Church of the Holy Cross
90 Parkway Drive
Trussville, Alabama 35173
Office: 205/655-7668
E-mail: holycrosstrussal@centurytel.net
Website: holycrosstrussville.org
Interim Rector: The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Parish Secretary: Janet Prewett

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Trussville, AL 35173
PERMIT NO. 52

THE PATHWAY

C HURCH OF THE H OLY C ROSS N EWSLETTER
F EBRUARY 2015

The Cross Section
When you need to hang your hat, it really helps to have a hook. However, it doesn’t do a lot of good
to have a thousand hooks to choose from; nor is it productive to have one hook for a thousand hats.
Since arriving three months ago, I’ve been listening to many of your stories about your love for this
parish. I’ve heard much about what you hold dear and what has frustrated you; I’ve heard about what
you’d like to see preserved and what are your dreams.
With a lot of prayer and the help of the Vestry, I boiled down what I heard from you to four core values
– we can think of them as hooks on which to hang our hats during this particular season in the life of
this great parish. I presented them to you at our annual meeting, but in case you missed it:
Worshipping – We are a church that focuses on worshipping the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. We worship in the tradition of the Anglican
Prayer Book with a high emphasis on both Word and Sacrament.

A Celebrating Community of the Episcopal Church

Growing – We grow in the knowledge and love of God through fellowship, study, and prayer.
Sunday School is a great opportunity to grow; personal devotion times are a great opportunity to
grow. The Alpha Course, Wednesdays beginning February 4th, 6:30-8:30, is a GREAT way to grow!
Healthy things grow. Healthy Christians grow. Healthy churches grow.
Caring – Holy Cross is a church that cares for its members in good times and bad. In fact, you’re
great at it! We place a high value on our friendships and the support we give and receive in this
community of faith. We can think of this as “inreach,” and it includes ministries of hospitality and
pastoral care.
Sharing – We take all that God has given us and share it with the world. This is what we often think
of as “outreach.” We care for those who are hurting, feed those who are hungry, help provide for
those who need provision, and invite those who need our welcome, and we do it all joyfully in the
name of Jesus Christ.
These aren’t new values to Holy Cross – they are really just a simplified articulation of what you’ve
already been doing. However I am hopeful they will make it easier for us to get our systems in order,
to evaluate and implement our ministries, and to tell our friends about the best church in the Diocese
of Alabama.
My door is always open to you,
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Interim Rector

The Alpha Course is a great study that
addresses everyone’s most fundamental
questions about life, such as ‘Why am I here?’,
‘How can I know God?’, ‘Is the Bible
trustworthy?’, and ‘How do I pray?’ Literally
millions of people all over the world have taken
Alpha. Alpha @ Holy Cross will run on
Wednesday nights, 6:30-8:30, February 4 April 22.
Participants will receive a delicious free meal, hear a great talk,
and get to talk about it all in a casual small-group environment.
Everyone is encouraged to participate and bring a friend or two.
Nursery and school-aged programs will always be available at
no charge. Please register today in the Narthex, or online at
HolyCrossTrussville.org. Please call Canon Joe with questions (205) 520-6603.
Ladies’ Night Out for the month of
February will be held at Cracker Barrel
on Thursday, February 26th at 6:30pm.
A sign-up sheet is on the information
table in the Genesis Room.
Any questions, please contact
Karen Bain at 612-9833/655-9283.

The Bible Challenge
February 2nd – March 2nd Readings
(This list completes The Bible Challenge)

Inga Strickland
Cindy Cole
David Kelly
Justin Proctor
Jim Williamson
Will Fyfe
Bill Wester
Laura Malchus
Kenneth Lind
Jack Ridolphi
Cissy McLendon-Isaacs
Melinda Turner
Susan Finch
Anne Mize
Johnny Cole
Linda McQueen
Adam Fyfe
Sean Williamson
Liliana Fine

5
6
6
8
8
9
10
13
15
16
18
19
21
21
26
26
27
28
28

Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

Our Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper will be on February 17th at 6:00pm
in the Genesis Room. We will be serving
pancakes, sausage, bacon, coffee, milk and
juice.
The cost is $5.00 for ages 12 and older, $3.00 for those under 12.
In conjunction with our Shrove Tuesday pancake supper, we will
be celebrating a brief liturgy for the Burning of the Palms.

ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY 18
11:00 am
6:00 pm
6:30 pm

Ash Wednesday Service
Ash Wednesday Service
Alpha Course

Day 337 – Micah 7, Psalm 123, Mark 1
Day 338 – Nahum 1, Psalm 124, Mark 2
Day 339 – Nahum 2, Psalm 125, Mark 3
Day 340 – Nahum 3, Psalm 126, Mark 4
Day 341 – Habakkuk 1, Psalm 127, Mark 5
Day 342 – Habakkuk 2, Psalm 128, Mark 6
Day 343 – Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read
aloud in church

Day 351 – Zechariah 3-4, Psalm 135, Mark 13
Day 352 – Zechariah 5-6, Psalm 136, Mark 14
Day 353 – Zechariah 7-8, Psalm 137, Mark 15
Day 354 – Zechariah 9, Psalm 138, Mark 16
Day 355 – Zechariah 10, Psalm 139, Luke 1
Day 356 – Zechariah 11, Psalm 140, Luke 2
Day 357 – Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read
aloud in church

Day 344 – Habakkuk 3, Psalm 129, Mark 7
Day 345 – Zephaniah 1, Psalm 130, Mark 8
Day 346 – Zephaniah 2, Psalm 131, Mark 9
Day 347 – Zephaniah 3, Psalm 132, Mark 10
Day 348 – Haggai 1-2, Psalm 133, Mark 11
Day 349 – Zechariah 1-2, Psalm 134, Mark 12
Day 350 – Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read
aloud in church

Day 358 – Zechariah 12, Psalm 141, Luke 3
Day 359 – Zechariah 13, Psalm 142, Luke 4
Day 360 – Zechariah 14, Psalm 143, Luke 5
Day 361 – Malachi 1, Psalm 144, Luke 6
Day 362 – Malachi 2, Psalm 145-146, Luke 7
Day 363 – Malachi 3, Psalm 147-148, Luke 8
Day 364 – Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read
aloud in church
Day 365 – Malachi 4, Psalm 149-150, Luke 9

Congratulations to parishioners who participated in
The Bible Challenge, you have accomplished reading the Bible through in one year.

MARY & MARTHA OF BETHANY GUILD
The next business meeting of the ECW will be held on Wednesday, February 25th at
11:30 am in the Genesis Room. Please bring a sandwich and some good ideas - all
ladies of the church are welcome.

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
The Vestry Meeting Highlights are now published on the Holy Cross Website
holycrosstrussville.org. They are also posted on the bulletin board near the
parish office.

MOTHERS’ MISSION & MINISTRY GROUP
We will meet in the Genesis Room on Tuesday, February 3rd from 6:00-7:30pm.
Childcare is provided.

MEN’S RETREAT

PASTORAL CARE
The Pastoral Care Teams continually welcome anyone who would like to become a part of our ministries.
These ministries allow us to serve others while receiving many blessings in return. If you are interested in
learning more, please contact Charlotte Scarborough at 655-4221.

Men of Holy Cross are invited to join Canon Gibbes and the men of the
Advent for an overnight retreat at Lake Guntersville State Park Lodge on
Friday, February 27th. The Rev. Dr. Jono Linebaugh will speak.
Please register at: AdventBirmingham.org/ministries/men.

