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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  F R .  K E N  A S E L

St. John’s Episcopal 
Church is a 

community of faith 
made from God; we 
worship and serve 
God, welcome all 
who seek to know 

and love Jesus Christ, 
and share Christ’s 

love by serving 
others. 

We warmly invite 
and welcome new 

members and 
visitors to our Church 

and we thank each 
and every one of 

you and are blessed 
by your faith and 

support.

To learn more, or to 
make a gift to support 

the mission of St. 
John’s, scan the code.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Recently I read an article in the Christian 
Century about the role of parents in the 

religious and ethical formation of their children. 
It confirms what many have known to be true 
for some time, but the specific research has been 
lacking until now. Please allow me to share it with 
you. I will quote some of the researchers and from 
the study itself.

Mothers and fathers who practice what they 
preach and preach what they practice are far and 
away the biggest influence related to adolescents 
keeping the faith into their twenties according 
to the "National Study of Youth and Religion," 
conducted by lead researcher Christian Smith a 
sociologist at Notre Dame.

Just 1% of teens age 15 to 17 raised by parents who 
attached little importance to religion were highly 
religious in their mid to late twenties.

In contrast, 82% of children raised by parents 
who talked about faith at home, attached great 
importance to their beliefs and were active in their 
congregations were religiously active as young 
adults. Dr. Smith remarks, “The connection is 
nearly deterministic.” Youth ministers, clergy, 
mission trips and parochial schools pale in 
comparison, noting, “Nothing else comes remotely 
close to matching the influence of parents on the 
religious faith and practices of youth…parents just 
dominate.”

From a different study – "The National 
Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health," 
sociologists Christopher Bader and Scott 

Desmond found that children of parents who believe that religion is 
very important and display their commitment by attending services 
are most likely to transmit religiosity to their children. Smith’s 
research found a similar correlation. 

Two-thirds of teens raised by black Protestant parents and half of 
white evangelical teens had high or moderate levels of not only 
religion but also spirituality. In contrast, and this is us folks, 70% of 
teens raised by mainline Protestant parents had minimal or lower 
levels of religiousness as young adults.

And this I find to be most striking because I hear it here most 
frequently: “In interviews, many mainline Protestant parents said 
they ‘felt guilty if they think they are doing anything to direct their 

children toward their religion as 
opposed to any other possibility’…they 
question if they should tell their child 
‘what I believe is right.’”

Dr. Smith concludes, “Parents, for 
better or worse, are actually the most 
influential pastors…of their children. 
Parents set a kind of glass ceiling of 
religious commitment, above which 
their children rarely rise.”

No matter how many pageants and youth mission trips we organize, 
no matter how much we spend, no matter the quality of our Christian 
Formation personnel (and they are some of the best I have ever seen – 
something I know you agree with me upon) the church can primarily 
resource, encourage, support and provide settings for parents to 
form children into citizens and responsible adults and to live broadly 
and deeply connecting with the spiritual blessedness within and the 
mandate to serve and mend a shattered world.

Every blessing. God’s peace.  

Nothing else 
comes remotely 
close to matching 
the influence of 
parents on the 
religious faith and 
practices of youth.
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REQUESTING 
YOUR SUPPORT

Today only, you can 
recommend that Brian 

Nystrom become a 
Candidate for Holy 

Orders. For the past 
year and a half, Brian 
has been a student in 

the Iona School, an 
initiative by Bishop 

Smylie, to train 
clergy for non-rector 

led congregations 
in Wyoming. As 
the sponsoring 

congregation for 
Brian, you are being 

asked to recommend 
him for the final step 

prior to ordination 
to the Diaconate 

which, if all things go 
according to plan, will 
be next summer at the 
Cathedral in Laramie. 

Brian will then be 
assigned by the Bishop 

to serve neighboring 
congregations in 

western Wyoming. This 
is a one-time deal, so 
please be sure to sign 
the petition which will 

be in Hansen Hall.

A R O U N D  T H E  PA R I S H
news, events, opportunities and more

like us on facebook
follow us on twitter

CUBA MISSION
The next mission trip 
to Cuba is planned for 
the week of April 20, 
2015. The approximate 
cost of the week 
long trip is $1,800.00 
including airfare, 
accommodations 
and meals. If you 
are interested in 
participating in this incredible ministry, please contact Margaret Hutton 
before January 30 at margaret@stjohnsjackson.org or 733-2603. We will 
need a copy of your passport and a $500.00 deposit to secure your spot.

PARISH POTLUCK Please join us for food and 
fellowship Sunday, January 11 after the 10:00 a.m. 
service. We will be providing a trio of soups as the 
main dish and ask that you bring the side dishes and 
desserts. Not able to bring anything? That's OK! We 
just look forward to your company. Please RSVP on 
our website or in Hansen Hall.

