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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  F R .  K E N  A S E L

St. John’s Episcopal 
Church is a 

community of faith 
made from God; we 
worship and serve 
God, welcome all 
who seek to know 

and love Jesus Christ, 
and share Christ’s 

love by serving 
others. 

We warmly invite 
and welcome new 

members and 
visitors to our Church 

and we thank each 
and every one of 

you and are blessed 
by your faith and 

support.

To learn more, or to 
make a gift to support 

the mission of St. 
John’s, scan the code.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Emily Guerry was my Children’s Minister in 
North Carolina. Emily loved the children! 

She also informally helped us welcome newcomers 
to the parish. We were growing rapidly, beyond our 
“structure,” and she was very happy to pitch in. I 
remember one Monday morning she walked into 
my office, slumped into a chair and said wearily, “St. 
Paul’s is so welcoming that we even welcome people 
who shouldn’t be!” You will have to find her to find 
out how her previous afternoon had gone.

This week we will, if we are fortunate, welcome a 
great many people to our campus. Some will come 
for material assistance: financial, legal or nutritional. 
Some will come, because like the bar at the Wort, it 
is the thing they do on Christmas Eve (and what I 
do – the Wort that is – between the six and ten o’clock 
services). Others will come because they hope to find 
bread for their journey…they are looking for the new 
creation Jesus has promised, hoping they can find its 
stirrings in our songs and prayers and…welcome. 
Some who come our way long to see in us a new 
beginning that they can barely recall.

William Stringfellow (the guy who coined the 
phrase “God is Dead” – an Episcopalian, of course) 
once wrote, “For all the greeting card and sermonic 
rhetoric, I do not think that much rejoicing happens 
around Christmas time, least of all about the coming 
of the Lord. I notice there is a lot of holiday frolicking, 
but that is not the same as rejoicing.”

Some who come our way this week approach with 
anxious, anticipating hearts. Can the story they 
(we) sing and pray about be true? I can answer that 
question affirmatively as the Christian story, warts 

and all, has since my 
birth (thank you, Mom, 
and I still miss you) been 
the prism through which 
I take my journey. But 
those who come our 
way ask another, more 
profound question: Can 
the story they sing and 
pray about be true…for 
me? It would be easier if 
we could discern which 
group is which I suppose, 
but not really.  

I invite all of us, this 
week especially, to 
become a Celtic “thin 
place.” Be the occasion 
where the love, presence 
and transforming power 
of Jesus Christ beams 
brightly in your manner 
and in the manner in 
which you welcome 
the ones near you. For 
some, hope in a new 
start through the love of 
Jesus Christ is a fading, 
flickering light. For 
some, the Holy Night 
of Christmas will be a 
last lunge, dreaming of a 
better life and world.  

May they find that new 
start in your eyes and in 
your welcome.

For a New Beginning
by John O’Donohue 

In out of the way places of the heart
Where your thoughts never think to wander
This beginning has been quietly forming
Waiting until you were ready to emerge.

For a long time it has watched your desire
Feeling the emptiness grow inside you
Noticing how you willed yourself on
Still unable to leave what you had outgrown.

It watched you play with the seduction of safety
And the grey promises that sameness whispered
Heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent
Wondered would you always live like this.

Then the delight, when your courage kindled,
And out you stepped onto new ground,
Your eyes young again with energy and dream
A path of plenitude opening before you.

Though your destination is not clear
You can trust the promise of this opening;
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning
That is one with your life’s desire.

Awaken your spirit to adventure
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk
Soon you will be home in a new rhythm
For your soul senses the world that awaits you.



5:00 
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Thank you to everyone who helped 
decorate St. John's Chapel for Advent and 
the Christmas season. If you are able to stay 
after the Lessons and Carols service today 
and help complete the decoration of the 
church, it would be very much appreciated.

Taize Christmas SERVICE
Join us at 6:00 p.m. in St. John's Chapel for 
a special Taize Christmas service, with a 
reading of Frederick Buechner’s “The Birth.” 
Buechner, an ordained minister known for 
his lyrical prose, has created a beautiful 
meditation on Jesus.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The annual parish meeting will be 
Sunday, January 25 at 8:45 a.m. in 
Hansen Hall. Five members of the Vestry, 
two Endowment Committee members 
and four delegates to the Diocesan 
Convention the first weekend in October 
in Evanston will be elected. If anyone 
would like to be considered for these 
positions, please contact Nominations 
Chair Liz Masek at ecmasek@gmail.com 
or Fr. Ken at ken@stjohnsjackson.org.

SPOTLIGHT: TODAY AROUND THE PARISH
From decorating, to parties, to meditation we have it all today 
at St. John's Episcopal Church!





YOUTH ALLIANCE CHRISTMAS PARTY AND CAROLING ON THE SQUARE
All youth are invited to join youth groups from Shepherd of the 
Mountains, River Crossing, First Baptist, and PCJH for a Christmas party, 
worship and caroling on the town square. The party starts at 4:00 p.m. 
in the Underground here at St. John's. We can't wait to spread some 
Christmas cheer with you all! 



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

12:00 
p.m.

St. John’s 
Chapel

Family 
Service 

4:00 p.m.
St. John’s 

Church

Can't get enough caroling? Bundle up, strap on 
your skis or snowshoes and join us at the Chapel of 
the Transfiguration to experience the warm joy of 
Christmas carols sung in the shadow of the Grand 
Teton. The service starts at 5:00 p.m. Christmas Day.



