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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  F R .  K E N

St. John’s Episcopal 
Church is a 

community of faith 
made from God; we 
worship and serve 
God, welcome all 
who seek to know 

and love Jesus Christ, 
and share Christ’s 

love by serving 
others. 

We warmly invite 
and welcome new 

members and visitors 
to our Church and we 
thank each and every 

one of you and are 
blessed by your faith 

and support.

To learn more, or to 
make a gift to support 

the mission of St. 
John’s, scan the code.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This past Thursday I was privileged 
to preach at the opening of Holy 

Trinity, a new church in Gillette. It was 
an honor for me to do so, because I have 
been a part of a team of people who have 
assisted them over the past several years 
in the completion of the project. Bruce 
Hawtin designed the building and your 
vestry donated $5,000 to this mission.

So with great reluctance last week (Devvie 
and I were practicing retirement in the 
Caribbean), I began to give some thought 
to Holy Trinity's celebration. In doing 
so, I came across a piece of research that 
I suspect was not germane to the task at 
hand but interesting to me nonetheless. 
Frederic Brussat in "Spirituality & 
Practice," a study at the University of 
Virginia, looked at people aged 18-77 and 
how they responded to being alone with 
their thoughts from six to fifteen minutes. 
Most found it to be difficult and ended 
up playing with their phones, listening to 
music or other distractions.

Then the researchers went one step 
further. Instead of playing with phones, 
people tested a device, which produced a 
mild electric shock. Most said they would 

pay money not to be shocked again, 
BUT 1/4 of the women and 2/3 of the 
men, when left alone again, punched 
the button to administer themselves a 
shock.

Easy to say, as I wrote these reflections 
with the sound of the surf in my ear…
but I have to confess that only half 
of the way through our time away, I 
felt compelled to connect with work 
myself and write these thoughts. It is, I 
think, a challenge for all of us to live in 
a reflective way. We ourselves are real 
impediments to our living in depth. 
Somehow, we are more comfortable 
going through our time on earth 
superficially.

So, in closing, I commend the lyrics to 
a favorite Jimmy Buffet song (who else 
could it be, considering the sun and the 
sand), when the coast is clear and we 
have been able to put the distractions in 
the background, it is vitally important 
"to sit right down and talk to me.” You 
might be delighted and enriched by the 
conversation! We all need to find even 
15 minutes to do so.

Every Blessing. God's Peace.

VESTRY CORNER: 
KEEPING YOU 
INFORMED

Over the past few 
weeks, the Vestry has 
been working very 
hard interviewing 
candidates for the 
Interim Rector 
position. Nine 
candidates applied and 
to date four have been 
interviewed. Interview 
questions included 
"What appealed to 
you about the St. 
John's profile?" and 
“How would you put 
outreach and pastoral 
care into practice?" 
Other more open-
ended questions 
included "Share your 
path to the priesthood 
with us." and "What do 
you pray for?" Three 
candidates have been 
invited for in-person 
interviews, and the 
Vestry "realize[s] 
how blessed and 
challenged we are 
with three outstanding 
candidates." More 
details to come in next 
week's Revelations!

—Your Vestry



A R O U N D  T H E  PA R I S H
news, events, opportunities and more

like us on facebook
follow us on twitter

NOVEMBER SCHEDULE CHANGES
•All choir practices canceled November 26
•High School Breakfast canceled November 26
•Church office closed November 27-28

•Confirmation Class canceled November 30
•All youth and young adult events canceled November 30

WHEN IT'S MORE THAN 
THE WINTER BLUES

CHRISTMAS 
WREATHS ON 
SALE TODAY!
Bring the 
Christmas 
spirit home by 

purchasing a wreath from the St. John's 
Youth Group. Wreaths will be available 
to order each Sunday in Hansen Hall 
from November 23-December 14.

GETTING INTO THE 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
A heartfelt thank you 
to all the volunteers 
who helped set up 
the Browse 'N Buy 
Christmas Store! 
It looks fantastic! 3 R E A S O N S  T O  R I N G  T H E  B E L L

We all recognize the “Red Kettle” and 
the tinkling of The Salvation Army bell 
outside of stores during the Christmas 
season. What you might not know about 
this campaign might surprise you: 

Last year alone 
The Salvation 
Army serviced 
over thirty 
million people.