SR. WARDEN’S CORNER
“Do not be conformed to the world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discover what is the will of God and what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2
As your newly elected Senior Warden I want to thank you for your trust, and promise you that I will
prayerfully work to serve you through the year to come.
On February 18th, we will begin a new Lenten season. As Paul writes in Romans, we have the opportunity
to be “transformed by the renewing of our minds.” It will be a time to focus on the goals outlined by
Canon Gibbes at the Parish meeting. Those goals are Worshipping, Growing, Caring and Sharing. In our
Lenten discipline, we can begin to discern what is God’s will for each of us here at Holy Cross.
There is great excitement on the Vestry about the opportunities opening up to us and we are very grateful
to The Church of the Advent for all their gracious acts of kindness and willingness to lend support during
this time of transition.
Our hope is that each of you will feel free to express your thoughts and feelings to us, and be open to help
in all of our ministries. There are many opportunities and we are blessed by having a capable and talented
group of parishioners to fill our needs for volunteers. We look forward to hearing from you and welcome
you to our meetings. Vestry meeting times are announced in the bulletin. We begin with Evening Prayer
at 6:00 p.m. (Prayer book Worship).
As you heard outlined in the Parish meeting, many plans are being made and we need your prayers and
your help to see our way to Growing our church. We are a Caring and Sharing church here at Holy Cross
and we look forward to an exciting year.
We invite you to participate in achieving these four goals by praying for our church members, our priest,
Canon Gibbes, and our Vestry.
Blessings and Peace to all.
Joanne Carnes
Sr. Warden

The Flower Guild has recently been reorganized and we could
really use more hands arranging flowers for the altar on Sundays
and for special occasions. Alyce Daniel and Joanne Carnes have
agreed to co-chair the guild and Deanna Booth will continue to
work with us. Deanna has worked hard to keep this ministry
active and we appreciate all her hard work over the years.
Alyce has agreed to do a “demo,” showing any interested persons
some of the basics of arranging flowers for our altar. A flower
chart is being hung for church members who wish to give flowers
in honor or memory of someone.
More details and dates will follow in future bulletins. In the meantime, please call Joanne at
655-7656 or Alyce at 854-1522 if you would like to join the Flower Guild or wish to have more
information.
We need you, we welcome you!

THE FORMER JR. WARDEN’S CORNER
It has been my honor to serve on the Vestry of Holy Cross for the past three years and as your Junior Warden
for the past two years. As I look back over those three years there have been many changes at our little corner
of Heaven. We have lost precious members and gained new members. We went on a hiking experience with
our priest and then, sadly, said good-bye to him and his family. We have started a new adventure by partnering
with The Cathedral Church of the Advent and welcoming Canon Joe and his family into our home. I know that
the future of Holy Cross is bright and this is an exciting time in the life of the parish.
I want to thank all of my fellow Vestry members with whom I have served during these past three years for the
hard work that we have done together. We have accomplished great things and I know that the present Vestry
will continue to do more to make our church the best Episcopal church in the Diocese of Alabama.
Also, I want to say a BIG THANK YOU to all the members who helped me so much during my past two years as
Junior Warden. For all those who have come out to the work days, to those who have worked tirelessly in the
garden, and especially to those who have helped make Holy Cross a more beautiful and inviting place for us to
worship. I certainly couldn’t have done it without your hard work and help. I won’t try to name everyone,
because the list would be too long and I’m sure I would miss someone. So, to each of you, and you know who
you are, again, I say Thank You!
May God continue to bless each of you and Holy Cross.
Yours in Christ,
David Kelly
Former Junior Warden
Do you have a burning desire to
get down on the floor in front of
the altar to mop up water from
leaking Poinsettia Plant Pots?
(See picture). Or join the Altar
and Flower Guilds for “fun”
Work Days at Easter and
Christmas; OR, the best and most
rewarding volunteer work you
will ever do – Prepare the Lord’s
Table for Holy Communion?
Then it is time for you to join the
Altar Guild.
Yes, your team’s turn comes around every four weeks. It is a
commitment. In addition to the weekly services, the altar and
nave have to be prepared for Baptisms, Confirmations,
Weddings, Funerals, Christmas and Easter and other special
days – joyful and sad occasions. But such a rewarding
ministry! Oh, and don’t think you have to be a female to be
on Altar Guild – men are so very, very welcome, also! Think
about it – maybe this is just the place for you to be at Holy
Cross. If you think it is, please call Anne Henderson at 9998409. Thank you.