Sunday, January 11 we will 
commission Anne Barrett 
Hazard, Nicole Madison-
Garrett, and John Tozzi as 
new Stephen Ministers. 
Ed Schmitt, who trained 
the group, will present 
them to the congregation. 
They join more than 
30 who have taken 
the course to provide 
Christian care giving to 
fellow parishioners or 
for their own Christian 
Education. This coming 
spring Trent Moore and 
Nicole Madison-Garrett 
will take the Stephen 
Leadership course to 
take responsibility of this 
valuable ministry.

Keith Mader
Petria Fossel
Ernie Wampler*
Deborah Lopez
Susan Erickson* 
Keri Wheeler
Kip MacMillan
William Ramsay
Annie Sampson*
Amanda Macfarlane*
Tim Adams
Lindy Sayers

Ed Schmitt
Judith Schmitt
Dan Land
Maggie Land
Bob Henderson
Denny Becker
Sally Becker
Lynne Matthews
Georgiana Still
Paul Blumenauer
Carolynn Hawtin
Bruce Hawtin

Lay Eucharistic Ministers are lay persons licensed by 
the bishop to administer the consecrated elements of 
the Eucharist. They may also be licensed to go from 
a Sunday Eucharist or other principal celebrations of 
the Eucharist to share the sacrament with members 
of the congregation who were unable to be present at 
the celebration because of illness or infirmity. Sunday, 
January 11 our Lay Eucharistic Ministers will sign “The 
Oath of Conformity” (who knew there was such a 
thing in the Episcopal Church!), the final requirement 
for their service in the Diocese of Wyoming. We thank 
the following members for their participation in this 
extraordinary ministry!

*New Lay Eucharistic Ministers

PARISH LIFE 
GETS STRONGER 

THE CHURCH is in need 
of sacred vessels for 

worship. The gold chalice 
we use on Sundays belongs 
to Fr. Ken, and he will 
take it with him. We have 
several silver chalices, but 
they are used in St. John's 
Chapel. While we own a 
pottery chalice, a ciborium 
(designed to hold wafers) 
and a small silver chalice, 
it would be best to have 
a larger silver chalice or 
two good quality pottery 
chalices rather than mix 
and match. If you would 
be interested in making 
such a gift, which would 
be a wonderful offering or 
memorial, please talk to 
Fr. Ken Asel.

THEOLOGY 
UNCORKED 
Fellowship 
for Mothers
Join together to 
laugh, share stories, 
seek advice and enjoy 
each other’s company 
Thursday, January 8 at 
5:30 p.m. in Hayden's 
Post Bar and Restaurant. 
Whether you are new 
to the church, eager 
to make a connection, 
a long-time church 
member or a new 
mother, we would 
love for you to join us! 
Remember, the first 
drink is on us! Contact 
Margaret Hutton for 
more information.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The annual parish meeting 
will be Sunday, January 25 
at 8:45 a.m. in Hansen Hall. 



As many of you know, Fr. Ken Asel is retiring at the beginning of February. 
He and his ministry will be missed in the parish and in Jackson Hole. 
Over the past few months the Vestry worked (and prayed) long and hard 

in their search for a suitable Interim Rector, and they are pleased to announce that 
Fr. Ron Pogue of Arlington, Texas has accepted his call to become Interim Rector 
of St. John's Church. 

Fr. Pogue's first day will be Sunday, February 15 when he will preside over 
the services. Together with the Vestry and staff, he will guide the parish for 
approximately 18 months while the search committee (yet to be appointed) will 
create a profile, interview candidates and ultimately submit a Rector nominee to 
the Vestry and Bishop for approval. 
 
Bishop Smylie stated, "I am excited that Fr. Pogue will be joining St. John's as its 
Interim Rector. Father Pogue has a stellar reputation as an Interim, and I believe 
that his presence will be a gift during this time of transition. I encourage St. John's 
to use this next month to celebrate all that you and Fr. Ken have done in making 
the Kingdom of Heaven real for others over the past decade."

The Reverend Ronald D. Pogue recently completed twenty-two months service as 
Interim Rector at Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. Prior 
to serving Christ Church Cranbrook, he was Interim Rector at Calvary Episcopal 
Church in Ashland, Kentucky, Interim Rector of Good Shepherd Episcopal 
Church in Lexington, Kentucky, Interim Rector of Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Lawrence, Kansas, Rector of Trinity Episcopal Church in Galveston, Texas, and 
Canon Missioner at Houston's Christ Church Cathedral.