82 cents of 
every dollar 
goes to direct 
assistance, not 
administrative 
costs.

You too can 
volunteer! 
Sign up in 
Hansen Hall 
to ring the bell 
December 6!

K-2 ADVENT AFTER 
SCHOOL PROGRAM
All kindergarten through 
second graders are welcome 
December 8-11 from 
4:00 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. as 
we prepare our hearts and 
homes for Jesus’ birth! 
RSVP to margaret@
stjohnsjackson.org. In your 
RSVP, please indicate if your 
child needs to be picked up 
from JES or the Activity Bus!

*

Be 
Alert,

Shepherds!

WHAT TO DO AFTER SCHOOL?
We will be offering two after school 
programs geared towards K-2 and 
grades 3-5.

CALLING ALL 3RD-5TH GRADERS
COME JOIN THE FUN OF CLUB 345! 
Mondays, December 1-January 26 (no Club on 
Dec. 22 or 29) from 3:45 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. join 
the club for scripture and service. Each class 
will have a lesson and put the Bible into action 
with a service project such as St. Francis and the 
Animal Adoption Center. RSVP to margaret@
stjohnsjackson.org and indicate if your child 
needs pick up from JES or the Activity Bus.

KIDS CREATE 
ADVENT WREATHS 
Calling all little crafters! 
Come create an Advent 
wreath, a tradition that 
symbolizes the passage 
of the four weeks of 
Advent in the liturgical 
calendar, on Sunday, 
November 30 after the 
10:00 a.m. service.

ONLY ONE WEEK 
LEFT TO SIGN UP 
FOR EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTER LICENSES!
All Eucharistic Minister 
licenses will expire on 
December 31 and must 
be renewed for a three-
year period. To renew, 
you must sign up no 
later than November 30.
Sign up sheets are in 
Hansen Hall.

CLUB 345 IS BACK!



Arecent (and shocking) report on child homelessness in the United States 
got us thinking about the needs many of us do not see. The report, titled 
“America’s Youngest Outcasts: A Report Card on Child Homelessness,” 

showed that a staggering 2.5 million children are now homeless each year in 
America, which represents one in every 30 children in the United States. The report 
states that children are living in shelters, on the streets, in cars, campgrounds or 
doubled, sometimes even tripled up, with other families in tight quarters in every 
city, county and state – every part of our country – yes, even in Jackson. While it’s 
zero degrees outside it’s hard to think that Jackson Hole has a homeless population, 
but The Good Samaritan Mission provides over 6,547 bed stays each year. 

Here in Teton County, the cost of living index is 32% 
higher than the statewide average and the cost of 
housing is 59% higher than the statewide average. It 
is hard to find affordable housing and if you cannot 
afford the rent or the mortgage payment, it is hard 
to buy food, gas, clothing – the essentials of life. 
You might be surprised who needs assistance in this 
town – a friend, neighbor, your child’s teacher or 
coach. At the Community Resource Center (housed 
on St. John’s campus) of those who received financial 
aid, 77% have lived in Teton County over 10 years 
and 24% over 20 years. 

St. John’s Church has continuously recognized these needs since establishing a hostel 
in 1911, building the first hospital in 1916, and establishing the first library and 
food pantry. Today, St. John’s parish houses four different non-profit organizations 
(Community Resource Center, Latino Resource Center, Jackson Cupboard and 
Alcoholics Anonymous) and two missions (Browse ‘N Buy and Bright Beginnings 
Episcopal Preschool) and provides financial assistance and support to these 
organizations and their various programs. 

Many of those in need not only turn to these types of 
organizations for help; they turn to the church as well. 
And we are here to support them. From the caring 
cooks program (where people prepare or purchase a 
meal and deliver it to a parish family who has a new 
baby or is experiencing illness), to clergy members 
visiting the hospital, River Rock and the Senior 
Center. Support comes in the form of adult education 
classes and retreats, fellowship events, youth ministry 
activities every week, after school programs and even 
the music provided on Sunday mornings. It even 
comes in the form of remembering and honoring 
loved ones in the columbarium or the Garden of 
Memories. 