An Opportunity to Give
Last month Paula Smalley was
struck by a hit-and-run driver.
(Paula is the wife of The Rev.
Canon Craig Smalley of The
Cathedral Church of the Advent).
She sustained many injuries and
has had several surgeries. She is
home now, though she will be
confined to a wheel chair for some
time. Over the last several months,
Church of the Holy Cross has
experienced
generosity
and
support from the Cathedral; this is
a great opportunity for us to bless
them in return. As many of you
know, the miscellaneous expenses
of parking, co-pays, etc. can add up
over time. If you would like to
help the family, please place your
donations in the indicated box in
the Genesis Room. A check will be
sent to the Smalley family. By all
means, keep them in your prayers
as they all heal from this
experience. Thank you for your
generosity.
- The Vestry

HOW TO FEED THE HUNGRY
IN OUR COMMUNITY
WITHOUT SPENDING A DIME
Although the national economic news may be positive, here in Alabama we are still feeling
the pinch. Alabama has the highest unemployment rate in the country, and, as a consequence, we
have the second highest rate of hunger. And we’re not just talking about rural poverty where few
jobs exist. The city of Birmingham has the twelfth highest rate of food hardship amongst major
metro areas.
So the question is: How do you help fight hunger without spending lots of money
especially when our own means barely meet our own needs?
This year, our Holy Cross Garden produced approximately 450 pounds of produce from
the spring and fall gardens, and we still have turnips and carrots thriving and producing. By
selling approximately one quarter of that 450 pounds to members of our congregation, we earned
enough money to pay our expenses for 2014 and 2015. After all, seed just doesn’t cost that much!
The remaining 338 pounds was donated to TEAM, which considers fresh produce a special gift.
Now folks, that’s a lot of food, especially considering that turnip greens just don’t weigh that
much.
We all know that adults are better equipped to work when they are not hungry and,
likewise, children do better in school. Our contribution, however, does more than just feed
people: it provides nutrition that you can’t find in processed food or a can. Improved nutrition
not only wards off hunger pangs, it also improves health and resistance to illness.
People need food; Holy Cross has land. It’s as simple as that. I believe that we are called to
be good stewards of all that God has given us, and feeding the hungry is most definitely a proper
stewardship of Holy Cross land. To summarize, I believe this ministry to be a visible, powerful
and motivating symbol of Holy Cross’ commitment to be Jesus’ hands and feet in the world.
So, what do we get out of it? Well, I suppose that, in addition to improving the quality
of life in our community, this ministry creates amazing opportunities for outreach and
congregational development. The potential for ministry, spiritual practice, recreation, exercise,
therapy and education abounds, not just for our congregation, but also for others we bring into
this ministry. Finally, I believe that we, the community of Holy Cross, will experience increased
congregational pride in who we are and what we can do.
So what’s happening in the spring? First of all, we are the recipient of a $1,500 grant for
the purpose of creating raised garden beds that are handicap accessible. You will see
handicapped and/or elderly individuals growing their own vegetables, teaching and learning
gardening skills from each other, feeling a sense of purpose, and enjoying the fellowship which
comes from working together for a common goal. Additionally, you will see new garden plots
being cultivated by other churches, organizations, and neighborhood groups. We hope to
eventually provide classes teaching canning and other types of food preservation. Opportunities
for outreach are limited only by our imagination. Finally, you will see Holy Cross’ fourth annual
spring garden with, perhaps an even greater yield than before. (After all, we do learn from our
mistakes.)
Donna Madison

