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce, 
members of the Program Group on Steward-
ship, and experts in the field will lead par-
ticipants through a discussion of year-round 
stewardship, with additional information on 

planned giving and capital campaigns. 
Bishop Bruce encourages all congregations 

to send a team to one or more of the six ses-
sions. Participants should bring a picnic lunch 
and snacks; beverages will be provided. For 
more information, email to obispadjb@gmail.
com. Additional scheduled seminar dates and 
locations may be found online at stewardship.
ladiocese.org. ?