All of our ministries at St. John’s are forward thinking 
so that we can always be engaged in the future of 
our parish, our community and our world. Our goal 
is to leave things better than how we found them – 
from affordable housing discussions, to mission trips 
abroad, to conversations with other churches and 
organizations about the spiritual and physical heath 
of the people who call this place home. To accomplish 
all of this, we turn to you for support. Each of these 
programs demands increasing levels of funding, 
and we trust that you will use wisely what God has 
placed in your hands. When you make a gift to the 
church, it declares to present and future generations 
the importance of our faith and trust in God and 
provides the means for the church to have a strong 
and empowering ministry for generations to come. 

We realize that you are continuously receiving 
requests for gifts but we want you to know that the 
church is only able to do and support its programs 
with the resources it has been given. We also know 
there are big changes to come in our parish. If we are 
supportive of the transition and continue to support 
the church and allow it to be financially viable, we will 
not only protect our ministries for future generations, 
but also for current ones. With your support, we can 
learn from the past, be responsive in the present, look 
to the future and make anything possible!

FAST FACTS
LATINO 
RESOURCE CENTER

 ǿ Served 1,620 people 
of Teton County and 
69 agencies

 ǿ 530 people 
participated in at 
least one cultural 
enrichment event

 ǿ Sponsored 10 Latina 
girls in their journey 
to be the first in their 
families to attend 
college

 ǿ 111 Latinos 
participated in a tax 
education program

 ǿ 305 members of the 
community got their 
taxes prepared by 
the collaborative tax 
preparation program 

 ǿ Total lives touched:    
over 2705

COMMUNITY 
RESOURCE CENTER

 ǿ Helped 38 families 
with Youth Summer 
Programs 

 ǿ Spent $199,560 for 
various client needs

 ǿ Help individuals and 
families during the 
Holiday Season with 
five different programs: 
Adopt a Family, CRC 
Angel Tree, monetary 
donations, gift cards, 
and the Blue Bag Drive

 ǿ Total lives touched: 
658 clients, 208 families

“Jesus never says to 
the poor: ‘come find the 
church’, but he says to 

those of us in the church: 
‘go into the world and 
find the poor, hungry, 

homeless, imprisoned.”
—Tony Campolo

GO
INTO THE

WORLD
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(The Rev.) J. Kenneth Asel, D. Min.         Rector   ken@stjohnsjackson.org 
Dn. Trent Moore             Assistant/Youth Ministry  trent@stjohnsjackson.org
(The Rev.) Suzanne Harris            Priest Associate   suzanneloveh@mac.com
Dn. Dennis Johnson             Vicar, St. Hubert’s Bondurant denjohn1@bresnan.net
Margaret Hutton             Children’s Ministry  margaret@stjohnsjackson.org
Pam Phillips             Music    keithphill@aol.com
Nicole Madison             Music Assistant   nicolemadison01@yahoo.com
Robyn Reed             Parish Administration  robyn@stjohnsjackson.org
Pam Woodson             Parish Life   pam@stjohnsjackson.org
Nancy Lee                         Administrative Assistant  nancy@stjohnsjackson.org 
Darrah Isaacson             Communications   darrah@stjohnsjackson.org
Mary Glowacki             Browse 'N Buy Manager  browse@stjohnsjackson.org
Laurie Palmer             Browse 'N Buy Assistant Manager browse@stjohnsjackson.org
Blakeney Spong             Bright Beginnings Preschool preschool@stjohnsjackson.org

St. John’s Vestry contact information can be found on our website at 
www.stjohnsjackson.org/About/staff-and-vestry.html

W E E K LY  C A L E N D A R
view online - www.stjohnsjackson.org

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Send comments about topics in this publication to: info@stjohnsjackson.org or 

Episcopal Church Jackson Hole, P.O. Box 1690, Jackson WY 83001.