A native of Houston, Ron holds a Bachelor of Science from the University of 
Houston, a Master of Divinity degree from Emory University’s Candler School 
of Theology, and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Houston Graduate School of 
Theology. His doctoral project, "Equipping and Empowering Christian Leaders 
in the Congregation" reflects his conviction that in Baptism all Christians receive 
the same blessing and are called to the same ministry. He is also a credentialed 

mediator and has been trained and certified in 
transitional ministry as a Professional Transitional 
Specialist by the Interim Ministry Network. His 
emphasis in ministry has been in the areas of 
stewardship, Christian formation and evangelism. 
He has been a leader in the Church’s response to 
social concerns and advocacy for marginalized 
people in our society, including refugees, homeless 
persons, the unemployed, the mentally ill and 
handicapped and persons with HIV/AIDS.

Ron is the creator and moderator of 
Unapologetically Episcopalian, a facebook page 
devoted to celebrating the many positive ways 
the Episcopal Church is spreading the gospel. 
He has been Dean of his convocation, a member 
of the Executive Board, chair of the Diocesan 
AIDS Commission and Diocesan Ecumenical 
Officer. He has served two terms on the board of 
the Texas Conference of Churches. Representing 
the Church in service to the community, Ron has 
chaired the boards of Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, the Mental Health Association 
of Houston and Harris County, Houston Graduate 
School of Theology and the Galveston Chapter 
of the American Heart Association. The National 
Conference of Christians and Jews, the Boy Scouts 
of America and the National Association of Social 
Workers have recognized his community leadership.

In describing his personal mission and values, Ron 
stated, “I am called to foster hope, lead change, 
inspire action and glorify God in the service of 
the Gospel of Christ, for the building up of the 
Church, and for the sake of the world. The promises 
I made at my ordination provide a rule of life: listen 
to others, study and teach, work collaboratively, 
become who and what I am, remain in intimate 
relationship with God."

Ron and his wife, Gay, have been married for forty-
five years. Gay retired in 2010 after teaching ninth 
grade English for twenty-eight years and is a writer 
and artist. They are the parents of two grown sons. 
We are pleased to welcome the Pogue's to St. John's!

CAN YOU 
HELP?  

The church is in 
need of furniture 
and housewares 
for the Pogue's 

rental.

• Flatware set
• Dishes and glasses
• Pots and pans and 
other cooking utensils
• 2 living room chairs/
recliners or small sofa
• 6 end tables for 
living room and 
bedrooms
• TV (1 or 2)
• Floor or table lamps
• King size bed frame
• Queen size bed 
frame and mattress 
• Dresser for master 
bedroom
• Bedding sets
• Cleaning supplies 
(vacuum, broom, 
mop, etc.)
• Towels

Please call 
Robyn Reed at 

307-733-2603 or 
email robyn@

stjohnsjackson.org 
if you are able to 

provide any of the 
items listed.

THE

IS OVER

INTERIM



307-733-2603 • info@stjohnsjackson.org • facebook.com/stjohnsjh • twitter.com/SJECjackson

(The Rev.) J. Kenneth Asel, D. Min.         Rector   ken@stjohnsjackson.org 
Dn. Trent Moore             Assistant/Youth Ministry  trent@stjohnsjackson.org
(The Rev.) Suzanne Harris            Priest Associate   suzanneloveh@mac.com
Dn. Dennis Johnson             Vicar, St. Hubert’s Bondurant denjohn1@bresnan.net
Margaret Hutton             Children’s Ministry  margaret@stjohnsjackson.org
Catherine Morahan              Youth & Children's Assistant catherine@stjohnsjackson.org
Pam Phillips             Music    keithphill@aol.com
Nicole Madison             Music Assistant   nicolemadison01@yahoo.com
Robyn Reed             Parish Administration  robyn@stjohnsjackson.org
Pam Woodson             Parish Life   pam@stjohnsjackson.org
Nancy Lee                         Administrative Assistant  nancy@stjohnsjackson.org 
Darrah Isaacson             Communications   darrah@stjohnsjackson.org
Mary Glowacki             Browse 'N Buy Manager  browse@stjohnsjackson.org
Laurie Palmer             Browse 'N Buy Assistant Manager browse@stjohnsjackson.org
Blakeney Spong             Bright Beginnings Preschool preschool@stjohnsjackson.org

St. John’s Vestry contact information can be found on our website at 
www.stjohnsjackson.org/About/staff-and-vestry.html

W E E K LY  C A L E N D A R
view online - www.stjohnsjackson.org

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Send comments about topics in this publication to: info@stjohnsjackson.org or 

Episcopal Church Jackson Hole, P.O. Box 1690, Jackson WY 83001.