VESTRY CORNER
KEEPING YOU INFORMED
The Vestry met with three very 
qualified Interim Rector candidates 
the first week of December. Along 
with Bishop Smylie, we are in the 
discernment process for selecting 
the Interim and look forward to 
an announcement soon. We are 
grateful for having wonderful 
candidates, as well as dedicated 
vestry members and their very 
understanding families.
—Your Vestry

If you or someone you know 
would like the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion brought to 
them this Christmas season, 
please call the church office.

Thank you to Bill and Robin Weiss who 
generously funded the renovation
 of the Steinway Piano. Pam's smile has 
never been bigger!
SPEAKING OF GENEROSITY...
We would like to thank the Foundation 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming for 
donating $1,000 to the Jackson Cupboard. 



"Midnight
Mass"

10:00 p.m.
St. John’s 

Church

6:00 
p.m.

St. John’s 
Church

Christmas 
Day Service
10:00 a.m. 
St. John's 

Church

   SPECIAL RIVER ROCK Eucharist
Tuesday, December 23 at 11:00 a.m. 
at River Rock Assisted Living Facility.  
Seeking someone to bake cookies!





the annual

G IVING
drive

"We don’t ask for equal gifts. 
Every family has different 

responsibilities and resources 
to invest in the tending and 

mending of the world. We do ask 
for equal commitment."

$1.13
MILLION

2015 church 
budget 

adopted by 
the Vestry

-$200,000
REDUCTION in 

anticipated income due 
to the transition that 
will soon be upon us.

2015

2014

2014

2015

number of pleding units

For 2014, 177 
donors pledged 

$603,000. 
Currently, 
only 84 

donors have 
committed 
$326,000.

4,000 COST PER DAY FOR ST. JOHN'S 
TO SERVE JACKSON HOLE

in these and many other ways we are all proud of

In today’s world, it is hard to imagine celebrating Christmas without giving gifts. 
In the Christian religion, the practice of giving gifts at Christmas is traced back 
to the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh that were given to the Christ child by 
the three Magi. Today, we ask that you take a few moments to reflect upon why 
exactly you give gifts at Christmas and consider making a gift to St. John’s Church.

Some 500 households make up this caring and inspiring church family and 
another 300 are part of our “extended family” (those who participate in various 
ways at the Chapel of the Transfiguration and other ministries). Every family 
has different responsibilities and resources to invest in the tending and mending 
of the parish, the community and the world. However, it is only through your 
financial gifts and sharing of the time and talents God has entrusted to you that 
we are able to make a difference. 

Earlier this week the Vestry adopted the 2015 budget. It was anticipated that 
income would be reduced due to the Rector transition. With every budget 
category reduced, the budget still reflects a deficit of some $26,000. To date 
our Annual Giving effort has generated 84 pledges totaling $326,000. That is a 
54% reduction in pledge income from this time last year. While there is hope 
that giving will increase, it is only through your gifts and commitment that we 
can continue to carry out our ministries in God’s name – supporting fellow 
parishioners and community members in times of need – strengthening our 
relationship with God and each other.

In 2015, we begin the task of searching for new pastoral leadership. Since we last 
did this in 2000, the parish has grown, re-directed our mission and spoken to 
Jackson in ways never imagined 15 years ago. What does God have in store for 
us for the next 15? Your prayers, your participation, your ideas, hopes, dreams…
and financial gifts are necessary for us to listen and respond to God’s dreams for 
us. Please consider making your pledge or gift today. Simply fill out the enclosed 
giving card and place it in the offering plate or visit our website to make your 
pledge. We thank you for your generosity and support.

Why Do We 

Give Gifts at 

Christmas?



307-733-2603 • info@stjohnsjackson.org • facebook.com/stjohnsjh • twitter.com/SJECjackson

(The Rev.) J. Kenneth Asel, D. Min.         Rector   ken@stjohnsjackson.org 
Dn. Trent Moore             Assistant/Youth Ministry  trent@stjohnsjackson.org
(The Rev.) Suzanne Harris            Priest Associate   suzanneloveh@mac.com
Dn. Dennis Johnson             Vicar, St. Hubert’s Bondurant denjohn1@bresnan.net
Margaret Hutton             Children’s Ministry  margaret@stjohnsjackson.org
Catherine Morahan              Youth & Children's Assistant catherine@stjohnsjackson.org
Pam Phillips             Music    keithphill@aol.com
Nicole Madison             Music Assistant   nicolemadison01@yahoo.com
Robyn Reed             Parish Administration  robyn@stjohnsjackson.org
Pam Woodson             Parish Life   pam@stjohnsjackson.org
Nancy Lee                         Administrative Assistant  nancy@stjohnsjackson.org 
Darrah Isaacson             Communications   darrah@stjohnsjackson.org
Mary Glowacki             Browse 'N Buy Manager  browse@stjohnsjackson.org
Laurie Palmer             Browse 'N Buy Assistant Manager browse@stjohnsjackson.org
Blakeney Spong             Bright Beginnings Preschool preschool@stjohnsjackson.org

St. John’s Vestry contact information can be found on our website at 
www.stjohnsjackson.org/About/staff-and-vestry.html

W E E K LY  C A L E N D A R
view online - www.stjohnsjackson.org


